9 

ft 

1 


N 


> 


a  i 


Abraham  Lincoln 
and  Religion 


General  Articles 
Dated  1 846-1 933 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


->i  ^^1  /j»c*t.  6>i^ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Friends  of  the  Lincoln  Financial  Collection  in  Indiana 


http://archive.org/details/abrahamlxxxxxxxOOIinc 


To  The  Voters  of  the  Seventh  Congressional  District 

Fellow  Citizens: 

A  charge  having  got  into  circulation  in  soae  of  the  neighborhoods 
of  thifl  District,  in  substance  that  I  a:i  an  ooen  scoffer  at  Christianity,  I  have 
"by  the  advice  of  some  friends  concluded  to  notice  the  subject  in  this  for  ..  That 
I  am  not  a  member  of  any  Christian  Church,  is  true;  but  I  have  never  denied  the 
truth  of  the  Scri  tures;  and  I  have  never  spoken  witr.  intentional  disrespect  of 
religion  In  general,  or  of  any  de.  tion  of  Christians  in  particular.  It  is 
t.ue  '  life  I  wa6  inclined  to  believe  in  what  I  understand  is  called 

tx.e  "Doctrine  of  Necessity"  -  that  is,  that  t        mind  ir  1  ipelled  to  action, 
or  held  in  rest  by  some  power,  over  which  the  mind  itself  has  no  control;   and 
I  have  BOaetimee  (witn  one,  two  or  three,  but  never  publicly)  tried  to  maintain 
this  opind      argument  -  Tine   habit  of  arguing  thus  however,  I  have,  entirely 
left  off  for  nor«      five  years  -  And  I  add  here,  I  have  always  understood  this 
a  opinion  to  be  held  by  several  of  t     ristian  denominations.  The  foregoing, 
is  the  whole  truth,  briefly  stated,  in  relation  to  myself  upon  this  subject. 

I  do  not  think  I  c     -./self,  be  brought  to  support  a  man  for 

office,  who:.i  I  knew  to  be  an  open  enemy  of,  and  scoffer  at,  religion.  -  Leaving 

the  higher  matter  of  eternal  consequences,  between  him  and  his  Maker,  I  still  do 

not  think      an  has  trie  right  thus  to  insult  the  feelings,  and  injure  the  morals 

of  the  community  in  which  he  may  live.  -  If,  then,  I  was  guilty  of  such  conduct, 
V   I  snould  blame  no  man  who  should  condemn  me  for  it;  but 

I  do  blame  those,  whoever  they  may  be,  who  falsely  put  euch  a  charge  in  circulatioi 

against  me. 

A.  Lincoln 

July  31,  1346. 


Lincoln  and  Religion 


A     Number     of     Expressions   by   The 
Martyred      President    Selected 
Louis  A.  Warren. 
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BE   WRITER'S    VIEWS. 


There  ha 


been  much  discussion  of 
what  Abraham  Lincoln's  views  were 
of  God  ami  the  Bible.  Dr.  Louis  A. 
Warren,  Editor  of  "Lincoln  Lore,"  :i 
small  sheet  pubUshed  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  by  "The  Lincoln,  Kajianal 
Life  insurance  Company,"  of  that 
city,  hTTV  meted  brief  extracts  from 
fifteen  letters  written  by  Mr.  Lincoln, 
which    he    has    published    in    "Lincoln 

I. ore.       No.    .'Sti,    Fort     Wayne.     Indiana. 

December  16,  1929,"  whicb  we  ore 
here  publishing  with  proper  credit,  it 
Is    interesting,    valuable    reading. 


Religious  Expressions  In  Lincoln's 
Letters. 
Nil  phase  of  Lincoln's  character  lias 
been  more  thorough!]  discussed  than 
his  reaction  toward  religion  In  har- 
mony with  the  major  theme  of  the 
Christmas  season,  the  following  ex- 
cerpts bearing  ou  religion  hare  been 
copied  without  discrimination  from 
letters   over    Lincoln's   own   signature 

They  are  exhibited  in  chronological 
order  that  any  evolution  of  his  relig- 
ions thoughts  which  appear  might  be 
observed  more  easily. 


September  27,   1841 

Mi-N   Ma ly   S|>eed  : 

Tell  your  mother  that  1  have  not 
got  her  present,  an  Oxford  Bible,  with 
me  but  I  intend  to  read  it  regularly 
when  I  return  home.  1  doubt  not  that 
it  is  really,  as  she  says,  the  best  cure 
for  the  blues,  eould  one  but  take  it 
according  to  the  truth. 


July  4.   1842 
Mrs.  Joshua  Speed  : 

I  was  always  superstitious;  I  U  - 
lieve  God  made  me  one  of  the  instruJ 
meuts  of  bringing  your  Fanny  and 
you  together,  which  union  I  have  nq 
doubt  he  had  fore-ordalued.  Whatever 
he  designs,  he  will  do  for  me  yetj 
"Stand  still  and  set'  the  salvation  01 
the  Lord."  is  my  text  just  DOW. 

January    l\i.    ls.-,i 
John    E.   Johnston  : 

If  it  be  his  (Thomas  Lincoln's)  lot 
to  go  now,  he  will  soon  have  a  joyous 
meeting  with  many  loved  ones  gone 
before  and  where  the  rest  of  us 
through  the  help  of  God  hope  ere  long 

to  join    (In  i.. 

« 


August    15,    ls"'"> 
Hon  George  Robertson: 

Our    political    problem    now    is    "Can 

we  as  a  nation  continue  together  per- 
manently —  forever —  halt  >lave  and 
half  free?"  The  problem  Is  too  mighty 
for  me — may  God  in  His  mercy  super- 
intend  the  solution 


May  I'.-..  1861 
To  the  Father  and   Mother  of  Col. 
Elmer  E.    Elsworth: 

May   <;<>d   give  you   that  consolation 
which    is   beyond   all  earthly  power. 


February  4.  1862 
Nathaniel  Gordon  : 

In  granting  this  respite,  it  becomes 
my  painful  duty  to  admonish  the  pris- 
oner that.  relinquishing  all  expecta- 
tion of  pardon  by  human  authority,  he 
refer   himself  alone   to   the   mercy   of 

the      Common      God    and    Father    of    all 
men. 


May    15.    1  Mi- 
Revs     I     A     Gere.    A     A     Heese, 

t;    k    Chenoweth: 

By      the    help   of    an    nil-Wise    Provi- 
dence.   I    Khali   endeavor  to  do   in.v    duty, 

ami   1   shall  expect   the  contiuuuuce  of 

ynni    prayers    for    a    right    solution    of 
our    national    difficulty. 


July   u*0.    Wi_' 

lion    Kererdy  Johnson: 

I    am   a    patient    man      always   willing 

to  forgive  on  the  Christian's  terms  of 

repentance       and       also     to    give    amide 

time  for  repentance. 


Januurj    •'«.    is'^ 

Caleb    Russell    and    Sallie   A.    I'lliton: 

i  am  upheld  and  sustained  by  the 
good    Wishes  and   prayer-   ol    God's   peo- 

ple.  No  one  i>  more  deeply  than  my- 
self aware  thai  without  His  favor  our 
highest  wisdom  N  but  a-*  foolishness 
and      that    our    mosl    strenuous    efforts 

would  avail  nothing  in  the  shadou  of 
ill-  displeasure 

1  am  conscious  of  no  desire  for  utj 
country's  welfare  thai  Is  uol  in  con- 
sonance with  His  will,  and  of  no  plan 
upon  which  we  maj  uol  ask  His  bles- 
sing,    it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  be 

one       subject     OU     which    all     jO'ikI     men 

may  united!]  ngree,  it  i-  imploring 
the  gracious  favor  of  the  C'mI  of  na- 
tions upon  the  struggles  our  people 
are  making,  for  the  preservation  of 
their  precious  birthright  ol  civil  and 
religions   liberty. 


February   22,   1863 
Rev.  Alexander  Reeve  : 
The  birthday  of   Washington  and  a 

christian  s.ii. bath  coinciding  this  year 
ami  suggesting  together  the  highest 
interest  of  this  life  and  of  thai  to 
come  is  most  propitious  for  the  meet- 
ing proposed. 


April    ).  imh 
A.  E.   Hodges.   Esq. : 

II  God  now  wilLs  the  removal  of  a 
great  wrong,  and  wills  also  thai  we 
of  the  North  as  well  as  you  of  the 
South  -shall  pay  sorely  for  our  <  "m- 
plicity  in  thai  wrong,  imiiarli.il  his- 
tory will  find  therein  new  cause  to  at- 
test and  revere  the  judgment  and 
goodness  ol   God. 


April    ."..    1st;  | 
Mrs.   Horace   Mann  : 

While  I  have  not  the  power  t" 
grunl  :iil  they  ask,  I  trust  they  will 
remember  that  God  ha-  ,uM|  that,  as 
ii     penis,  He  wills  to  do  it. 


Ma.\  30,  1864 
Rev.   In.  ide.  Hon.  J.  R.  Loolittle, 
Hon.  a.  Hndbbell,  Committee: 

I  can  only  thank  yon  for  thus  add- 
ing to  the  effective  and  almost  unani- 
mous support  which  the  Christian 
communities  are  so  zealously  giving 
to  the  country  and  to  liberty.  Indeed. 
it    is  difficult   to  conceive  how'  it  could 


in  otherwise  with  any  one  professing 
Christianity  or  even  having  ordinary 
conception  of  right  and  wrong.  We 
rend  in  the  Bible,  as  the  word  of  God, 

Himself,  that  "In  the  sweat  of  thy 
face       thou    shall     cat     bread."    and    to 

preach   therefrom   that  "In   the  sweat 

Of  oilier  men's  faces  shall  1  hou  eal 
bread"  to  my  iiiimt  can  scarcely  be 
reconciled   with   bouesl   sincerity. 


September    4j    1864 
l.ii/a    I'    Gurncy : 

l  buVe  not  forgotten  and  probably 
never  shall  forget  the  very  impressive 
occasion     when    yourself   and    friends 

visited  me  OU  a  Sabbath  forenoon  two 
years  ago,  nor  has  your  kind  letter, 
written  nearly  a  year  later,  ever  been 
forgotten  In  all  it  has  been  your 
purpose  to  strengthen  my  reliance  on 
God.  I  am  much  indebted  to  the  good 
christian  people  of  the  country  for 
their  constant  prayers  and  COUSOlu- 
t  i"iis  :  and  to  no  one  of  t  hem  more 
than  to  yourself     The  purposes  of  the 

Almighl.v  are  perfect  and  must  pre- 
vail., though  we  erring  mortals  may 
I. nl  i"  accurately  perceive  them  in  ad- 
vance. We  hoped  for  a  happy  termin- 
ation Of  this  terrible  war  long  before 
this;  |,ui  God  knows  best  ami  lias 
ruled    otherwise. 


March  15,  1863 

I  Ion    Thurlow    Weed  : 

Everyone  likes  n  compliment.  Thank  I 
you  for  yours  on  my  little  notification 
speech  and  on  the  recent  inaugural 
address.  I  expect  the  latter  to  wear 
as  well  as — perhaps  better  than — any- 
thing 1  have  produced;  but  I  believe 
it  is  not  immediately  popular.  Men 
are  not  flattered  by  being  shown  that 
there  has  b«fu  a  difference  of  purpose 
between  the  Almighty  and  them.  To 
deny  it,  however,  in  this  case,  is  to 
deny  that  there  is  a  God  governing  the 
world. 


qjJOIATIOHS 


I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  this  evidence  of  the 
people's  resolution  to  stand  "by  free  government  and  the  rights  of 
humanity. 

Response  to  serenade,  Nov.  9,  1864 


Let  us  diligently  apply  the  means,  never  doubting  that 
a  Just  God,  in  His  own  good  time,  w  11  give  us  t^e  rightful  result. 

Letter  to  J.  C.  Conkling, 

Aug.  26,  1863 


To  strengthen  our  reliance  on  the  Supreme  Being  for 
the  final  triumph  of  the  right,  cannot  but  be  well  for  us  all. 

Letter  to  A.  Reed   Feb.  22,  1863 


With  a  reliance  on  Providence  all  tn«  jore  firn  ind  earnest, 
let  us  proceed  to  tne  gre^.t  task  which  events  have  derived  upon  us. 

Message  to  Congress 
Deo.  12,  1861 


Having  thus  chosen  our  course,  without  guile  *nd  with 
pure  pur >o«e,  let  us  renew  our  trust  in  God  and  go  forward  without  fear 
and  with  manly  hearts. 

Message  to  Congress,  July  4,  1861 


Ho  small  matter  should  divert  r  from  our  great  purpose. 

Address  to  Ohio  Hegiaent, 
Aug.  18,  1864 


The  occasion  is  piled  high  with  difficulty,  and  wo  must  rise 
with  the  occasion. 

Animal  Message,  Dec.  1,  1862 


self  reliance. 


Sucoess  does  not  so  much  depend  on  external  help  as  on 

Address  to  Colored  Men,  Aug.  14,  1862 


It  may  as  veil  be  understood,  once  for  all,  that  I  shall 
not  surrender  this  game  having  any  available Wl  unpW«d. 

Letter  to  Hicardy  Johnson 
July  26,  1862 


word. 


Having  made  the  attempt  you  must  succeed,  "oust"  is  the 

Letter  to  George  Latham,  July  22,  1860 


Not   Familiar. 

Replying  to  a  religious  delegation  who 
..  memorial  requesting:  him  to 
it     n  proclamation  Un- 
ci in  said: 

I  .  m  approached  with  the  most  op- 
posite -Pinion  and  advice,  and  that  by 
,-.  |i.nr.ua  men.  who  arc  equally  certain 
H,at  they  represent  the  divine  wl»-  * 
Bm  mui  that  either  the  one  or  the  ptnei 
taken  in  that  belief,  and  per- 
„..„,  in  some  respects  both.  1  hope  it 
will  not  be  be  irreverent  for  me  to  say  tna 
If  it  is  probable  that  Cod  would  i 
!  is  will  to  others  on  a  point  so  connected 
with  my  duty,  ii  ". '"' 

would  reveal  it  directly  to  me;  for  un 
I  ani  more  deceived  in  myseU  than  1 
often  am  h  is  my  earnest  desire  to  know 
the  will  of  Providence  in  this  matter,  and 
if  i  can  learn  what  it  is  I  will  do  it! 
These    are    not,    however,    the    days    of 

mi, a  les.and  1  su] ie  it  will  be  granted 

thai   I  am  not  to  e:  pert  a  direct  revela- 
I    must   study   the    plain    pi 
■  .;,  .  case,  ascert  nn  what  is  po*- 
and  learn  what  appears  to  be  wise 
and  riu'ht. 

Xi      subject  is  difficult,  and  pood  men 

do   not  atrree.     I        h  stance,   the ,  other 

dav  four  pentlemen  of  standing  on  mtel- 

New  York,  called  as  a  dele- 

on   on    business    connected  with    the 

,,   leaving  two  if  them  earn- 

vraribul  before  leaving  two  of  them  earn- 

,    upon  which  the  other  two 

M,|  them.    I  c-anassur, 

,hat  the  subject  is  on  my  mind,  by  das 

.  nd  night,  more  than  any  other, ■  wnat- 

pv«  shall  appear  to  be  God's  will  I  will 

'    '  •  '  / 


PRESIDENT   LINCOLN    ON   NATIONAL   SIN 
AND  NATIONAL  REPENTANCE 


Call  for  a  day  of  Humiliation,   Fasting  and   Prayer 

August  12,  1861. 

Whereas  it  is  fit  ami  becoming  in  all  people  at  all  times  to  acknowledge  and 
revere  the  supreme  governmenl  of  God.  i"  bow  in  bumble  submission  to  His 
chastisements,  t<>  confess  and  deplore  their  --ins  and  transgressions  in  the  full 
conviction  thai  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  and  to  pray 
with  all  fervency  and  contrition  !'<>r  the  pardon  of  their  past  offences  and  for  a 
blessing  upon  their  presenl  and  pros] tive  action;  and 

Whereas  when  our  own  beloved  country,  once  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
united,  prosperous,  and  happy,  is  qow  afflicted  with  faction  and  civil  war.  it  is 
peculiarly  lit  for  u>  t"  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  tliis  terrible  visitation,  and 

in  BOrrowful  remembrance  of  our  own  faults  and  crimes  as  a  nation  and  as  in- 
dividuals tn  humble  ourselves  before  Him  and  to  pray  for  I!is  mercy  -to  pray 
thai  we  may  be  spared  further  punishment,  though  mosl  justly  deserved;  thai 
our  arms  may  be  blessed  ami  made  effectual  for  the  reestablishmenl  of  law, 
order,  and  peace  throughoul  the  wide  extenl  of  our  country;  and  thai  the  in- 
estimable boon  nf  civil  and  religious  liberty,  earned  ander  His  guidance  and 
blessing  by  the  labors  and  sufferings  of  our  fathers,  may  be  restored  in  all  its 
original  excellence : 

Therefore  I.  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presidenl  of  the  United  States,  do  appoint 


The  famous  Harlan  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  March  2,  1863 
Resolved,  That,  devoutly  recognizing  the  supreme  authority  and  just  gov 
ernmenl  of  Almighty  God  in  the  affairs  of  men  and  of  nations,  and  sincerelj 

believing  thai  no  | pie,  however  greal  in  numbers  and  resources,  or  however 

strong  in  the  justice  <>f  their  cause,  can  prosper  without  His  favor,  and  at  the 
same  time  deploring  the  national  offenses  which  provoked  His  righteous  judg- 
ment, yet  encouraged,  in  this  day  of  trouble  by  the  assurance  of  His  word,  to 
Beet  Him  for  succor  according  to  His  appointed  way,  through  Jesus  ( ihrist,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  do  hereby  requesl  the  Presidenl  of  the  United 
states  by  his  proclamation  to  designate  and  set  apart  a  day  for  national  prayer 
and  humiliation 


WIN-THE-WAR    COMMITTEE.  2325  Owood  Street,  Pittsburgh.  Pa. 


Consequent  call  to  a  day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer 

March  30,  1863. 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  recognizing  the  supreme 
authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in  all  the  affairs  of  men  and 
nations,  has  by  a  resolution  requested  the  President  to  designate  and  set  apart 
a  day  of  prayer  and  humiliation ;  and 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  own  their  dependence 
upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions  in 
hnmble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to 
mercy  and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth,  announced  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  proven  in  all  history,  that  those  nations  only  are  blessed  whose 
God  is  the  Lord ; 

And,  insomuch  as  we  know  that  by  His  divine  law  nations,  like  individuals, 
are  subjected  to  punishments  in  this  world,  may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the 
awful  calamity  of  civil  war  which  now  desolates  the  land  may  be  but  a  punish- 
ment inflicted  upon  us  for  our  presumptuous  sins,  the  needful  end  of  our  nation- 
al reformation  as  a  whole  people?  We  have  been  the  recipients  of  the  choicest 
bounties  of  Heaven ;  we  have  been  preserved  these  many  years  in  peace  and  pros- 
perity; we  have  grown  in  numbers,  wealth,  and  power  as  no  other  nation  has 
ever  grown.  But  we  have  forgotten  God.  We  have  forgotten  the  gracious  hand 
which  preserved  us  in  peace  and  multiplied  and  enriched  and  strengthened  us, 
and  we  have  vainly  imagined,  in  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  that  all  these 
blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  own.  In- 
toxicated with  unbroken  success,  we  have  become  too  self  sufficient  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  redeeming  and  preserving  grace.,  too  proud  to  pray  to  the  God  who 
made  us. 

It  behooves  us,  then,  to  humble  ourselves  before  the  offended  Power,  to 
confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray  for  clemency  and  forgiveness 

Now,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request,  and  fully  concurring  in  the 
views  of  the  Senate,  I  do  by  this  proclamation 

All  this  being  done  in  sincerity  and  truth,  let  us  then  rest  humbly  in  the 
hope  authorized  by  the  divine  teachings  that  the  united  cry  of  the  nation  will 
be  heard  on  high  and  answered  with  blessings  no  less  than  the  pardon  of  our 
national  sins  and  the  restoration  of  our  now  divided  and  suffering  country  to 
its  former  happy  condition  of  unity  and  peace. 

(In  the  early  days  of  the  following  July  came  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg.) 


A  Call  to  Thanksgiving  for  Victory 

July  15,  1S63. 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  hearken  to  the  supplications  and  prayers  of 
an  afflicted  people  and  to  vouchsafe  to  the  Army  and  the  Navy  of  the  I'nited 
States  victories  on  land  and  on  sea  BO  signal  and  so  effective  as  to  furnish 
reasonable  ground  for  augmented  confidence  thai  the  Union  <>t*  these  States  will 
he  maintained,  their  Constitution  preserved,  and  their  peace  and  prosperity 
permanently  restored.  But  these  victories  have  been  accorded  not  without  sac- 
rifices of  life,  limb,  health,  and  liberty,  incurred  by  brave,  loyal,  and  patriotic 
citizens.  Domestic  affliction  in  every  part  of  the  country  follows  in  the  train 
of  these  fearful  bereavements.  It  is  meet  and  righl  to  recognize  and  confess 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty  Father  ami  the  power  of  His  hand  equally  in  these 
triumphs  and  in  these  sorrows. 

Now.  therefore,  he  it  known  that  I  do  set  apart  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of 
AugUSl  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  national  thanksgiving,  praise,  and 
prayer,  and  I  invite  the  people  of  the  United  states  to  assemble  on  that  occasion 
in  their  customary  places  of  worship  and  in  the  Forms  approved  by  their  own 
.  crasciences  to  render  the  homage  due  to  the  Divine  Majesty  for  the  wonderful 
things  II<-  has  done  in  our  nation's  behalf  and  to  invoke  the  presence  of  His 

Holy  Spirit   to  subdue  the  anger  which   has  produced  and.  so  long  sustained  a 

needless  and  cruel  rebellion,  to  change  the  hearts  of  the  insurgents,  to  guide 
the  counsels  of  the  Government  with  wisdom  adequate  to  so  great  a  national 
emergency,  and  to  visit  with  tender  care  and  consolation  throughout  the  length 

and  breadth  of  our  land  all  those  who.  through  the  vicissitudes  of  marches, 
voyages,  battles,  and  sieL''  18,  have  been  brought  to  suffer  in  mind.  body,  or  estate, 
and  finally  to  lead  the  whole  nation  through  the  paths  of  repentance  and  submis- 
sion to  tlie  divine  will   back   to  the   perfect    enjoyment   of  union   and    fraternal 

pea 


From  a  Thanksgiving  Proclamation 

October  -i.  U 

"No  human  counsel  hath   devised   m>r  hath  any   mortal   hand   worked   out 
these  great  things.    They  are  the  gracious  gifts  of  the  Most  IIi'_rh  God,  who, 

while   dealing   with    us   in    anger   for   our   sins,    hath    nevertheless    remembered 

mercy." 


A  Call  for  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer 

July  7,  1864. 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  at  their  last  session 
adopted  a  concurrent  resolution,  which  was  approved  on  the  2d  day  of  July 
instant  and  which  was  in  the  words  following,  namely : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  appoint  a  day  for 
humiliation  and  prayer  by  the  people  of  the  United  States;  that  he  request  his 
constitutional  advisers  at  the  head  of  the  Executive  Departments  to  unite  with 
him  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  all  magistrates,  all  civil,  military,  and  naval  officers,  all 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  with  all  loyal  and  law-abiding  people,  to  convene 
at  their  usual  places  of  worship,  or  wherever  they  may  be,  to  confess  and  to  re- 
pent of  their  manifold  sins;  to  implore  the  compassion  and  forgiveness  of  the 

Almighty, to  implore  Him,  as  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World, 

not  to  destroy  us  as  a  people,  nor  suffer  us  to  be  destroyed  by  the  hostility  or 
connivance  of  other  nations  or  by  obstinate  adhesion  to  our  own  counsels  which 
may  be  in  conflict  with  His  eternal  purposes,  and  to  implore  Him  to  enlighten 
the  mind  of  the  nation  to  know  and  do  His  will,  humbly  believing  that  it  is  in 
accordance  with  His  will  that  our  place  should  be  maintained  among'  the  family 
of  nations ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  cor- 
dially concurring  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the  penitential  and 
pious  sentiments  expressed  in  the  aforesaid  resolution  and  heartily  approving 
of  the  devotional  design  and  purpose  thereof,  do  hereby 


From  Abraham  Lincoln's  Second  Inaugural 

March  4,  1865. 
If  we  shall  suppose  that  American  slavery  is  one  of  those  offences  which, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  must  needs  come,  but  which,  having  continued 
through  His  appointed  time,  He  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  He  gives  to  both 
North  and  South  this  terrible  war  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by  whom  the  offence 
came,  shall  we  discern  therein  any  departure  from  those  divine  attributes 
which  the  believers  in  a  living  God  always  ascribe  to  Him?  Fondly  do  we  hope, 
fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this  mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass  away. 
Yet,  if  God  will  that  it  continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondman's  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of 
blood  drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drawn  with  the  sword,  as 
was  said  three  thousands  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  "the  judgments  ol 
the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether. ' ' 


Lincoln's  Religion 

Of  the  people  who  visit  the  Lincoln 
home  and  the  Oid  Pgeun  Church,  a 
very  large,  part  seem  to  ask  some- 
thing of  Lincolin's  religion.  When  I 
say  that  be  was  a  very  religious 
man,  it  very  often  starts  an  argu- 
ment. It  seems  that  everybody  that 
ba^  read  about  Lincoln  has  read  of 
'  bis  reading  Tom  Paine  books  or 
other  atheist  literature  after  ho  went 
to  Illinois.  Very  few  have  ever  read 
thb  statement  be  published  in  The 
Gazette,  Aug. .16,  1846  denying  this. 
Here  is  the  article:  Feilow  Citizens: 
A  chai'gd  having  got  intocireulation 
in  some  of  the  neighbors  of  this  dis- 
trict, in  substaac?,  that  I  omanopen 
scoffer  atChristianiiy.  I  have, by  the 
advice  of  some  friends,  conoluded  to 
notice  the  subject  in  this  manner. 
Tb  it  I  am  not  a  member  of  any 
Christain  Church  is  true,  butlbave 
never  denied  the  truth  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  I  have  neverapoken  with 
int'-mlooal  disrespect  of  religion 
in  genera!  or  of  any  denomination  of 
Christain*  in  particular.  It  is  true 
'h:  t  in  my  early  life.  I  was  inclined 
to  oelievb  in  what  I  understand  is 
■".al  ed  "The  Doctrine  of  Necessity" 
thi  t  is,  that  the  human  mmd  is  im- 
pelled to  action,  or  held  in  rest  by 
•>ui  je  power  over  which  the  mind 
its  If  has  no  control  and  I  have 
sometiruos,  (one,  two  or  three  times 
but  never  publish  )  tried  to  maintain 
thi->opimon  in  argument.  The  habit 
of  urguing  this,  however,  I  have  en- 
tirely left  off  for  more  than  five 
years.  1  idd  that  I  have  always 
un'lerstojJ  thai  this  same  opinion 
is  'r.elil  b:  o^v-ra.  of  tbe  Christian 
denomination-..  The  foregoing  is  the 
whole  truth,  briefly  stated  in  rela- 
tion to  myself  upon  this  subject.  I 
do  not  th'rklcould  myself  be  brought 
to -upport  a  man  for  office  whom  I 
kn^w  to  be  an  enemy  of,  and  scoffer 
at  religion.  Leaving  tbe  higher  mat- 
ter of  eternal  consequences  between 


iulu  and  bis  maker,  I  still  do  not 
think  any  man  has  the  right  thus  to 
insult  the  feelings,  and  injure  the 
morales  of  the  community  in  which 
1  e  may  live.  If  tbei  I  was  guilty  of 
:.ucb  conduct,  I  should  blame  no 
man  who  should  condemn  me  for  It. 
Out  I  do  not  blame  whoever  they 
may  be  who  falsely  putsuch  acbarge 
in  circulation  against  mt.  Signed: 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Even  fewer  seem  to  know  when 
and  by  whom  these  charges  were 
first  made.  Lincoln  was  making  tbe 
race  for  Congress.  His  opponent  was 
Peter  Cartwright,  the  great  evan- 
gelist. Now  Peter  might  have  been 
a  great  preacher,  but  it  seems  be 
was  not  above  slinging  a  little  mud 
at  Lincoln,  so  be  bad  this  story  cir- 
culated about  bim.  Lincoln  did  not 
worry  much  about  it  during  the 
campaign-  He  thought  tbe  people 
knew  him.  But  after  tbe  electiou  be 
seemed  to  want  to  clear  hi  rot  ell  of 
this  Irreligious  charge,  and  had  this 
oenial  publish3d;  'Peter  Cartwright 
said  later  In  life  that  be  had  been 
Imposed  on  and  Lincoln  had  been 
misrepresented  to  him  At  tbe  time 
tiese  accusaiions  ware  made  he  did 
believe  them.  In  1862  talking  to 
s jcaa  eastern  business  men  he  aaid, 
Allow  me  to  exnress  to  you  from 
first  hand  knowledge  of  bis  person- 
al capucity  and  patriotism.  As  the 
crow  dies  I  have  lived  within  a  score 
of  miles  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  a 
tjird  of  a  century,  and  I  commend 
to  you  the  Christian  character,  ster- 
ling Integrity  and  far  seeing  sagac- 
ity of  the  Presidentof  the  U.  S." 
In  1860  Lincoln's  second  6on  Wil- 

am  died,  and  Lincoln  was  very  de- 
spondent. The  Rev.  James  Smith  of 
tne  First  Presbyterian  Church  was 
Cilled  on  to  preach  the  funeral.  His 
very  earnest  sermon  seemed  to  ap- 
peal to  Lincoln  and  a  friendship  de- 
veloped between  them  which  lasted 
through  life.  Smith  and  Lincoln  bad 
many  intimate  religious  talks.  Smith 
was  a  highly  educated  man,  had 
written  some  religious  books  whiob 
ho  gave  Lincoln  to  read  which  made 
a  great  impression  on  bim.  Smith 
had  a  great  revival  that  winier  which 
Lincoln  attended  and  agreat  change 
cime  over  him.  H«  rented  a  pew  and 
be  and  his  family  became  regular  at- 
tendants of  this  ohurch.  Dr.  Smith 
said  that  Lincoln  gave  lectures  in 
his  church  on  religion,  tbe  Bible 
and  on  temperance,  when  be  real- 
ized tbat  be  had  been  elected  Presi- 
dent. Then  he  felt  the  great  respon- 
sibilities be  was    assuming,    feeling 


tba  need  of  Divine  help.  Bealsofel' 
the  need  of  it  more  and  more  as  the 
dreadful  war  wore  on.  Now  notice 
his  farewell  talk  to  Springfield 
friends:  'T  am  now  leaving  you,  not 
knowing  when  i  r  whether  I  may  ru- 
turD,  without  divine  assistance  I 
can  notbucced.  With  tbat  assistance 
1  uu  DOt  fail.  Trusting  in  Him  who 
can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with 
you, and  bo  every  where  for  good, 
lot  us  confidently  hope  all  will  yet 
oe  well."  To  His  care  commending 
vo-i  as  I  hope  you  willcommond  nan, 
1  bid  you  an  affectionate  tarewel1." 
He  started  en  his  trip  to  Wash- 
ington on  which  he  made  a  dozin  or 
ojore  stops,  at  each  of  tbem  speak 
ing  briefly,  and  in  every  one  of 
them  be  asked  publicly  for  Divine 
guidance. 

Very  boon  after  their  »rrival  in  Washington  the 
Lincoln'!  began  to  look  for  a  church  home.  They 
decUod  on  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  which  Dr. 
P.  P.  Gurley  was  the  pastor.  Lincoln  rented  pew 
No.  8  for  ISO  per  year  and  he  was  not  only  a  regu- 
lar attendant  on  Sunday  but  at  midwaek  praver 
ii.  <  iri^-a.  »o  much  to  tkat  It  became  talked  about 
and  Lincoln  made  arrangements  with  tho  junitor 
uj  :-.  ii  him  in  a  dark  room  adjoining  the  meeting 
where  through  an  o*en  door  ha  could  see  and  hsur 
tli.  aarvieaa,  Dr.  Gurley  was  vury  intimate  and 
wrlcjmo  "ut  the  White  House  and  said  he  wa«  sel- 
dom Uiere  but  that  Lincoln  asked  him  to  pray  with 
or  for  him.  Dr.  Gurley  was  with  him  when  ho 
died,  and  preached  his  funeral.  It  wag  hla  habit  to 
uk  >  Isitlng  ministers  to  pray  with  him.  Toward 
the  lalter  purl  of  lha  war  we  find  him  driven  to 
hla  knees  mora  often,  especially  during  the  battles. 
During  the  batilo  of  Gettysburg  he  says  he  prom- 
ise.! God  tout  If  lie  would  stay  with  us.  h-  would 
stay  with  Him  and  when  he  stood  on  the  battlu- 
i'uld  there  he  said:  "I  know  thul  He  in  onaursidc. 
I  do  love  Jasus  und  1  will  dedicate  myself  t»  him". 
It  it  now  known  that  Dr.  Gurley  told  members 
ni  In- congregation  that  Lincoln  had  made  ar- 
rangements to  be  reselved  Into  membership  of 
his  church  LasU'r  morning.  But  the  assejins 
builet  laid  hira  low  on  that  dark  Friday  two  days 
bcfoie  No.  Lincoln  never  joined  a  church.  But 
WS1  he  a  Christian? 

—  S.  G.  Johnson 


RELIGIOUS  BELIEF,   ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S 


Abraham  Lincoln's  religious  belief  has  been  a  matter  of 
dispute,  or  at  least  of  diversity  of  statement  among  his  biographers. 
Some  make  him  out  inclining  to  Orthodoxy,  some  a  rank  infidel, 
some  a  "Liberal  Christian."  Laman's  recent  work  settles  the 
question  beyond  all  dispute.  He  read  Theodore  Parker's  writings 
and  believed  in  Parker's  theology.  But  the  sharp  outlines  of  Par- 
kerism  were  evidently  softened  somewhat  in  the  last  years  of  his  life 
and  under  the  crushing  responsibilities  that  lay  upon  him.  He 
read  Channing  also  and  liked  Channing.  He  was  a  Theist,  believed 
in  Providence  and  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ;  and  whether  he 
came  to  regard  the  Christ  of  the  New-  Testament  with  any  more  love 
and  sympathy  than  in  his  earlier  years  cannot  be  known,  though  he 
probably  did.  Notwithstanding  his  jokes  and  anecdotes,  he  had 
black  moods,  which  were  perfectly  awful,  and  his  biographer  sur- 
mises that  his  desolate  religious  creed  had  something  to  do  with 
them.  Laman's  book  tells  things  which  ought  to  have  been  sup 
pressed;  but  as  a  whole  we  lay  down  the  volume,  notwithstanding, 
with  a  still  more  exalted  idea  of  the  wonderful  man,  and  enhanced 
admiration  of  his  intellectual  and  moral  jjeatness. 
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u  Religion  is  man's  perception  of  his  relation  to 
the  universe." — Shelley. 

"  We  should  damnify  religion  if  we  separated  it 
from  philosophy;  we  should  ruin  philosophy  if  we 
divorced  it  from  religion."— Max  Muller. 

■  When  that  tjray  eye  and  face  and  every  feature 
were  lit  up  by  the  inward  soul  In  firee  of  emotion, 
then  it  was  that  all  these  apparently  ugly  features, 
sprang  into  organs  of  beauty,  or  sunk  themselves 
into  a  sea  of  inspiration  that  flooded  bis  face.  Some- 
times it  appeared  to  me  that  Lincoln's  soul  was  just 
freeh  from  the  presence  of  its  Creator."—  W.  H. 
Herndon. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1351,  Abraham 
Lincoln  then  abont  forty  years  of  age,  need 
this  language  in  writing  to  a  step-brother: 

"  He  will  soon  have  a  joyous  meeting  with 
many  loved  ones  gone  before,  and  where  the 
rest  of  us,  through  the  help  of  God,  hope  ere 
long  to  join  them." 

This  was  in  reference  to  the  expected  death 
of  his  father.  Here  is  declared  a  belief  in 
God,  immortality  and  a  place— or  spirit  land. 
It  embraces  the  cardinal  points  of  all  the 
traditional  religions  of  the  world,  and  vital- 
izes all  human  progress  and  philosophy.  This 
prophetic  affirmation  of  a  continued  exist- 
ence is  the  only  written  evidence  of  his  views 
on  this  momentous  question,  that  can  be 
found.  He  lived  in  a  remarkably  formative 
and  progressive  period,  and  was  in  all  mat- 


ters fully  abreast  with  his  time.  Asa  truth- 
ful thinker,  he  greatly  excelled  any  of  the 
statesmen  of  his  day.  He  has  had  many  bio- 
graphers and  will  have  more.  His  life  long 
friend  and  cotemporary,  Isaac  1ST.  Arnold,  of 
Illinois,  has  written  his  life,  recently  pub- 
lished. *  It  is  a  work  of  scholarly  and  artistic 
merit  and  evidently  one  of  love  and  enthusi- 
asm. The  early  or  private  life  is  not  much 
written  about.  In  the  Christian  coloring,  it 
is  very  much  like  Holland's,  wherein  on  one 
page  appears  the  word  Christian  ten  times 
as  applied  to  Lincoln  and  his  administration. 
Most  sectarians  now  think,  write  and  act  as 
if  they  had  a  copyright  to  apply  Christian  to 
every  thing  good  and  God-like  abont  this 
President;  yet  no  one  presumed  to  call  him 
a  Christian  until  after  his  death.  It  may  be 
a  soul-saving  process  like  the  ancient  one  of 
Pope  Gregory  in  the  sixth  century.  It  is  re- 
lated that,  one  day  he  was  meditating  on  an 
anecdote  of  the  Pagan  Emperor  Trajan's  hay- 
ing turned  back,  when  at  the  head  of  his 
legions  on  his  way  to  battle,  to  render  justice 
to  a  poor  widow,  who  flung  herself  at  his 
horse's  feet.  It  seemed  to  Gregory  that  the 
soul  of  a  princB  so  good  could  not  be  forever 
lost,  Pagan  though  he  was;  and  he  prayed 
for  him,  till  a  voice  declared  Trajan  to  have 
been  saved  through  his  intercession. 

And  thus,  through  the  praver  of  a  "  Chris- 
tian" Pope,  a  Pagan  of  the  first,  was  mater- 
ialized into  a  Christian  in  the  sixth  century, 
and  was,  of  course,  transferred  from  hell  to 
heaven.  Now  behold  how  a  modern  politician 
can  plaj  theologian  in  christianizing  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.    Says  Arnold: 

"  No  more  reverent  Christian  than  he  eyer 
sat  in  the  executive  chair,  not  excepting 
Washington."  "  It  is  not  claimed  that  he 
was  orthodox.  For  creeds  and  dogmas  he 
cared  little."  ''  But  in  the  great  fundament- 
al principle  of  the  Christian  religion  he  was 
a  firm  believer."  "Every  true  Christian  ronld 
recognize  him  as  a  brother."    "Theunbe- 

•  Jansen,  McClurg  ±  Co.,  Chicago. 


liever  cannot  make  the  world  doubt  his  Chris- 
tianity." 

This  graDd  aboriginal  man,  born  in  the 
wild  hunting  grounds  of  Daniel  Boone— bred 
and  nurtured  midst  the  freedom  of  the  West- 
ern prairies  and  rivers,  with  his  religion  as 
broad  a*  they.  |s  thus  canonized  a  Christian. 
Indeed  there  is  now  hope  for  Benjamin 
Franklin,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson, 
as  well  as  the  chieftain*.  Red  Jacket,  Tecum- 
seh  and  Black  Hawk.  This  Christian  presti- 
digitation is  effected  by  assuming  that  re- 
ligions and  Christian  are  convertible  terms. 
ft  is  troe  from  the  stand-point  of  reason,  re- 
ligion and  philosophy  are,  but  Christianity 
and  religion  are  not. 

The  niueteenthchapterof  Lnmonand  Hern- 
don's  Life  of  Lincoln,  published  a  few  years 
ago.  is  intensely  interesting  reading  on  the 
question  of  his  religion  and  his  peculiar 
traits  of  character.  In  the  preface  of  the 
book  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Herndon  had  been 
the  partner  in  business  and  the  intimate  per- 
sonal associate  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  something 
like  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Most  of  the  evi- 
dence on  the  question  of  religion  was  obtain- 
ed by  Mr.  Herndon.  The  names  and  testi- 
mony of  eleven  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  nearest 
friends  are  given,  most  of  them  residents  of 
Springfield  and  gentlemen  of  distinction. 
Their  united  testimony  may  be  summed  up 
in  the  few  words  of  one  of  these  gentlemen: 
"  His  religious  views  were  eminently  practi- 
cal and  contaiued  in  these  two  propositions: 
'the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man.'"  And  he  says  fnrther:  "No  relig- 
ious views  with  him  seemed  to  find  any  favor, 
except  of  the  practical  and  rationalistic  or- 
der; and  if  I  was  called  upon  to  designate  an 
author  whose  views  most  nearly  represented 
Mr.  Lincoln's  on  this  subject,  I  would  say 
that  author  was  Theodore  Parker."  Mr.  Hern- 
don published  a  letter  on  this  subject,  under 
date  of  February  18th,  1870,  which  had  an 
extensive  circulation  thronshout  the  United 
States.    His  conclusions  are  thus  stated: 


"From  what  I  know  of  Mr.  Lincoln  auu 
from  what  I  have  heard  and  verily  believe,  I 
can  say,  first,  that  he  did  not  believe  in  a 
special  creation,  his  idea  being  that  all  crea- 
tion was  an  evolution  under  law;  secondly, 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Bible  was  a 
special  revelation  from  God,  as  the  Christian 
world  contends;  thirdly,  he  did  not  believe 
in  miracles,  as  understood  by  the  Christians; 
fourthly,  he  believed  in  universal  inspiration 
ami  miracles  under  law:  he  did  not  believe 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  the  Sou  of  God,  as 
the  Christian  world  contends;  sixthly,  he  be- 
lieved that  all  things,  both  matter  and  mind, 
were  governed  by  laws,  universal,  absolute 
and  eternal.  Law  was  to  Lincoln  every  thing, 
and  special  interferences,  shams  anil  delu- 
sions. I  know  whereof  I  speak.  I  used  to 
loan  him  Theodore  Parker's  works.  I  loaned 
him  Emerson  sometimes." 

A  congress  of  many  hundreds  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  is,  at  this  time  (Oct. 
21)  in  session  at  New  Haven,  Ct.  Westmins- 
ter Cathedral,  London,  is  represented  by  the 
celebrated  Canon  Farrar.  He  knows  what 
constitutes  a  Christian,  for  he  is  one  of  the 
chief  engineers  in  charge  of  that  corpora- 
tion's opposition  lightning  express  train 
from  St.  Peter's  and  the  Vatican.  This  train 
has  a  baggage  car  loaded  with  venerable  su- 
perstitions, many  Pagan  and  Oriental— all 
handled  as  crefully  as  those  by  the  regular 
line  rnu  by  the  Pope.  Behold  the  play  with 
Hamlet  iu: 

"  Archdeacon  Farrar  was  greeted  with  pro- 
longed applause.  He  gave  a  rapid  sketch  of 
the  various  theories  of  the  religions  world 
down  to  the  present.  The  doctrine  of  the 
atonement,  he  held,  was  worthy  the  Master, 
nlse  it  would  never  have  been  given  the  place 
it  occupies  in  the  Holy  Book.  He  Concluded 
by  saying:  '  The  atonement  is  there.  It  is 
done,  and  we  can  say  no  more  about  it.  All 
conjecture  now  is  absurd  if  not  useless.  We 
look  to  the  creeds  of  Christianity,  and  also  in 
the  articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  there 
to  find  the  doctrine  of  man's  redemption 
stated  simply  as  a  fact.'" 

Now  loi>k  at  it  with  Ha'mlet  out.  Says  Hern- 
don, the  loving  friend  and  partner: 

"  When  Mr.  Lincoln  left  this  city  for  Wash- 
ington, I  know  he  had  undergone  no  change 
in  his  religious  opinions  or  views.  He  held 
many  of  the  Christian  ideas  in  abhorrence, 
and  among  them  was  this  one:  namely,  that 
God  would  forgive  the  sinner  for  a  violation 
of  his  laws.  Lincoln  maintained  that  God 
could  not  forgive;  that  punishment  has  to 
follow  the  sin;  that  Christianity  was  wrong 
in  teaching  forgiveness;  that  it  tended  to 
make  man  sin  in  the  hope  that  God  would 
excuse,  and  so  forth.  Lincoln  contended  that 
the  minister  should  teach  that  God  has  affix- 
ed pnnishmerit  to  sin,  and  that  no  repent- 
ance conld  bribe  him  to  remit  it I  never 

heard  him  use  the  name  of  Christ  but  to  con- 
fute the  idea  that  he  was  the  Christ,  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  as  the  Christian  world 
understands  it." 

And  Mr.  Herndon  says  in  a  letter  dated 
Feb.  18th,  1885: 

"Lincoln  wrote  a  book  in  1835-6  on  'In- 
fidelity.' In  that  book  he  attacked  the  Bible, 
on  the  grounds  of  reason — on  its  inherent 
defects  and  self  contradiction;  he  denied 
Christ's  miraculous  conception,  etc. — denied 
special  inspiration,  revelation,  etc.  Lincoln, 
as  late  as  1858,  denied  the  divinity  of  Christ. 
On  my  own  personal  information  he  was  an 
ont  and  out  infidel  in  1860,  and  was  so  in 
Washington.  His  minister  there  so  held 
him.  His  private  secretary,  John  G.  Nicolay, 
wrote  me  a  letter  stating  that  he  saw  no 
change  in  Lincoln's  religions  views  in  Wash- 
ington. Since  his  death,  Mr*.  Lincoln  told 
me  that  her  husband  was  no  Christian — was 
an  unbeliever — a  fatalist." 


NEVER  A  CHURCH  HEITBER,  TET  RELIGIOUS. 

Mr.  Ward  H.  Lamon  ic  his  Life  of  Mr.  Lin- 
col  d  says: 

"  He  was  never  a  number  of  any  church, 
nor  did  he  believe  in  the  divinity  of  Christ, 
or  the  inspiration  of  tte  Scriptures  in  the 
sense  understood  by  evangelical  Christians. 
His  theological  opinions  were  substantially 
those  expounded  by  The»dore  Parker." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  1859,  Theo- 
dore Parker  lefc  his  pulpit  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  and  never  returned  to  it  again.  It 
was  in  these  days  that  Herndon  was  dealing 
ont  to  Lincoln,  for  his  religious  reading,  the 
works  of  Parker.  At  the  same  time  the  Chris- 
tian clergymen  of  some  of  the  Boston  churches 
were  zealously  praying  God  to  prevent  the 
heterodox  Parker  from  ever  regaining  his 
health.  Their  prayers  seem  to  have  been  an- 
swered. He  died  in  F.'ireuce,  Italy,  a  few 
days  before  Lincoln's  first  nomination  for  the 
Presidency.  Arnold  say-;:  "To  a  friend  who 
inquired  why,  with  his  trong,  religious  na- 
ture, he  did  not  unite  with  some  church  or- 
ganization," Lincoln  replied: 

'•  Becanse  I  find  diffieolty  in  giving  my  as- 
sent, without  mental  reservation,  to  the  com- 
plicated statements  of  Christian  doctrine 
which  constitate  their  articles  of  belief  and 
confessions  of  faith.  When  any  church  will 
inscribe  over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  qualifica- 
tion for  membership,  the  Savior's  condensed 
statement  of  the  substance  of  both  law  and 
gospel:  'Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  with  ail  thy  sool,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  a9  thy- 
self.' that  chnrch  shall  I  join  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul." 

It  i9  notorious  that  all  through  his  re- 
nowned five  years  contest  with  Douglas, 
which  made  him  President,  and  In  fact  np  to 
the  firing  on  Fort  Snmter  by  the  rebels,  the 
Christian  chorcheg  and  their  supporters,  the 
capitalists,  bitterly  opposed  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
especially  the  Repnbliean  party.  Early  in 
the  war  it  was  the  E  ^arian  abolitionist9 
who  tauntingly  said: 

"The  PrrsMeat  woul/^ike  to  have  God  on 
his  side  but  he  must  c*.ve  Kentucky."  To 
which  he  philosophically  replied:  "It  is  my 
constant  anxiety  and  p.ayer  that  I  and  this 
nation  shonld  be  on  the  Lord's  side,  for  I 
know  that  the  Lord  is  always  on  the  side  of 
the  right." 

The  truth  is  this  great  champion  of  free-  I 
dom   was  ranch   mire  original  and   Pagan. 
than  conventional  and  Christian.    Love  of 
goodness  in  every  thing  makes  Socrates  the 
central  figure  of  the  classic  ages.    Mr.  Liu-  i 
coin's  love  of,  and  loyalty  to.  truth,  to  liber-  ; 
ty  and  goodness,  renders  his   name  equally  j 
illustrious  in  modern  history.    The  pictur-  I 
e<que  words  of  Emerson  about' the  grand  old 
Grecian  sage  well  become  our  hero  of  the 
nineteenth  century: 

"  A  man  of  humble  stem,  but  honest  enough; 
of  the  commonest  hintory;  of  a  personal 
homeliness  so  remarkable,  as  to  be  cau9e  of 
wit  in  others,  the  rather  that  his  broad  good 
nature  and  exquisite  t.iste  for  a  joke  invited 
the  sally,  which  was  sure  to  be  paid.  He 
was  a  cool  fellow,  adding  to  his  hnmor  a  per- 
fect temper,  and  a  knowledge  of  his  man,  be 
he  who  he  might  whom  he  talked  with,  which 
laid  the  companion  open  to  c  rtain  defeat  in 
any  debate,  and  in  debate  he  immoderately 
delighted.  The  young  men  are  prodigiously 
fond  of  him,  and  invite  him  to  their  feast9, 

whither  he  goes  for  conversation In  short, 

he  was  what  our  country  people  call  an  old 
one.  *  [Old  Abe].  He  iffected  a  good  many 
citizen-like  tastes,  knew  the  old  characters, 
valued  the  bores  and  Philistines.  He  was 
plain  as  a  Quaker  in  hf.bit  and  speech,  u«ed 
low  phrases,  and  illustrations  from  cocks 
and  qnails,  soup  pans  and  sycamore  spoon9, 
grooms  and  farriers,  and  especially  if  he  talk- 
ed  with  any  gnperfine  person.     He   had  a 

Franklin-like  wisdom  Plain  old  nncle  as 

he  was.  with  his  great  ears, — an  immense 
talker,  h«  attacks  and  brings  down  all  the 
fine  speakers,  all  the  fine  philosophers  of 

Athens,  whether  natives,  or  strang°rs 

under  cover  of  this  play,  enthusiastic  in  his 
religion." 


Lincoln,  like  Socrates,  was  a  man  so  natu- 
ral, so  thoughtful,  rational  and  sagacious, 
that  he  clearly  saw  that  the  popular  tradi- 
tional theology  of  his  day  and  age  was  not 
religion.  "  On  religions  matters,"  says  Lam- 
on, "he  thought  deeply;  and  his  opinions 
were  positive." "Aspiring  to  lead  relig- 
ious communities,  he  foresaw  that  he  must 
not  appear  as  an  enemy  within  their  gates; 
aspiring  to  puhlie  honors  under  the  auspices 
of  a  political  party  which  persistently  sum- 
moned religions  people  to  assist  in  the  ex- 
tirpation of  that  which  is  denounced  as  the 
'nation's  sin.'  he  foresaw  that  he  could  not 
a^k  their  suffraees  whilst  aspersing  their 
faith.  He  perceived  no  reason  for  changing 
his  convictions,  but  he  did  perceive  many 
gooi  and  cogent  reasons  for  not  making  them 
public."    "  He  was,"  says  Arnold,  "  by  nature 

religions;  full  of  religions  sentiment." 

"  He  had  a  sagacity  which  seemed  almost  in- 

*  In  a  late  number  of  the  y'orth  Ame-ican  Review 
Gov.  E.  R.  Waohburne  says:  One  afternoon,  in  Chi- 
cago, July.  1847,  several  of  us  sat  on  the  sidewalk 
under  the  balcony  in  front  of  the  Sherman  House 
and  amine  the  number  the  accomplished  scholar 
and  unrivalled  orator.  Lisle  Smith.  He  sullenly  in- 
terrupted the  conversation  by  exclaiming.  "There  is 
Lincoln  on  the  other  sldecf  the  street!  Just  look  at 
Old  Abe,"  No  one  who  saw  him  can  forget  his  per- 
sonal appearance  at  that  time.  Tall,  angnhr  and 
awkward,  he  had  on  a  9hort-waisted.  thin,  swallow- 
tail coat,  a  short  vest  of  same  material,  thin  panta- 
loons, scarcelr  coming  down  to  his  ankles,  a  straw 
ba(  and  a  pair  of  brogios  with  woolen  socks. 

In  the  Sangamon  country,  bis  home,  he  had  al- 
ways been  known  as  "honest  Abe;"  but  now  at 
thirty-six  years  of  age  it  was  "  old  Abe." 


stinctive  in  sifting  the  true  and  real  from 

the  false." "He  was  ever  seeking  the  right, 

the  real,  and  the  trae." 

And  the  noble,  justice-loving  Herndon,  says: 

"  I  maintain  that  Lincoln  was  a  deeply- 
religious  man  at  all  times  and  places,  in  spite 
atblBtraniientdoubU." "The  great  pre- 
dominating elements  of  his  peculiar  charac- 
ter were:  first,  his  great  capacity  and  power 
of  reason;  secondly,  his  excellent  under- 
standing; thirdly,  an  exalted  idea  of  the 
sense  of  right  and  equity;  and,  fourthly,  his 
intense  veneration  of  what  was  true  and 
f/ood.". ..."  He  live  I  and  breathed  and  acted 
from  his  reason.  It  it  from  thit  point  he 
must  be  rinsed.  His  pursuit  of  the  truth  was 
indefatigable,  terrible.  He  loved  and  idoliz- 
ed truth  for  its  own  sake.  It  was  reason's 
food.    Honesty  was  his  great  polar  star." 

In  these  terse  sentences  we  catch  a  glimpse 
of  the  religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Nature 
was  the  Temple,  with  Reason,  nurtured  by 
Truth,  the  Priestess.  But  what  of  Reason? 
Was  it  common  sense — good  judgment?  Aye, 
more;  Reason  is  all  in  all.  It  is  not  the  pro 
duct  of  the  thinking  faculties,  nor  the  ac- 
cumulated logic  of  thinking,  nor  the  appre- 
hension and  decision  of  the  best-balanced 
judgment;  but  it  is  the  harmonization  of  the 
whole  higher  consciousness,  the  affirmation 
of  all  sides  and  faculties  and  attribute  of 
the  mind,  the  bleniing  of  all  our  spiritual 
power  into  activity  and  manifestation.  Wher- 
ever the  sentiment  of  right  comes  in,  it  takes 
precedence  of  every  thing  else  in  its  perfect 
fruition.  Emerson's  iuspired  words,  in  re- 
spect to  it,  ought  to  be  printed  in  letterg  of 
gold,  in  all  our  homes,  schools,  colleges, 
churches,  courts  of  justice  and  legislative 
halls: 

"  Man  is  conscious  of  a  universal  soul  with- 
in or  behind  his  individual  life,  wherein,  as 
in  a  firmament,  the  principles  of  Use,  Justice, 
Truth,  Love,  Freedom,  arise  and  shine.  This 
universal  soul  he  calls  Reason;  it  is  not 
niine,  or  thine,  or  his,  but  we  are  its;  we  are 
its  property  and  men.  And  the  blue  sky  in 
which  the  primitive  earth  is  buried,  the  sky 
with  its  eternal  calm,  and  full  of  everlast- 
ing orbs,  is  the  type  of  Reason.  That  which, 
intellectually  considered,  we  call  Reason, 
considered  in  relation  to  nature,  we  call 
spirit.  Spirit  is  the  Creator.  Spirit  hath 
life  in  itself.  And  man  iu  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries embodies  it  in  his  language,  as  the 
Father." 


Reasou,  or  Spirit,  or  God,  in  the  Emerso>\ 
ian  sense  is  in  our  Declaration  of  Indepen^ 
ence,  in  the  constitutions,  State  and  Federal* 
of  this  country,  as  well  as  on  the  almighty 
dollar,  "  In  God  we  trust."  confounding  sec- 
tarians and  agnostics  alike.  Of  this  Spirit, 
or  Father,  Max  Muller  writes: 

"  We  shall  have  to  learn  the  same  lesson 
agaiu  and  again  in  the  science  of  religion, 
namely,  that  the  place  whereon  we  stand  is 
holy  grouud.  Thousands  of  years  have  pass- 
ed since  the  Aryan  nations  separated  to  trav- 
el to  the  North  and  the  South,  the  West  and 
the  East;  they  have  each  formed  their  lan- 
guages, they  have  each  founded  empires  and 
philosophies,  they  have  each  built  temples 
and  razed  them  to  the  ground;  they  have  all 

frown  oldor,  and  it  may  be  wiser  and  better; 
ut  when  they  search  for  a  name  for  what  is 
most  exalted  and  yet  most  dear  to  every  one 
of  us,  when  they  wish  to  express  both  awe 
and  love,  the  infinite  and  the  finite,  they  can 
but  do  what  their  old  fathers  did  when  gaz- 
ing np  to  the  eternal  sky,  and  feeling  the 
presence  of  a  Being  as  far  as  far,  and  as  near 
as  near  can  be;  they  can  but  combine  the 
self-same  words,  and  utter  once  more  the 
primeval  Aryan  prayer.  Heaven— Father,  in 
that  form  which  will  endure  forever, '  Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven.'  " 

The  inspired  exponent  of  the  Semitic  re- 
ligion meant  the  same  thing  when  he  said, 
"God  is  a  spirit."  I  and  my  Father  are  one." 
"There  is  none  good  but  one  that  Is  God." 

•'  Your  God,"  said  Wesley  to  Whitfield,  when 
he  was  setting  forth  some  hard  system  of  re- 
volting Calvinism,  "  your  God  is  my  devil." 
LINCOLN'S  HATRED  OF  SLAVERY. 

It  was  to  that  Reason,  or  the  good,  or  God, 
that  young  Lincoln  consecrated  himself  to 
human  rights,  as  is  thus  related  by  Arnold: 

"  It  is  well  authenticated  that  he  did  once 
with  much  emphasis  invoke  the  name  of  the 
Almighty.  It  was  not.  however,  done  pro- 
fanely, but  to  register  in  Heaven  avow  while 
yet  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age  that 
controlled  him  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
wonderful  life.  He  was  in  New  Orleans  with 
his  friend  John  Hanks;  they  had  eee^n  a  sale 
of  slaves.  The  feature  that  most  impressed 
young  Lincoln  was  the  sight  of  one  of  the 
unhappy  ones,  'a  beautiful  light  mulatto 
girl.'  '  She  was,' as  Mr.  Hanks  puts  it,  'felt 
over,  pinched  and  trotted  around  to  show  bid- 
ders that  'said  article  was  sound,  etc."'  Lin- 
coln walked  away  from  the  sad,  inhuman 
«ight  with  a  deep  feeling  of  '  nnsmotherable 
hate,*  and  then,  turning  to  John  Hanks,  said: 
'  By  God,  if  I  ever  get  a  chance  to  hit  that  in- 
stitution. I  will  hit  it  hard,  John.' " 

This  deep  hatred  of  hnman  bondage  is  re- 
vealed twenty-three  years  later  in  a  letter 
written  to  a  friend  in  Kentucky: 

"I  confess  I  hate  to  see  the  poor  creatures 
hunted  down,  and  caught  and  carried  back 
to  their  stripes  and  unrequited  toil;  but  I 
bite  my  lip,  and  keep  quiet.  In  1811,  yon 
and  I  had  together  a  tedious,  low-water  trip 
on  a  steamboat  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis. 
Yon  mav  remember,  as  I  well  do,  that  from 
Louisville  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  there 
were  on  board  ten  or  a  dozen  slaves,  shackled 
together  with  irons.  That  sight  was  a  con- 
tinual torment  to  me,  and  I  see  something 
like  it  every  time  I  touch  the  Ohio,  or  any 
other  slave  border.    It  i9  not  fair  for  you  to 


MhJ.   Hay's  Kstlmato  of  Lincoln.    , 

The  estimate  MaJ.  Hay  formed  twenty-Ova 
years  ago  of  ibr.iuam  Lincoln  appears  clear- 
ly enough  In  the  Ctnturu  history  ot  the  dead 
President,  but  the  following  letter  by  Hay  In 
"Hertdon's  Life  ot  Lincoln'"  reveals  tue  ex- 
tent and  earnestness  of  tho  author's  concep- 
tion or  his  subject:  /o  J   f 

•'Lincoln  went  to  bed  ordinarily  from  10 
to  11  o'clock,  unless  ho  happened  to  be  kept 
up  by  liupurtuut  news.  In  which  case  he 
would  frequently  remain  at  tue  War  Depart- 
lueLt  nil  l  or  •_'.  He  rose-  early.  Wbou  he 
lived  In  tho  country  at  the  Soldiers'  Home 
he  would  be  up  and  dressed,  eat  his  break- 
fast (which  wjs  extremely  frugal— an  egg,  a 
piece  ot  toast,  coffee,  etc.)  auU  ride  lulo 
Washington,  all  berore  o  o'clock.  In  the  win- 
ter at  tho  White  Hou^e  l>u  wu>  n,ul  quite  so 
early.  lie  did  not  sleep  well,  but  spent 
a  good  while  in  bed.  •  •  •  lie  was 
extremely  unmethodical;  It  was  a  four 
year's  struggle  on  Mcoluy's  part  and  mine 
to  get  him  to  adopt  some  systematic  rules. 
He  would  break  through  evury  regulation  as 
fast  as  It  was  mude.  Anything  that  kept 
the  people  away  from  him  he  disapproved, 
although  they  nearly  annoyed  the  lite  out  of 
him  by  unreasonable  complaluts  and  re- 
quests. He  wrote  very  few  litters,  and  did 
not  read  one  lu  Ufty  that  he  received. 
•  •  •  He  was  very  abstemious— ate  less 
than  any  man  I  know.  He  drunk  nothing  ( 
but  water,  not  from  principle,  but  because  ' 
he  did  not  like  wine  or  spirits.  Once.  In 
rather  dark  days  oarly  in  the  war.  a  temper- 
ance committee  cuinu  to  him  and  said  that 
the  reason  we  did  not  win  was  because  our 
army  drank  so  much  whisky  as  to  bring  the 
curse  of  the  Lord  upon  tbeni.  He  said 
It  was  rather  unfair  on  the  part  of 
the  aforesaid  curse,  as  the  otrier  side 
drank  more  and  worse  whisky  than  ours 
did.  He  read  very  little.  He  scarcely 
looked  Into  a  newspaper  unless  1  called  his 
attention  to  an  article  un  some  special  sub- 
ject, llo  frequeutly  suld  "1  know  more 
about  it  than  any  nf  them."  It  Is  absurd  to 
call  him  u  modest  man.  No  great  man  was 
ever  modest.  It  was  his  Intellectuul  arro- 
gance and  unconscious  assumption  of  supe- 
riority tnat  men  like  Chase  and  -umner  never 
could  rorglve.  1  believe  that  Lincoln  Is  well 
understood  by  the  people,  but  there  Is  a 
patent-leather,  kid-glove  set  who  know  no 
more  ot  him  than  un  owl  does  of  a  comet 
blazlug  into  Its  bunking  eyes.  Their  esti- 
mates ot  him  are  in  many  cases  disgraceful 
exhibitions  of  ignorance  and  prejudice. 
Their  eOlmlnato  natures  shrink  Instinctively 
from  tho  contact  ot  a  great  reality  like  Lin- 
coln's character.  I  consider  l.iucolu's  re- 
publicanism incarnate— with  all  Its  faults 
and  all  Its  virtues.  As.  in  spite  of  some 
rudeness,  republicanism  Is  the  sole  nope  ot 
a  sick  world,  so  Lincoln,  with  a'.i  his  lolbles, 
is  the  greatest  character  sluce  Christ." 
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LINCOLN'S  THEOLOGY. 
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It    l)i<l    Not    Allow    Him    to    Stnnd   la    i  U<. 
VVu>    of   Appoint  incut*. 

Immediately  after  the  earliest  battles  of 
the  war  most  of  the  si.  k  and  wounded 
wire  brought  to  the  Philadelphia  h  capita  la 
for  treutnient,  and  I  was  In  dally  re- 
ceipt of  letters  from  my  denominational 
friends  soliciting  me  to  visit  husbands  and 
brothers  who  were  among  the  sick  r. nd 
wounded.  As  much  of  my  tune  was  thus 
occupied,  and  at  considerable  expense,  It 
was  suggested  by  tin-  Hun  Henry  1).  Moore 
that  application  be  made  for  the  position 
of  hospital  chaplain,  and  it  was  on  the 
i-  mmendatlon  of  Mr.  Moon-  and  Gov- 
ernor Curtln  that  the  President  made  tho 
nomination. 

Soon  as  It  was  announced  In  the  papers 
thut  my  name  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  confirmation,  a  self-conrtltuted  commu- 
tes of  "Young  Christians*'  CT)  consulted 
with  a  few  others,  us  bigoted  us  them- 
selves, and  volunteered  t h>  ir  services  to 
visit  Washington  and  try  to  induce  the 
President    to   withdraw    the   name. 

It  so  happened  that  when  these  gen- 
tlemen called  upon  the  President  Mr.  Co- 
vode  was  present,  and  made  known  the 
Interview  to  a  reporter,  and  It  thus  be- 
came  public. 

"We  hav.-  called,  Mr  Presldi  nt,  to  confer 
with  you  In  regard  to  the  appointment  o; 
Mr.  Bbrigley  of  Philadelphia  as  hospital 
lain." 

Tin-  President  responded:  "Oh  •■  ■  .  n  n- 
tlemen;  I  have  sent  his  nam*    to  the  Bi  n- 

ute.     and     he     Will     no     doubt     be     COIlfll  I 

at  an  early  day." 

One  '•(  the  young  m-n  r.  i ■  1 1     1     "We  have 

not   come   to  ask   fcr   the  appointment,    but 

Iclt  you  to  withdraw   tfa  •  nomination." 

"Ah,"  said  Lincoln,  "that  alt<  r  the  •  , 
but  "ii  what  ground  do  you  wisii  the  nom- 
ination withdrawn?" 

The  answer  was:  "Mr  Bhrlgley  Is  not 
sound  In  his  theological  opinions  " 

The  President  Inquired:  ">  >n  what  ques- 
tion   Is    the   gentleman    Unsound?" 

Response:   "He  does   not   belwvi    in   en  l- 

less  punishment;  not  only  so.  sir.  but  he  be- 
lieves that  even  the  rebels  themselves  will 
finally    bu    saved." 

"is  that  so?"   inquired   the   President, 
TU  iii..ini~r»  w/   ihu  oomrrlttoe   both   re- 
sponded: "Yea.  sir." 

"Well,  gentlemen.  «  that  he  so.  and  there 
Is  any  way  under  heaven  w  1.  reuj  the  reb- 
els can  be  saved,  then,  for  God's  sake,  and 
their  Bakes,  let  the  man  be  appointed."— 
Lincoln   Memorial. 


A  New  Story  of  Lincoln. 

At  a  dinner  party  the  other  evening  1 
heard  a  storv  of  President  Lincoln  which 
was  new  to  me.  It  was  told  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Nuur.=;e,  of  this  city,  who  said  that  the 
President  was  very  much  annoyed  by  the 
persistence  of  a  certain  member  of  Con- 
gress oamed  Jerry  Smith,  who  haunted 
him  continually  wherever  he  went  with 
applications  for  olliee  on  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents. One  day  a  delegation  ol  clergy- 
men called  upon  Mr.  Lincoln  to  pay  their 
respects,  and  one  of  th  im  asked  him  if  ho 
avi  r  sought  ci. im-.  I  and  ..uidai.ee  from  the 
Lord  during  thai  time  ut  bis  great  respon- 
sibility and  anxiety.  •-*'-£  "7 

"Yes,"  replied  Mi.  Lincoln,  '-1  pray 
every  ni  hi  bi  fore  I  retire.  1  think  of  tho 
hundred-,  of  thoo  -audi  of  soldiers  camped 
in  the  souih;  the  boys  in  blue  as  well  as 
ihe  I...,,-,  in  L.ia>,  and  1  praj  that  the  one 
may  be  supported  in  their  efforts  to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  the  other  shown  the 
error  of  their  unholy  strife.  I  think  ol  the 
inds  of  deserted  homes  in  tho  north, 
of  the  thousands  ol  weeping  women  and 
fatherless  children,  and  1  pray  God  to  give 
tin  .,1  strength  to  bear  their  bereavi 
and  the  wisdom  to  see  that  their  husbands, 
sons  and  lathers  have  died  fighting  I  u  the 
right  1  think  oi  i,i>  responsibility  and 
pray  for  strength  and  wisdom.  Ihen  I 
look  under  the  bid,  and.  finding  that  Jerry 
Smith  is nol  there  withanappli  ition  toi 
1  thank  the  Lord  for  ii,  turn  out  the 
light,  lock  the  door,  jump  in  between  the 
iheel  ,  and  go  to  sleep  Instantlj ." —  Wath- 
(noton  cor.  i  /...  tg  .  At  us. 
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Lincoln's  Religion. 

\  The  forthcoming  (August)  number  of  the 
Cmtury  will  contain  a  chapter  on  "Lincoln 
ana  the  churches"  in  the  Lincoln  History, 
by  Messrs.  ilay  and  Mcoiuy,  from  Which  the 
following   is     an     extract    irom     advance 

Shoots :  |   V^^S 

"He  was  a  man  of  profound  and  Intense 
religious  feeling.  We  nave  no  purpose  of 
attempting  to  rormuiute  his  cree  l ;  we  ques- 
tion ir.h,<  himseir  ever  aids..  There  nave 
been  swift    witnesses  who,  lodging  troiu  ex. 

Pressious  attend  in  his  sallow   youth,  have 
called  lum  an  almost,  and   others  v/iio 
the  most  laudable   intentions,  have  remem- 
bered improbable  conversations    Which  they 
bring  forward  to    prove   at    once    bis    ui 
doxy    and      their    lutliuacv    witn    him.     Hut 

leaving  aside  these  apoci -yphal  avid »s  M  > 

have  only  to  loot  at  his  eutueatic  n 
private   utterances    to   see    how    dean 
strong  in  all  the  latter  part  of  blfi  life  «as  me 
current  or  his  religious  thought  and  emotion 
He  continually  invited  and    uppreciat  j     at 
their  highest  value,  the  prayers  or  g,.o,i  peo- 
ple.    llio|ia-,ureof  iuL.   tremendous   uiob- 
lems  by  which  iiu  was  surrounded;  the  a.%      | 
moral  significance  of  tbe  couiiict  in  which  he 
was  the  cblei  combatant;  the  overwhelming 
sense  or  personal  responsibility. which  nev  S 
lert  him  lor  an  hour— all   contributed  to   i 
duce.    in    a    temperament    naturally  serums 
and    predisposed    to   u  spiritual  View  OI  Ufa 
and  conduct,    i  sense  of  reverent    acceptance 
of     tue     guidance      or     a    superior     Pow    i 
rrom    that    morning    when,    sianaingamld 
the  railing  snowflakes  on  tue  railway  cat   it 
Springfield,    ho    usked    tho    prayers    of    his 
neighbors  in   tho,o    touching  phrases  whose 
echo  ro,o   that  night   n,    invocations    I 
thousands  of  family  altar,,  to  that  memora 
bio  hour  when  on  the  steps  of  tueCapitol  he 
bumbled  himself  before  bis  Creator   in    tbe 

SUbllme  Words  Ol  ti.  a  second  Inaugural    th.ro 

isuotan  expression   known   iu   bare' come 

rrom    his  lips  or  his    pen  Out  proves    that    ho 

hold  himseir  answerable  in  every  act  or  his 
career  to  a  more  august  tribunal  than  any  on 
eartb.  1  be  tact  that  no  was  not  a  communi- 
cant or  any  church,  and  that  ho  was  singu- 
larly reserved  in  regard  to  his  p-rsonal  re- 
iigious  lire,  gives  only  mo  greater  ror.0  to 
those  striking  proors  or  his  profound  rovor- 
euce  undXulih."  [ 


|  y(  Lincoln's  Religion. 

/  [From  tho  Boston  Herald  ]\  * 

From  the  ecclesiastical  point  or  vlow  a 
ham  Lincoln  was  no  morn  of  a  religious 
than  ueorgo  Washington    was.    Tbe  one 
a  spiritual  training    In    the    log  cabin  at 
the  rough  practical  life  of    the    early    « 
tuejotnergrew  up  under  tbe  nigh  bred  cul 
of  tbe  colonial  churchmen  or  Virginia, 
ther  or  tbe  men  was  a  communicant  in 
religious  organization.     ™ich  was  cane 
uda.i,,!su-r  public  arrairs    n  trymlp^J 
and    under   circumstances   of   the  area 

atTnltyVra,1,,J,each  "ai  furnished  us 
a  type  of  religious  character  of  a  high  m 
Washington  was  naturally  OSe 
Obligation,.  una  yet  so  reserved 
£«t»Sx£re8slon  «»' his  own  feeliSgs  thi 
hover  communicated  his    religious    co 

tons  toothers.     Lincoln  had  ffteSJmS. 

11 V  "l!l'  aimo  :  humor  that  a 

rahly comolemented  it.  and  it  was  not 

is  forced  into  the  broach  that  be  sb. 

the  spiritual  side  of  his  n.o      u0  wnsns 

-  Washington,  but  In  bis  variols 
u  uitl,ranc..s>„u  trace  the  convictions 

" '"'      "    "' ">">d    spiritual     ran 

"/onKi?  marked  auu  controlled  his     i  ' 
Practical    lire,    ana    who   rose  is  u  It 
man    to    that    high    point    or  calm  wa 
upon    the    ov.nt    m    wnich    be     relt 
r'^  s,pnrJ  '"    si  mething  aim 

fro,"  •        •    >na that  thee 

wouldsureij  show  what  God's  puiVose 

in""'  "'"''     im"    u 

mis  pressure  b  is  no  u  ins  inse  in  it    and 
evident  rrom  the  r,    gmenti'y  uttei  . 
n    in  m    icl    :  a  brought  bis 
■    :..      with  bis  w 
Bvei    more    ,,, 

gluui,,. 

test    or  v 

riduul     chnraci 
stronger  light  iin--        "  .     '    '"   "   ' 

"oua  thit  what  mev.-V 

OB  E 

w 

sgMM 


LINCOLN'S  RELIGION. 

The  old  controversy  aa  to  wheth- 
er Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  Christian 
has  recently  been  revived,  through 
discussions  following  an  address  by 
former  Governor  Dunne  of  Illinois, 
In  which  he  said  that  "Lincoln  was 
not  a  Christian,  but  was  probably  a 
deist  and  a  disbeliever  in  miracles, 
revelations,  the  atonement,  etc." 

This  was  the  view  taken  by  all  of 
Lincoln's  intimate  friends  and  asso- 
ciates in   the  discussion  which  was 
precipitated       shortly       after       his 
death  by  tho  claims  of  some  that  he 
was  orthodox,  and  of  others  that  he 
was  an  ••infidel."    **  $,  7-  c  <fM^ 
Practically  the  only,  value  attach 
mg  to  this  Loncoln  controversy  to 
day  is  its  revelation  of  the  curious 
persistence  of      terms      which    have 
been   applied   to  states  of  religious 
thought  in  the  past,   but  which  are 
never  linked  with  the  same  state  of 
thought  among  people  living  at  this 
time.    ?>fs     Aim*~Cr   ftc*fSin\ 

Granting  that  Lincoln  believed  as 
1'ttle  in  the  theology  0r  the  Chris- 
tian  religion   as   those   who   called 
"n  an  "infidel"  asserted,   he  could 
nevertheless,  if  he  wore  alive  today 
occupy  the    pulpit    in    any  leading 
Congregational,  Presbyterian,  Chris- 
tan  or  Baptist  church  in  the  larger 
cities  of  the  United  States,  and    The 
congregation   would    never  think  to 
inquire    whether    there    was    a    dif- 

ZTZ    if WCOn     "1S    the°lQey    •»<! 

Possiblv  ,,?  Pa8t°r  °f  th0  *■«*■ 
Possibly    there    might    bo         d 

ence.  and  perhaps  not.     The,,,,     - 
Hon   would   not  bo  raised 

It  is  certain      that      Lincoln    be- 

mor2  t       Hi1"0'6    Str°ngly    ln    »ie 
moial   teachings  of  Jesus   than    the 

-ought   to  live  by  the,,,  aniJ   u    h   , 

1    Publicly.      There    is    no 
<»™ce    '"at    he     was    orthodox     and' 

BVe'leV\iei th»t  he  was  not   D 

His  orthodoxy,  or  lack  nt  1 

» mttaj  ,„„..  ;„,  „,';;;,„',',•  js 

mS,   "  !'u'"":  rM°«'»" » «S 

•"w«^o.u«Urttd",.cr'e,d 

*4\  /t»v» 
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March  9 ,  1892 

Rev.  I.  W.  Read, 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Dear  Sir  &  Bro: 

I  have  your  letter  of  March  2nd.   I  had  no  nersonal  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Lincoln  as  I  was  hut  a  child  when  he  left  Springfield  hut  since  I  have  "been  admit- 
ted to  the  "bar,  I  have  been  constantly  associated  with  Hon.  Milton  Hay  who  was  one 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  most  intimate  friends  since  some  time  before  1840.  Mr.  Hay  knew 
Mr.  Lincoln  nerhaps  as  well  a^  any  man  now  living  and  from  him  I  have  gathered  many 
reliable  facts  about  the  great  amancipator. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  I  think  it  will  have  to  be  said  that  the  world 
will  never  know  to  what  extent  Mr.  Lincoln  believed  in  the  New  Testament  and  the 
Christ  there  set  forth.   In  arly  life  he  was  not  a  believer  in  the  inspiration  of 
the  serin tures  and  frequently  so  expressed  h.inself.   He  was  familiar  with  the  scrip- 
tures and  defended  his  positions  with  rare  skill.  Mr.  Hay  has  often  heard  Lincoln 
and  Col.  1.  D.  Baker  discuss  the  subject.   Baker  affirming  and  Lincoln  denying  the 
authenticity  of  the  scriptures.  Not  that  Lincolnms  ribald  or  blasnheraous  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  controversy  was  candid  and  sincere:  Lincoln  seemed  unable  to 
accept  the  inspired  or  to  bring  his  mind  to  the  belief  that  they  were  inspired. 

This  was  in  1842  and  prior  years: 

There  is  ample  evidence  that  in  later  years  Lincoln's  mind  had  undergone  a 
change  on  this  subject  and  that  he  believed  in  an  overruling  providence  who  con- 
trolled and   irected  the  actions  of  men  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt.   In- 
deed in  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  almost  fanatical  in  this  belief. 

Just  after  Mr.  Lincoln's  death  soue  correspondence  and  perhaps  controversy 
arose  as  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  religious  views:  A  Scotch  Presbyterian  Minister  named 
Smith  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  1st  Pres.  Church,  of  this  city(the  church  to  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  belonged)  stated  that  soon  after  the  death  of  his  first  child  (between 


1845  &  1850)  he  and  Lincoln  had  discussed   the  question  fully  and  Mr.    Lincoln  ex- 
pressed  to  him  a  comrolete   change  in  his  views  on   the  whole  matter  and  Dr.   Miner  then 
pastor  of  the  1st.   Baptist  Church  here  and  now  in  I".   Y. ,   confirmed  Smith's  state- 
ments.     These  are   the  most  authentic  proofs  perhaps  in   existence.     Mr.  Hay  left  Lin- 
coln's  office  in  1842,    and  was  not  with  him  much  until  1858  but  h     says  he  never 
heard  him  utter  any  sceptical  expression  after   thi°    time  1858. 

That   trait  of  Lincoln's  character  upon  which  Mr.   Hay  dwells  with  most  emohasis 

is   the  perfect  candor  of  the  man:   He   says  he  never  heard  him  express  an  idea  or  take 
any 
m  position  or  utter  any  language  from  which  a  position  could  he   inferred,  which  was 

in  the   slightest  degree  misleading  or  liable    to  misconstruction;    and   to  Mr.  Hay's 
mind  the  strongest  proof  that  Lincoln  had  exnerienced  a  religious  change  was  his  wil- 
ling tendency   to  refer   to  divine   things  and  bespeak  di  vine  guidance  in  so  many  of 
his  latest  utterances: 

The   above  rra°   in  the  liandwriting  of  the  late  J.    ^tis  Humnhrey  and  was  copied 
by  my  s  tenographer.  * 

Apr.    4,    1919 

R.   H.   McAnulty 


%9* 
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LINCOLN'S    CHRISTIANITY. 

Rev.    Mauley    B.    Townscnd    Discusses 
Noble    Acts    of    His    Life. 

"Judged  by  the  standards  of  so- 
called  orthodoxy.  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  not  u  Christian,  but  judged  by 
the  golden  rule  and  the  sermon  on  the 
mount,  he  was  noble  in  his  Christian- 
ity," was  the  declaration  of  Rev.  Man- 
ley  B.  Townsend,  pastor  of  Unity 
church,  who  discussed  the  martyred 
president  In  his  Sunday  sermon.  The 
preacher    said    In    part: 

"Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  religious 
man,  but  no  particular  branch  of  Zlon 
can  claim  him.  He  belongs  to  that 
great  church  universal  of  which 
Christ  alone  is  the  head.  He  never 
Joined  a  church  because  he  could 
never  assent  to  the  creeds.  Hi.-,  views 
of  religion  were  exceedingly  liberal, 
and  Mi.  Herndon,  his  Ih\s  partner, 
has  testlfli  .1  timt  in  often  spoke  of  tin 
teachings  of  Theodore  Park)  r  as  simi- 
lar to  his  own.  He  was  far  from  be- 
ing orthodox,  and  was  often  rebuked 
by  the  narrow  and  bigoted  sectarians. 
His  trust  In  God  was  strong  and  de<  p. 
He  be|n \id  himself  the  chosen  in- 
strument    111     the     hands     of    «;",t     for 

preserving    the    union.      Hi     had    th 
same  feeling  as  Moses  and  Jesus  and 
Luther — that  God  was  using  him  for 
his   purpose. 

"The  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Is 
one  that  will  grow.  His  niche,  high 
up  in  the  hall  of  fame,  Is  a  sei  urc 
one.  As  time  rolls  on  h--  will  b 
more  deeply  enshrined  hi  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people.  His 
bod]  lies  burled  In  peaci  I  ul  1 1 K.- • 
John  Brown,  his  soul  Is  marching  on 
down  the  ages.  He  had  the  kind.  at 
heart  In  the  world.  As  a  lawyer  be 
was  always  doing  legal  favors  for  the 
poor  out  of  pure  i"\.    ol   humanity. 

"During  the  t.  rrlble  war  he  bad  ti>r 
doep.st  sympathy  for  the  soldli  ra 
who  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country,  and  p  p.  at-  illy  pardoned  nun 
si  i. t.  need  to  I"  .-hot  for  Bit  •  ping  OH 
guard.  Tin  woe  that  the  »«r  brought 
upon  the  people  ki  pi  ins  sympathetic 
ti • . i r t  .\.r  bleeding.  Human  suffer- 
ing never  appealed  to  him  In  vain,  and 
herein  lias  the  great  secret  >>f  his 
hold  upon  tin  affectlona  ol  the  peo- 
pie.  X.      -  «T.      /  ?  0f 

Reared  In  poverty,  with  scanty  ad- 
vantages for  obtaining  an  education, 
by  the  force  of  natlvi  talent  and  the 
power  ol  a  high  ambition,  hi 
from  obscurity  to  fame  and  honor. 
In  the  purest  sensi  of  thi  word  he 
was  a  self-educated,  si  lf-mad«  man. 
just  such  a  man  aa  any  ambiii 
young  fellow  of  ability  may  become 
by   persistent   effort.      He    will   always 

be    thi     ii    plratlon    i->~    poor    boys    of 
noble  ambition*. 

"A  distinguishing  characl  rial  waa 
:  his  Invinclbli  inti  grltj  Nol  one  db- 
bon<  wi  act  was  ever  brought  to  his 
door.  Everyone  trusted  him.  He  was 
one  Instinctively  to  b.  trusted  In 
vouth  he  won  the  soubriquet  of 
'Honest  Abe,"  a  title  that  followed 
him  through  life  and  will  bi  Insepa- 
rably connect*  d  with  his  nam-  as  long 
as  his  remembrance  endures." 


ALWAYS    HAD    SUPERB    FAITH. 


An    Incident,    Hitherto    Unrecorded,    of 
Lincoln's  Trust. 

As  illustrative  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  su- 
perb faith,  I  will  give  an  Instance  that 
I  have  never  seen  in  print,  says  a 
writer  in  the  Century  Magazine.  In 
the  largest  room  in  the  White  House, 
on  the  second  floor,  were  gathered  a 
number  of  officers  of  the  army,  then  of 
prominence  by  reason  of  the  com- 
mands that  the)  held  in  the  field; 
many  civilians  who  held  no  offices,  but 
who  had  come  from  the  north  to  see 
Washington  and  pay  their  respects  to 
Mi.  Lincoln,  and  perhaps  get  contracts 
essential  to  running  the  government: 
and  a  lew    members  of  congress 

At  first  it  appeared  more  like  a 
large  reception,  where  after  shaking 
hands,  people  slaved  to  chat  with  one 
another,  Not  far  from  Mr.  Lincoln  a 
promineni  senator,  whom  we  may  fall 
Senator  D — ,  In  a  strong,  deep  voice 
remarked:  1  believe  that,  if  we  could 
only   do   right  as  a   people,   the    Lord 

would    help    lis    and    we    should    have    a 

decided  success  In  tins  terrible  strug- 
ple."    Mi     Lincoln,  hearing  the  remark 

of  the  senator,  with  his  clear,  shrill 
enunciation,  cried  out:  "My  faith  is 
greater  'ban    yours."   /  >  '&  T 

Kv.-ivbodv  turned  and  looked  at  the 
president,  Who  was  head  and  shoulders 

above  all  ihose  assembled.  The  sena- 
tor who  had  Bpoken  then  -^aid.  How 
so.  Mi    Lincoln?" 

I  am  confident,"  said  he,  "that  God 
will  make  us  do  sufficiently  right  to 
givi     us    i  he   victory." 

Abr    Lincoln's    Religion.    If.  r 

t/lt     A-.,.  /    ff    )j 

A    fierce    newspapi  t   dispute   is    now 

g  oii  aa  to  the  religion   of   Abraham 

Lincoln,     it  seems  to  us   that   it   makes 

Serenes   whut   his   religion 

wasor  whether  lie  adhere!  to  any  pa 

ir  creed  or  repudiated  them  all.  lie 
was  one  >:  God's  chosen  instruments  for 
•■!  w  ronga  and  for  lilting 
mankind  to  higher  and  better  ideals. 
In^  Hie  ami  work  were  it  rebuke  to  those 
who  fritter  away  their  powers  iu  de- 
nouncing their  fellow  men  because  they 
refuse  to  subscribe  to  this  or  that 
logical  lad.  Lincoln  had  no  theology 
but  he  lead  plenty  of  the  very  best  sort 
ol  '  bristianity. 


Lincoln's  Religion. 
I  bare  never  uulted  myself  to  any 
church  because  I  fuive  found  dltllculty 
In  glvlug  my  M*»eut  without  menial 
reservation  to  the  long,  complicated 
statements  of  Christian  doctrine  which 
characterize  their  articles  of  belief 
aud  confessions  of  faith.  Whenever 
any  church  will  Inscribe  over  Its  altar 
as  Its  sole  qualification  for  member- 
ship the  Saviour's  condensed  statemeut 
of  the  substance  of  t>otb  law  aud  gos- 
pel. "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all 
thy  bouI.  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  thut  church 
will  I  Join  with  all  my  heart  and  all 
my  soul.— Abraham  Lincoln. 
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THE  RELIGION  OF  LINCOLN. 


Was  It  that  cf  Voltaire  and  Paine,  as 
Col.  Insrersoll  Maintains? 


i 


'  \       ■  i : 

Gen.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis  Takes  Issue  with 
the     Colonel's    Public    Statement, 
and    en    Interesting-    Corre- 
spondence   Follows. 


(From  the  New  York  Sun.  | 
The  religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  men- 
tioned by  Col.  iiobert  G.  Ingersoll  in  his 
lecture  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  it  has  led  to 
a  discussion  between  the  lecturer  and  Gen. 
Charles  H.  T.  Collis.  as  will  be  seen  by  cor- 
respondence printed  herewith: 

THE  OPEN1NV.  ..I  \. 

Dear  Col.  Ing;:rsoll:  1  have  just  returned 
home  from  listening  to  your  most  entcrtalu- 
ing  lecture  upon  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
1  thank  you  sincerely  for  all  thai  was  cuud  In 
It,  aad  that  entitles  me  to  be  frank  in  con- 
demning what  I  consider  was  bad.  You  say 
that  Lincoln's  religion  was  the  religion 
of  Vonaire  and  Tom  Paine.  I  know 
no'  where  you  Ret  your  authority  for 
this,  but  if  the  statement  be  true 
Lincoln  himself  was  untrue,  for  no  man  In- 
voked "the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God" 
in  every  effort  of  his  life  with  more  apparent 
fervor  than  did  he,  and  this  God  was  not  the 
Deists'  Goq,  but  the  God  whom  he  worshiped 
under  the  forms  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  member. 

I  do  not  write  tins  In  defeuse  of  his  relig.on 
or  as  objecting  to  yours,  but  I  thiak  it  were 
better  for  the  truth  of  historv  that  you  should 
blame  mm  lor  what  he  was  than  commend 
him  lor  what  he  was  not.  Sincerely  yours. 
CHARLES  II     T    CoLLls. 

10S5  Fifth  avenue.  February  12,  1S9J. 

UOL.    INGtRSOLL's    LETTER. 

Gen.  Charles  II.  T.  ColUr.:  My  Dkar  sir— I 
have  just  received  your  letter  in  wnich  you 
criticise  a  statement  made  by  me  to  the  ef- 
fect that  Lincoln's  religion  was  the  religion 
of  Voltaire  and  Thomas  Paine,  and  you  add. 
"I  know  not  where  you  tret  your  authority 
for  this,  but  If  the  statement  be  true  Lincoln 
himself  was  uutrue.  for  uo  man  ever  invoked 
the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God  iu  every 
effort  of  his  life  with  more  apparent  fervor 
than  did  he.  " 

You  seem  to  be  laboring  under  the  Im- 
pression mat  Voltaire  was  not  a  believer  in  I 
God.  and  that  he  could  not  have  Invoked  the  I 
gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God.  The  truth 
Is  that  Voltaire:  was  not  enly  a  believer  .n 
God,  but  even  In  special  Providence.  I  know 
tnat  theclergv  have  always  denounced  Vol- 
taire as  an  atheist,  but  tins  can  be  accounted 
for  In  two  ways:  (i)  By  the  ignoruance  of 
the  clergy,  and  (2)  by  their  contempt  of 
truth.  Thomas  Paine  was  also  a  believer  In 
God.  and  wrote  his  creed  as  follows:  "I  be- 
lieve la  one  God  and  no  more,  and  hope  for 
Immortality."  The  ministers  have  also  de- 
nounced Paine  as  an  atheist. 

You  will. therefore,  see  that  your  Drst  state- 
ment is  without  tne  slightest  foundation  In 
fact.  Lincoln  could  be  periectly  true  to  him- 
self if  he  agreed  with  the  religious  sentiments 
of  Voltaire  ;uid  Paine,  and  yet  Invoke  the 
gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

You  also  say.  "This  God"  (meaning  the 
God  whose  favor  Lincoln  invoked;,  "was  not 
the  Deists'  God.  " 

The  Deists  believe  In  an  Infinite  being,  who 
crejled  and  preserves  the  universe.  The 
Christians  believe  no  more. 

Deists  and  Chrlstiaus  believe  In  the  same 
God,  but  they  differ  as  to  what  this  God  has 
done,  and  to  what  this  God  will  do. 

You  further  say  that  "Lincoln  worshiped 
his  God  under  the  forms  of  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  " 

Again  vou  are  mistaken.  Lincoln  was 
never  a  member  of  auy  church, 
stated  a  few  years  ago  that  Mr. 
not  a  Christian.  Hundreds  of 
auces  have  said  the  same  thing, 
but  many  of  them  have  testified  that  he  was  a 
free  thinker;  that  he  denied  the  inspiration  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  that  he  always  insisted 
that  Christ  was  not  the  Son  of  God,  and  that 
the  dogma  of  the  atonement  was  and  is  an 
absurdity. 

I  Mill  very  gladly  pay  you  $1000  for  your 
trouble  to  show  that  one  statement  in  your 
letter  is  correct— even  oue.  And  now,  to 
quote  you.  "Do  you  not  think  it  were  better 
for  the  truth  of  history  that  you  should  stale 
the  facts  about  Lincoln,  and  that  you  should 
comrueud  him  for  what  he  was  rather  than  for 
what  he  was  not?"  Yours  truly, 
February  lo,  1S93.  K.   G.   Ingersoll. 

A   BROADSIDE   FROM    GEN.    COLLIS. 

Dear  Col.  Ingersoll:  I  trust  that  you  and 
I  can  assert  our  respective  views  oi  Abraham 
Lincoln's  relk-iou  without  requiring  the  stim- 
ulus of  a  $1000  prize. 

Y'ou  have  publicly  made  the  broad  state- 
monrrnar    his    religion    was  that  of    Voltaire 


Mrs.  Lincoln 
Lincoln  was 
his  acquant- 
Not  only  so 


ing  outside  the  record. 

I  do  not  care  whether  you  select  Voltaire's 
Voltaire,  or  Ingersoll's  Voltaire,  or  Carlyle's, 
or  Voltaire  as  mankind  has  accepted  him. 
Lincoln's  religion  bore  no  resemblance  to 
cither.  Voltaire  called  himself  a  "master 
Deist."  Your  Voltaire  led  a  crusade  against 
superstition  and  religious  persecution;  Car- 
lyle  fought  the  Christian  Church.  The  world 
generally  regards  him  as  u  mocker  and  a 
scoffer. 

I  am  not  "laboring  under  the  impression 
that  Voltaire  was  not  a  believer  in  God;"  you 
will  agree  with  me,  I  presume,  that  he  was  a 
Deist.  I  say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  a  Deist. 
That  Is  the  issue,  as  I  understand  it. 

Had  you  said  if  Mr.  Lincoln  lived  In  the 
time  of  Louis  XV.  he  would  have  been  a  disci- 
ple of  Voltaire  I  woula  have  respected  your 
opinion,  though  I  could  not  subscribe  to  it; 
but  what  Mr.  Lincoln  really  was  is  a  substan- 
tial fact,  easily  established,  and  not  de- 
pendent upon  mere  conjecture  and  spec- 
ulation. Y'ou  proselyte  him  because 
you  say  "Mrs.  Lincoln  stated  he 
was  not  a  Christian;"  because  "hun- 
dreds of  his  acquaintances  have  said  the  same 
thing;"  because  "many  ol  them  have  testi- 
fied be  was  a  free- thinker  and  denied  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Scriptures,  etc."  As  a  law- 
yer you  accepted  sucn  secondary  evidence  as 
this,  when  Lincoln'.-  own  testimony  to  the 
contrary  was  Iu  existeuce  and  abundant 

If  t  find  that  Mr.  Lincoln  professed  <  hris- 
tlanity,  worshiped  at  a  christian  church,  ad- 
mitted his  belief  In  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and 
boldly  asserted  thcdoclrine  of  the  inspiration 
of  the  scriptures.  I  am  compelled  to  deny  that 
"his  religion  was  the  religion  of  Voltaire  and 
Tom  Paine. "  or  to  confess  that  he  was  an  im- 
postor.    There  is  no  middle  course. 

Thar  Mr.  Liucolu  regularly  attended  a 
Christian  church  in  Washington  is  an  histor- 
ical fact.  Though  not  a  "member,"  as  we 
technically  understand  it.  he  was  a  :ons:aut 
attendant  of  Dr.  Gurley's  1'resbylerian 
Church,  near  the  corner  of  Fourteenth  street 
and  New  York  avenue.  Dr.  Gurley  was  his 
pastor,  and  was  present  at  his  deatnbed.  He 
also  frequently  attended  Dr.  Sutherland's 
church. 

That  he  was  a  Christian  at  heart  as  well  as 
In  form,  and  believed  In  the  efficacy  of  the 
prayers  and  support  of  Christian  denomina- 
tions, let  extracts  from  Ins  addresses  verify. 
Leaving  his  homo  at  SprlngUeld  with  a  full 
—a  sorrowful— apprehension  of  the  awful  re- 
sponsibility devolving  upou  him.  surrounded 
by  a  Christian  community  with  whom  he  had 
lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  thus  ad- 
dressed tnem:  "I  now  leave,  not  knowing 
when  or  whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a 
task  before  me  greater  than  that  which  rested 
upon  Washington.  Without  the  assistance  of 
that  Diviuo  Being  who  ever  attended  hun  I  can 
not  succeed.  With  m.it  assistance  I  can  not 
fail.  Trusting  in  him.  who  can  go  with  me 
and  remain  with  you,  and  be  everywhere  for 
good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all  will  yet 
be  well.  To  his  care  commending  you,  as  I 
hope  In  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me, 
I  bid  you  an  aflectiouate  farewell.  " 

To  the  Presbyterians  he  said  .  "It  has  been 
my  happiness  lo  receive  testimonies  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  from.  1  believe,  all  denominations 
of  Christians.  This  to  me  Is  most  gratifying, 
because  from  the  beglnnlug  1  saw  that  the 
Issues  of  the  great  struggle  depended  on  the 
Divine  iuterpositiou  and  favor.  Relying  as  I 
ao  upon  the  Almighty  power  and  encouraged 
as  I  am  by  these  resolutions  which  you  have 
ju-.t  read,  wita  support  v.-uicu  I  receive  from 
Christian  men.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  all 
the  meaus  to  secure  the  termination  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  will  hope  for  success." 

To  the  Methodists  he  said:  "Nobly  sus- 
tained as  the  Government  has  been  by  all  the 
churches.  I  would  utter  nothing  which  i. 
in  the  least  appear  Invidious  against  any. 
Yet  without  this  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  less  devoted 
lhan  the  rest,  is.  by  Its  greater  numbers,  the 
most  important  of  all.  It  is  uo  fault  of  others 
that  [bo  Methodist  Church  sends  me  more  sol- 
diers lo  the  held,  more  nurses  to  the  hosDitals 
and  more  prayers  m  heaven  than  any  olher. 
God  bless  the  Methodist  Church,  Bless  all 
the  churches,  and  bie->sed  be  God.  who,  in 
this  our  great  trial,  giveth  us  tne  churches." 
To  Mrs.  Gurney.  the  wife  of  an  eminent 
Quaker  preacher,  he  wrote:  "I  am  much  In- 
debted lo  the  Christian  people  of  the  country 
for  their  constant  prayers  and  considera- 
tions, and  to  uo  one  ol  them  more  than  your- 
self. " 

When  requested  to  preside  at  a  meeting  of 
the  "Christian  Commission"  held  in  Wash- 
ington on  February  22,  1SG3,  he  replied: 
"The  birthday  of  Washiugtou  and  the  Chris- 
tian Sabbath  coinciding  this  year,  ana  sug- 
gesting together  the  highest  interests  of  this 
life  and  of  that  to  come,  is  most  propitious 
lor  tne  meeting  proposed." 

He  even  went  so  far  as  to  differ  with  those 
Christians  who  oelieve  Sunday  to  have  been 
instituted  for  ihe  "ease  of  creation' ' ;  Lincoln 
believed  it  was  also  "the  Lord's  Day.  " 

On  November  IU,  lbl>2,  hj  promulgated  the 
following  military  order:  "The  President, 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
desires  and  eujoins  the  orderly  observance  of 
the  Sabbath  by  the  officers  and  men  in  the 
military  and  naval  service.  The  importance 
for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescribed  weekly 
rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Chrlsliau  soldiers 
aud  sailors,  a  becoming  deference  to  the  best 
sentiment  of  a  Christian  peoDle.  and  a  due  re- 


ineasure   oi  strict   necessity.     The   discipline 
J  and  character  of  the  national  forces  should 

not  suHer.  nor  the  cause  they  defend  be  im- 
periled by  the  profanation  of  the  day  or  name 
of  the  Most  High.  " 

If  on  September  4.  1SG4,  you  had  served 
him  with  notice  that  thirty  years  later  you 
would  claim  him  as  a  Voltairian  because  he 
disbelieved  in  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible 
and  the  divinity  of  Christ,  he  could  not  more  j 
emphatically  have  repudiated  the  honor  than  ! 
he  did  when  he  then  said  to  the  colored  men 
of  Baltimore  who  presented  him  with  a  Bible: 
"In  regard  to  the  great  book  I  have  only  to 
say  that  it  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has 
given  lo  man.  All  ihe  good  from  the  Savior 
of  the  world  is  communicated  in  this  book.  " 
What  an  exquisite  epitome  of  the  inspiration 
of  the  Scriptures  and  the  atonement!  And 
six  months  later,  in  his  inaugural  address, 
do  you  remember  how  he  borrowed  the  words 
of  the  Son  to  illustrate  the  justice  of  the 
Father:  "Woe  unto  the  world  because  of  of- 
fenses,' '  etc. 

Y'ou  must  not  proclaim  Lincoln's  honesty 
in  one  sentence  and  ask  us  in  another  to  be- 
lieve that  his  real  faith  soared  no  higher  than 
that  of  the  man  who  wrote:  "Nobody  thinks 
of  giving  an  immortal  soul  to  a  ilea;  why 
should  you  give  one  lo  an  elephant,  or  a 
monkey,  or  my  champagne  valet,  or  a  village 
steward.  Who  has  a  trillc  more  Instinct  than 
my  valet?"  Nor  must  you  expect  us  to  couple  , 
the  man  who  in  guileless  love  exclaims  "God 
bless  the  churches"  with  him  whose  shibbo- 
leth of  maliguant  hate  was  "Ecrasez  Tin-  | 
fame." 

Let  me  say  to  you,  In  all  kindness,  that  if  i 
your  caure  Is  imperiled  for  luck  of  recruits, 
you  neither  strengthen  your  own  nor  weaken 
that  of  Christianity  by  resorting  to  conscrip- 
tions of  this  character,  for  you  cau  no  more 
easily  make  Lincoln  a  Deist  than  I  can  make 
Voltaire  a  Christian.  Mankind  will  estimate 
the  hie  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  what  it  was, 
and  not  (or  what  you  or  I  would  have  It.  Sin- 
cerely yours.  Chas.  11.  T.  Collis, 
February  21,  IS93.  1055  Fifth  avenue. 

TIIK  COLONEL'S  FINAL  SHOT. 
My  Dkau  Mr.  Collis:     You  are  getting  away 
from  the  Issue. 

Vou  wrote  me  that  Lincoln  belonged  to  a 
church. 

Do  you  still  insist  that  he  did?  Uo  you  ad- 
mit that  you  were  wrong?  I 

You  insisted  that  Lincoln  was  a  Christian. 
Have  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  he  was  a 
believer  in  any  orthodox  creed? 

Did  he  believe  In  ihe  divinity  of  Christ.  In 
the  atonement.  In  the  inspiration  of  the 
Bible?  You  must  stick  to  your  original 
charges. 

All  that  you  say  about  Voltaire  is  as  far 
from  the  lacts  as  what  you  said  about  Lihcoln 
—  "liui  no  matter.  " 

I  again  call  for  the  evidence  of  your  two 
statements.  , 

1.  That  Lincoln  was  a  Christian,  aud 

2.  That  he  was  a  member  of  a  church, 
stick    to    your    charges.     Do    not    wander. 

Yours,  truly.  R.  G.  Ingersoll. 

February  u;l,  1893. 

THE  QEKERAL'9  RESPONSE. 
Dear  Col.  Ikoersoll:  Your  note  of  yester- 
day, just  received,  is  u  great  disappointment. 
I  had  expected  something  in  tne  way  of  de- 
fense of  your  statement  in  regard  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's religion.  Instead  of  which  you  avail 
yourself  of  an  opening  for  escape  because  I 
said  be  was  a  "member"  of  achurch  This  is 
a  crawl.  You  were  the  man  who  delivered 
the  lecture  on  the  life  of  Abraham  Llucon,  not 
I.  \  ou  were  the  man  who  asserted  that  his 
religion  was  the  religion  of  Tom  Paine  and 
Voltaire,  not  I.  And  this  charge  neither  you 
nor  any  man.  now  or  to  come,  cau  substan- 
tiate by  a  scintilla  of  evidence. 

You  might  as  well  sav  that  citizen  John 
Burns,  who  fought  for  his  home  at  Gettys- 
burg, did  not  espouse  the  Union  cause  be- 
cause he  was  not  mustered  into  the  service  of 
ihe  United  States  as  to  tell  me  Lincoln  was 
not  a  Christian  because  he  was  not  a  "mem- 
oer"  of  a  church.  From  Springfield.  111. ,  to  , 
Ford's  Theater,  in  Washihglon,  give  me  ten  , 
words  he  ever  uttered  upon  which  you  can 
base  the  flimsy  charge  you  have  made.  I 
defy  you. 

The  divinity  of  Christ!  Did  he  go  for  four 
years  lo  Dr.  Gurley's  Presbyterian  Church  lor 
appearances? 

The  atonement!  What  did  he  mean  by  the 
expression:  "The  Savior  of  the  world?" 

The  inspiration  of  the  Bible!  Was  he  fool- 
ing the  negroes  of  Kaltnnore  when  he  called 
the  Great  Book  "God's  best  gift  to  man?" 

Abraham  Lincoln  holds  too  ble  a  place  In 
the  history  of  the  world  to  be  affected  by  your 
accusations  or  helped  by  my  defense;  yet 
ephemeral  as  is  what  vou  say  of  him. you  have 
no  right  to  take  a  liberty  with  his  character 
simply  because  his  illustrious  example  wouid 
be  useful  to  you  in  making  converts.  The 
memory  of  the  dead  may  be  libeled  just  as 
grossly  as  the  reputation  of  the  Uviug. 

You  can  not  make  mankind  believe  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  hypocrite,  and  unless 
you  do  your  assertion  that  "his  religion  was 
the  religion  of  Voltaire  and  Tom  Paine"  is  of 
no  importance.     Very  truly  yours, 

Ch  ah  Lies  if.  T.  Collis,  1055  Fifth  avenue. 
February  24,  lb'Jo. 


row  m  Wliicu  Lincoln  NYorshlped. 

Special  Dispatch  to  tne  Globo-Democrat.  j 

Washington.  D.  C.  March  12. -For  ten  j 
years  the  pew  In  which  President  Lincoln  sat  < 
and  worshiped  has  beea  hidden  fro™  pubHo -j 
gaie.  conflned  in  one  of  the  Bible-class  rooms  I 
In  the  Sunday-school  of  the  New  York  Ave- 
nue Presbyterian  Church.  It  is  questiona- 
ble if  those  who  have  searched  the  Scrip- 
tures while  occupying  this  now  celebrated  seat 
have  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a  reg- 
ular occupant  of  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  dealh. 
It  will  shortly  be  replaced  in  its  former  posi- 
tion and  stand,  unadorned  save  by  a  tablet, 
an  ancient  among  pews  of  modern  architect- 
ure The  New  Vork  Avenue  Church  is  em- 
inent among  the  places  of  worship  in  the 
Union  as  having  had  among  its  pewholders 
many  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  ana 
also  by  reason  of  the  high  character  and  ora- 
torical powers  of  its  several  pastors.  It 
sDrang  into  existence  in  lbo9.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Avenue  Church  was 
held  on  last  Thursday  evening,  when  the 
ciuestion  arose  as  to  the  advisability  ol  re- 
placing President  Uncoils  pew  in  its  orig- 
inal torm  In  the  main  auditorium.  It  was 
hinted  that  in  the  present  reformed  and 
modeled  room  the  pew  would  appear  at  a  dis- 
advantage. A  suegcslion  was  made  that  the 
platiorni  upon  which  tho  pulpit  or  desk 
stands  would  be  the  likelier  place  for  it.  At 
this  point  Dr.  Bartlett  said: 

••as  to  placing  this  pew  upon  the  platform. 
I  would  glaalv  welcome  It  there.  It  would  be 
to  me  an  inspiration.  There  is  no  greater  re- 
ligious relic  in  the  world,  and  no  greater  relic 
anywhere  than  this  pew  where  Abiauaiu  Lin- 
coln sat  to  worship  his  God.  Were  it  made  ol 
dirt  or  mud  I  would  rather  sit  in  it  than  an- 
other of  pure  gold.  It  will  be  a  mecca  for 
Presbyterians,  ana  an  education  in  patriot- 
ism for  our  children  and  our  children  s 
children  If  the  Commissioners  of  the  World's 
Fair  were  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
relic  they  would  ofler  a  fabulous  price  for  it.  " 
At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Bartlett's  remarks 
the  trustees  of  the  church  were,  upon  motion, 
directed  to  remove  one  of  the  pews  In  the 
bodv  of  the  church  and  place  In  its  old  home  j 
the  pew.  hereafter  to  be  known  as  the  ••pas- 
tor's pew,"  and  upon  which  a  silver  tablet 
will  be  placed  with  the  Inscription: 

This  Pew  Was  Occupied  by 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

When  President  of  tbe  United  Sum. 

The  pew  Is  of  old  fashioned,  uncomfortable 
shape.  Like  the  pew  once  occupied  by 
George  Washington,  it  has  a  low.  loaning 
back.  The  end  of  the  seat  at  the  aisle  Is  low. 
and  has  no  good  support  for  the  arm.  The 
Inner  end  touches  the  partitlou  separating 
pevrs  of  the  aisle  opposite.  Owiug  to  Us  con- 
struction. President  Lincoln  seemed  to  be  al- 
ways ill  at  ease,  flndinj;  much  apparent  dif- 
ficulty In  accommodating  his  tall  frame  to 
Its  meager  proportions.  He  generally  man- 
aged to  at  himself  to  It.  however,  before  the 
sermon  commenced,  upon  which  he  was  ever 
an  attentive  and  most  respectiul  listener. 
Upon  coming  to  Washington  in  lbiil  he 
sought  the  advice  of  one  of  his  Cabinet  upon 
the  subject  of  a  suitable  "church  home"  for 
himself  and  family. 

"I  wish  to  And  a  church."  he  6ald.  "whose 
clergyman  holds  himself  aloof  from  pol- 
itics." 

That  he  found  such  a  church  with  such  a 
clergyman  16  shown  by  his  constant  attend- 
ance at  the  New  York  Avenue  Church.  A  most 
cordial  and  friendly  intimacy  ripened  be- 
tween President  and  pastor  and  continued. 
Dr.  Gurley  being  a  irequenl  and  welcome 
guest  at  the  While  House.  Upon  the  death  of 
"•Willie"  Lincoln.  February  a,  1862  (William 
Wallace  Lincoln),  the  President's  son.  Dr. 
Gurley  delivered  one  of  his  most  pathetic 
funeral  orations— for  which  he  was  noted. 
The  services  were  held  at  the  wii.te  House. 

Said  a  gentleman  who  occupied  a  pew  near 
that  of  Kir  Lincoln:  "I  always  laugh  When  I 
recall  how.  in  the  church  at  morning  service, 
some  who  sat  near  him  sought  to  fill  their 
own  pews  with  the  hope  that  they  might  be  In- 
vited into  that  of  the  President.  One  person 
In  particular  I  call  to  mind  now.  He 
never  seemed  happy  until  his  pew  was 
fllled,  for  Mr.  Lincoln's  great  hospitality 
always  sought  him  out.  He  would  wait  out 
In  the  vestibule  and  direct  the  old  col- 
ored sexton  to  fill  his  pew.  Thpn,  Just 
before  tuc  service  began,  he  would  walk  up 
the  aisle  In  such  an  Innocent  way  opposite  to 
Lincoln's  pew.  Then  lie  would  pause  and 
look  aiound,  as  If  to  beg  some  one  to  take 
pity  on  him,  and  right  there  the  President 
would  rise,  reach  out  tli.it  long  arm,  draw 
l.i.i  up  and  push  him  into  the  pew.  h1hio.-.i 
seating  him,  ..i  his  own  innocent  kinaness— 
and  it  was  innocence  on  Lincoln's  pait.  He 
did  not  suspect  the  game.  I  can  see  it  as  if  it 
were  yesterday ;  yes,  and  many  others  saw 
it,  too,  and  a  general  smile  went  round. 


Ilnzlitt's  Sou. 

Mr.  William  Hazlitt.  who  died  in  London 
the  other  day,  was  the  son  ol  the  gifted  critic 
whose  name  he  bore,  and  had  listened  to  the 
rhapsodies  of  Coleridge,  the  loquacity  of 
Charles  Laino.  and  the  table-talk  of  Leigh 
Hunt.  He  was  lucky  enough  to  maiie  a  hit 
with  a  statistical  pamphlet,  and  at  the  age 
of  J.j  founu  himself  comfortably  seated  in  llic 
Bankruptcy  court  as  a  Jud^e.  lie  leaves  a 
sou.  also  a  William  Hazliit,  who  inherits 
some  of  his  grandfather's  literary  lasted. 
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j./xcol.ws  hzlioios  nispvTLD. 

Col.  Ingersoll  and  (Ion.  Col  lis,  both  of 
them  extremists,  have  been  arguing  the 
question  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  attitude 
toward  Christianity.  Col.  Ingersoll,  in 
his  lecture  on  Lincoln,  made  the  state- 
;  ment  that  his  hero  was  a  free  thinker 
after  the  manner  of  Voltaire  and  •"Tom" 
Paine.  To  this  Gen.  Collis  objected, 
.•-living  among  other  things  that:  "Lin- 
coln professed  Christianity,  worshipped 
in  a  Christian  church,  admitted  his  be- 
lief in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and 
boldly  asserted  his  belief  in  the 
inspiration         of  the        scriptures." 

Those  who  have  read  the  story 
of  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  "impar- 
tially." know  that  both  the  general  and 
the  colonel  an;  wrong.  '1  hey  arc  more 
nnxious  to  write  down  the  great  presi- 
dent on  their  side  than  they  are  to  write 
down  the  truth.  Lincoln  was  no  pro- 
fessing Christian,  as  the  phrase  is  under- 
stood, neither  was  he  a  free  thinker  of 
the  Ingersoll  type.  He  had  nothing  in 
common  with  loud  mouthed  infidelity  or 
narrow-minded  bigotry.  The  truth  is, 
says  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Timet,  one  of  President  Lincoln's  friends 
and  advisers  during  the  war,  that  Lin- 
coln was  a  man  of  naturally  devout 
mind  who  acc-pU-d  the  general 
spirit  of  Christianity  without  hav- 
ing ever  concerned  himself  about  its 
particulars.  All  men  of  great  achieve- 
ment are  devout  men,  devout  not  in  the 
sense  of  devotion  to  a  few  rules  of  disci- 
pline, but  devout  in  their  reliance  upon 
that  greater  power  which  controls  all  ' 
human  actions  and  events.  Toward  the 
the  notions  of  "th«i  rural  preachers." 
■aya  the  same  friend  of  Lincoln,  "he 
was  doubtless  a  free  thinker."  He  did 
not  allow  them  to  take  their  small  meas- 
uiements  of  heaven  for  him.  The  same 
writer  adds  that  Lincoln  was  a  man  of 
various  moods  a,nd  at  timet  said  things 
which  support  the  position  of  Col.  Inger- 
soll  and  at  others,  things  which  can  be 
quoted  with  some  comfort  by  Gen.  Col- 
lis, but  be  belonged  to  neither  beet — he 
was  too  great  and  good  a  man. 


" 
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LINCOLN'S  RELIGION. 
The  controversy  orer  the  religioue  opinion* 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  precipitated  by 
Colcnel  Inqersoll,  is  likely  to  be  a  Ion* 
one  for  the  reason  tbat  a  treat  many  pro- 
fessing Christiana  who  think  well  of  Lincoln 
arc  unwilling  to  acknowledge  that  be  uid  not 
believe  in  tbo  Christian  relig.oo. 

I  ndeniably  the  great  mass  of  the  evidence 
isonlt/onel  INOEBSOLX'S  side.  It  is  pos- 
sitle  that  beforu  hU  death  Mr.  LINCOLN  be- 
came a  Christian,  but  it  la  a  well-ascertained 
fact  that  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  was,  as  Colonel  IHQBBSOLL  claims,  nu 
more  a  believer  in  the  Chiistian  religion  than 
was  Voltaire  or  Paine.   ff^fuS-i  I  C 

All  who  are  old  enough  to  recollect  how  be 
was  assailed  while  alive  will  remember  that 
the  charges  of  "atheism"  or  "Infidelity" 
were  among  those  most  frequently  used  by 
bis  political  enemies.  There  is  nothing 
whatever  to  show  that  be  was  an  atheist. 
The  evidence  is  all  against  that  charge,  but 
it  ajpports  the  assertion  tbat  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and,  as  far  as  is 
known,  curiae  the  whole  of  it,  he  did  not 
believe  In  the  Christian  religion.  3-  ff  •  9  J 

The  fact  tbat  in  bis  proclamations  and 
public  utterances  be  mado  frequent  appeals 
to  God  and  often  assumed  to  be  representing 
the  cause  of  Goa  is  cited  as  proof  of  Lis  be- 
lief in  Christianity,  but  it  happens  thAt  sinco 
the  beginning  of  history  all  public  men  bave 
found  it  convenient  to  do  the  same  thing. 
It  was  a  bablt  with  Jii.its  C'.oaii,  who, 
nevertheless,  was  accused  of  atheism  by  his 
enemies— even  though  be  bad  been  pontifez 
mailmus,  the  high  priest  of  the  establlahed 
religion  of  Rome.  Bucb  appeals  canaot  be 
accepted  as  a  sate  indication  of  personal 
views  and  feeling*.  This  is  especially  true 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  LiNi  oi.n,  who  did  not  be- 
lieve in  the  u.e  of  apothecaries'  scales. 
When  pressed  by  the  threat  of  defeat  in  aay- 
tblng  be  bad  undertaken  he  was  apt  to  con* 
elude  tbat  the  end  he  had  in  view  would  jus- 
tify the  quickest  way  of  reaching  it.  It 
would  be  pernicious  to  attempt  to  make  bim 
a  model  for  Imitation  in  all  things.  He  was 
strong  in  bis  atrong  traits  cod  very  weak  in 
bl*  weak  ones.  His  character  ought  to  be 
understood  and  only  tbe  good  in  It  imitated. 
He  was  first,  last  and  all  tbo  time  •  "prac- 
tical politician"— just  as  practical  as  Mat- 
thew Stanley  CjiLAV  or  any  other  practi- 
cal politician  Is  now.  But,  over  and  above 
ibis,  be  was  a  nan  of  earnest  convictions — 
In  no  sense  an  unprincipled  man,  though  oc- 
casionally an  unscrupulous  one. 

Although  during  tbe  greater  part  of  bis 
life  he  wa*  probably  as  far  from  holding  the 
theories  of  (  bristlanlty  as  Colonel  Ingeb- 
hoi.i.  I*  now,  it  is  possible  tbat  hi*  views 
changed  In  later  life,  aid  that  under  the 
weight  of  bis  immense  resper.slbitlty  be 
passed  from  Deism  to  Christianity,  as  it  is 
certain  that  be  bad  progressed  from  Ag- 
nosticism to  Deism.  The  evidence,  although 
It  may  excuse  tbe  ciaicn,  is,  however,  too 
alight  to  warrant  the  assumption. 

One  secret  of  the  desire  to  make  it  appear 
tbat  Lincoln  was  a  Christian  is  unwilling- 
ness to  <  oacede  that  infidelity  could  have 
fitted  him  for  tbe  part  he  took  against  tbe 
perpetustion  of  slavery.  But  that  unwilling- 
nsss  is  born  of  a  too  narrow  view  of  tbe 
causes  and  progress  of  events.  The  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  In  this  country  and  in  the 
world  la  moat  certainly  due  to  tbe  spirit  of 
Christianity,  though  most  certainly  the 
method*  of  civil  war  by  which  tbe  abolition 
was  brought  about  in  America  were  most 
an- Christian.     Under     tbe     very      highest 


heathen  civilization  slaves  who  apilled  the 
gravy  in  waiting  on  the  table  were  thrown 
into  the  fish  ponds  to  feed  tbe  eels.  That 
was  the  spirit  In  which  all  heathen  civiliza- 
tions bave  treated  the  weak. 

And  though  no  reasonable  person  can 
cia^m  after  reflection  that  our  own  civiliza- 
tion is  to  any  groat  extent  Christian  in  its 
politic*,  yet  it  haa  certainly  been  Chris- 
tianized to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  a 
moreor  less  patient  hearing  given  to  those 
wbodeny  that  it  ie  rignt,  just,  or  expedient 
for  one  man  to  bold  another  in  subjection  by 
force  as  a    vassal  or  to  own  him  as  property. 


WK 


LINCOLN'S  RELlblOlS   FAITH. 


Group:n?  the  Evidence  Cbtained  ircm 
Different  Authorities. 


Expressions  from  Lincoln's  Own  Pen  and 
In  Conversation  with    Near   Frtenda- 
Hls  Nature  and  Life  Essentially 
Kolltflous,  Thout'h  He  Found 
DlMlcultlea    with     Com- 
plicated     Creeds. 


?JW 


(From  the  Chicago  Port.] 
There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  possessed  of  a  robust 
end  unfaltering  religious  faith.  A  good 
deal  has  teen  said  and  written  on  the  sub- 
ject. .Some  have  placed  him  tide  by  side 
with  Voltaire  and  Thomas  Paine;  by  othera 
he  has  been  ldentlded  with  the  Spiritualists; 
by  others  i.e  has  been  regarded  as  manifest- 
ing a  decided  leaning  toward  a  broad  type 
of  Christian  faith,  while  still  Othen  have  In- 
sisted that  he  was  a  proteasing  *  nrtetlan 
and  a  member  of  the  Church,  somewhere 
In  this  wide  range  he  murine  plated.  Ills 
generally  admitted  that  in  his  youth  he  was 
not  religiously  inclined,  to  put  It  mildly.  In 
later  years,  however,  his  attitude  on  relig- 
ious matters  changed  materially,  and  there  is 
so  much  reliable  evidence  on  inn  point  tout 
the  claim  advanced  by  a  certain  well-known 
New  York  'awyer  and  orator  that  Lincoln  was 
a  disciple  of  Voltaire  and    l'alno  is  simply  ab- 

Hev   irankM.  Briatol  haaln  ale poaseaslon 

an  or.guiul  document  written  In  IhoO  py  DOtt- 
nls  Hanks.  Lincoln's  coualn,  In  Which  ine 
writer  gives  a  glimpse  of  Lincoln  s  early  r.-- 
llgloui  surrouodinB*  and  aiiltuaes.  I  he  lan- 
guage i-pelllng  and  punctuation  of  the  origi- 
nal which  are  preserved  in  the  lollowlng 
quotations,  do  not  cast  much  credit  upon  the 
erudition  of  l-emis  Hangs,  who  claimed  the 
honor  of  having  taught  Abraham  Lincoln 
how   to  read  and  write 

WILIae.  I  have  seen     »  lo     .    »1       h 
UaooU  ..  ira  Quak    re.     I 
war  Ba  lhl«  t    Ik   it*  Bt  Hi    ir  K- 

isahuniiiugiiiej    ttyl  ■»"   out . '''ir 

thlslaaol    (Ha    I  '    ""! 

S,  iuidiI  i  i   ■'    ' 

sing  any  ftaltjlooi  -  ■  l  « 

.  woa&a   Uaala  I  •  witt  in  u   I  nation. 

Hi   m.  nil    I.. HI  I     UI0  •  tBHINQTOM. 
It  [a    well    known  that    Lincoln's  character 
was    greatly     innuetic-d     by     two    books     me 
ad     ••Weoiu'a    I  He    Ol     Wasbl 

ills  familiarity  with  scrit.;uro  van  indicated 
in  neany  everv  public  utterance  ne  made     11 

Is  difficult  to  see    how  any  one    who 

a    lauhfoi     htu.iy     of     Lincoln*.    ipeecnM 

and  writings  can  have  the  hardii  >0*d  to 
charge  l.lm  With  u  lack  of  religious 
feeling  or  classlfv  blni  with  men  of  the  \  ol- 
talieand  Paine  type  Mr  Ar. .old.  one  of  I.H.- 
, ..lii's  biographers,  gives  it  a*  his  opinion 
that  "no  more  reverent  <  l.n-liuii  tl.au  he 
ever  sat  In  tha  Ex  cuttve  chair,  not  except- 
ing Washington.  Loubtle  s.  like  many  oth- 
ers he  pas*  a  through  periods  of  doubt  and 
Der'plexiiv.  but  l.H  lain,  in  a  divine  pro.  i- 
d.-nce  begau  at  his  mother's  knee  und  ra.i 
through  all  the  changes  of  bis  Hie 
1  incoln  wrote  a  letter  on  January  1-. 
lv.l  when  his  father  wan  lying  at  the 
point  of  death.  In  which  he  said:  •  1  sincerely 
hope  father  may  yet  recover  his  health-,  but. 
tell  hiin   to   remember    and  call 


at  all  event   —   - 

upon  and  confide  in  our  great  aud  good  and 
merciful  Maker.  who  will  not  turn  away  [rom 
Dim  in  any  extremity  He  will  not  forget  the 
dving  man  who  puts  his  tru  i  Hi  h:m.  ^ay  to 
him  If  It  be  his  lot  to  go  now.  we  will  soon 
have  a  joyous  meeting  with  loved  ones  gone 
before,  where  the  rest  of  ne,  through  the 
help  of  (.od.  Lope  ere  long  to  join  bi.u 

The  New  York  lawyer,  who  was  once  a  resi- 
dent of  Peoria,  and  .aid  thai  Lincoln  «•« 
disciple  of  Voltaire  aud  l'alno.  may  havo  been 
very  careful  to  scrutinize  every  scrap  of  in- 
formation on  the  subject  bet. re  making  the 
disputed  statement,  and  could  hardly  nave 
missed  this  evidence  furnished  by  Itev.  Ja 
Smith,  who,  while  pa-tor  of  the  Urat  l-resby- 
terian  <  Lurch  of  >prlngfleid.  had  Mr.  Lincoln 
In  his  congregation  as  a  regular  attendant. 
Mr.  .-mith  says  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Uerudoo. 
Lincoln's  law  partner: 

It   is   an   easy    matter   to   prove   that    while  1  was 

„  ,.,  the  )  In     Preab]    an  in  I  buri  h  ol  Bpi  Inif 

did   avow  ins  b.-h.f  In  the  divine 

authority   iDd  inspiration    of  the  Scriptures.     \«rr 

shortly  after  Mr.  Lin.   .In    hecarae  a  member  of  my 

congregation,  at  my  request,   In  the  PresenceoTa 

Urge  assembly,  at  the  annual   nioetliui  .•:  the  mule 

.  ty     of     bt.n.-igOel.l.     be     delivered    an     ad- 

drrsa.      the     i.Ojhci      ■•!      winch      was     tn      laeul- 

oate       tlo       Importance       of     having      the      Bil.iu 

......  |    m    th.     possession    of   ov-rv    family  In  th« 

In    tha   curse   ...    hi  ■  ..  i-.r..    .    be  drew  a 
•trlalaK  contrast    between    tau    decalogue  ..u.l  the 
u.'.rai  rudos  »i  the  most   eminent    law.-i\ers..i    to 
Uquity.  and  dosed  iu  the  following  language.    .   It 


themselves  and  to  their  fellow-men." 

WHAT  HB  BBUBVBD  OH  GOD. 

"n  .  Presidency       A  canvass  had  been  made 

itie (Tilt    and  then. with  bis  lace  lull  of  sadness 
and  disappointment,  he  said: 
..  .r*     r.  twenty-three   ministers  ol    uin.-r.jni 

,1.    ,";.:„;'iu...>     a'i.l    all    of    them    are    against  me 
x   „        I  ree     and    here    are  a  great    many  pt oml 

S^S«5Wa«3B^S| 

Sirrwhere^tne   luwaaad  Oo"^^^-1 

glass    S^ 

uJrsi :,n  j I  It  at  all.     1  know    toat  there  i-  a  Qod.  and 
thaib?hatealn]n>tlpe  and  slavery.  I  see  theatorm 

,k,;.,wth,t  n.s    h.n.l.s  In    «  he       - 

,.1  i,  e  an. 1  w.tL    for    me.  and    I  think  he  ll.is.  I  I.. 

L  am  ready-     I  am  nothing,  but .truth  la  every- 

iii,  -      IknoWl    an.  rljtht  heeauae  liberty  Is  rl    it. 

It   teaobea    it.  and    Lhrlai  '   '"^ 

luidt.en.  that  ■  houia  divided  agalnai  Itaelfcan 

fStmSS  a"theywlllBndltao.    i glaado 

..  rr  is   voted Jd >ul  Qod 

rife-  hum. mi*   carea.   ....  i    I  eare. ,and  with 

fiud'a  help  I 'hall    notfall      I    m  .y  ..a  ...e    he  end 

hut  It  will   come,    ind   i   shall  be   vindicated,  and 

me.iw.iitind  th.-.  haven      read  their  Bible* 

"*Tnia   teatlmony   is  o(   great  value.    What 

rnoiv  .-an  be    needed    to  eatabllali  the    fact  pi 
™.      a,:!de,,,u    mood?    While    he    njodeatly 

"aid  that  he  was  OOt  a  <  brfatlan    he  .certainly 
followed  toe    leadings  ol    mat    provlden 

the  believed    far  more    talthluily  than 

many  another     person  who     Was     loud    111    his 
professions. 

Ill-  I  \l  I  11  I'l  hi*',  i  "i    w  v"- 

l.unng    ti.o   awlul  year  o!    1863.  when    the 
ei  udewere  heavj  and    iho   Prealden 
almost  alone.  Oliver    R  B«»«jl.  ot   council 
Grove    Kan. ,  an  intimate    rrlendol    Mr    Lin 

coin ,    spent  un    Lour    at    the  White    Houae  in 
private    cot.v.  rsation    win.     tha    Preal  I 
lownrd  t:  ■  the  conversation  he  as,.i  I 

hiin  this   lU'stiun: 

•■Mr    Lincoln    vou  aee  tha  whole  r 
other    man    sees    It;  will    our    country    come 
,.:L  tale  an.i  live?" 
1  i,l ,  waa  the  contldeut  reply 
Mr     m  ,   ...,,.    i   da     boi    doabi    i     n<  »er 
•ot    that  nureountrj  will  U 

iiui  da  not  a. is 

understand  me:  I  , ,     ,L.>, ',[ '! 

„..t  re',     ..  the  patrlotlatn  of 

.    •  rallied  round   th     I  •-  oura  Bavi 

,      .r  ......id    mo.      1      du    nut     trual      In      the 

ud        do-    Hon       ol 
■ 
a  prince  or  conqueror  sucn  an  army  u     i.     has 

t-lven  ■   '  '  '  rcly  on  ll"'  '"' 

Slid  -Will  ot  our  ■  onerals.  though  I  '  • 
me  have  the  beat  Generals  in  the  world  at  ill" 
i  ,,|  our  armies  Hut  the  «.od  of  our 
raised  up  tbti  country  i  i  be  the 
r.  fuse  and  the  neyium  •■!  the  oppressed  and 
,i  ..  .,i  in.  ol  all  natlona,  will  not  let  It 
perish  n  •«  I  mn>  nol  live  to  iee  it.  •>  I 
idd  d  after  a  moment's  pause,  I  do  n  t  .-- 
p      t  to  soe  it.  bat  >.od  will   bring   us   through 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  as  the  enormity 
of  his  taak  a.  ITe-ldent  became  more  and 
more  apparent  t.  mm  ids  laith  In  "the  God 
ol  our  lathers"  became  ilnnur  and  more  sut- 
latvtng  n  would  ieem  in..t  there  waa  a 
period  when  he  thought  he  might  have  been 
i-ai^d  up  providentially  to  perform  some 
great  work  for  hii  r.,  •  "ii  leaving  hU  nome 
at  -spriugilcl.l  to  Journey  to  Washington  and 
k  ...  i  ...  d  .ties  ol  the  ,..  ll  i-  o  >  he  puP- 
ll.  ly  declared  that  lie  pla-ed  his  whol.-  trust 
In  almighty  God  aild  'the  prayers  of  <  hrls- 
l.uii  men  an  l  women.  "  on  another  occasion. 
when  Mr  <  hittenden.  the  Kegtstrar  ol  the 
sury.  «-k-d  him  a  certain  leading  iiues- 
tion  he  replied: 

Thai  the  Almighty  does  make  use  ol  human 
li  eerven  ui  m  hu  nan  anaira 

,.,.    ,    ,.,    the   plainest    statements    of    Ihu    Bible.       I 

,.:  so  many  evldenoas  ui  bis  direction,  ao 
many  Instances  when  I  have  been  eontrolled  Dy 
o?her  power  than  my  own  will,  that  I  can  not 
doubt  that  this  power  comes  [t  m  ibove  I  ire- 
nnentlr  aee  my  way  clear  to  a  declalou  when  i  am 
uoni.-'ous  that  I  'hue  no  aulll.ient  facts  upon 
win  n  t  .found  It.  Bui  i  •  in  ao  rec  il  one  lu- 
.   ....  i  m  which  I  have  followed  my  own  ludg 

lednpoo  sued  a  deelsoln,    wuero  the  reanlts 

were  unsar,-i  i    ior»    whereas.  In  almost  every    In- 

,r,ll..-.v.y.ci.l.-n  .i.e    trlew.  ol  others 

l  i,av..  ba  l i»lon  t  •  regrel   It.      I    am    sai 

that  wh.n  the  Almighty  wants  me  to  lo  ..  ;..riicu- 
lar  luing  he  nn.ls  a  way  or  letting  Die  know  It. 
as  TO  THE  SMRITITALISTIC  IDEA. 
It  may  be  that  the  above  statement  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  basis  for  the  claim  that  ba  I  I 
put  forth  that  Mr  Lincoln  was  a  .■spiritualist. 
some  years  ago  a  spiritualistic  niedltiin  pun- 
I  s  ed  a  i.ook  In  which  she  claimed  the  Preel- 
d-t  as  her  particular  friend  and  oue  ci  uer 
regular  patrons.  s,o  vigorously  did  the  Splr- 
ituaiists  i-usii  this  claim  thai  it  was  neceaaary 
lor   Kobcrl  T.     Lincoln   to  write  a    letter   in 


which  he  poaltlvely  denied  .that  hie  latner 
was  a  spiritualist  or  that  he  had  a  mod1""?  I 
living  in  the  White  llousa  who  M  MB  » 
issue  the  emancipation  proclamation.  The 
yarn  that  whenever  he  wUhea ^to  converse 
with  his  fathar  Mr.  Lincoln  sends  to  rm  | 
burg  lor  a  certain  medium  living  there  Is  olso 

de"  writer  in  the  ^drones  telU  a  atory  which. 
throws  some  light  on  the  religious  chaiacter 
of  Mr  I  incoln.  The  story  comes  from  the 
Upgoi  James  1-:.  Murooch.  lately  deceased. 
Mr.    Murdoch  says: 

l  spent  three  weeks  lu  the  White  House  with 
Mr  L mcolii  is  his  guest.  One  night  It  was  just 
alter  the  l"ttle   of  "null    Eun    I  was  reattm   and 

mmld  not  s ,..     i  yns  r..,,e...i.;g  ihe  i;^'     «^1" 

take  In  a  oublli  porfprmance.     ph«  n.  ur  »  "j1     ■'v " 

, tight,    indeed    it    was   comlnK     (      the«a wn 

,vhenl  heard  low  cones  proceeding  from  ■■  i  te 
room  near  where  the  Prealdeni  slept,  r.. sdoor 
was  oartly  open.  U  was  Hie  Preanleiit  kne.  .  nt, 
besu  e  an  op  u  w,„d..w  The  light  was  tamed  ow 
UT the  room.    Uis   baok    was    toward    me.     For  a 

oi'ntivis   Bllent,    looklnji    In   ■• '-;-;"; 

wonder      Then  he   cried  out   111   tones   BO    pi.  adlng 

"i.  s..rr..vfal:     "O,  thou  On  I  thai    hoard   aoloi 

i-     l.eu.ch     »he„  he  |  raved    for   wis.1    m.  I 'nie 

lean ^notTead  thla  people,  cannot  guide theijflaiM 
»i    this    N  itlon    . .i.  ioui    t   >     help,  1   am  i"  or  aud 

weakandslnral      OU-  .1!  who  didst   In  tr  - men 

when  ho  c?l?i  for  wisdom,  hear  me,  and  save  this 

pl<  \YI  lis  OP    I'll  I      QUAKEKtlsS. 

tine  of  Mr.  Lincoln-.,  fri.  nds  in  VI  uahington 
wis  Mrs  Gurney,  an  eminent  gunkereas,  sne 
rrenuentlj  vi  Hod  tn-  White  Honniind  con- 
versed with  Hie  I'resiaeni  on  religious  themes, 
un  one  occasion  she.    in    company  wimai.w 

,e„ds.  saw  the  .reside,. i  In  his  private 
roonisln  the  White  House,  in  ..  b.  i.  f  nduivss 
abeassurea  him  ol  ihe  sympathy  which  she 
and    Lei-  friends  felt  for  the   burden-Maring 

executive      She  Hon  knelt    ,,nd  •■■   d  a    er- 

vent  prayer  tor  him  and  the  country.  As  Mrs. 
Gurney  and  her  friends  were  about  to   leave 

,,,„  i,  ,,  .  her  hand.  and.  holding  H 
lor  a  few  momenta  in  silence,  said:  'I  am 
»lad  ..i  il  la  inn  rvle\  In  the  very  responsi- 
ble position  in  winch  1  am  placed  as  a 
humble      instrument      in      the     hands     of 

Iuy     Heavenly     lall.-r.      1     Lave     d.-.ir    d   that 

.,11  my  words  and  actions  may  be  in 
accordance    with      his    will      but   if       after 

.  „    ....m.i.ii.     p.    do    my    Lest  with  the    light 

wl  iflords  me,     i  Bud  my  «nor ts  fail 

then  I  rouat  believe  that,    ior   some    purpose 
unknown  tome,    he  wllla  ll    otherwise.    It  J 
had  l.a.i  mj  v..,.  ....  ......    would  never  have 

I  ui  nevci  tbelesa  it  came.     It   I  hud  had 
my  way   Iho    war    WOUld     Lave    ended     oOloie 

this  but  nevertheless  It  still  continues,  wo 
must  conclude  thai  he   permits    it    ioi    some 

wla-purp though  wo  may  not  bo  able   to 

comprehend  ll  Kor  wo  can  not  bui  I  i  ovc 
tbat  be  who  made  the  woi   d    t  n  covernalt, 

On  another  occasion,  while  in   conversation 
rii.ii  religious  i  uarat  ter  and 

pr..fe,s. on  p.-  n real   conlldence.    he  aald. 

,  have  lorn.,  d   a    high    ..pinion    01 
your  Christian  cu  "d  now  as  we  are 

■lone    i  mind  to  a  u  toglveme,  in 

r   your  Idea  ol    what  constitutes   a    true 

religious  experlencey"     When   Ihe   lady   had 

corlcuded  h  .  n  pi)     dr.  i  Insoft   assumed   a 

attitude  ior  a  few  momenta, 

and  then  aald:  ,, , 

•If  what  you  have  told  mi  is  really  u  correct 
view  ot  this  greal  subject  i  think  I  can  say 
with  siuc.r.i.  that  I  hope  lam  a  Christian. 
I  had  lived  until  my  boy  Willie  died  without 
ruiiy  realizing  the  o  things  rhal  blow 
overwhelmed  me.     H  ibowed    mi     i    i    '"••*- 

»■  I  ii  d  nevei    ell  It    "•""'"■, "",'',  lf.,ii 

takewbatyou  have  stated  as  a  test  I  think .1 
can  safely  say  tbat  I  know  something  ol  i hat 
chang- of  w  inch  you  apeak.  And  i  will  further 
add  that  ll  has  been  my  Hi  ettllon  or  some 
time  at  a  suitable  opportunity  lo  make  a  iiub- 
Uc  religious  profession. '  .,.,„- 

In  spite  of  tnls  purpose  on  his  part  It  Is  a 
well-known  fact  that  Mr  1  Incoln  never  d  .1 
take  the  -t.  p  of  public  profession  Involved  in 
joining  the  Church.  Mr.  Lincoln  a  own  ex- 
planation on  this  point  sulllcleutly  covers  the 
case.     He  said :  ,         . 

••I  ha\o  never  united  myself  to  any  church 
bfcauae  1  found  dililculty  iu  giving  my  aa- 
hent    without  mental  reservation,  to  the  long 

ami  complicated  statements  of  Christian  doc- 
trine which  cliaracterl/o  then  articles  Of  be- 
lief aud  confession  of  faith.  When  any 
church  will  inscribe  over  Its  altar  as  Its  sole 
..nail!  alion  ior  inc-mbei-sliip.  Hie  sayioi  s 
condensed  atatemeni  ol  the  subatance ol  both 
law  and  go  pel,  'Thou  shall  love  the  lord 
thy  God  with  ail  thy  In-ari.  with  all  thy  soul. 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.'  that  church  ahali  I  join  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul.  " 

mi  (  il  I  V'IDFNCE  OP  Ills  I  villi 
Kvldence  gleaned  from  many  charters  n.lgin. 
be'rnulllplicd  to  show  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a 
man  of  great  religious  feeling  and  convic- 
tion 'I  hat  he  did  not  reveal  his  religious 
nature  to  all  with  whom  he  had  deal- 
ings Is  not  strange.  There  aro  some  peo- 
ple whose  prescnco  makes  It  lmpossib  e 
for  one  lo  pre-cut  Inner  thoughts  mid  senti- 
ments, such  a  per-on  was  Mr.  'e-ndon. 
1  Incoln' 8  old  law  partner,  who.  In  his  life  of 
1  incoln.  attempts  to  make  l.inr.,1  i  out  a 
skeptic  of  a  rather  bitter  and  unregener ate 
order  Now.  it  is  well  known  that  Mr  Hern 
don  himself  was  skeptical  concerning  re- 
ligious matters,  and  il  Is  not  very  likely  that 
Mr  Lincoln,  knowing  bis  partner  s  attitude, 
would  present  tlie  religious  side  of  bis  char- 
acter to  him,  bine  bo  must  havo  felt  that  ne 
would  have  received  very  scant  sympathy 
from  Hernuon.  Mr.  Arnold,  who  knew  Mh  I 
1  incoln    v  ry   InHuiateiv.  aud  who  was  raoro 


Cia  nature,  says  of  him.- 

He  was  by  nature  religious,  rail  of  religious  sen- 
timent. The  veil  between  biai  and  the  super- 
natural was  very  thin.  It  is  not  claimed  that  he 
was  orthodox.  For  creeds  and  dogmas  he  cared 
little.  But  i;i  the  crjji  fundamental  principles  of 
religion— the  Christian  religion  — he  wasaUrm  bo- 
Jiever.  Belief  in  Che  existence  of  God,  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  in  the  Bible  as  the  revelation  of 
God  to  man.  In  the  efficacy  and  duty  of  prayer,  In 
reverence  toward  the  Almighty  and  in  love  and 
charity  to  man  was  the  basis  of  his  religion.  He 
was  a  man  of  simple  trust  In  God,  living  In  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  presence  of  the  (treat  Creator, 
and  one  whose  heart  was  ever  open  to  the  impres- 
sions of  the  unseen  world.  He  was  one  whom  no 
■eotarlan  could  claim  as  a  partisan,  yet  one  whom 
every  true  Christian  conld  claim  as  a  brother. 
When  the  unbeliever  shall  convince  the  people 
that  this  man.  whose  life  was  straightforward, 
dear  and  honest,  was  a  sham  and  a  hypocrite, 
then,  but  not  before,  may  he  make  the  world  doubt 
his  Christianity. 


. 
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"/*^  BY    REV.    JOHN   BKYDBB.  f.,'"   <f  jH.  *-, 

was    Abraham    Lincoln    a    Christian'.-'     lhe 
martyred  President    has  been  dead  leas   than 
thirty  years,  and  here    Is    a  book  written  by 
VIr.  John  D.    Remsburg    presenting    tbe   most 
violently  diverse    and  antagonistic  opinions 
upon  this  point.     The  writer  has  made  a  very 
close  study  ol  all    the    accessible    testimony 
bearing  upon  this  point,  and   the  result  is  an- 
other illustration  of  the   difficulty  of  writing 
human  history.     Mr.    Lincoln    was    assassin- 
ated on  the  15th  of  April,   lso."..  and  the  same 
year  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland  published  his   ••Life  of 
Lincoln."     In  this    he    makes    use    of    these 
words:     ••Moderate,    frank,    truthful,  forgiv- 
ing, loving,  just.  Mr.   Lincoln    will  always  be 
remembered  as  eminently  a    christian  Pre-i- 
dent,  and    tue    almost    Immeasurably    ;;reat 
resu.ts  which  he  had  the   privilege  of  achiev- 
ing were  due  to  the  fact  mat  he  was  a  chris- 
tian   President."     Dr.     Holland's   testimony 
seems  to  hare  been   based  upon   a  conversa- 
tion Mr.  Lincoln  had  in  lsGO  with  Hon.  Newlon 
Baleman,    of  Illinois.     In    the   course   of  tue 
conversation  It  is  affirmed    that  Mr.  Lincoln 
said:    ••!   know   there   is  a  God   and   that   he 
hates  injustice   and   slavery.     I  see  the  storm 
coming  and   I  know  his  hand  is  In  It.      If  he 
has  a  place  for  me-and   1   think  he  has-I  be- 
lieve I   am  ready,    lam  nothing,  but  truth  is 
everything.     1  know    I   am   right,    lor  Christ 
teaches  it.  and  Ci.n-t  l<  i.od  "     In    1872    La- 
mar's ••Life  of  I  lncotn"  contains  statements 
which  lend  to  dispute  tin  testimonies  ol  Up- 
land and  Ualernan.     Then  the  Hev.   Dr.   Ri     1, 
of  spnngrtelu.  attempts    to  sustain  tue  testi- 
mony ol  Dr.  Ho  land,  calling  to  the   srttnese- 
stand  the  Rev.  Drs.  Smith.  SGnJerland.  Miner 
and  (.urley.    The  evidence  they  give  all  tends 
to  show  that  Mr.   Lincoln  had  been  convene  1 
from  his  early  "Infidelity"   and  accepted  the 
orthodox  view  ol  Christianity.     0n«  witness 
Bays  that  "Ir  Lincoln  was  at  heart  a  Christian 
man.  believed  In  the  Savior,  en  1  we*  .-er, 
ly     considering     the     steps     Which     would 
formally     connect     him     wltu     the     Visible 
church      on     earth."     Dr.      Mner.     after    a 
long    conversation   wllh   Mr.    Lincoln,    "felt 
certain."  that  If  he  was  "no:   really    an   ex- 
perimental   Christian,    ho    was     acting    Ilka 
one."     It.    Gurley   affirmed    that    Mr.     Lin- 
coln said  to  him  that  he  had  lost  confidence  in 
everything  but    Cod.    an<i    that   he    now   be> 
lleved  Ms  heart    was   changed,    and    that    he 
loved  the  -avlor.  and  II  ho  wa>  not  deceived 
In  himself.  It  was  his  Intention  soon  to  make 
a    profession     of     religion.      Hon.     Isaa-    M. 
Arnold  published  his  life  of   I  lncoln   In  1885. 
He  soys:     ••Nomore  reverent  christian  than 
he  ever  sat  In   the  executive    chair,    not  ex- 
cepting Washington.     *    *     '     It  1.  not  claim- 
ed    that     he     was     orthodox.     Kor     creoda 
and     dogmas      he     cared     little        Put      In 
the    great    fundamental    principles  of    relig- 
ion,  of  the  Christian  religion,  he  was  a  firm 
believer."     Kev.    Mr.    YVlllels.    of   l.rooklyn. 
tells  of  an   interview   which   Mr.  Lincoln  hud 
with  a  very  devout  lady  who  lived  In  Wash- 
ington.    The   President.  It  is   asserted,  aw.c  i 
this    ladv    for   her    opinion     respecting    the 
nature  of    a   true   religious  experience.     The 
lady  said  that.  In    her  judgniont.  It  consisted 
of  a   true  conviction  of  one's  own  slnfulnosi 
and  weakness,  and  personal  need  of  a  Savior 
for  strength    and    support;    that     views     of 
mere    doctrine   might  and   would  diner,  but 
when  one  was  really  brought  to  feel  his  need  of 
divine  help.andto  seek  the  aid  of  the  Holy  spir- 
it for  strength  and  guldance.lt  was  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  of  his  having  been  born  again.  Mr. 
Lincoln  replied:     "If  what   you  have  told  me 
Is  really  a  correct  vlow  of  this  great  subject. 
1  think  I  can  say  with  sincerity  that  I  hope  1 
am      a    Christian."    In    the    "Lincoln    Me- 
morial     Album,"       Mr.       Lincoln      is      re- 
ported    as     having     t>aid    to    an     "Illinois 
clergyman":     "When   I   went  to  Gettysburg 
and  saw  the  graves  of  thousands  of  our  sol- 
diers, I  then  and    there  consecrated  myself  to 
Christ.   Yes.  I  do  love  Jesue  "  Kev.  Dr.  John 
IL  Barrows  gives    his   testimony  to'the  same 
eflecL       Kev.    Dr.     Irancls    \  Inton,    of    New 
York,  claims    to    have  converted  .ur.  Lincoln 


to  the  ••Christian  doctrine  of  the  resurrec- 
tion and  ths  Immortality  of  the  souL  "  Mr. 
Remsburg  analyzes  this  mass  of  testimony  la 
a  very  admirable  and  logical  fashion.  He 
shows  from  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Hay,  Judge  Davis.  Mr.  Lamar  anl  Mr. 
Herndon.  those  people  who  had  lived  In  the 
closest  Intimacy  with  the  great  President, 
that  the  statements  made  by  the  witnesses  to 
Lincoln's  orthodoxy  can  not  In  the  nature  of 
taings  be  true.  Perhaps  the  most  valuable 
and  trustworthy  evidence  Is  that  ofiered  bv 
Mr.  'VYm.  Herndon.  one  of  Lincoln1  s  biogra- 
phers. Ho  was  tue  1'resldenfs  law  partner 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  evidently 
enjoyed  his  fullest  conlldence.  Mr.  Herndon 
6ays:  "From  what  1  know  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
from  what  I  have  heard  and  verily  believe.  1 
can  say.  first,  that  he  d.d  not  believe  In  a  spe- 
ciul  creation,  his  Idea  being  that  all  creation 
was  an  evolution  under  iaw;  secondly,  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  Uibie  was  a  special 
revelation  from  cod,  aa  the  Christian  vor.d 
contends,  thirdly,  he  did  no:  believe  in  mir- 
acles as  understood  by  Christians:  fourthly, 
he  believed  In  universal  Inspiration  and  mir- 
acles under  law;  llfthly.  lie  did  not  believe 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  the  son  of  God.  as 
the  Christian  <  hu.-ch  contends;  sixthly,  lie 
believed  mat  all  things,  both  matter  and 
mind,  wero  governed  by  laws,  universal,  ab- 

i  solulo  and  eternal.  Law  was  lo  Lincoln 
ever;,  thing,  and  a.-ec'.al  interferences  shams 
and  delusions. "  Mr.  Remsburg  is  very  se- 
vere aud  denunciatory  of  some  of  the  clerical 
defenders  of  Lincoln's  orthodoxy,  even  go- 
ing to  the  length  of  calling  them 
aosolute  falsifiers.  Hut  su;h  extreme  de- 
nunciation is  probably  not  justified 
by  the  facts.  Very  fow  men  ever  deliberately 
falsify  in  matters  of  this  kind.  The  funda- 
mental mistake  which  Is  apt  to  bo  mads  by 
orthodox  people  Is  in  supposing  that  when 
men  till:  of  Christianity  tney  must  mean 
their  type  of  Christianity.  lheoJore  Parker 
claimed  to  oelleve  In  the  Christian  religion, 
although  he  held  every  one  ol  the  convic- 
tions which  Herndon  attributes  to  Lincoln. 
There     Is    a    loose    way    of     talking     about 

,  i  i.ristlaolty  Into  which  Mr.  Lincoln  may 
have  unconsciously  fallen,  unJ  lho-e   zealous 

|  and  Intensely  ortho  lox  gentlemen  who  wero 
anxious  to  enroll  the  great  President  among 
their  number  may  have,  quite  Innocently, 
biased  and  uiscolorod  Mr.  Lincoln's  words 
to  fit  their  own  ideas. 


W     I  GHT 


OLD-TIME   FACTS  AND   FANCIES. 

ttwc*oV>..>  10-5-      IS 

I  have  ibe   following  on    the subject   i>f  my 
papei  in  iue  Dail]  .N'  ws  of  bept.  13: 

Sepi     1 1     iflWS       \ii    <  ■.  '- 1  ".'  i 
lii'iu_-  much  interested  in  your  article    In   i«^i 
News  especially  thi  tenth  para- 
graph  referring  to  Lincoln's  religious   beuel    I 
iji.<  the  ltberi)  ol  sending  you  herewith  a 
of  in>    little    leaflet,    The    Lost   Cause     which 

I  reats  upon  that  subject  and  which  I  think  Is  a 
correct  viewuf  Mi  Lincoln  ,  attitude  <•"  nai 
all-tmportani  subject 

Vour  articles  In  the   Dally  News  an-  always 
very  readable  and   1  trust   my  dear  sir.  thai  you 
in.n  be  span  ■  !   man]  years  to  c 
edify  ami  Instruct    your   many   friends  an 
mirers     Sincerelj  aud  fraternally  yours. 

WILLIAM  M    PERKINS 

Accompanying  the  above  wan  a  prlnU 
containing  a  uelucti  to  ol  Mr     i— .p_ 
iiv  and  «ui,;>   on    the   subjectoirellgion, 
Which  would  appear  to  indicate  that  he  »«'  a 
bellevei  in  revelation.     And  yet   in    this   od- 
lection  ol  Mr    Perkins    1   hud    ihe    follow 
which  i-  given  i>»  •  Mr.  I  incoln 

to  a   lady    » bose    name 

■  ■f     lhe    dcatli    of  bis    boy,     W 
'1 ..  •    u..    asked  I  be      esidi  al  to  „  I ve    i.er  bli 
nlcas  on  Hii  reply 

was  iliat  be  nuii  hvei!  unill  the  boy  died  >■ 
out  full)  realizing  these  things,    'uuanlng  the 
subject  of  religion      He  then  weni  on  to 
l  have  i. cm  r   uu 

-•■  1  f id  -i  dlffl    uliy  in  glvl 

,'  tA'tut  Htrfif'tl  i'»rrt  "ti  <n 

-    n  hlch 
characterize  their  ari  i    etlef  aud  coufes- 

iions  of  faith.     Wh i.      church    will  ascribe 

over  Its  altar  aa  its  -    ■  lor  mem- 

iln  the   Savior's   condensed    statemi 
the  substance 

shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  Uod  with  all  ihi  heart. 
with  all  tt.  uiitialiih)  mind  and   thy 

Delghboi  aa  thyself .' that  church  shall  1  join 
wuii  nil  my  heart  aud  aouL 

Now,  this  declaration  of  all    Lincoln,  i y 

mind  li  -  ire  pi  oof  thai  he  did  not  profess 
Christianity;  an  taught  bj  any  ..(  the  i  reeds  of 
the  peril  li  ii  «.*••  to  my  way  "1  thinking, 
proof  thai  be  did  not  believe  in  the  two  ■ 
tlai  tlocinuals  of  Christianity  without  which 
it  is  a  hi*  .i  -  system  of  i  is  Ism  These 
aru    the  doctrines  of  the  Incarnation   and    its 

i  is  and  the  dlvlnlli  of  the    i 

Jesus  i  i.i  ii  1 1.'  ••  doctrl  .■■-  a:.-  the 
cornerstones     "f     the      •  taught     in 

the  i  la  and    the  Itevelalmii    of   John 

the  l > » \  inc.u.e  uu. rtbebii  n  leutallve 

parsonage  of  tue  twelve  a, 
wcic   personal  rv,  .< -.-    :.-.  ol  Infinite  truths 
and    goodness       Mr     William    M.  Hero 

ol  ii     barring    ■ 
tiicltles  and  its  exhibition  of  uncultured   lit- 
erary endeavoi     is  n.e   most    ellable     f  anj 
rot  pu    lUbed,  says  that  Mr.    Lie  Id   nol 

believe  In  the  divluitjf  of  the 
Jesus  Christ,  but,  like  Greeli  Emerson 
aud  most  of  the  New  England  >  u.t  of  the 
period,  was  a  Socinian.  For  my  purt.  I  can- 
not see  now  an]  !  .'  u  cardinal 
doctrines  >>t  t  bi  istlsnll  i  the 
principles  of  Jefferson's  doiaisii.u  of  inde- 
pendence, unless  In  a  Pickwickian  scum-.  f..r 
ti. at  declaration  i»,  in  point  of  fact,  an  asser- 
tion of  the  dl\  d  li  "f  the  unregenerate  man 
the  world  ovi  >  and  of  the  doctrine  that  man- 
kind are  capable  f  ivernment;  that 
consequently  the  fall  of  man  Is  a  myth  and 
that  If  governments  diu  not  Interfere  t"  pro- 
vent  there  would  be  neither  sin  nor  Iniquity, 
neither  moral  nor  religious  death,  neither  i>  .- 

I I  Ileal  nor  civil  incapacity  iu  all  this  world  of 
ours'. 

a 
» 

Mi.  Lincoln,    fronri    hS  I        itlb,  Lad 

imbibed  the  theory    ami  pi  qi  I  pie  '■!   perfect 

human  equality  and  unfctteicd  human  111 

and  turn  ail  thai   la  necessary  for  the  full  de- 

ument  and    play  of    these     Is  that  the  l.ut 

uiaisuil  unregenerate  man  should  be  given 
perfect  freeaom  of  action  in  all  his  comings 
ami    golugs.     the    perfection    of    govei  umeul 


i  being  that  its  best  form  subletted  uien  to  the 
least  amount  and  degree  of  restraint.  Indeed, 
it  was  from  this  quiver  that  Mr.  Lincoln  drew 
all  bis  arrows  and  titled  them  to  his  cloth-yard 
bow  in  every  political  contest  in  which  lie  en- 
gaged, from  thai  with  Stephen  A.  Douglas  to 
thai  with  Jeff  Paws,  who  both  believed 
religiously  in  the  Chief  Justice  Taney  theory 
that,  while  the  while  man  was  entitled  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  on  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  the 
black  man  was  not  It  I-  impossible  for  inu  to 
conceive  of  Lincoln  being  a  believe:'  In  the 
Christian  doctrine  of  total  human  depravity 
and      v  el     all     orthodox     ami     Indeed     logical 

t  krlstian  doctrine  Is  founded  on  that  dogma, 
foi  it  is  ihi  d  ...  u  w<blcb  mail's  the  mlracu- 
I  lous  lulervcuiiou  of  the  Deity  in  the  re- 
niptlOQ  and  salvation  of  the  human  race  uu 
isolute  necessity,      tin     the     contrary,    every 

el  aud  theory,  of  Lincoln's  life,  thought  and 
lion  was  founded  on  the  principle  of  the 
a  fettered  freedom  of  the  human  will,  a  will 
at.  contrary  to  the  orthodox  theo- 
glcal  Christian  belief,  Is  not  wholly 
ad  but,  on  the  contrary,  aside  from  external 
environments,  wholly  good.  How,  then,  could 
this  mail  believe  in  the  theological  doctrine 
..[  total  depravity,  whlcb  Is  the  corollary  of 
the    entire  Christian  system,  and  out  of  vv  Inch 

,:■.«-  the  necessity  of  a  dlvlue  redeemer, 
who  ,i  i.  iiir.es  of  both  a  human  and  divine 
nu!  ire,  and  who  Is  the  Uod  of  all  true 
Christians!    it  Mr  Lincoln  believed  in  such 

I  ■  uier    I    have    ;i-l    to    hear    of    It.      The 

nearest  he  came  to  sucb  a  belle!  Is  on  those 
occasions  when    «»  U  were  in  deference  to  the 

vulgar  belief  e>r  perhaps  to  bis  DOtlOD  "I  pop- 
ular weakness  or  when  lifted  for  the  moment 
above  the  mere  strifes  and  passions  of  the 
le,  bit  mind  leached  its  highest  theo- 
logical lllghls 

i  ,        ihoio  was  even    in  Mr   Lin- 

coln's highest  lllghts  and  aspirations  Iu  the 
due  tiou  •  >l  u.e  largest  degree  ol  civil  and  po- 
litical liberty  at  least  u  S0UDC0D  of  pessimism 
which  appealed  to  be  Ingrained  In  his 
morel  anil  mental  constitution  and  whlcb  can 
be  icad  between  ihe  lines  "f  his  greatest  and 
most  profound  ueilvcrauce,  Lit-  fain.OU6  Gettys- 
burg  .. 

ll    u    line    that  Dr.    Newton     lialemau,  vv  ho 

■    «.   ..a.     beld    the  othce  oi  superin- 
tendent of  public  insl    II  i    In    this    stato,  is 

authority,  f...  one  "f  those  pathetic  and  almost 
identk  which  have  been  so 
i, .mi,  white  stones  in  the  Me  of  this  re- 
markable man  The docloi  sa\s  iliat  ll  uc 
ed  during  Mi  Lincoln's  flrsl  presidential 
campaign  .V  canvass  ol  tbe  voters  of  rSprlng- 
fleld  had  been  made  foi  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining their  political  stau  ling;  the  result  bad 

tabulated    and    handed    to    Mr.  Lincoln. 
He  ano  Di    lialemau  carefully    went    through 

'    on  the     in    n   "f  whlcb     i  in  nine 

bis  (ace  ;  ...  disappolutuient  and   sadness 

doctor,  he  said  to  him  : 
iu  ii  .in  :  ■  ■  i  of  differeni 

nutlons  und  ull  of  them  >>xcopi  thrci    uri 
ogalnsi  me     i  greal  many   promi- 

nent mcoibers  of  the  churches  a  very  mwciuu- 
jorli  .ire  ai.'.iirisi  me.    Mr,    Bati 

1  in.  •  .    |  rea,i  i iu-   bible  ami   I  do  not  \,. 

understand    this    i ::     The  u    men   well  know 

that  I  a  .  lhe  lei  rltorles  freedom 

everywhere  us  the  laws  and  constitution  permit. 
and  thai  u. .  opponents  every  where  are  for  slav- 
^  this  and  yet  with  this  book  in 
ii.'  ii  bauds  in  the  >lgbi  "f  ivhlch  human  bond- 
I  age  co, .hi  not  live  a  moment  they  are  going  to 
vote  against  me.     I  do  not  understand  it  at  ull     I 

ihui    theri    is  a  i  "»i  and  that  He  liati  s 
i    •  I     lei     i  he    so. nn    i  ..mill, 

and  1  kuirv.  Hut  uu  band  Is  in  it.  It  He  has  a 
place  and  woiU  f.»r  mi  ind  1  think  Hi  bus  I  be- 
i.  n  ,i il .  i  am  nothing  bui  truth  Is 
everything  I  know  Cum  right  because  liberty, 
Is  right,  for  Christ  teaches  it  and  rnrisi  Is  (lod 
1  have  told  them  tout  .i  bousi  divided  an  oust  It- 
sell  cannot  stand  and  they  will  Had  it  so. 
Douglus  doesn't  ear.-  whether  slavery  is  voted 
up  or  down;  but  Clod  cures  and  humanity  cures 
and  I  care  and  with  God's  help  I  shall  not  fall. 
1  may  not  see  the  end  but  u  wfllci  me  and  1  Khali 
be  vindicated  and  thesi  men  will  find  they  have 
not  rend  Inelr  bibles  aright.  ' 


In  my  opinion  a  part  of  the  above  state- 
ment, at  least,  must  be  received  cum  grauo 
salis.  Dr.  Batetuau  might  easily  be  mistaken 
in  bis  account  of  the  interview,  of  which  he 
took  no  notes  The  statement  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln said:  "And  Christ  Is  God"  does  not 
agree  with  Mr.  Herudon's  reiterated  aver- 
ments that  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  beiieve  In  the 
literal  inspiration  of  the  scriptures,  nor  does 
it  agree  with  what  the  lady— name  not  given — 
reported  Mr.  Lincoln  as  saying,  after  the 
death  of  Ids  favorite  child  Willie,  that  up  to 
that  time  he  did  not  fully  realize  these  things, 
nor  with  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lanioii  that 
Lincoln  was  a  Soeinian  in  his  religious  belief, 
nor, furthermore, with  the  leading  facts  in  Mr. 
Lincoln's  life,  from  his  boyhood  up,  which  all 
go  to  demonstrate  that  he  held  to  the  belief, 
like  other  great  men,  in  his  star,  like  Napo-  I 
Leon,  .or  in  his  destiny,  like  hundreds  of  other 
rulers  of  men. 

Here  is  what  Mr.  Ward  H.  Lauiou  said  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  a  paper  which  he  sent  me  and 
which  he  copyrighted  In  liss5: 

"The  writer  of  these  pages,  riding  over  the 
prairies  of  Illinois  with  him  (Lincoln),  long 
years  ago.  traveling  from  one  county  to  another 
tu  attend  the  courts,  was  told  by  him  repeatedly 
that  he  did  not  recollect  the  time  when  he  did 
not  believe  that  he  would  at  sour  j  day  be 
president.  It  seemed  to  him  manifest  destiny.' 
'I  will  get  there,'  he  would  say.  seemingly  in 
tui  'ull"M  lorifidenceofrealiziniv  his  prediction   ■ 

In  another  part  of  this  paper  Mr.  Lamon 
says: 

"Ambition  was  one  of  the  ruling  characterise 
ties  of  this  great  man  from  his  cradle  to  his 
grave.  When  he  was  about  1-1  years  of  age,  then  at 
school. after  mounting  a  slump  in  the  schoolhousfi 
yard  (woods,  i  mean),  at  the  time  of  the  noon- 
day recess,  he  declaimed  the  sermon  preached 
the  day  previous  by  an  itinerant  methodist 
preacher  almost  verbatim.  He  astonished  some 
of  the  neighbors  who  happened  by  chance  or 
otherwise  to  be  present.  One  of  them  asked 
him  this  Question:  'Abe,  what  do  you  expect  to 
make  of  yourself  when  you  grow  up  to  be  a 
man!''  He  promptly  replied:  'I  expect  to  be 
president  of  the  United  States  before  I  die'  " 

The  nearest  Lincoln  ever  came  to  a  belief 
in  a  life  beyond  the  grave,  the  denizens  of 
which  had  more  or  less  influence  on  the  great 
and  favored  ones  of  this,  was  in  the  persist- 
ent recognition  of  his  own  great  destiny,  in- 
fluenced, as  ho  believed  it  to  be.  by  a  power 
which  he  himself  could  not  control,  but  which 
power  if  he  failed  to  recognize  and  to  obey  its 
behests  Would  desert  him.  It  is  well  known 
to  those  who  were  his  intimates  that  he  had 
been  warned  not  to  go  to  Ford's  theater  on  the 
day  which  preceded  the  night  of  his  assassi- 
nation, but  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  persuaded  him 
against  his  better  judgment  to  meet  his  des- 
tiuy.  This  was  simply  a  repetition  of  the 
intimation  of  Brutus'  fate,  conveyed  to  him 
by  his  "demon."  or  familiar  spirit,  on  the  night 
preceding  the  disastrous  field  of  Philippi. 

Even  while  cherishing;  a  supreme  belief  in 
t L e  destiny  which  was  to  the  last  to  be  his 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  an  astonishingly  powerful 
reliance  on  himself  and  his  governing  ideas  as 
respects  the  suitability  of  his  action  to  the 
occasion  which  called  it  forth.  Furthermore, 
when  necessity  called  therefor  he  possessed  an 
invincible  courage  in  acting  upon  his  own  In- 
itiative. Thus  when  after  the  disastrous  do- 
feats  of  Pope  before  Richmond  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  recall  McClellan.  and  after 
every  cabinet  otticer  except  Mr.  Seward,  who 
was  absent  from  Washington,  had  signed  a 
protest  against  the  proposal,  accompanied  by 
a  threat  of  resignation  and  also  a  call  for 
McClellau's  instant  dismissal  from  the  service, 
Mr.  Lincoln  appointed  that  general  to  the 
command  of  the  forces  at  Washington!  On 
the  contrary,  when  he  found  •  nat  McClellan 
was  Inclined  to  enter  into  an  arrangement 
with  Uen.  Lee  on  the  proposal  of  the  latter 
for  a  conference  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
a  peace,  ho  instantly  removed  McClellan 
from  his  command  and  thus  virtually  retired 
him  to  private  life. 


When,  also,  Mr.  Lincoln  made  his  proposal 
to  the  cabinet  for  the  purchase  of  the  slaves 
of  the  revolted  southerners,  he  would  doubt- 
less have  carried  it  into  effect,  though  the  pro- 
posal was  opposed  by  every  member  thereof, 
were  it  not  that  he  felt  the  utter  .Hopelessness 
of  the  attempt  to  bring  over  he  northern  peo- 
ple to  look  upon  it  with  any  degree  of  favor. 
This  contideuce  in  his  own  judgment  amounted 
to  an  invincible  belief  in  his  own  destiny. 
Here  is  an  illustration  of  this  striking  trait  In 
the  personality  of  the  man:  Mr.  Chittenden, 
the  registrar  of  the  treasury,  on  one  occasion 
asKed  him  a  leading  question.  To  It  he  re- 
plied: 

"That  the  Almighty  does  make  use  of  human 
agencies  and  directly  Intervenes  in  human  af- 
fairs is  one  of  the  plainest  statements  of  the 
bible.  I  have  had  so  inuny  evidences  of  His  di- 
rection, so  many  instance*  when  I  have  been  con- 
trolled liy  some  other  power  than  my  own  will,  that 
I  cannot  doubt  that  this  power  cornea  from  above. 
I  frequently  see  mv  way  clear  to  a  decision  when 
I  am  conscious  that  f  have  no  sufficient  facts 
upon  which  to  found  it.  Hut  I  cannot  recall  one 
instance  in  which  I  have  followed  my  own  judg- 
ment, founded  upon  such  a  decision,  where  the 
results  were  unsatisfactory;  whereas,  in  almost 
(  very  instance  where  I  have  yielded  to  the  views 
of  others  1  have  had  occasion  to  regret  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that  when  the  Almighty  wants  me  to 
do  a  particular  thing  He  finds  a  way  of  letting 
me  know  it." 

*      . 

My  idea  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is  that,  while  one  of 
the  finest  and  most  powerful  specimen's  of  po- 
litical opportunism  in  modern  times,  he, 
nevertheless,  while  possessing  no  distinct  be- 
lief in  an  inspired  revelation  to  all  men,  had  a 
profound  faith  in  the  fact  that  an  overruling 
Providence  governed  in  human  affairs  and 
governed  them  through  human  instruments, 
of  whom  he  fully  believed  himself  to  be  one. 
"And  yet."  in  the  words  of  his  most  intimate 
friend.  Ward  H.  Lamon,  "with  all  his  fearless 
courage,  his  innate  consciousness  of  the  recti- 
tude of  his  character  and  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  in  all  the  relations  of  his 
public  and  private  life  and,  too,  in  the  utter 
disbelief  in  his  impending  personal  changes 
from  association,  ho  had  long  entertained  a 
kind  of  presentment  that  he  would  eventually 
come  to  a  violent  death." 


He  believed  about  this  as  he  did  about  his 
eventually  becoming  president.  It  was  to 
him  manifest  destiny.  And  yet  this,  to  my 
idea,  was  merely  that  splendid  old  pagan  be- 
lief which  was  one  of  the  proofs  that  genius 
Is  itself  abnormal,  which,  though  producing 
normal  qualities  and  effects,  is  regarded  by 
the  world  at  large  as  a  mental  deformity  and 
its  possessor  as  a  splendid  "freak"— or,  at 
best,  the  possessor  of  a  power  which  enables 
him  to  view  all  things  in  a  different  light  and 
from  a  higher  standpoint  than  his  less 
brilliant  and      less  favored  neigh-  j 

bors.         Such        men         were        the      great  I 
poets        who        believed,        each         in      his 
mission,  such  poets  as  Wordsworth, Coleridge, 
Milton,  Ben    Jonson,    Cray,    Walter   Savage 
Landor.    Browning.    Victor    Hugo,    Herrick,  j 
Chatterton,  Keats  and,  above  and    before    all 
these,  Shakespeare,  who  put  his  estimation  of  I 
his  works  into  the   mouth  of  Prospero,  one  of  | 
his  greatest  creations.     And    so  in    his  leave-  : 
taking  of  his  creative  life  and  its  powers  after 
his  lingers  had  run    over  the    whole  gamut   of 
the  music  of  human  life,  he  bids    farewell    to 
the  creatures  of  his    brain,  dismisses  Caliban, 
bis  strength,  and  Ariel,  his  fancy,  and  drowns 
his    book    of    magic    "deeper  than  did    ever 
plummet  sound"  and  at  the  same  time  uttered 
the  following  eulogy    on  his    own    marvelous 
powers,  which  proved  that  he  was  clearly  and 
fully    cognizant  of  the    fact  that  he  possessed 
both    the  vision  and  the  faculty  of   poesy  to  a 
degree  and  a  depth    which  never,  for  all  time, 
would  be.  surpassed: 

Not  marbie  nor  the  gilded  monuments 

Of  princes  shall  outlive  this  powerful  rhyme 

Which  eyes  not  yet  created  shall  o'er  read. 

so  surely  did  Abraham  Lincoln  believe  in  his 
mission  and  in  his  call  thereto. 

AN  OLD-TIMER. 


^QLN  1'HJs!  bhur.v  i... 
As  the  eighty-seventh  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  draws 
near  inter<  .-4  In  his  memory  is  reawak- 
l  Throughout  this  land  there  will 
arise  on  thai  day  eulogies  to  his  mi  m- 
■  ■ry,  ami  "ii  each  succeeding  anniver- 
.  as  on  each  past  annivi  rear]  .Mnce 
the  fateful  day  in  April,  1865,  Other  i  u- 
logies  will  arise  for  many,  many  years 
t<>  come.  In  this  connection  it  may  i  • 
as  well  to  noukv  Lincoln  as  a  believer. 
Not  long  since  there  appear)  il  in  the 
n.  w  York  Sun  an  article  from  .1  prom- 
inent heretic,  who  claimed  that  Lincoln 
was  -a  disbeliever  in  the  doctrim  s  of 
.  hristianity.  in  support  "i  hJs  claim  hi 
stated  that  Lincoln,  In  his  earlier  days, 
hail  written  a  book  in  whi.  h  ight 

io  disprove  the  doctrines  of  chrlstlandtj  . 
.\lr.  Herndon  b 

the   manuscrli>l.   and    |  g  it  in 

his-    pobsessiun    d.  •:  i..     . 

that  may  have  been,  i<  ^»  quite  ■ 
that  in  his  niatuiur  yi-ars^r.  Lincoln 
^ave  the  liveliest  evidences  of  his  chris- 
tian fauh.  1 1'  there  was  ■  •  Ise 
upon  which  to  foand  belief  in  hie  Chris- 
tianity the  dosing  words  of  his  emanci- 
pation proclamation  ought  surely  to  be 
sufficient.  No  disbeliever  ■would  "invoke 
the  blessing  of  almighty  God"  upon  any 
of  his  acts  if  he  did  not  belli  >-  there 
WSJ  a,  fjod.  Mr.  Lincoln  w\as  no  careless 
user  of  words  or  phra.-.-s.  Wherever  u: 

a  or  written  they  bear  the  in 
sincerity.  That  was  as  characteristic  of 
the   man  as   was  his  nobleness  ol   pur- 
pose.    Upon     leaving     Spring.  I 
gtan    he  eaid   to   hla    i 
that  he  fc-lt  he  could  not  succeed  with- 
out the  a  in  tog  that  »">- 
talned  Washington    His  words  on  that 
aalon,    tr>. mured      words,      were:    "I 
hope,  you,  my  friends,  will  all  pray  thut 
I    may    receive    that    divine   asslstanc  • 
without    which    I    cannot    succeed,    but 
with  which  success  Is  certain."    Ri  •  •:- 
enci    for   Deity  was  a  prominent   trait 
of    his    life.    It    carried      him    through 
many  severe   trials  and  sustained  him 
en   all   others    »nv    downcast    with 
•  -  for  the  result   ^  nit  he  retli    i 
to  his  closet  and  there  fervently  pre 
divine   guidance   is  well   authenti- 
eral  SlckleB  it  is  harn- 
ed  tint  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
he  had  an   audience  with    Mr.    Lin 
and   that   the   latter  explained    he   had 
felt  no  anxi  ty  about  th.    Issue  ■■(  the 
battle    because    in    the    privacy    of    his 
apartment   he  had    prayed   t"   God   for 
success,  "and  I  then  and  there  made  a 
lolemn   vow  to  God  that  if  He  would 
stand   by   our   boys   in   Gettysburg     I 
would  stand  by  Him.  An  1  He  did  and  I 
will." 


There      was      faith      there,      christian 
faith,   such  faith  as  no  unbeliever  can 
fathom,   such   faith  as  only   a  christian 
can   feel.    A    year   before   his  death   he 
te  to  his  friend  Speed.  "I  am  profit- 
ably engaged  reading  the  bible.  'Pake  all 
of  this  book  upon   Lason   that  you  can 
and  the  balance  on  faith  and  you  will 
live  (and   die  a   better  man."   But   why 
multiply  ihe  evidence?  Turn  which  way 
you  will,   look  upon  anj    of  the  acts  or 
traits  of  tins  man  and  all  will  testily   to 
Christianity.    It    is    idle    to   say    he 
an      unbeliever.      His    whole     life 

abounds  with  the  evldem f  hia  belief 

in  the  funds  loctrines  of  Chris- 

tianity,   such     Christianity     as    would 
in. ik.    the  world  better  It  all  men   were] 

ime  type  of  christian  as   h 
^mj^J^Ajgharn  Ljncgln.^.  <t,t 


(LINCOLN-  IN  PRAYER 


[S  Story    of    the    Religious    Faith    of    the 
Martyr  President. 


MIS     l'KAYKK     FOR     GETTYSBURG 


' 


General  Cutcheon  Gives  Some  Interest- 
ing-   History    as    Hc    Heard    Ji    Re- 
lated    by   General   Sickles   at   a 
Banquet     One     Year     Ago. 
-V_a  <U^>*   \W^     V  IV  "IML 


Editor  Grand  Rapids   Herald— I   read 
with   pleasure  in  your  columns  on   the  I 
9th  instant,  the  article  on  the  religious  j 
faith. of  Abraham  Lincoln.   1  was  glad  , 
to   s*e   it  spread   before   the    people,   be-   | 
cauie    an    attempt    has    been    made    to 
convey     to     the    American     people     the 
imfcression   that  Lincoln  was  not  a  do- 
vc£t   man   or   a    believer   in   the  God    ol. 
thjb  bible.  It  was   my  good  fortune  one 
ylar  ago,  February  12,  1S»5,  to  be  pres- 
t&it  at   the   banquet   of   the   Loyal   Leg- 
ion,  at   the   Arlington   hotel,    Washing- 
ton, and  to  hear  the  remarkable  tribute 
r  of  Gen.    Daniel   E.    Sickles    to    Lincoln  S 
faith,    which    I    regard    as    one    of    the 
most     important       contributions      ever 
made  to  the  understanding  of  Lincoln's 
real   character.    I    sat    within    less   than 
six  feet  of  General  Sickles,  and,   facing 
him  during  the  delivery  of  his  remarks, 
every     word     impressed     itself       upon 
my   mind.  It  struck  me  then,  as  it  did 
hundreds  of  others,  as  a  new  revelation. 
At   my  earliest  opportunity— 1   think  on 
the   very    day    that    1    reached    home— 
and  while  't'he  words  were  still  fresh  in 
my  mind,  I  committed  General  Sickles 
statement  to  writing. 

on  the  occasion 'of  "the  banquet  re- 
ferred to,  the  regular  toasts  had  been 
completed,  and  the  assembly  began  to 
break  up,  when  a  cry  went  up  for 
-Sickles,  Sickles!"  General  Sickles  was 
sitting  at  the  table  next  me.  and  he 
hesitated  for1  some  seconds  before  re- 
sponding. Rising  with  apparent  reluc- 
tance and  supporting  himsell  in  part 
of  the  back  of  a  .-hair  and  in  part  by 
his  crutch-his  right  leg  is  oft  near  the 
hip-  he  first  replied  to  some  remarks  ol 
|  other  speakers  >n  regard  to  the  char- 
acter and  influence  of  Jefferson  as  com- 
pared with  Lincoln;  and  then  proceeded 
with  the  remarks  which  I  quote,  word 
for    word,   from    my    memorandum.    He 

said: 

"As  tending 'to  show  the  character  ol 
:  Lincoln  and  the  source  of  his  power, 
I  think  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  state 
an  incident  which  came  within  my  own 
knowledge,  and  which  has  never  befoic 
been  told. 

"It  was  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1Kb.., 
two  days  after  1  was  wounded  that 
I  was  brought  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  a  stretcher  and  carried  to 
lodgings  on  "F"  Street.  It  was  Sunday. 
That  same  afternoon  President  Lincoln, 
having  heard  of  my  arrival,  came  to 
my  room  and  sat  down  by  my  bedside. 
He  asked  about  the  great  battle  which 
had  just  been  fought,  and  when  I  told 
him  of  the  slaughter  of  our  men,  the 
tears  streamed  down  his  cheeks.  1  said 
to  him,  'Mr.  President,  you  must  have 
been    very    anxious    about    the    result. 


He  replied,  'No,  not  since  the  week  be- 
fore last.'  He  then  said:  'This  must 
seem  very  strange  to  you,  but  a  few- 
days  ago,  wln-n  the  great  armies  were 
converging  toward  the  battlefield,  and 
!  it  was  manifest  that  a  decisive  battle 
•  could  not  be  avoided.  1  felt  as  never 
before   my    utter    helplessness    and    iu- 

I  sufficiency  in  the  great  crisis. 

•■1   went   to  my   own  room  and  locked 

j   the  door,  and  1  fell  Upon  my  knees  and 

prayed,   as   1    had   never  prayed    before. 

II  said.  <>  Lord,  thou  hast  called  me 
to  this  place,  f  have  done  everything 
that  I  could  do  to  save  this  nation. 
Now  everything  is  in  thy  hands.  If  it 
may  be.  save  this  nation."  1  prayed  for 
a  long  time,  and  when  1  rose  from  my 
knees  and  went  out  from  that  room, 
1  had  no  doubt  as  bo  the  result.  I  felt 
a  great  burden  removed  from  my  shoul- 
ders, and  since  that  d'.iy  I  have  had  no 
d  o  u  1 1 1 . ' 

•■After  some  further  conversation,' 
said  General  Sickles,  "Mr.  Lincoln  rose 
to  go.  And  as  he  did  so.  he  said  in  a 
cheery  way,  'Well,  Sickles,  you  are  go- 
ing to  get  well.'  I  said,  'Mr.  President 
my  doctors  do  not  give  me  that  hope. 
He  repeated:  'Sickles,  you  are  going  U 
get  well.  1  am  a  prophet  today,  am 
I  tell  you  that  you  are  going  to  gc 
well.  And  more  than  thai,'  said  he,  'yoi 
are  going  to  hear  glorious  news  fron 
Grant  tomorrow,  who  has  been  so  loin 
pegging  away  at  Vicksburg.' 

General  Sickles  added:  "I  have  neve 
before  related  this  incident  to  anyone 
but  I  thought  that  it  was  a  duty,  at  ; 
proper  time  and  place,  to  state  it.  Ther 
were  two  other  persons  present  at  thi 
remarkaible  interview— one  of  then 
then  an  officer  of  my  staff,  Col.  Rusl 
ing  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  is  still  liv 
ing." 

When  I  wroR'  out  my  recollection  < 
General    Sickles'    narrative,    1   had   see 
no    other    statement     of      his    remark 
Charles   Moore,    secretary     of     Senate 
McMillan,    sat    at    an    adjoining    tabl 
and  I  think  made  a  memorandum  at  tl 
time,    which  I  think   he  sent,   to   a  Ne 
York  paper,  where   I  afterward  savv'i 
and  was  pleased  that  it  tallied  so  elosi 
ly    with    my    ov\n.   Nearly    two    montf 
later.   Gen.  James  F.   Rusling  of  Trei 
ton,   New  Jersey,   the  other  living  w'i 
ness,   communicated  his  recollection   ( 
this    remarkable    incident    to    the    Ne 
York    Independent    of    April    4,    1895. 
varies  somewhat  in  detail  from  Gener: 
Sickels'  statement,  but  not  in  the  mai 
features.  General  Rusling  says  Lincol 
added,  '1  have  been  praying  over  Vicks 
burg,  also.'  There  are  millions  of  Amei 
ieans  to   whom   this   story  of   the  grea 
president  will  remain  a  sacred  treasure 
and  General  Sickles  rendered  a  servic 
to   the   world   wln-n    he    made   it    public 
By ron   M.  Gutcheon. 


Lincoln's  Bellclon, 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Son— Sir:  There  has  been 
some  discussion  of  late  regarding  the  religious  belief 
of  Mr,  Idnceta.  Tho  enclosed  copy  of  an  announce- 
ment Issued  by  him  after  the  baitle  of  Gettysburg 
would  seem  to  go  In  the  direction  of  provlnpr  that  the 
great  man  was  Indeed  a.  man  of  deep  religious  con- 
victions, hardly  an  infidel. 

Detroit.  Keb.  18.  Paul  Ri\  ard. 

Washington,  D.  C  July  4. 1863. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  announces  to 
the  country  that  the  news  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  up  to  10  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  3rd  is  such  as  to 
cover  the  army  with  the  highest  honor,  to  prondse 
great  success  to  the  cause  of  the  Onion,  and  to  claim 
the  condolence  of  all  for  the  many  gallant  fallen;  and 
that  for  this  lie  especially  desires  that  on  this  day 
"  He  whose  will,  not  ours,  should  ever  be  done,"  be 
everywhere  remembered  aud  reverenced  with  the^ 
profonndest  gratitude.  A.  Lincoln^/ 


All  I.AM*  *    LINCOLN    > 
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LiHX    LIS 

It  has  always  seemed  to  us  that  the 
claim  so  persistently  put  forth  by  Free 
Thinkers  acd  Spiritualists  that  ABRA- 
HAM Lincoln  was  a  sympathizer  with 
their  views  had  no  basis  of  fact  to  rest 
upon,  for  the  reason,  principally,  that 
so  many  authentic  utterances  of 
hio  tes.r  such  uDOiidtukaLle  evidence 
of  the  profoundly  reverent  and  religious 
nature  of  the  mac  Judged  by  the 
charity,  the  tenderness,  and  the  sereue- 
mindeduess  which  he  displayed  as 
President,  acd  by  the  deep  sense  of 
piety  which  is  exhibited  in  all  of  his 
important  ollicial  addresses  and  docu- 
ments, he  wa-j  the  greatest  exemplar  of 
Christian  statesmanship  the  world  has 
ever  known,  but  the  claim  that  he 
was  an  irreligious  man  has  beau  reiter- 
ated so  often  that  many  persons 
have  come  to  implicitly  believe 
it,  and  only  the  other  day 
the  New  York  Sun  printed  a  letter  from 
"A  Free  Thinker"  jubilating  over  the 
intidel  leanings  of  the  martyred  Presi- 
dent. This  gave  Hditor  Dana  a  chance 
to  put  on  record  his  own  views  on  thia 
interesting  subject,  and  as  he  is  known 
to  have  enjoyed  the  intimacy  of  Lincoln 
he  may  bo  said  to  speak  with  an  author- 
itativeneea  that  cannot  be  gainsaid. 
Here  is  what  he  has  to  say  in   the  Sun: 

Three  years  ago  there  was  an  ex- 
change of  letters  between  Lieu.  Charles 
H.  T.  Collis  and  Col.  Robert  (i.  h^er 
■oil  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
religion.  We  printed  in  the  San  that 
correspondence,  which  was  highly  inter- 
esting. Gen.  Collis  quoted  many  pas 
sages  from  speeches  by  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
also  from  other  utterances  of  hui  upon 
numerous  occasions,  in  proof  that  Lin- 
coln was  a  believer  in  the  Bible  and  in 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  Gen.  Collis  also  remarked 
as  further  evidence  to  the  same  effect, 
that  Lincoln  regularly  attended  divine 
service  at  a  Presbyterian  church  in 
Washington,  We  could  aL-u  speak  of 
many  other  Christian  and  pious  ex- 
pressions of  Lincoln  besides  those  that 
were  referred  to  by  Gen.  Collis,  who, 
in  our  judgment,  demonstrated  his  case 
as  against  the  position  of  Col.  Ingersoll. 

No  one  can  form  any  opinion  regard 
ing  Lincoln's  religious  views  in  early 
life  from  the  statement  made  by  his 
one  time  partner,  Wm.  11.  Ilerndon, 
which  was  incorporated  in  a  letter 
printed  in  Thursday's  Sun.  Ilerndon 
himself  knew  nothing  of  any  conse- 
quence about  the  matter.  He  had  been 
told  that  in  the  year  1835  young  Lin- 
coln, then  under  2»j  years  of  age,  "wrote 
out  a  small  work  on  infidelity."  the  (Man- 
uscript of  which  he  showed  to  an  ac- 
quaintance, who  burned  it  in  an  old- 
fashioned  tin  plate  stove.  Herndon 
said  that  the  production  was  of  an  anti- 
Christian  kind;  but,  as  he  never  saw  it, 
had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  nature. 
and  learned  of  its  existence  only 
from  the  man  who  said  ho  had  destroyed 
it  as  soon  as  its  author  had  read  it  to 
him,  we  cannot  give  any  weight  to  his 
statement.  In  fact,  his  statements  are 
generally  to   be  received    with   distrust. 


The  trutn  is  not  always  in  him.  If 
such  a  book  ever  existed,  it  may  or  may 
not  have  possessed  the  character  which 
Storekeeper  Hill  attributed  to  it.  There 
is  no  way  of  sustaining  the  assumption 
of  our  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mac 
donald,  that  it  was  a  "free  thought 
work."  It  is  manifest  that  the  New 
Salem  btorekeeper,  who.  in  Herndon  a 
opini  in,  was  a  skeptic,  had  but  a  alight 
esteem  for  young  Lincolu's  alleged 
manuscript,  wheu  he  threw  it  in  the 
lire.  It  is  wholly  without  reaeou  that 
freethinkers  have  made  much  of  this 
entirel)  unauthentic  aud  probably  un- 
real production,  which  they  often  talk 
of  as  a  known  thing. 

Assuredly  when  Mr.  Lincoln  became 
known  to  the  world,  and  when  he  held 
lice  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  gave  all  necessary  evi- 
dence of  I  i  faithful  attachment  to  the 
Christian  religion.  The  solemnity,  the 
reverence,  the  d  tep  i  iety  of  his 
expressions  in  ollicial  documents  and 
public  bpeeehos,  and  nj 
sions.  were  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
upon  that  point.  As  Gen.  Collib  said  in 
one  of  bis  letters  to  Col.  Infers 
President  Lincoln  "was  a  Christian  at 
heart  aa  well  as  in  utterance." 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Religion- 

•  Three  years  ago  there  WM  an  exchange  of 
Utters  between  Geu.  CHARLES  11.   T.  COLLIB 

and  Col.  Robert  G.  Ikgersoll  upon  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Lincoln 'a  religion.  We 
printed  in  Tiil  Sin  that  correspondence, 
which  was  highly  interesting.  Gen.  COLLIS 
quoted  many  passages  trom  speeches  by 
\ir.  Lincoln  and  also  from  other  ut- 
terances of  his  npon  numerous  occasions. 
in  proof  that.  Lincoln  was  a  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  in  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  Christian  faith,  lien.  COLLIS 
also  remarked  as  further  evidence  to  the 
game  effect,  tluitLlNe  uI.N  regularly  attended 
divine  service  Bt  a  Presbyterian  church  In 
Washington.  We  could  al-i>  speak  ol  many 
..ther  christian  and  pious  expressions  of 
Lincoln  besides  those  thai  were  referred  to 
by  lien.  Collib,  who,  in  our  judgment,  dem- 
onstrated his  case  as  against  the  position 
of  Col.  fKGKBBOLL, 

No  one  can  form  any  opinion  regarding 
LINCOLN'S  religious  views  in  early  life  from 
the  statement  made  by  his  one  time  part- 
ner, Wll.  II  rXSBKDOH,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated in  a  letter  printed  in  Thursday's  Si  n 
HEBNOOH  himself  knew  nothing  of  any 
consequence  al>oiit  the  matter.  He  had 
been  told  that  III  the  \i-ar  1USG  young  LIN- 
COLN, then  under  ^d  years  of  age,  "wrote 
out  a  small  work  on  Infidelity,"  the  mana 
script  of  which  he  showed  to  an  acquaint- 

iimv,  who  burned  it  in  an  old  fashioned 
tin  plate  stove  HERNDON  said  that  the  pro- 
duction was  of  an  an  ti-<  /. . .  tian  kind;  but, 
i. ever  saw  it,  had  DO  personal  knowl- 
edge of  Us  nature,  and  learned  of  its  exist- 
ence only  from  the  man  who  said  he  hail 
destrojed  it  as  soon  as  its  author  hail  read 
it  to  him,  we  cannot  give  any  weight  to  his 
statement.  In  fact,  his  statements  are 
generally  to  be  received  with  distrust 
The  truth  is  not  always  in  him.  If 
such  a  book  ever  existed,  it  unit  or 
may  not  have  posses?,,  d  the  charac- 
ter which  Storekeeper  Hill  attributed  to 
It.  There  Is  no  waj  o(  sustaining  the 
assumption  of  our  correspondent,  Mr  K  \I 
M  ODONALD,  that  it  was  a  "  free-thought 
Work."  It  is  manifest  that  the  New  Salem 
storekeeper,  who,  m  11  m:n  i»>n  - 
was  a  skeptic,  had  but  a  Blight  esteem  for 
young  I. is*  OLN'8  alleged  manuscript,  when 
he  threw  it  in  the  lire.      It  is  whollj  without 

reason  that  freethinkers  have  made  much 

of  this  entirely  unauthentic  and  probably 
unreal  production,  which  they  often  talk 
of  as  a  known  thing. 

Assuredly  when  Mr  LINCOLN  became 
known  to  the  world,  and  when  he  held  the 
oiiicu  of  President  of  the  United  States  be 
leave  all  necessary  evidem  >f  his  faithful 
attachment  to  the  Christian  religion.  The 
solemnity,  the  reverence,  the  deep  piety  of 
his  expressions  in  official  documents  and 
public  speeches,  and  upon  other  occasions. 
were  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  that 
point.  As  Gen.  Coi.Lls  said  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Col.  Ingkrsoll,  President  Lin- 
coln' "was  a  <  bristian  at  heart  as  well  as 
In  utterance."  $ua«      L-  "*-  *  ,  l)C 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Religion. 

Three  years  ago  there  was  an  exchange  of 
letters  between  Geu.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis 

and  Col.  ROBERT  G.  IKGERSOLL  upon  the 
subject  of  .Mr.  Lincoln's  religion.  We 
printed  in  Tut:  St'N  that  correspondence, 
which  was  highly  interesting.  Gen.  COLLIS 
quoted  many  passages  from  speeches  by 
Mr.  LINCOLN  and  also  from  other  ut- 
terances of  his  upon  numerous  occasions, 
in  proof  that  LINCOLN  was  a  believer 
in  the  Bible  and  in  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  Christian  faith,  Gen.  Collib 
also  remarked  as  further  evidence  to  the 
same  effect,  that  LlNCOl  N  regularh  attended 
divine  service  at  a  Presbyterian  church  In 
Washington,  We  i  ouid  also  speak  of  many 
other  Christian  and  pious  expressions  of 
LlN<  0LN  beside-    those   that  were  referred  to 

by  (leu  Collis,  who,  in  our  judgment,  dem- 
onstrated his  ease  as  against  the  position 
of  Col.  INGEKSOLL. 

No  one  can  form  any  opinion  regarding 
Lincoln's  religious  views  in  earl]  life  from 
the  statement  made  bj  his  one  time  part- 
ner, Wvi  ii  lit  ..\iio\,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated in  a  letter  printed  in  Thursday's  Si  n. 
HEKNDON  himself  knew  nothing  of  any 
consequence  about  the  matter.  He  had 
been  told  that  in  the  year  188(3  young  Lin 
chin,  then  under  86  years  of  age,  "wrote 
out  a  small  work  ou  Infidelity,"  the  m 
script  of  which  he  showed  to  an  acquaiut- 
wha  burned  It  in  an  old  Fashioned 
tin  plate  stove  Herndon i  lid  that  the  pro- 
duction was  of  an  anti-Christian  Kind  ;  but, 
as  he  never  saw  it,  had  no  personal  knowl- 

•  of  its  nature,  and   learned  of    its   exist 

onlj  from  the  man  who  said  in-  had 
destroyed  it  as  Boon  as  its  author  had  read 
it  to  inn,,  we  cannot  give  any  weight  to  his 
statement,  In  fact,  his  statements  are 
generallj     to    be    received    with   distrust 

The  truth  is  not  always  in  him.  If 
buch  a  bool  ever  existed,  it  may  or 
may  not  have-  possessed  the  charac- 
ter which  Storekeeper  Hill  attributed  to 
it.  There-  is  no  way  of  sustaining  the 
assumption  ol    nr  correspondent,  Mr.  E  M. 

MACDOKALD,    thai    it    was    a    "  free-  thought 

work   '      it  is  manifest  that  the  New  Salem 

I  l  r,  w  |,o,  in  HERKDON'6  opinion, 
was  a  skeptic,  had  but  a  slight  esteem  for 
g  Lin<  OLN'a  alleged  manuscript,  when 
he  mi  ev  it  in  the  lire.  It  is  wholly  without 
re  .1  m  ;;..■  freethinkers  have- made!  much 
of  this  entirely  unauthentic  and  probablj 
unreal  production,  which  they  often  talk 
of  as  a  know  n  t  hing. 

Aasnredl]  when  Mr.  Lincoln  became 
known  to  the  world,  and  when  he  held  the 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
^a\e  ail  necessary  evidence  of  his  faithful 
attachment  tt,  the  Christian  religion.  The 
solemnity,  the  reverence,  the  deep  piety  of 
his  expressions  m  official  documents  and 
public  speeches,  and  upon  other  occasions, 
were  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  that 
point.  As  Gen.  COLLIS  said  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Col.  IsciLiisoLL,  President  Lin- 
coln "was  ft  Christian  at  heart  as  well  as 
iu  utterance." 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  RELIGION. 
A  letter  which" recently  appeared  in  the 
columns  of  the  New  York  .Suu  from  a  prom- 
inent heretic,  affirming  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  a  disbeliever  in  tin;  doctrines  of 
Christianity  and  that  in  his  early  days  he 
wrote  an  essay  seeking  lo  disprove  them, 
has  brought  out  in  re'plj  many  statements 
which  establish  the  contrary  view.  Anion:,' 
them  is  one  from  Gen.  Collis  contending  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  sincere  and  consistent: 
( 'luistian,  and  Mr.  Dana  himself  editorially 
indorses  the  argument  made  by  Gen.  Collis. 
Whatever  Mr.  Lincoln  may  have  said  or 
written  about  religion  in  his  youth  is  of  lit- 
tle account  compared  with  what  he  wrote 
and  uttered  in  his  later  life  on  the  same 
subject.  His  juvenile  attitude  towards  the 
Christian  fnitll  rests  alone-  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Herndon,  who,  to  say  the  least, 
is  a  very  sensational,  imaginative,  and  im- 
pulsive and  therefore  not  altogether  reliable 
witness.  The  records  are  too  full  of  posi 
live  expressions  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  showing  his 
great  rev  erencc  for  religion  and  his  unosten- 
tatious, natural  sense  of  piety,  to  leave  any 
doubt  about  his  acceptance  of  the  funda- 
mi  mil  doctrines  of  Christianity,  though  he 
wns  never  iu  an)  sense  a  theologian.  \\  hen 
he  lefl  Springfield  for  Washington  ho  said 
to  his  neighbors  that  he  felt  he  could  nol 
i  w  ithout  the  same  divine  blessing 
which  sustained  Washington.  In  his  own 
words:  "  1  hope  you,  my  friends,  will  all 
pray  that  I  maj  receive  that  divine  assist- 
ance without  which  I  cannot  succeed  but 
v.nli  which  success  is  certain."  'These  are 
not  the  words  of  an  unbeliever.  Gen.  Sickles 
testilii  s  that  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
he  had  an  audience  with  Mr.  I. inc. -In  ami 
thai  the  latter  explained  he  hnd  felt  uoanxi- 
c  tj  about  the  issue  of  the  battle  because  in 
the  privacy  of  his  apartment  hu  luul  prayed 
to  God  for  success,  "and  1  then  and  there 
made  a  solemn  v  ow  to  God  I  hat  if  he  would 
stand  by  our  boys  at  Gettysburg  I  would 
stand  by  linn.  And  he  did,  and  I  will." 
Again,  tin  se  are  not  the  words  of  an  unbe- 
liever. A  year  before  his  death  he  wrote- 
to  his  friend  Speed:  "I  am  profitably  en- 
gaged n  ading  the  Bible.  Take  nil  of  this 
book  upon  reason  that  .voii  can  and  the- bal- 
ance- on  faith  and  you  will  live  and  die  a  bet- 
i.  i  man."  Illustrations  of  this  kind  might 
easily  he  multiplied.  His  speeches  and  his 
writings  abound  with  similar  references. 
They  show  not  only  that  he  believed  in  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity,  bid 
ib.n  he  had  a  .simple,  nal  tiral,  trustful,  un- 
ostentatious, and  uiidogmnticnl  form  of  re 
ligiou.  It  w  on  Id  make  this  world  better  if 
more  people  were  the  same  type  of  Christian 


j-y< 


The  question  as  to  the  religious  faith  of 
Abrahani^Jncoln  has  recently  been 
brought  Into  bold  relief  by  the  corres- 
pondence between  General  Charles  H.  T. 
Collia  and  Colonel  Robert  G.  Ingersoll, 
the  one  affirming  and  the  other  denying 
the  Christian  beluf  ol  the  martyred  pres- 
ident Colonel  Ingersoll  also,  in  his  cel- 
ebrated lecture  on  Lincoln,  takes  the  po- 
sltlon  that  Lincoln  was  an  agnostic.  II 
is  said,  with  however  no  proof,  to  have 
written  an  infidel  book  when  a  young 
man  which  was  never  published.  Whether 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  professing  Christian, 
In  the  orthodox  sense,  may,  indeed,  be 
questioned,  but  that  he  was  a  profound 
believer  In  an  omnipotent  Providence  who 
overrules  events,  guides  nations,  and 
inspires  the  reformers  and  saviors  of  the 
world,  must  be  granted,  else  had  we  not 
the  farewell  address  to  his  Spring , 
neighbors,  the  charity  of  the  second 
Inaugural,  and  the  solemn  vow  to  God 
which  preceded  the  fstve  of  the  procla- 
mation of  emancipation.  Abraham  .Lin- 
coln certainly  had  the  sentiment  of 
Christianity,  If  he  did  not  ostentatiously 
bow  at  Christian  altars&x-LxL,  (<rvf . ,     . 


LINCOLN'S    BELIGIOl'S    BELIEFS. 

As    the    anniversai  birth    of 

Abraham  Lincoln  again  api  !  the 

.    m   regard   to  nib   bel 
Ion  and  U>«  W      '■  r  **  nrenew 
•  of  the  Lust,  rn  i 
opened  up   this  question,   and   quite    ' 
number  ot    their   c  >n    -i-  »nd«   Hi 
•..:.  d  ■    h  ind  In  •■    Ing  to  hai  he 

had  no  faith  In  the  ripturea 

and  the  Christian  religion.  (  harles   a. 
Dana,    the    veteran    editor  New 

York  Sun,  who  was  assistant  > 
of   war   under   Mr.    Lincoln.    In    a    I 
editorial  In  reteri  nc    I  •  th  re- 

garding  Mr    Lincoln's    rell  ientl- 

ments.  says:    "We  prefer  Mr.  I-"" 
own  words  to  all  th(    assi  rtl   ns 
pie    who     speak     without     knowledge. 
M..i  ■  .luring  his  pre  sld<  m  y.   In 

public  speeches  and  otherwise,  he  ut- 
tered language  expressive  ot  his  faith 
In    the    Bibls   and   In    the    fun  I 

brines  of  the  Christian 
There  cannot  be  any  oijl 
the  authenticity  or  the  Incerlty  ol 
these  many  expression*.  And  Mr.  Lin 
coin  was  not  a  dissembler,  a  hypocrite 
'  a  falsifier,  or  a  time-server.  Bj  hU  owi 
words,  and  works  he  shall  be  Judged.' 


Dr. 


r\c     Qrii  Tnw    2  /a"* *"  I        ""''   waa   a   Breat   man,   large  enough  to 
REV.    DR.    BOL  l  UN  °-/ff/   '      eallxe  his  own  weakness  and  to  feel  the  need 

f  help:  his  prayer  on  the  ni^ht  before  the 
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South  Park  St  1".  church 
bed  from  a.ms.  all..  36,  "For  Davtd.j 
after  he  had  served  his  own  generation,  by^ 
the  will  or  Gi  d    fell  on  -  laid 

unto   his   rathers."    The   Abraham    Lincoln 
No  M,  Illinois  department  of  the  G    a. 
R.,  and  the  South  Park  carets  were  present 
Dr    Bolton  said  In  part: 

A  careful  study  of  the  Uvea  and  deeds  of 
the  men  who  have  made  history  la 

to  the  Btudenta  ol  today,  for  there  Is 

but  lltth   worths  of  preservation  that  Is  not 

Identified  with  their  history.    Speak  ol  the 

llan    civilization    and    the    Pharoahs, 

h  and  Hi  ■  ;  '  h,r 

ites  and    PhUlla       Romi    hi  r    Ca  . 

ro  and  Augustus;  Franci   hei  N 

r  Cromwell,  Staurt,  Mary,  Elisa- 
beth and  win. iM' 

•■Auo  rlca  '        »re  great   men,  i  •  - 

cause  of  II    pi  i  ull.»i  .  ...  .lutlons  for  thi  . 

itlng  of  gri  atn<  ss  Neverthel 
are  two  men  that  stajid  out  wnliout  poors 
in  the  history  of  our  country— they  are  tho 
amu-zons,  Washington  and  Lincoln.  Wash- 
ington's experience  was  unlike  any  that  ever 
pn- ceded  him.  but  Lincoln  was  int.  nslfle  1  I  y 
tho  Increased  strength  of  sixty  \  > ...  -  ■•!  con- 
stant clash  and  conflict:  he  stepped  In  where 
the  great  beas  met  and  experienced  the  full 
orbfl  of  national  sorrow  anil  Joy. 

"Mr.  Deecher's  description  of  the  Joy  that 
filled  the  land  at  the  surrender  ol  General 
Lee  is  unparalleled;  it  rose  up  over  aobrlet) 
and  swept  business  from  Its  moorings:  mi  n 
embraced  each  other  in  brotherhood  who 
i. .  i  •  strangers  in  thi  flesh:  son  ujusomc 
prayed;    others  thougltf   ihanksglYJM   |||]|- 


.         ..-.,■.         .!.-•        ,'.......         ...  It        l  .IV-        IUh'H         I"      .   V.    V 

Ictory  at  Gettysburg  is  one  of  the  most 
tuching  petitions  I  .\.r  read.  Again,  he 
a.l  a  profound  faith  In  the  word  of  God;  in 
is  speech  to  the  colored  people  at  Balti- 
iore,  when  they  presented  him  with  a  bible, 
■  •  said:  'It  is  tho  best  gift  God  lias  ever 
Ivon  to  man.  Without  it  we  could  never 
now  right  from  wrong.'  Another  has  asked : 

'   too  much  to  say  that,  way  down  in  the 

iture,  whi  n  ihi~  r<  p  .idle  shall  have  fallen 
•om  its  niche  In  the  wall  of  lime,  when  the 
real  war  shall  have  faded  out  In  the  flis- 
ince  like  a  mist  on  tlu  horizon,  win  not  men 
look  back  and  see  the  great  presldi  nt  a^  tin 
supreme  figun  in  this  vortex  ..f  history,  i    1 
iy  we  think  of  Athens  as  Gree.       be- 
cause it  was  Ihe  home  ol  Socrates  and  I  '.  rl- 
oles,    men  shall  think  Illinois  America,  he- 
me of  Lincoln  and  Grant?' " 


one  blow,  Joy  lay  without  a  pulse,  without  a 

n     er  did  i     n     ny  1 
in  so  brief  a  time  touch  such  boundless  i>.  I- 
lugs. 

Mr.   Lincoln  was  l>orn  at  the  right   time 
.  and  In  the  right  place; 
of  circumstances   such  as  would  have  suf- 
fered Mr.  Lincoln  to  have  ilv.  d  and  died  un- 
known outside  of  1 

should   modify   our  eulogy   of   in.  a   and  lead 

us  to  appreciate  them  f>»r  what  th.  :■  an  and 

would  ha\  ■■  done  l.ad  .'II ■•■.. mstari.  .  .-,  fa\ 
The  time  had  come  for  ti  ■  Iructlonof 

service   In    this  country  and  the  abolishing 
\  ,-ry 
"But    we   cannot   wholly   account    for  the 
greatness  of  this  man  In  the  fa.  t  •  • 
born  at  the  right  utn.-  and  In  thi  right  ; 
for  oth.-r  boys  w.r.-   horn  on  the  Kilt  day  of 
;  ■  bruary,  1809,  In  thi     rat.  of  Kentui  ky  w  ho 
:■  \n  .:.  heard  from.     Abi  a  ham  Lin- 
coln was  an  Industrious  boy,  a  can  ful  >tu-. 

and    a    thorough    thinker      1. 

everything    thai    i  imi     Into   his   life.      Mr. 
;  of  Kentucky  says  then    v. as  ni  thing 
eo  small  that  Lincoln  did  not  ponder  II 
no  probh  m  so  gr.  al   i  hat  hx    i:  l  i 
take  to  Bolvi    it     This  d 

dom;   ru.  rs  gat  hi  r  lh<  ir 
stn  ngth  from  the  watei  -i..  Is,  1 1\  ul. 
brooks  ttial  pour  their  gifts  Into  their 
ni  i  ^ 

"Ills  campaign  speeches  and  his  state doc- 
■  nis  u  ill  nevei  e  to  be  atu  Hi  d    thi  y 

have  th.-  pollBh  and  stati  Hi  ■ 
•  irae,  but  they  have  Btn  ngth  and  chara.  t<  r. 

In,  Mr    Lincoln  was  ..  patriot:  his  . 
life  was  devoted  to  the  ir.i.  n 
try    as  a  republic    Believing   it   could   not 
ezlsl  with  saf.  t>   and  profll  in  rcpubl 

l  slavery,  and  when  all  of  his  friends 
were  alarmed  at  his  utterances  and  told  him 
it  would  keep  him  out  nf  office  r.,r.  ver,  h.- 
simply  said:  'A  kingdom  divided  against  it- 
self cannot  stand."  And  long  before  the 
church  had  reached  the  conviction  thai 
shai  ts  uit.  ranees  be  sal  I :  'I  know 

there  is  a  'o-i  and  that  he  hates  Injustice 
ind  slavery.     I   see  th.-  storm  coming  und  I 
•enow  his  hand  Is  in  It.' 
"Mr   Lincoln  was  a  religious  man.  H 
I,    It  is  my  constant  anxiety  and  prayei 
i  and  this  nation  may  be  on  the  Lor  i  < 
and.   again,    when   Colonel     Rusllnft 
isked    him  In  the  pn  B        ton  and 

Wells  n hy  h.-  was  so  confident  of  succes  al 
Gettysburg,  Lincoln  said:  "In  the  pinch  of 
he  campaign  I  went  to  my  room,  got  down 
n  my  knees  and  pprayed  to  Almighty  God 
or  victory  at  Gettysburg.' 


HE  TALKED  ABOUT  LINCOLN. 


REV.  S.  M   NEEL  DECLARES  THE  MARTYRED 
FRESIDINT  WAS  IMBPIB2D. 


Dirlnely  G  aided,    .lust    as    Mobm   ffu    anil 
Joshua— Union   Meeting  of  Local  Societies 

of  4  brlst'in  l'ii'l«  :iwi— A'lilri  >■.■  *  l>y  i;iil>l>l 
.siliulii.au  anil  Oilii-rs  — All  Declare  for 
lluidnesi  Han  lor  Political  Unices.       r 

K~»*^  UiS,  X^-^    j.-ui-iS*< 

During    Ihe      civil    war    Dr.    S.    M.     N 
■  r  of   Ihe  Central   Pi  irch, 

«  as  a   tollower  of  the  1  Ou   the 

12l h  of.  April,  imw,  three  days  afier  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  10  Grant  and  on  the  day 
Abraham     Lincoln      «.i>     .1  1,    he 

say  ng:    "Wi 
have  fought   an   opeu   aud   manly    light    for 
what    we    thought    was    right    aud 
for.  :.  >>    of   our   .-  tei  1       Non     I 

is  over  1  Bhall 

and  do  the  beat  1  1  au  fi  r  mj  ■ 

Is,  It  seems,  t'    be  unlti  1  b>  sti  inger  I 

than  ever."      At  u  • ■  ...   rally 

a.a  that  1  u  1  *    iii.it  his 

l..i  i     i  1  '   -     :  •      I 

ij    \n  hen   .-  he  m   - 

to  iii"  n  h<  arlng  th  U  he  .    ak  uj 

"Lluco!u"  al  i ...- 
1  1    :.  ■  .     1   .  L 

I  by  God  and 

work    111    life.      "I      ■  -a  '1 

doses,  J  I 

.    by   God    or    .. 

foi     ttu     i  :    Hi. in 

I  l| 

.\.      ....     :  •.  110    II.  ill    In 

Hi  1.  in  foi 
in    Hi.-   1  ..ii.ii.    rclal    w  01  . 
[hen     •  auy  cl I) 

o\\  a   iu   Li.    unlit   to 
, 

[•.  Jo  .  8         Law 

and  ■ 

-  a-  ■.  bul 

1   from  ih 
1 

•    huliuuu  - 

.  I1..1  . 

■ 
11. . 

1     1 .     \ 

1  .         award 

rally.  • 


Tud  President  oaked  b.nh  penerula 
Dot  10  repeat  ilu  conversation,  lest  poo- 
pie  in. gin  liiu^u  you  know, "and  it  who 
only  ufier  louj;  yo.ira  ."cc.in  Mr  La^u 
w.otu.ral,  uo  be  0  Cisioaailv  i?  v-ven 
i^v  wild  infidelity,  if  not  wi  n  ataelem, 
thattney  to.  J  m-.a  remarkable  story  ot 
LlDJOl  cfe'  fuitn   in   prayer  ana 

trust  in  GjJ. 

O  »iy  a  year  b  i  ire  his  asaasination, 
Llmioln  wrote,  In  a  idler  to  h'.d  Iif<  - 
friend,  J^sbuaSpesd:  "i  ^ai  prof-1 
itabiy  engaged  reading  Uv.  ii  uio 
Take  all  o(  ibL  co  >*  upju  ri....ou  ir.at 
you  ..an.  m.d  inu  b-iittuite  on  f.-.iiii,  a_d 
yon  will  Live  ana  ii.«.  ..  o  tit   .•  man." 

Eitner  Abraaam  L  ..   j...  was  a  con- 
summate bypocriteor  a  dovuut  Chris- 
tian niiii.     Wc  Jount  if    tbu    niai.    I .. 
..  bo  a  who  Lij  ventured  to  ac 


L1NCOI  •»'•  -"KLIGION. 
Prominent-  Skeptics  have,  of  Lite. 
endeavored  to  make  it  appear  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  Mi  without  fixed 
religious  belief,  but  the  known  facts 
all  point  to  the  opposite  conclusion. 
The  fcew  York  Mall  and  Express,  in 
a  thoughtful  editorial  on  the  subject, 
says: 

1\  vf  who  have  studied  carefully  the  life 
story  of   the  martyred   president   can   ar- 
rive at  no  other  conclusion  than  that   he 
was  a  sincere  believer  In  the  Christian  re- 
ligion.    His  life-long    reverence     for     re- 
ligion, the  deep,  yet  unostentatious,  piety  ( 
of  his  public  and  private  expressions,  and  I 
his   constant    reliance   upon    Divine    guld-  . 
ance  through  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war. 
and  amid  his  own  don.-  tvements, 

leave  no  doubts  In  the  minds  of  the 
thoughtful  as  to  Line  dii's  devotion  to  the 
Christian  religion,  in  his  parting  a*K 
dress  to  his  Bpringfleld  neighbors.  wh»n 
leaving  for  Washington,  he  said: 

•Washington    would    U  '      8U°- 

ceeded  except  for  the  aid  of  Divine  Prov- 
idence, upon  which  he  at  all  times  relied. 
I  feel  that  I  cannot  succeed  without  thfl 
same  Divine  blessing  which  sustained 
him;  and  on  the  same  Almighty  lt.-lng  I 
place  my  reliance  lor  support.  And 
hope  you,  my  friends,  will  all  pray  that  1 
may  receive  that  Divine  as  With- 

out   which    I    cannot   succeed,    but    with 
which  success  is  certain." 

General  Daniel  K.  Sickles  and  •• 
James  F.  Rusting  tell  in  almoat  the  «e 
words  ol  an  Interview  they  bald  with 
President  Lincoln  on  the  flrtt  Sunday 
after  Gettysburg.  Sickles  had  asked  the 
president  whether  he  had  not  I'll  anxiety 
donng  the  Gettysburg  campaign  Mr 
Uncoln  gravely  replied,  do,  he  was  not; 
that  some  of  his  cabinet  were,  bui  b< 
.himself    had    no    tears.     Oei  srnl    Bl 

mSd  curious  about  the  mutter,  and  In- 
quired whj  it  was  be  Celt  no  anxiety  in  so 
grave  a  crisis.  The  president,  With  some 
hesitation,  linally  replied: 

"Well,    I    will   tell   you   how   It  was.      lu 
the   pinch  of  your  campaign     out     <• 
when   everybody  seemed   panic   etrl  I 
oppressed  by  the  gravity  of  our  affai.  -     I 
went    Into   my    room   one   day   and    locked 
the  door  and  got  down  on   my   knees  be- 
fore  Almighty  God   and    prayed    to    Him 
mightily   for  success     at     Gettysburg. 
told   Him  this  was  His  w..i    and  our  eause 
His  cause,  but  that  we  couldn't  stand  hii- 
i  other  Btederiokaburg  or  CI  i  vrtU*. 

1  And  I  then  and  then-  made  a  solemn   VOw 

to  r.od  thai  if  be  would  stand  by  our  I 
ut  (5ettv»b.irg  I  would  stand  by  Him. 
And  He  did,  and  I  will.  At  I  aft<  that- 
I  don't  kn..w  how  It  was  and  1  can't  ex- 
plain It-tout  soon  the  sweet  comfort  crept 
Into  my  soul  that  things  would  go  all 
..t  at  Gettysburg,  and  that  is  why  i 
had  no  fears  about  you.'' 

The  president  ask.nl  both  generals  not  ^ 
to  repeat  the  conversation.  Il  Bl  "people 
might  laugh,  you  know."  and  it  was  only- 
after  long  years,  when  sir  Lincoln  was 
charged,  as  he.  occasionally  is  even  yet. 
with  Infidelity,  if  not  with  atheism,  that 
they  told  that  remarkable  story  of  Lin- 
coln's abiding  faith  m  prayer  and  trust 
In  God. 

Only  a  year  before  his  assassination, 
Llnoln  wrote.  In  a  letter  to  his  life-long 
friend,  Joshua  Speed:  "I  am  profitably 
engaged  reading  the  Bible.  Tako  all  of 
this  book  upon  reason  that  you  can.  and 
the  balance  on  faith,  and  you  will  live 
and  die  a  !••  it-  r  man." 

Either  Abraham  Uncoln  was  a  con- 
summate hyprocrite  or  a  devout  Christian 
man  Wo  doubt  if  the  man  has  yet  been, 
born  who  *c^  venturato^use  aTi  f 
hypocrisy.  rUUU.V^V-^   Hl-MI.^ 


The  Religious  Views  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

BY   L.    .1.    CHITTENDEN 
(ItvgiMer  Of  Treasury.) 
Iron,  "ftecollf ctious  of  Pres.  Lincoln."  N 

The  emphatic-  statement  niade  by  the  President  to 
Mr.  Fessenden,  that  he  was  called  to  the  Treasury  by 
a  Power  higher  thau  human  authority,  I  have  already 
mentioned.  His  calm  serenity  at  times  when  others 
were  so  auxious,  his  confidence  that  bin  own  judgment 
was  directed  by  the  Almighty,  eo  impressed  me  that, 
when  I  next  had  the  opportunity,  at  some  risk  of  giv- 
ing offence,  J  ventured  to  ask  him  directly  how  far  he 
believed  the  Almighty  directed  our  national  affairs. 
There  was  a  considerable  pause  before  he  spuke,  and 
when     he    did  speak,    what   he  fluid     was    mnr«    in     the 

nature  of  a  monologue  than  an  answer  to  my  inquiry. 
"That  the  Almighty  does  make  us.-  of  human    agen- 
cies, and  directly  intervenes  in  human  affairs,   is,"  he 
said,    4oue  of  the  plainest  statements  of  the    bible.      I 
have  had  so  many  evidences  of  bis  direction,  so  many 
instances  when  I  have  been  coutrolied  by   some    other 
jKjwer    than    my  own   will,   that  I    cannot   doubt    that 
this    power  comes  from  above.      J     Frequently    see    my 
way    clear    to  a  decision  when  1  am  conscious    that    1 
have  do  sufficient  facta  upon  which  to  found    it.      But 
I  cannot  recall  one  instance  in  which  I  have    followed 
my    own    judgment,    founded    upon    such    a   decision, 
where  the  results  were  unsatisfactory.  ;  whereas,    in  al- 
most every  instance  where  1  have  yielded  to  the  views 
of  others,    I  have  had  occasion  to  regret  it.      1  am  sat 
istieil   that   when  the  Almighty  want.-,  to  do    or    DOl     to 
da    a    particular  thin;.',   he  find*  a  wa>     of    letting    me 
know  it.     I  am  confident  that  it  is  hi*  design    to    re 

Store  the   Union.       He  will  do  it  in   his  OWD  good  time. 
We  should  obey  .ind  not  oppose  his  will. 

"\ou  speak  with  such  confidence,"  I  said,  "that  1 
would  like  to  know  how  your  knowledge  that  God  acts 
directly  upon  human  affairs  compares  in  certainty 
with  your  knowledge  of  a  fact  apparent  t..  the  - 
—  for  example,  the  fact  that  wears  .it  this  moment 
here  in  this  room.  " 

"Une  is  as  certain  a*  the  other,"  he  answered,  "al- 
though the  conclusion*  are  reached  by  different  pro 
ligaooo  I  know  by  inv  Benses  that  the  movements  "f 
the  world  are  those  of  an  infinitely  powerful  machine, 
which  runs  for  ages  without  a  single  variation.  A 
man  who  can  put  two  ideas  together  knows  that  such 
a  machine  require*  .in  infinitely  powerful  Maker  and 
Governor;  man's  Datura  is  such  that  he  cannot  take 
in  the  machine  and  keep  out  the  maker.  This  maker 
is  God,  infinite  in  wisdom  as  well  a.-  in  power.  Would 
we  be  any  more  certain  if  we  saw  him1" 

"I  am  not  controverting  \our  position,"  I  said. 
"Vour  confidence  interests  me  beyond  expression.  I 
wish  I  knew  how  to  acquire  it.  Even  now,  must  it 
not  all  depend  on  your  faith  in  the  Bible?" 

"No.  There  is  the  element  of  personal  experience," 
he  said.  "If  it  did,  the  character  of  the  Bible  is 
easily  established,  at  least  to  my  satisfaction.  We 
have  to  believe  many  things  which  we  do  not  compre- 
hend. The  Bible  is  the  only  one  that  claims  to  be 
God's  Book  ;  to  comprise  his  law ;  his  history.  It  con 
tains  an  immense  amount  of  evidence  of  its  own 
authenticity.  It  describes  a  governor  omnipotent 
enough  to  operate  this  great  machine,  and  declares 
that  he  made  it.  It  Btatcs  other  facts  which  we  do 
not  comprehend,  for  which  we  cannot  account.  What 
shall  we  tlo  with  them?" 


"Now  let  us  treat  the  Bible  fairly.  If  we  hail  a 
witness  on  trie  stand  whose  general  story  we  knew 
was  true,  we  would  believe  him  when  he  asserted  facts 
of  which  we  have  no  other  evidence.  We  ought  to 
treat  the  Bible  with  equal  fairness.  I  decided  a  long 
time  ago  that  it  was  less  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
Bible  was  what  it  claimed  to  be  than  to  disbelieve  it. 
It  is  a  good  book  for  us  to  obey;  it  contains  the  Ten 
Commandments,  the  Golden  Rule,  and  many  other 
rules  which  ought  to  be  followed.  No  man  was  ever 
worse  for  living  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Bible."  .    L 

"If  your  views  are  correct,  the  Almighty   is   on    our 

Bide,  and  we  ought  to  win    without  so  many    losses—" 
He  promptly  interrupted  mo  and  said,   "We  have    no 
riybt  to  criticise  or  complain.      Ho  is  on  our  side  aDd 
so    is  the  Bible,  and  En   are   churches    and    Christian 
societies  and  organizations  ;  all  of   them,  so   far    as    I 
know,  almost  without   an    exception.        It    makes    me 
Btronger    and    more    confident    to    know    that    all    the 
Christians  in  the  loyal  states  are  praying  for  our   sue 
cess,   that  all  their  influences  are  working  to  the  same 
end.      Thousands  of  them  arc  fighting  for  us,  and  none 
will    say  that  an  officer  or  B  private    is   less    brave    lie 
cause  he  is  n  praying  soldier.      At  first,   where  wo  had 
such  long  spells  of  bad  luck,  1  used  to  lose  heart  some 
ticiee       Y       I  seem  to  kuou   that  Providence  has  pro 
tected  .md   will  protect  us  against    an)    fatal    defeat. 
All  we  have  to  do  is  to  trust  the    Almighty    and   keep 
right  on  obeying  his  orJers   and  executing    his    will." 
I  could  not  press  inquiry  further.      I  knew  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  WUS  no  hypocrite-.        There  was  an  air  of  such 
Biuuerit)  in  his  manner  of  speaking,  and  especially  in 

his  reference  to  the  Almighty,  that  no  one  could  have 
doubted  hie  fa:tb  unless  thi  doubter  believed  him 
dishonest.  It  scarcely  ueeded  his  repeated  statements 
that  "whatever  shall  appear  to  be  God'Bwill,  thai  will 
[  do, "  his  special  gratitude  to  God  tor  victories,  or 
his  numerous  expressions  of  his  Arm  faith  that  God 
w  died  our  final  triumph,  to  convince  the  American 
people  that  he  was  Dot  and  could  -v»t  be  an  atheist  or 
L  infidel.1;  n^w^^..W^^'V«^ C 


Lincoln's  Positive  Faith. 
•  Jh  ...      a 

When  the  immortal  Lincoln  was  leaving 
bis  home  to  be  inaugurated  President  at 
Washington,  a  great  multitude  of  his  towns- 
people gathered  to  bid  him  good-by.  Stand- 
ing on  the  platform  of  the  ear  he  sp,ik>-  a> 
follow  a 

uMj  friends,  no  one.  not  in  my  situation, 
cau  appreciate  ni.\  feelings  of  sadness  at 
parting.  Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  have  passed  from  a  young  t"  nn 
old  man.  Here  my  children  have  been  born, 
and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  know- 
ing when  or  whether  ever  I  may  return,  with 
a   task    liefore   nie   greater   than   thai    which 

res     I    1. 1 Washington.      Without    the  a-- 

■islin    ■    i»f   iliat    Divine   Itcin;;  wl wr  sit- 

tended  I  m.  I  •  annul  siiceed.  Willi  that 
assistance,  I  i-annol  fail.  Trusting  in  iliui 
who  aii  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you, 
and  he  everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confident- 
ly hope  that  all  w  ill  yet  h<  well.  'I  II 
can  .-  I    bo|ie    ii 

prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I   hid   ■ 
affectionate  farewell." 

Tli.  deeply    moved    Mr.    Lincoln' 

old  neighbors  and  friends,  manj  of  whom 
wep'  II  -  faith  in  God  ia  the  most  beauti- 
ful  tiling  in  the  address,  and  it  is  to  the  posi- 
tive feature  of  Ids  faith  that  attention  is 
called. 

"Without  the  assistance   of  the  Divini    B 

.    I  .annul  succeed,"  was  bis  belief.     Man 

people  -•'  that   far  in   their  faith;   thej    are 

to   admit    that    without    (iod    they    will 

fail.       Km     ilia!     is    a    negative    faith,    and 

of  little  practical   value   unless   ii    carries  a 

..  the  posit h  e  side,   n  here  I 
saj    with   Lincoln,  "With  that   assistao        I 
cannot    fail."      It    is   the   |aisitivc    feature   of 
faith    I liul    makes    a    iiiuu    tlnre    to    do 

and    inii    mih     dure    lu    do    ih.in.    l.ul 
jucceed  in  the  effort. 

We  all  know  how  (iod  was  with  Lincoln  in 
he  trying  years  of  the  Rebellion,  and  how  he 
auaed  Inm  to  su<  •eed 


LINCOLN'S  ORDER. 

It  was  a.  the  •  ifionof  this  eomm 

that  President  Lincoln  isMud  his  famous 
army  order,  lu  favor  of  "Sabbath  Observ- 
ance." during  the  civil  war.  It  was  a  the 
,t  of  this  committee  that  n  I  re  »er< 
itutned  by  the  Pepartmeut  »1  State  direct. 
ink-    the   Aniei  '  ' ."'  ,tn> 

Expositions     ol     1881  I    L8«>,   in  their 

otficial  capacity,  to  reorganize  the  Su 
observance    in    accordance    with    American 

laws   anil    customs.       Tl mmittce   has 

successfully  opposed  the  Legjslntnre  from 
enacting  unfavorable  laws.  1  be  committee, 
by  the  legislation  of  the  Stat,.,  has  also 
printed  and  distributed  numerous  able  docu- 
ments on  the  civil  features  of  tbe  Bunqaj 
observance,  pertinent  to  .>ur  times.-  »ouie 
,,i  these  have  been  translated  Into  toreign 
luneuaires.  and  have  been  widely  circulate. 1. 


LINCOLN  AND  PRAYER.        (208) 

"One  day  in  the  darkest  time  of  the  war." 
said  Bishop  Simpson  to  Chaplain  (now 
Bishop)  C.  C  McCabe,  "I  called  to  see  Mr. 
Line. .In.  We  talked  long  and  earnestly  about 
the  situation.  When  1  rose  to  go,  Mr.  I  in 
coin  stepped  to  the  door,  and  turned  the  key, 
and  said:  'Bishop,  I  feel  the  need  of  prayer 
as  never  before.  Please  pray  for  me.'  And  so 
we  knelt  down  in  that  room  together,  and  all 
tlir..iiL'li  the  prayer  the  President  responded 
most  fen  ently 


Those  persons  who  are  giving  themselves 
I  great  uneasiness  lest  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
no  religion  oueht  to  And  some  comfort  In 
this  cni.il  laid  tlown  by  him  In  hUi  eeeoud 
inaugural  a.Mroe,;..  whl'jb.  they  paraUHiuJy 
overlook:  "With  malice  towards  none,  wlta 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  In  the  rtglil, 
..  -  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right."  Thus.) 
l  happy  persons  coking  a  rellg  on  h 
which  to  find  a  ..  i>o  for  the  reposo  if 
Honest  Old  Abe  need  not  look  much  be- 
yond this.  ,  J 


TO  USE  LINCOLN'S  BIBLE. 

Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  Will  Preach  at 
N.  Y.  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church. 
^The  Bible  which  Lincoln's  mother 
taupht  hiin  to  read,  aiul  which  was 
S«s<  d  by  Lincoln  throughout  his  life, 
will  be  used  by  Rev:,  Dr.1  William  J. 
Johnson  at  the  New  York  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  tomorrow  at  the 
11  o'clock  service,  when  Dr.  Johnson 
will  prea.  u  on  "Abraham  Lincoln  the 
Christian."  This  Hible  Is  126  years 
old.  His  subject  In  the  evening  is 
"The  Memorial  of  Loye.'.' 
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Abraham  Lincoln's  religious  belief  is 
Still  the  subject  of  animated  controversy. 
What  boots  it  so  long  as  we  nil  know  that 
his  life  was  noble,  grand  and  true?  it  is 

ihc   lives  of  men  with   which  this   World   is 
vitally    concerned. 
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\  l.r.,  li.t.i,     I. ill.   i.l, ,'•■     lt.-ll_|.  >l    . 

1...IU  !.in  run  or  The Sch    Sir:    Iiitnodls- 

eUSSlOO  in  regard  to  the  religion  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  m  mr..(  the  con  tnbu  tors  quote  f\lr.i.  if, 

from  his  writings  and  spe<    hes  In  proof  that  he 

was  a  Christum,  but  all  from  to  overlook  the 
fait  lh.it  a  man  m.iv  U-ln-ve  in  a  prrsuna'.  God 
and  yet  not  I*  ft  CI  il  a.  Thomas  Pains  is 
most  nasu  ■  II]  regarded  an   Infidel,  and   yet    be 

\  g>-    of    K<  ,i-..ii."   "  1    br- 

If    aiiyw  here    Mr.    I. 
ever  wrote  a  line  which  nrovas  thai    he  belli  ^  i  1 
ii.  the  full  of  man.  the  divinity  ol    Christ,  i.r  the 
scheme  ol  redemption  iwhlch  belief  constitutes 
the  Chrlal  -    m).  will  »oino  of  your  read- 

ers kiu.il>  toll  nil  where  it  may  be  round  V 
Ktb.  -".  I     I     Wentwoe  .  ii 


I   do   not   pretend   to   be  a  proph.t,   hut, 

though  not  a  prophet,   I  .   very  .lark 

clou.l  on  our  horizon,  and  that  dark  cloud 

mlng    from     I.  It    Is    filled    with 

:-ir.i   of  blood.— Abraham    Lincoln. 

• 
•       • 

The  crucial  test  f  >r  the  American  re- 
public will  come  In  the  early  part  of  the 
20th  century;  ai  I  Huns  swept  down 

10  will  a  vast  horde  sweep  down 
on  America. — Macaulay. 


/ 


It  would  he  useless  for  us  to  hold  contro- 
vert-) v.  1th  any  0UC  about  AlillAllAM  LlXCOLN'8 
religion.  Wo  huve  already  printed  a  letter  on 
tho  subject  from  Mr.  E,  A.  Mai  iminai.ii,  who 
gai  e  no  pr....t  of  Ula  assertion  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
WOS  a  disbeliever  In  '  h rist  utility.  Ho  has  sent 
us  another  letter  in  which  ho  roiterates  In*  as- 
sertion, bat  fails  to  suui'ort  It  with  any  evidence 
worth  a  straw.  We  are  also  favored  with  a 
b. lok  upon  the  subject,  which  is  not  In  any  way 
instructive. 

We  prefer  Mr.  LINCOLN'S  own  words  to  a", 
the  assertions  Ol  people  who  speak  without 
knowledge.  Many  a  time  during  his  l'lcni- 
d<  ia  >.  in  public  speeches  and  otherwise,  be  nt- 
tered  language  szpressTvo  of  bis  faith  in  the 
Bible  and  In  the  fundamental  doctrlr.es  of  ihe 
Christian  religion.  There  cannot  be  any  cou- 
tenlloii  as  to  the  authenticity  or  the  sincerity  of 
these  many  expressions,  And  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
not  a  dissembler,  a  hypocrite,  a  lalsifiur.  or  a 
time-server.  Hy  his  own  words  and  works  he 
shall  be  judged. 
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LliiCOLil'HELlOit 

Repeatedly  lExpressed  His  Faith 
in  a  Supreme  Power. 


I  udoubtcdly  tit  llcnrl  a  Christian— Hi* 
r.i.iii  iiu.i  Rare  Expressions 

ol   Delict. 


Abrahuui  Lincoln's  religious  views  con- 
Unueto  form  tbe  topic  of  discussion  A 
t;ood  deal  of  nonsense  and  uotafew  un- 
substantiated tacts  constitute  the  bilk  of 
these  disputations.  Moat  writers  appear 
to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  Lin- 
coln of  »«»  and tbe  Lincoln  of  18B5  were  I 
in  many  respects  two  different  persona 
\b  regards  Uia  religious  views  in  bis 
year  it  may  Ik-  said  will. out    contradiction 

that  he  entertained  strong  doubta  regard- 
ing the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures  and 
the  divinity  of  Christ,  so  much  so  tbai  be 
was    charged    with    atheism.       His    Bra! 

partner,  John  T.  Stuart,  said  that  be  was 
an  uvuw.d  and  open  inlidel,  but  David 
Davis,    tbe.    late    Aa  «th*   of   t  be 

United  states  Supreme  Court  regarded 
,  barge  an  absurdity.  According  to 
Jesse  W.  Fell,  Lincoln's  religious  views 
cloeelj  resembled  those  of  Theodore  Par- 
ker. Probably  the  most  interesting  testi 
many  on  the  subject  was  ibat  of  Mra  Lin- 
oclu,  who  said  tbat  her  husband  bad  uo 
faitb  and  no  hope,  iu  the  usual  acceptation 
ol  those  words;  tbat  be  never  Joined  ■ 
church;  but  still  be  w.is  a  religious  man 
by  nature;  but  Itwasakindof  poetrj  In 
ure.  and  -  be  was  never  a  technical 
Christian."  William  H.  Herndon,  Lin- 
coln's  partner  and  companion  for  many 
v<  irs  tells  us  thai  i  b  accepted  the  practl 
cu.1  precepts  of  the  Bible  as  binding  alike 
upon  his  head  and  conscience.  Tbe  Lin- 
coln of  mature  manhood  undoubtedly  pos- 
ed all  tbe  attributes  of  tbe  best  Chris 
no   matter  what  may  have  been  bis 

earlier  vleWS  and  i in i  r.  - 

Let  as  recall  for  a  moment  howhisre 
ligious  principles  were  r  garded  by  many 
ol  the  leading  minds  of  tbe  day. 

Wendell  Phillips  believed  that   Mr  Lin- 
coln was  "God  given  and  bod-led  andsus- 
i  dned."    N>  wton    Bateraan  laid  :     il 
above  bit  obelisk   is  a  new  startowbicb 
history  will  polnl   as  the  symbol  ol 
alty  to  God,  to  moral  ideas  and  to  human 
lt\  "    J.   T    Trowbridge   calls  lAncoln  a 
"Heroic  soul,  a  saint."    Erakine  N.  w  bite 
i .  thai  bod  ord  uueu 
thai  by  Lincoln's  di  atb  Bvery  doubi   In  re 
- 1  to  the  future  ol  this  naUon  i  bouw  pe 
swept  away.     Phillips  Brool 

d  who  had  sent  him  called   bun  when 
bis  work  was  dona     Kay    Palmer,  one  ol 

Newark's  distinguished  as,  dec!  iml 

that  his  incorruptible  uitegnty  and  si 
last  faith  in  bod  made  him    a  noble    man. 
i'i  ,i   Noah  Porter  was  firm    Inthecpuvic 
Hon  tbut  Lincoln  was  ai  bean  a  Chi 
Bishop  A.  Cleveland  I     te  uiya  that  all  his 
acta    wire    regulated    by  a  tobcr  faitb  iu 
Li.  iue  Provident  a  . 

All  through  Lincoln's  later  life  we  lm.l 
repeated  reference  in  all  in*  utterances 
and  writings  to  his  dependent  mpou  Di- 
vine lavor.  a  spec...  or  letter 
come  to  light  which  fails  to 
breathe  the   deepest  religious  frurvor,  and 

must  be  accepted  us   undeuiabl 
dence  of  hut  recognition  of  an  <Uinigbtj 
Power,  notwithstanding  bus  "  :"     uc"  ,t0 
affiliate  with  church  organizuti  ins.     1 be 
are  found  in  the  foil 
ats  at  various  epochs  In  bis  career: 
When  Informed    In    US1  of  the  critical 
illness  of  his  father  and    bis  approaching 
death,  he  Bent  bun  a  mesa  tge  to  call  upon 
and  "confide in  our  great   and   good   and 
merciful  Maker,  who  notes  the  fall  of  a 
sparrow   and    numben   the   hair   o 
beads.  '    "Say  to  him,"  be  added,    he  will 
toon  have   a   jo>ous  meeting  with  loved 


ones  gone  before,  and  «  here  tbu  rest  of  us, 
through  tho  help  of  God,  hone  era  long  to 
join  them."  In  a  letter  to  beorge  ltobort- 
sou  in  1NV.,  discussing  tbo  possibility  01 
tbe  survival  of  tho  nation  half  slave  and 
halt  tree,  be  says  tbe  problem  is  too 
mighty  tor  bim,  and  hopes  that  God  in  bis 
mercy  may  superintend  the  solution. 

Shortly  after   his  election  he   declared 
that  heknow  there  is  a  God  and  that  lie 
bates  injustice  and   slavery,     lie  said   be 
knew  that  be  was  right,  because  be  knew 
u...;  liberty  is  right,  for  Christ   teaches  it, 
and  Christ  is  tiod.    With  God's  help  he 
would   not   fail,     tm   his   departure   for 
Washington  to  assume  the  Presidency  be 
told    bis   Springfield    townsmen    tbat    be 
could  not  succeed  without  the  same  divine 
aid  which  sustained  Washington,  and  that 
on  the  s.nne  Almighty  Beiug  bo  placed  his 
reliance    lor     support,    colling     upon     bis 
friends   that  they   sbould    pray    that   be 
receive  divine  assistance,  without 
whicb  he  could   not  succeed.     In  equally 
emphatic  language  we  find  him  addressing 
the  Ohio  Legislature  a  few  days  later,  in 
irseol  which  ho  said  he  would  turn 
and  look  to  tbe  American  people  and  to 
tbut  God  who  has  never  torsnkeu  them. 
All  along  the  route  to  thot  tipital  be  spoke 
ill   n   similar   strain,    notably    at     Hull. do. 
There  he  said:    "I  trustiuthat  Supreme 
Being  who  has  never  forsaken  this  1     ■>  d 
laud,     \>  i""  nt  that  assist  .-    •     t    sLo"ia 
Burelyfail;  with  it  I  cannot  tail.      Arriv- 
ing  in   Albany,   bo  addressed    the    Legis- 
lature    expressing    coniidei.ee    that    tne 
Almighty    Ruler  of  the    I  inverse  would 
bring  us  through  tbo  difficulty  as  He  bad 
brought  us  tbrotmb  all  pre<  ed 
inir  difficulties  of  tbu    country.       Here   tn 
New  Jersoj  i  ■  sj  oki  in  the   »  nate  I  bam 
i.  i    saying  he  would  be   most   huppy    in- 
oi   humble    iustru- 
menl  in  the  bands  ol   the  Umighty  and  i  I 
H.,  ,,.    ..  ,  b(    en   people,  for   perpetuating 
tli,.  .a,  ectot  tin    great   Btruggle   for   tbo 
my  of  tbe  Union 

first  inaugural  addn  sa  la 
punctuated  with  referen  e  to  the  Supren  -• 
being  and  his  remark  that   "intelligence, 

.  tiauity  andallrni  n  liatice 

on    In  n    v.  no    bus    never     forsaken 

i  d  land.  ar.  -  ill  •     upetenl  to  adjust 
n    in  the  best   way,  all  our  present    diffi- 
culties "  further  emphasize  bis  religious 
i  i   the  following  W  . 
message    to    •  ougn  «s    be    dei    ired, 
•■  \,  Ltb  h  firm  relianceon  I'  •  let  us 

u       .       lask     Which     events 

bavi  devi  Ived  upon  us." 

m  st  indisputable  evidence 

of  Lincoln's  religious  sentiments  are  to  be 

found  m  his  t.lk  to  tne  Lutheran  b<  m  ral 

.  .n  tbe  Spring  of    is-. J  when  be  said  . 

•■  i  dow    humblj    and    reverently,  ii 

ace  upon  the  favor  of  bod;   not 
ting  thai  n  ii  shall  phase  the   Divine 
w  bo   dctermini  a    the    destinies  ol 
nations,  that  this  Bhall  remain  a    united 
they    will    humbly,    seeking     tue 
aivi  ince.  make  their  prolonged  i  x 

Istence  a  source  ol   new    benefits  to  them- 
selves   and     their     I  and ^ to    all 

,  and  conditions  ol  mankind. 
I,,  theKast    n  dtlmore  Methodisl    con- 
i.  reuc<   in  IS  I   be     lid   thai  by  the  I 
an  all-wise  1'rovidence  b    should  i  odeavoi 
to  do    his  duty  and    should  expect  i 

tinuoni  e  ..t  their  prayers.    W  ben - 

,t   deputation    from    various  reh^: 

tioua  Ii  .in  Chicago,  in  ;>epteuibcr, 
.  made  thisi  barnctt  nsticstati  i 

ill  not  be   irreverent  for  me  to 
►  U  thai  it   ii  is  probable   that  bod    would 
reveal  His  will  to  others  on  a  poinl 
,  ected  with  my  dutv,  it  might  be  BU|  ,    • 
He  would  rev.al  ii  directly  to  me;  for,  tin-  , 
,       |  ....  i  ived  in  inyscll    than  i 

oftenani.il  ismy  earnestdi  ire  to  know 
tbe  will  of  Providence  in  this  matter. 
Whatevi  r  appears  to  be  God  a  will  l  will 
do  it  '  One  -.1  the  m  at  Btrikiug  orders 
i  bv  President  Uncoln  was 
that  promulgated  in  the  Winter 
o|  l-  .  ■  reu  trding  the  obsi  rvance  ol 
the  Sabbath  day  intheArmy  and  Navy. 
1„  this  memorable  document  be 
bat  the  importance  formanantl  b     il 

.  f.   the    prescribed    weekly  rest,  I  tie  sacred 

.  ol   <  hristian  BOldiers  and  sailors,  a 
becoming  deference  to  the  best  senti 
of  a  Christian  people  and  a  due  regard  for 

the     divine     will,     demand     that     Sunday 

labor  in  the  army  and  navy  be  reduced  to 
tbe  measure  of  strict  necessity.  He  de- 
clared  that  the  discipline  and  character  ot 
the  national  tones  should  not  lufter,  nor 
the  cause  they  defend  bo  imperiled  by  the 
,  ofauution  of  tbe  day  or  name  of  tbo 
lost    Hitrb.     He   tuen    proceeds    to  pUOte 


Use         U10 
any     tune. 
Ill  i  ulit 

i'ii.  -  ■  •  an 


£ 


WiiHbiiiKlou'M  first  general  order  *|Ufi  iu. 
Declaration  <>f  Independence  wnVna  no 
exhorts  all  officers  and  nion  to  live  and  not 
us  becomes  Christian  soldiers. 

During  the  dark  days  of  1862,  wheu  our 
armies  met  wub  repeated  reverses,  Presi- 
dent   Lincoln    was    visited    by    tbe    Kev. 

I  Byron   Sutherland,  to  whom    he  thus  uu- 
bosoinod  himself : 

■i  hold  myself  in  my  present  position, 
and  with  the  authority  vested  in  me,  as  an 
instrument    of    Providence.      1  have  my 

I  own  views    and    purposes.      1  have  my  con- 

v  ction  of  duty,  and  my  notions  of  what  is 

,,..,!     to     be    done.      But     1    am    conscious 

every  moment  that  all  l  am  and  all  1  have 

is  suLvj.-el  to  tbe  control  of  a  biyber  power; 
and  that  power  cau  use  me  or  uot 
in  any  muuuer,  ana  at 
as  in  His  wisdom  and 
maj  be  pleasing  to  Him. 
e  simply  with  me  the  convictions 
and  realities  ol  great  and  vital  truths  the 
powers  aud  demonstrations  of  wbicb  1  see, 
uow  in  tho  light  of  this  our  national 
leas  1  liavo uever seen  before.  God 
only  knows  tho  issue  of  this  business,    lie 

has    destroyed    nations    from    the    maps  ot 

history  for  their  sins.  Nevertheless  my 
hopes  prevail  geuurally  above  my  bars  lor 
our  republic.  The  times  are  dark,  the 
Spirits  ol  I'llin  are  abroad  ill  all  their 
power  and  the  mercy  of  bod  alone  can 
BIIVI    Us.'' 

Additional  evidence  of  bis  luith  in  liml 
is  shown  in  the  closing  words  of  bis 
emancipation  proclamation,  where  bo  in- 
vokes •■the  consul,  rat.)  judgment  ot  man- 
kind and  the  gtacious  favor  of  Almighty 
tJod."  And  in  explanation  of  this  bis- 
toricact    betold  Secretary    Chose -that  he 

had  made  a  solemn  vow  before  God  thai   if 

General  Lee  was  driven  back  from  Penn- 
sylvania he  would  crown  the  result  by  tbe 
declaration  ot  freedom  to  the  slaves. 

When  asked  i>>  preside  over  a  meeting  of 
the  Chrlstiuu  Commission  held  in  Wasn- 
i   |    on    in    February,  1808,  be   replied   de- 
clining the  invitation,  but  declared  that 
whatever  shall  be  sincerely  and  in  God's 
uann  rleN  ised  for  tbe  good  of  the  soldiers 
and  seamen  in   their  bard  spheres  ot  duty 
j  could  scurcely  rail   to  be  blessed.    When 
I  the  General  Assembly    of    Presbyterians 
ated  linn  with  resolutions  oi  tndorse- 
I  men!    and  encouragement   in   May,    1863, 
Lincoln    gave   assurance   of    his   reliance 
upon  the  Almighty  Tower  and  tbe  support 
whi.  h  be  reci  ived  from  Christian  nun.    hi 
response  to  a  si  renade  in   honor  of  i  lie  suc- 
cess at  Get  I  ysblirg,  he  told  the  people  I  hat 
b<  most  sincerely   thanked  Almighty  God 
for  i  be  oci  i  don  on  w  huh  i  hey  called. 

In  September,  is...;,  replying  to  an  invi- 
tation to  attend  the  Illinois  Republican 
State  couveution,  be  expressed  the  hope 
that  a  just  Cod,  in  His  own  pood  time, 
would  give  us  the  i  igbl  tul  result.  Evi- 
deuce  ot  Ins  religious  fervor  was  shown 
on  vi  >iis  to  i he  baiile  of  Gettysburg.  '"In 
tbo  stress  and  pinch  of  the  campaign 
there,"  he  said  to •  ieneral  Sickles,  "  1  went 
to  my  room  and  l-oL  down  on  m\- 
knees  and  prayed  Almighty  God 
for  victorv  at  Gettysburg.  I  told 
lion  that  ibis  was  His  country,  and  the 
war  was  His  war.  but  really,  we  couldn't 
staud  unother  Fredericksburg  or  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  then  aud  there  I  made  a 
lolemn  vow  unh  my  Maker  thai  if  He 
would  stand  l>\  ib.  boys  at  Gettysburg,  I 
Id  stand  by  Him,  and  Ho  did  and  1 
will    ' 

"bod  bless  the  Methodist  Church,  blesa 
all  the  churches  and  blensed  be  God,"   be 

said  to  a  coin  mill  ee  of  the   .Methodist  C'011- 

fen  uco  held  in  Philadi  Iphia,  in  May,  1864. 
"Blessed  be  tiod!  who  in  this  our  great 
trial,  giveth  us  the  churches." 

Wbul  better  evidence  of  Lincoln's  re- 
ligious convictions  than  these  remarks  to 
a  committee  of  loyal  colored  jieople  of  Bal- 
timore, who  presented  bim  with  a  Bible 
-,  .  mouths  previous  to  the  assassination? 
"In  regard  to  the  t;reat.  book,  I  have  only 
to  say  It  is  the  best  «ift  which  God  bos 
given  man  Mil  In  good  from  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  is  communicated  to  us  through 
i  ins  book,  Hut  for  this  book  we  could  not 
know  right  from  wruiur.  All  these  things 
desirable  to  man  are  contained  in  it." 

.\s  final  testimony  on  tbe  subject,  we 
wi  quote  Lincoln's  words,  addressed  to  an 
Illinois  clergyman  in  reply  to  the  inquiry 
whether  he  was  a  Christian:  "When  1 
Ii  fi  Springfield  I  asked  the  people  to  pray 
forme:  1  was  not  a  Christian.  When  I 
buried  my  son,  the  severest  trial  of  uiy 
life,  I  was  nol  a  Christian.  But  when  I 
went  to  Gettysburg  and  saw  the  graves  ol 
thousands  of  our  soldiers,  1  then  and  thoiy 
consecrated  uiyself  to  Christ."  \<y-\[l        i 


LINCOLN'S  FAITH  IN  PROVIDENCE 
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Tae  raid  made  by  the  Confederate  ge 
ers.1  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  In  June,  1861',  around 
the  Union  army  commanded  by  G*?n. 
MeOleilan,  caused  gTeat  anxiety  in 
Washington.  One  of  its  results  was  the 
interruption  of  communleat.on  between 
the  capital  and  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. What  this  portended  no  one 
could  affirm.  That  it  suggested  the 
gravest  possibilities1  was  felt  by  all. 

While  this  feeling  was  dominating  all 
circles  several  gentlemen,  myself  among; 
them,  called  on  President  Lincoln  In  or- 
der to  be  deflnitely  advised  about  the 
condition  of  affairs  as  understood  by 
him. 

To  out  question:  "Mr.  President,  have 
you  any  newe  from  the-  army?"  he  sadly 
replied:  "Not  one  word;  we  can  get  no 
communication  with  it.  I  do  not  know** 
that  we  have  an  army;  it  may  have 
bean  destroyed  or  captured,  though  I 
can  not  so  believe,  for  it  was  a  splendid 
army.  But  the  mo*>:  I  can  do  now  is  to 
hope  that  serious  disaster  has  cot  be- 
fallen It." 

This  led  to  a  somewhat  protracted 
conversation  relative  to  the  general  con- 
dition of  our  affairs.  It  was  unless  to 
talk  about  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  for 
we  knew  nothing  concerning  its  condi- 
tion or  posnlon  at  that  moment.  The 
conversation  therefore  took  a  wide  range 
and  touched  upon  the  eubjei  t  of  slavery, 
about    which   much   was  said. 

The  president  did  not  participate  In 
this  conversation.  He  was  an  attentive 
listener,  but  gave  no  eign  of  approval  or 
disapproval  of  thj  views  which  were  ex- 
prtsssed.  At  length  one  of  the  active  par- 
ticipants remarkt.l: 

"Slavery  must  be  s-trleken  down  \\  I  -- 
ever  it  exists  In  tni^  country.  It  if  right 
that  It  should  be.  It  la  ■  "rime  agair.st 
Justice  and  human. t>  We  j.u\.-  toler- 
ated It  too  long.  It  brought  this  wur 
upon  us.  I  believe  that  Providence  1* 
not  unmindful  of  tl»  struggle  In  which 
the  nation  Ls  engaged.  Hut.  If  ere  do. 
right,  I  believe  he  WlU  lead  us  stiffly  <jUC 
of  the  wilderness,  crown  "iir  arms  with, 
victory  and  restore  our  now  dissevered 
.  Union." 

I  observed  President  Lincoln  ctaR  iy 
while  this  earnest  opinion  und  rxji.-.  —  .  -n 
of  religious  f«tlt.h  was  being  uttered.  I 
saw  that  It  affected  him  d>  eply,  and  an- 
ticipated, from  the  play  of  his  features 
and  the  sparkle  of  his  eyes,  that  he 
would  not  let  the  occasion  pans  without 
making  some  definite,  response  t.»  It,  I 
was  not  mistaken.  Mr.  Lincoln  I  i 
been  stotlog  in  his  chair.  In  a  kind  of 
weary  aiid  <ie.-~rMii.Unt  attitude,  while 
the  conversation  progreesed.  At  the  cvin- 
clusion  of  the  remarks  1  nave  quoted  he 
at  once  arose  and  stood  as  Oil  -xtr.  n^» 
height.  Pausing  a  moment,  his  r.^nt 
erm  outstretched  r  ward  the  grnt.en.uii 
who  had  Justv  ceased  speaking.  his 
aglow  like  the  face  of  a  prophet,  M  r. 
Lincoln  gave  deliberate  and  e-mphatio 
utterance  to  the  religious  fai-ch  which 
sustained  him  In  the  great  trial  to  which 
he  and  the  country  vera  subjected.  Ho 
•aid: 

"My  faith  Is  great-r  than  yours.  I  not 
only  believe  that  Providence  is  not  un- 
mindful of  the  struggle  In  which  this 
natlvn  ls  engaged;  that  If  we  do  not  do 
right  God  will  let  us  g>>  our  own  w.iy 
to  our  ruin;  and  that  if  we  do  r.ght  he 
will  lead  us  safely  out  of  this  wilder- 
ness, crown  our  arms  with  victory,  and 
restore  our  dissevered  Unl«jn,  as  you 
have  expressed  your  belief;  but  I  a :-•. 
believe  that  he  will  compel  di  t<>  do  right 
In  order  that  be  may  do  these  things, 
not  eo  much  because  we  detire  them  as 
that  uhey  accord  with  his  plans  of  deal- 
ing with  this  nation,  in  the  midst  of 
which  he  means  to  establish  Justice.  I 
think  he  means  that  we  shall  do  more 
than  we  have  yet  done  in  furtherance 
of  his  plans,  and  he  will  open  the  way 
for  our  doing  it-  I  have  felt  His  hand 
upon  me  In  great  Trials  and  submitted 
to  his  guidance,  and  I  trust  that  as  he 
shall  further  open  the  way  I  will  Nj 
ready  to  walk  therein,  relying  «  :i  h:/ 
help  and  trusting  In  his  goodness  anl 
I  wisdom." — "Some  Memories  of  Lincoln" 
by  ex-Senator  James  F.  Wilson,  in  Norths 
American  Keview. _- — -~^ 
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Lincoln's  Religion. 

How  any  man  who  has  read  the 
letters  and  speeches  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln can  argue  that  he  was  a  man 
without  religious  beliefs,  we  are  at 
loss  to  know.  On  every  page  which 
he  wrote  he  left  the  evidences  of  his 
deep  and  abiding  faith  in  God.  The 
bible  was  one  book  which  most  per- 
meated his  utterances.  Let  us  look 
at  a  few  of  these  passages.  As  early 
as  1832  when  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  Illionis  legislature,  he  urged  the 
necessity  oi  universal  education  and 
spoke  of  the  "advantages  and  satis- 
faction to  be  derived  from  all  be  able 
to  read  the  scriptures."  In  a  latter 
to  his  brother-in-law,  John  Johnson 
in  1852,  when  his  father  was  near 
death's  door,  he  asked  that  he,  the 
father,  "call  up  on  and  confide  in  our 
great  and  good  and  merciful  Mak- 
er." *  *  *  He  will  not  "forget  the  dy- 
ing man  who  puts  his  trust  in  Him." 
And  when  he  spoke  about  '•meeting 
loved  ones  gone  before,"  are  these 
the  words  01  an  unbeliever? 

When  the  hand  of  duty  was  laid 
upon  him  in  lKoO,  he  said  in  the  state 
house  at  Springfield,  Illinois:  i 
know  that  there  is  a  God  and  that  He 
hates  injustice  and  slavery'-  •  •  •  »  I 
am   nothing,  but  truth   is  everything. 

•  •  •  ♦  Christ  teaches  it.  and  Christ 
is  God.  •  •  *  •  "With  God's  help,  I 
shall  not  fail."  When  he  said  good- 
bve  to  his  friends  and  neighbors  to 
go  to  Washington  he  asked  them  to 
pray  fcr  him  because  he  felt  the  need 
of  divine  assistance.  In  the  midst  of 
the  v  ar  he  wrote  repeatedly  that  the 
government's  whole  dependance  was 
on  God.  On  the  13th  of  September, 
1862,  he  wrote:  "What  appears  to  be 
God's  will,  I  will  do  it."  During  the 
first  days  of  the  same  year,  1862,  he 
said:  "The  times  are  dark,  the  spirits 
of  lu.n  are  abroad  in  all  their  power, 
and  the  mercy  of  God  alone  can  save 
us."  When  the  famous  emancipation 
proclamation  came,  he  evoked  upon 
it  "the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty 
God.  And  to  Mr.  Chase  he  said:  "I 
made  a  solemn  vow  before  God  that 
if  General  Lee  was  driven  back  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  would  crewn  the  re- 
sult by  declaring  of  freedom  to  the 
slaves."  To  Gen.  Stickles,  he  told 
how  he  had  made  that  solemn  vow. 
"I  had  no  fears  at  Gettysburg,  •  •  • 
In  the  stress  and  the  pinch  of  the 
campaign  there,  I  went  to  my  room 
and  got  down  on  my  knees  and  pray- 
ed Aimighty  God  for  the  victory  at 
Gettysburg.  I  told  Him  that  this  was 
his  country  and  the  war  was  His  war. 

•  •  •  No,  Gen.  Stickles,  I  had  no 
fear  of  Gettysburg,  and  that  is  why." 

Lincoln  wrote  in  his  own  autobio- 
graphy a  brief  sketch  prepared  at 
the  request  of  a  newspaper  man:  "My 
parents  were  both  born  in  Virginia, 
of  undistinguished  families — second 
families,  perhaps  I  should  say."  His 
mother,  who  "was  of  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Hanks,"  died  when  he  was 
ten  years  old.  She  was  poor  and  un- 
lettered, but  in  spite  of  these  facts 
she  had  faith  in  God,  and  during  the 
war  her  great  son  was  able  to  say  of 
her,  to  a  friends:  "I  remember  her 
prayers  and  they  have  always  follow- 
ed me.  They  have  clung  to  me  all 
my  life."  How  much  of  his  strength 
was  in  that  consciousness.  The  mem- 
ory of  mother  and  mother's  pray- 
ers have  accomplished  more  in  this 
world  than  all  the  laws  enacted  by 
men. 

Of  the  Bible,  he  said  in  reply  to  a 
committee  of  colored  people  who  pre- 
sented him  with  a  copy  of  it:  "In  re- 
gard to  the  Great  Book,  I  have  only 


to  say  that  it  is  the  best  gift  which 
God  has  given  to  man."  But  it  is  an 
endless  story.  God  is  everywhere  in 
the  sayings  of  the  martyr  president 
during  the  years  when  the  great  yoke 
was  upon  him.  Every  speech,  every 
letter,  every  conversation  had  some- 
thing of  the  spirit  of  reliance  on  a 
Divine  Providence.  No.  man  could 
have  been  more  imbued  with  these 
convictions.  And  when  he  came  to 
deliver  that  great  inaugural  in  1865, 
how  like  a  chapter  of  Moses  it  seem- 
ed and  how  like  a  servant  predistined, 
of  God,   he  delivered  it: 

"Fondly  do  we  hope,  fervently  do 
we  pray  that  this  great  scourge  of 
war   may   soon   pass   away. 

"Vet,  if  God  wills  that  it  continue 
until  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bonds- 
man's two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  un- 
til every  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  the 
lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drawn 
by  the  sword,  as  was  asid  three  thou- 
sand years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be 
said.  'The  judgments  of  the  Lord 
are  true  and  righteous  altogether." — 
Editorial  from  the  Des  Moines  Regis- 
ter of  February   16,  1896. 
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Into  the  Heart  of  the 
Man.  i\^ 

W  i  .i.nn    ii.    llcrndon,    lils   old    law    part 
I  ner.    somewhere   declares    that    Mr.    Lincoln 
lend   less   ami   thought    more   tli.in   am    other 
mail    "I     liis    sphere,     in     Aim-lira.         A    lew  | 
hooks,    however,   he   read   ami    re-rend    with 
|  loving    care.     The    Bible   and    ShaUcspeiHe'a 
I  works   were  scarcely  ever  out  of  bis  mind:  j 
|  lie    »as   fond  of   the   poems  of   (turns   find 
Hood,  ami  lie  found  delight  in  ihe  verses  of  i 
[Bryant  ami  Whlttler.  anil  of  Holmes,  whose 
j  "The    Last    Leaf"    he    knew    by    heart,    ami 
used    often    i.i    repent    with    deep    feeling,  i 
Many   of   hi-    published    writings   bear   wit- 
ness t,.  Mr.  r.iiK'o'n's  close  and  reverent  nc-  | 
qnnliilnnce.   wlrh   Ihe   Bible,   ami    uothlng    Is 
more    .    •  lain    ;  lian    i  Inn    the    most    vital    In- 
fluence   h)    liis   ij/,.   and    conduct,    during    Ills 
Inst   rears,  was  Ills  belief  in  ami  dependence 
upon   a    personal   timl      ii    was  an   Influence 
xvIki'i-  ft  tree  v\as  r.  It   by  all   who  shared  or 
cnnit!    in    elose    loin  I)    with    his    daily    life. 
Joshua    I-'.   Speed     n    friend   of    Mr.    Lincoln's 

youth,  i v:  in   Washington  in  iln>  summer 

s'  i  was  Invited  out  to  the  Soldiers' 
home  lo  spend  iUb  night.  Entering  the 
president's  room  unanuounpcO,  be  found 
him  sitting  neat  a  window,  intently  read- 
In;.'  liN  Bible. 

"1   uin   glad   to  see   rou   so  profltab'y  en- 
gaged,"  said   Speed. 

"Vea,"    was   the   reply.    "1   am    prurUably 
engnged." 

'When  I  knew  you  in  early  life,"  eon 
l!nued  Speed,  •y.ui  were  u  skeptic  aud  so 
was  I.  it  you  have  recovered  from  your 
•  k.  pi  I.  i mii.  l  am  -.n  ry  to  suy  that  1  have 
uol  " 

"You  are   wrong,  Speed,"  said  the  presl-. 

placing    his   h.iml  on   his   frlcud'.s  bllOUl- 

und    giulng    earnestly     Intrf    tils    face. 

all     of     thl«     I". ok     upon     reason     r  till  C 

ii,  and  tin-  balance  on  fntih.  and  you 
w  IP   lit  ,■  and   die  Q   happier   man." 

s.ne  fur  nn  occasional  visit  to  (lie  tben- 
l.-i.  thi-n-  was  Itttio  ri-i-rr.itluii  in  Mr  I. ill 
coin's  life  m  the  white  house  lie  dined  at 
-i\  o'clock  and  spent  biosi  of  his  f^eiilngs 
in    nU    office,      "There."    John     Hay     writes, 

"In  vtus  nut  often  suffered  to  he  aione  lie 
frequently  passed  tbe  evening  there,  with 
n    I  •«    friends,   lu   frank   and  /lee   couwrsa- 

lion" 
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LINCOLN'SJELIGIOIJS  LIFf.      j 

DR.  LOCKE'S  EULOGY  OF  THE  !. 
EMANCIPATOR. 

DEFENDER'S  DAY  A  DRESS  TO  G.A.R. 
MEN  AND  SONS  OF  VETERANS— 
LINCOLN   AND  THE   BIBLE 

*  \r   >~^_ — 

An    Interesting     service  '  was    held    last 


evening  In  the  Delaware  Avenue  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  pastor,  Dr.  Charles 
.~*ar,':?  .Lock6  delivered  a  sermon  on 
The  Religious  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  " 
Seats  were  reserved  in  the  body  of  the 
cnurch  for  the  two  camps  of  the  Sons  ot 
\eterans  of  Buffalo,  and  for  members  of 
the  G.A.R.  from  the  various  posts  in  the 
city.  Lincoln's  Birthday  la  celebrated  by 
these  organizations  as  Union  Defender's 
Day. 

Dr.  Locke's  text  was.  "Arise.  Anoint 
Him.  for  This  Is  He;"  I.  Samuel  xvl:   12. 

Dr.  Locke  said  In  part. 

Forty  \.-a,s  .,.<,.  yesterday  waa  an  eventful  day 
In  the  hlatory  of  Buffalo.  An  expectant  u.uiuni.ui 

'Lail     galli.r»d    at     lh-     old     Exchangl      S:r,-«>t     rail- 

r    id  station.      There  ivaa  a  deputation  of  lead- 

-      •  bief    atuouR     the  m     I  •  u,.-     rot  HI  . 
President  billiard  miraore.      They  a-i   ,    there  to 
fire    royal    welcome    to    Abraham    Lu,  .In      I'reM- 
dent-elecl    of    Ibe    United    Stales,        The    honor-d 
I  ■  --   received   with   Ibuaderona   cheera     He 

wan   conduct..!.    1,11,1.:     ,i,     mdlng    •','.      .asm     io 
of  ihf  American  II  tel    irhera  formal 

■dd i   .  f    welcome    ».r.-   delivered.        \, 

tall,   serlntu   uian   arom    I,     r  rtlj    be   era 
win,  tremendous  aud  lone-coot louad  applauae,   .v.-. 
be  referred   t>.  it..    .  Ulrica  '■•    -  ■<- 

about  to  aaaarae,  men  shouted  and  »•  pm     Io  (be 

■t  hi<  short  addreaa  be  aald:      pel. 
I  brlug  ii  i,.  iri  tni-  !,•  the  v.,  -u,  ,bll- 

Itj   to  perform  it.   I  trnal  in  that  .^,    pc  ..„   Being 
baa    never    forsaken    n  :-      favored      land 
through    the    Instrumentality   .f    ibla    great    and 
InteUlg.ut    people         Without    n.at 
shall  luref)   fall;   Kith  it  l  cannot  fail  " 

'lli-  y.-ar  U         ,  .-,1  ,,,  n,,.  ,  ,i,  L,j   r 

of  ud  extraordinary  century.  it  la  remarkabli 
as  being  tti.-  birth  year  •■<  a  g,- .up  of  men  mosl 
loflueDtlal  in  the  greal   i  .  .  r  ;,,,.  |uM 

'I'    *Ca»o    to    poetry    lldgur    All 
IV<      Ivll     lloluea     and     Alfr    1      . 
'"       BUM  ■       ;  In       end       (en tie 

eobn;  •deuce,  .        D ..-■>  Id;       I  • 

Gnat       Britain       and       »:  v. 

1        t  Glhdati  i,..       it  (rat  in.   blrtb  fear  of  Sam- 

&Mnltb.    Ibe   airl-or      f       M>    ,     •.  | 

and  of  Bay  Palmer.  Mho  ia  Immortallaed 
'In    "My    r  ,lrh    Look*    1  ,.    |  ,    rhee."        Bui    |.s    ui 
the    year    (BOB,    the    twelfth    duj     of    tl,. 
month,  waa  moai  memorable,   beraui 

a   and   to   the  i    luperb  I     • 

patriot,    Abraham    l.n. 

i         I  ni,  to  yon  thla  ■  'haracter  ol 

• 
be  meoivrlalizi'il    In   granite    shaft,    but  I 
of  the  Mud)  and  Imitation  .f  '..•    n,  -■  .., 
s/-»kcr  aft.  r  ti...  I.  ftli  -t   I  rela  ■  f  I 
meat,      I  cannot  pre*,  at 
log  argument,    a    uior»    eotlclag    i 
glowing,     trusting,     auhlime    aud 
career    of    Abraham    Lincoln.       Hla      Ufa     and 
achievements   aud   character  an-   a  r.  rapt.  ■ 
rth-airo:i  of    1 1,  •    teachings   and   promises   of   J.sus 
Cbrlat. 

He    waa    a    man    of    Integrlt]     •       lately    bon-  ' 
ki  aad  ij^u-uaij..    pun  in  lif-  and  thought.  Then 
is   not    «   niapirlou   ..f   etalu    upon  1         I  .racier. 
He  hod   another  Indlapcnaable  elemiui   ol 
uess    t.uiuilny        Bora   in  i    v.-,t,    ,„i   reared   in 
adTi-r»ity.  lu,  Ufa  was  a  cootlooona  iltum 
never  had   meana  or  leisure  eoouj  ,   ■ 

ariato.  ran.-  teodenclee.      II.    alwajra  «ua  a  plain 
man  ol   tbatemloua  bablu       II-  ««»  the  , 
Waad    be    lored    bia    fri....l<    and    aeret    forg  I 

them;  bo  for(taT»  hla  pneu,li»  and  ma  !<•  them  bis 
frlenda.       Ilia    tempi-ran.  .     .... 

a  Waablngtoo'a  Blrtnduy  addn-aa  In  1MJ  « an 
chararterlatlc  of  hla  bope  and  his  personal  bahlts. 
lie  aald:  "And  when  the  victory  Is  con, 
when  there  shall  be  neither  a  ala»e  or  a  drunk- 
ard on  the  earth-how  proud  the  title  of  that 
'land  wtaleh  may  truly  rlalm  t"  he  th  blrtbplaca 
and  the  rrade  of  botj  those  revolutions  that  shall 
have  ended   In   that   rletOTT." 

.Nine  waa  more  courageous  tban  be.  In  the 
Brat  year  of  the  war  be  said  to  George  Wllhani 
Oatia,  t^en  a  young  but  already  brilliant  man. 
"Wo    KbdgVl    Lent    Iheiu.     my    ton,     tve    stall    heat 

Lthem."  ^.either  I)anlrl  or  Joseph  was  t.rsT.r 
tban  be,  *.|  hla  name  la  Dot  dimmed  when  placed 
bteide  the  noblest  heroes  of  the  aavs. 


He  Has  a  man  of  piety.       Ills  Sunday-rest  order 
■iasned   to    tb«   Army   shows  hla  love   for   the   holy 
■  Sabbath;    bis    fondness   for    tho    Bible    appears   In 
IhN    iv.  -J3   to  Joshua,  Speed,    "I  am   profitably    eu- 
I  gaged  reading  the  Bible.       Take  all  of  this  Book 
upon    reason    that    you    can    and    tbo    balance    ou 
faith,    aud  you   will  live  aud   die   a    better   man." 
tin    another    occasion    when    the    colored    tueu    of 
Bultlmore   prcj-entod    to   Dim    a    Bible,      be      said: 
"In  regard  to  the  Oreat  Boob   1  have  only   to  say 
that   It  Is  the  best  gift   which   God   has  given   to 
men.      AH  the  good  rr.-m  the  Savior  of  the  world 
Is  comtuuuieated  In    this   Bool;."       He   was  a   be- 
llerer  In   prayer,   and  again   and  again   prostrated 
Llii,-,.  If   betve    th.    Great     Uod     and     prayed     for 
strength.      He  freely  usserled  that  the   victory  at 
Vlcksburg  and   Gettysburg   «a*   assured    to  Mm 
In  prayer.      To  Bishop  Simpson  ho  .-aid:   "Bishop. 
1  feel  ihe  need  of  prayer,  as  never  before.   Please 
praj    for   me;"    an.1    in    that    awful    crisis   of    bat- 
tles these    two  mighty   men   kuclt   aud   prayed   to 
God  for  help. 
Lincoln  wan  a  mau  of  sympathy.       It  gnvr»  men 
[O    l.llii    and    mad.-    hllu    the    broiler    ..f    the 
race.        l.lkc    bis    Lord,    he    wept    with    those    Uuo 
wept.       Many   a    doomed   man   still    Urea    (•■    blesa 
the   r.aij,     .r    bis    ;r,ji    benefactor,    who   revoked 
the   diatli   sentence.       He    throbbed    many    a    dis- 
couraged man  Into  hope  und  usefulness  I  y   press- 
ing L'.n   ugalil!.!    bis  near!   of  loVc.        lie   was   brave 
a>    it    ll-  ii    .iii.l   .,-    lender   as   a    woiuau. 
He    acknowledged    the    God-liupitlae    within    blm 
-  unded  to  dulj   until  it   Ii  d  him  i 
ii  •■    and    death.       When    he    lefl    his    borne      in 

SprlUgfleld     "h.r.     1  ■•    had    llTCd     for    — "     years,     in 

bia   farewell   remarks,   he  said:       "I   now   leave, 

ii,.t   knowing  when,   ur  whether  ever,    l   may   re- 

I  turn,    with    a    task    before    me    greater    thai     that 

I  which  rested  npuo  Washington.      Without  Ihe  as- 

■      t   thai    l  lit .  le   Being  who  ever  a tt ended 

tliu    I    cannot    -        .  .  .|         \\  :  lance    I 

cannot  fall.      Trusting  In   llii.i    w  t .,  can         with 

no-  and  remain   wltb   you,   and  be  everywhei      I 

good,   lei    us   .  ..uudeir.ly   ho|».   that   ill   will  y.t    1^ 

well.      '!'•■  Ula  care  commending  you,  as  i 

-   >  •  u  « ill  eouimeud  me,   I  Ll.l 

affccllouali    furei    11  "       l|.-  cuughi    ibe  God-pur- 

|»  >i-    In    the     •■-••    .n    wbll  b    !..         .  md     bl  ji,  Ij 

di  dared  .       "If  I  ever  have   ..  u I r  that 

-    I'll   mi   ii  II-   tht.  n    himself   Into 

the  a.  i  i  ia  .,m.  Ilorute  man- 

(  kind         ills   k  .     ,   pliable 

nt  In  God  ■        I        i   an  wbu  m  ....  » 

blmaell   avalbabli         -  .-    onlj    truly    groat 

iii-.ti        In   i.is  all-night  vigil  after  tbe  disastrous 

lefeat  In   walled         I      i 

.:,  •  •  :  Ion  • 

„■    Was    the    TlcturluUI    uud 
1       <  I...  .... 

i  .  -      lei    the    f.  Illptoi  n    statue    . 

Ill*  features  iru.-.  and  1. 1   Ibla  mnnumi-ni  ol   mar 

ding  alle  lu  beautiful 
marble   ball,   but   r  sill  m 

uorale    th.-    loving  life   .  ;    ,m.     bam    I. in 

..in    will    I..-    i,.    train   i Ml, I. .ii    aud    bin    .,ir- 

aelrea  wltl  ling  tl 

spirit    and    magnltlceul    rlrluea    of    a    man    whose 
with    permanent    glory    when 
auns  Lu».    .  and   time  has  forever 

With' Bryant,    let   us   reverently   chant: 

"Oh  ►;  .1  iwlfl  and  spare, 

lie  and  merciful  and  Just! 
ID  tt.-  f.  ar  .  f  <iod.  dldal  t-  ar 
'I"Le  s»ord  .,f  power,  a  oatlon'a  I  tut. 

row  bj    ;'~ .    bier  we  stand. 

A  lull     Ihe  -    all  ^ 

And   -p  ,w    ii..    ,i  pitah  of  a    land 
'that   shook    ullb   horror  at    thy    Jail 

Ihe    I'ind    ..  ; 

We    i  •  lored   gi .,  re 

ill   i... 
ken  fetti        t  the  alavi . 

Pure  w  .  i„.r 

Hath  pis.  t-«l  the.-  with  tl..-  uu>  nl  light 

Ibe    nobli  >l    ..f    ■ 

H  I ■-•  peril  ol  Right." 


i  JBED 


hiiht     i.i:i»       i^n 


iL fvrjcniriou'    i 


Z,  /  rV  C  o  C  rf-i 


RiTO  «  '  o  rf 


What  His  Nurse  Knew. 


MRS    REBKCCA K    I'uMliKOY  of  Nnv- 
ton,    Mass.,  wrot»    to  the  Watchman 
and  Reflector  of  Boaton  as  follows: 
in    I5x;i.   when  the  en   of  war  was 
beard   through  our   land,  when  hus- 
bands    -   '-    and  brothers  responded  tu  our 
ntry's  cull  for  help.  1  started  tor  Wash- 
reeling  a  guiding  hand  was  leading 
1  knew  not  where,  and  connected  myself 
with  a  military  hospital  there  to  look  after 
n,    aick,   the   wounded,   ano   the  d       -      In 
1862   Pen  22  Miss  D.  L.  Dbt  (whom  President 
Lincoln  appointed  superintendent  of  female 
nurses)    came   for   me   to   go   to   the   White 
ise,   saving:     "Willie  was  dead,  and  Mrs. 
1  on    a  sick  bed.  while  Tad  was 

fly   wasting     away."     My  first     question 
n      ■  '  ••  Will  not  some  one  else  do  instead  of 
myself?"    for    my    heart   was  drawn  out   for 
:.t   dear  boys  whose  eyes  would  soon  be 
ted,   never  more  to  see  the  ore  that  was 
dMr.g  almost   the  last  sad  art  for  them,  and 
■.  .red  :     "  You   i  d  for 

-  country  at  this  time  ";  and  tl  qtrk  tln„- 
words  came:  "  It  Is  not  In  nan  that  walketh 
to  direct  his  steps  "  and  I  hurriedly  clasped 
the  hands  of  my  dying  boys,  saying:  "  I 
will  be  back  Tfi  a  few  days."  I   f  0  f 

I  was  ushered  ir.to  the  chamber  when 
the  sick  wife,  and  Mr  Lincoln  !  ,.■ 
picture  of  despair;  a  little  stooping,  and  the 
moist  eyes  looked  Into  mine,  ar.d  I  read  on 
Idened  careworn  face:  "Was  ever 
trouble  like  unto  mine?"  The  two  attending 
phvslclans  pave  me  the  orders  for  the  dav 
as  they  felt  his  life  hur  irons  slender  thread, 
and  while  the  little  ur-  eper  lay 

quiet,    th<*   president  asked  me  where  ' 
what  of  my  family,  etc. ;  and  whet,  i  • 
that  all  my  family  but  one  son  were  w 
f.-rr  us  on  the  ether  side    and  that  sot    | 
tllng  for  his  country,  he  •.  .  1      "  Well,  how 
n  |  -terlously  God  rules  with  us.  hut   I 
he  will  spare  y"our  *.  i     and  Ir  due  time  re- 
store you  both  to  your  home  ntrnln." 
Why   I*    Iff     He    Auk.. 

That  first  r.lirht  of  watching  he  told  me  of 
his   dear   Willie's    short   sicl  I    I  deal 

ar.rf  in  walking  the  ror.rr,  he  would  s:iv.  "  Why- 
Is  It?  O.  why  Is  It?"  I  trie,:  to  comfort  him 
by  telling  him  there  were  thousands  of  pray- 
ers going  up  for  him  dally,  ar.d  said  h  I 
am  glad  of  that."  and  he  would  har.p  1. 
In  his  hands  and  weep.  The  tell  grams  were 
con.  I: 

and    the    mind    was         \  the   heart 

seemed   crushed,    when    he  asked   me  to  tell 
Mm    how   I   obtained  that  faith  In  God. 

"Simply  by  trusting-  In  God,  and  feeling 
that  he  does  all  things  well." 

He  asked  me,  "Did  you  submit  under  the 
first  loss?  " 

My   reply  was,   "  Not  till  blow  upon   blow. 
till    my   all    was   taken,  could  I  submit 
then  I  was  happy."     The  tbil  ad  the 

Sick  ones  better,  he  had  to  go  In  his  office 
(for  he  had  not  been  in  for  several  ' 
Looking  on  the  little  sufferer,  he  said.  "  I 
hope  you  will  pray  for  him,  ar.l  If  It  Is  God's 
will  that  he  may  be  spared,  ar.4  also  for  me, 
for  I  need  the  i  -,  "    The  lourth 

day,  and  the  sad  duty  dune,  that  of  laying 
his  dear  son  out  of  sight,  ruy  heart  pro: 
me  to  say.  "  Look  up  for  strength."  and  he 
kindly  answered,  "  I  shall  go  to  God  with  my 
sorrows."  Where  Is  the  InfldelKy  during  the 
trying   time?  I  f<>  T 

Itefatlng     i  In-    <bnrge. 

Another  extract:  "What  Mr.  Lincoln  did 
say  In  a  religious  way  was  only  for  effect,  be- 
cause he  foresaw  that  he  could  not  success- 
fully ask  the  suffrages  of  religious  people 
while  aspersJng  their  faith!  "  What  a  change! 
I  know  nothing  of  hit  previous  character  be- 
fore the  war.  but  roy  fourteen  weeks  In  his 
family  gave -me  a  good  Insight  of  his  dally  life, 
not  only  al!  hours  of  the  day  but  when  his 
meals  were  ready,  and  the  troubled  heart 
would  give  vent  In  tones  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood. It  was  his  cusrtom  when  waiting  for 
his  lunch  to  take  his  mother's  old  wornout 
bible  and  lie  on  the  couch  and  read,  and  one 
day  he  asked  me  what  book  I  liked  to  read 
best;  and  I  said  "  I  am  fond  of  the  Psalms." 
"  Yes'"  said  he  to  me.  "  they  are  the  best, 
for  I  find  In  tl.em  something  for  every  day  in 
the  week."  That  dear  old  bible!  His  moth- 
er's: and  said  he,  "I  had  a  good  Christian 
mother,  and  her  prayers  have  followed  me 
thus  far  through  life."  Where,  I  ask.  does 
Infidelity  come  up?     i 

The  first  four  weeks  that  I  was  looking 
ssisissss«^sss^s^sssisssissssss' 


hospital,  that  1  might  report  to  him  how  they 
felt  when  near  death  and  what  they  though: 
of   the    future    and   then  I  obtained   penmis- 
to  hold  a  prayer  meeting  in  my  ward    as 
the  officers  had  strictly  forbidden  any  one  to 
:    ad  or  pray  to  ;:.e  soldiers  on  a  penalty  of 
being   "dismissed   from  the  service";    and, 
.  said  the  president.  "  If  there  were  mt  re  pray- 
ing and  less  swearing  It  would  be  better  for 
our   country,    and  we  all  need  to  be  prayed 
for.  officers   asi   well  as  privates,  and  if  1  was 
death   I   think  I  should    like    to    hear 
prayi  r  " 

I  was  with  President  Lincoln  when  the  bat- 
tle of  Vlcksburg  was  raging,  and  lie  told  me 
how  many  were  supposed  to  be  wound,  d  and 
)..  sa.J:  "The  Lord  have  mercy  on  those 
p  or  fellows!"  And  then  the  great  struggle 
of  Gettysburg,  how  he  walked  the  tloor  and 
said.  "  Tils  .s  a  righteous  war  and  God  will 
pitted  the  right."  And  a^ain  when  .M's 
Lincoln  fell  from  the  carriage  and  was  taken 
home  Insenc  ble  and  i  inn  forme  saying 
a!  not  know  how  bad  tit  case  was  but 
God  knew  bes:;  and  while  sltt.ng  at  the  din- 
ner table  he  could  not  eat.  for  he  seemed  so 
full  of  trouble  as  i  said  "The  battle  of 
Port  Hudsoi  -n  w  gi  n  ron  and  many  ;i\  •  s 
will  Le  sacrificed  on  hot:,  sides,  but  I  have 
done  the  best  I  could,  trusting  in  God  for  if 
they  gain  this  Important  point  we  are  list; 
and.  on  the  01  I,  If  we  could  i  l 

It  we  sha  ,  -  .:  d  I  th.nl.  u  e 

shall,  for  we  have  a  great  deal  to  thank  God 
fur.  for  we  :.a..  \  ..  ksburg  and  Gettysburg 
alreaoy." 

Said    He    Would    I'ruj. 

Said     1  Kr'at.    good    man:       "Mr 

Lincoln,   prayer   will  do   what   nothing  else 
will;      in  you   not   pray?"      "Yea    1  will 
ar.d    while     the    tears    were   dropping    from 
his     haggard    and     worn    out    1  u 

and    he  went  to  his  room 

and  could  .  aid  his  earnest 

in    as    the   nurse   did  they  would   have 

fallen  on  thi       i. •  reverential  sympa- 

.-  at  night  while  the  so. 

.'  ouse  the  sentinel,  riding 

halted    in    front    of  the  house  with 

•  gram,  u;  I  up  to  the 

t  res. dent.       In    a    few    momenta   after   the 

i   ana  the  president,  in  his 

Othi  s.    .- landing    Ul 
her,    wit.,    one    of    t^e    swei    i        expn 
1    i  ver   saw    hlrn    Wear,   suld:     "Good  news! 
G  i -us'      porl     li  ..Ison    Is    ours!     The 

\         y  Is  ours  and  G  .      I!  " 

Jjald    I    to    him:     "Nothing   like   prayer  In 
tim<  s  of  trouble." 

"  Yes.  (J  yes.  praise;  for  prayer  and  praise 
I        (ether." 

When    waa  your  Infidelity,  and  what  w~s 
to  effect? 

a  i    oi   w<  man  ■  an  a  d  ty  a:  er  day  to  see 
the  good  man    and  sheas.  .   could  see 

I  ii.  If  she  ■  in.e  aa  early  as  8  o'ch 

Ing,  and  hi  ••  would  see  her  the 

s:,e     iQld     h|,n     |;er     saj    J,;,    ,    ,  g       ,. 

waa    ..    widow,   and  an  only   boy  killed 

.  she  go  and  g<  ody?   In  ti  nes  of 

kindness  he  said:     "  Q     .    ■.■...;  pity  you,  and 
I    will    give  you  a  m  le  and  If  it  Is  p«. 
you  may  cross  the  lines,  but  I  do  not  think 
you  can." 


Churches  of  Many  Denomina- 
tions Join  in  First  Cen- 
tennial Programme. 
C  H  *cfi>$  q 

CHICAGO  IN  HOLIDAY  GARB 
*j  9-,  ffof 

President  Roosevelt  Sends  Greet- 
ings and  City  Is  Astir  for 
the  Celebration. 


Churches  of  many  denominations  through- 
out  Chicago  yesterday  joined  In  com- 
memorating the  Abraham  Lincoln  centen- 
nial celebration.  Willi  spei  .  .,  anj 
sermons  in  the  morning  , 
In  f  •  Sunday  ;•  gill  Ihd 
church-  s  paid  Hi.  ii   tribute. 

Lincoln   and   Ilia  deeds,   his  rr.ar..    ler  ai.  1 
his    wisdom,    in-,    i.. i    Hj    to   dutj    un  . 
services      to    posterity    these      were      tfco 
themes  of   scores   of  p  s    L,y 

clergymen  all  over  the  city   and  In  the  sub- 
urbs. 

les   the-   church 
ginning  of  centennial  week  * 
several  meetings  in  public  i. 
the  purpose  of  doing  honor  to  the  nun 
of   •!  Ipator.     Tin  .    iui.j 

formally   launched    will    be   ■  intluu  d    wltu 
mi  etlng   .  banquets  and  .  . 

lids    V. 

Jl  i>«. i:    FREEMAN    in     LDDRB88 


yi  ai  -   Judge    Freeman   att.n.].  .1 

the  di  bat i    with  si  v.  r..i  .  lassmatea 

"-•''  "    •1,;'1    boys    i  ■  i    hi  ■  !    thi  mselvea    in 

ened  to  thi   oral  <n  ...'  the  day 

i    urchins    formi  i    .,    clrcj* 

•  form.  ■  said  Judge  Freeman 

••:;...;      scenes    ..r.    that 

:   "«  to  inei     wltl ir  wives 

■    "•'••  Freeport,  and  »...,, 
•■I    ii;.-   platform   in 
""•  tr"'-' 

.         ..;••;  ii. .it  j.o'.u.i  ;.;  I- ,..'    ,;  had  ur  ted, 
Mr.    I.li. coin    :  his    manner    of   de- 

livery on  thai  day.  and  thai  hi  had  refused. 
And  In  aft.  i  yean  hi  u.ls  the  same  de- 
termined, self-conlldent   man. 

COItHECT*     POPULAR     KRHORS. 

'Lincoln,  as  I  came  to  know  him  by  ob- 
servation alone,  wax  not  a  man  who  could 
be  met  and  slapped  on  the  back.  In  fact, 
many  •lories  w  ill. ..at  foundation  Tiarr  twr-tr 
written  about  mm.  Particularly  Is  this  true 
ol  the  description  gl^e"  of  Mr.  Lincoln  In  a 
iccent  novel,  "The  Crisis."  Awkward 
though  he  was,  withal  he  was  a  gentleman 
at  all  times.  1  respected  him  most  because 
of  his  absolute  none  my  and  sincerity. 

"It  Is  well  to  praise  famous  men,  espe- 
cially on  tins,  the  occasion  of  the  one  hun- 
drrth  centennial,  yet  all  that  Is  said  of  the 
♦  manclpator  will  add  nothing  to  his  fame. 
1'  Is  valuable  only  In  calling  attention  to 
th-.  character  and  achievements  of  one  of 
the   greausi   rulers   the    world     has     ever 


known.  The  world,  however,  will  never 
forget  Mr.  Lincoln,  though  what  Is  said  of 
him  will  soon  be  forgotten.  In  fact,  nun 
will  pay  little  heed  to  the  eulogies  of  the 
emancipator.  The  manifest  wisdom  and 
skill  with  which  he  conducted  the  nation 
through  perhaps  Its  greatest  crisis  will  live  I 
forever." 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN'S    CREED. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Bartlett.  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  discussed  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Creed"  at  the  morning  serv- 
li  •  .-  iii  his  church. 
"The  Inner  life  of  the  world's  greatest 
ild  Dr.  Bartlett,  "was  unknown  ex- 
''!'  ''  thosi  who  stood  nearest  him  in 
sympathy.  A  volume  which  contains  the 
testimonials  of  thirty-four  men  who  knew  ; 
Lincoln  has  but  one  reference  to  his  re- 
llgion,  and  that  states  that  he  was  a  free 
thinker. 

"Aside  from  the  private  conversations 
Which  the  President  had  with  Mr.  Chit- 
tejiden,  feglsti  u  of  the  treasury,  and  Car- 
penter, the  artist,  who  spent  six  months 
at  thi  Wlilli  ii  us.-,  there  Is  a  mass  of  evi- 
dence to  ih.-  contrary  in  Lincoln's  letters 
ami  speeches. 

"In  his  gr,  at  i.  mper  ince  spei  ch  in  Spring- 
field. Feb  -•_'.  18-12,  Lincoln  uses  the  doctrine 
of    the    atonement    of    Christ    as   one    of    his 

strongest  arguments  to  persuadi    Christians 

l"  s  -  ike  of  the  weak 

Shortly   before   his  death   Lincoln 
plan  of  restoration  of  the 
th,   because  the  plan  'rejects  the  Chris- 
tian   pnn.  iple    of    forgiveness    on    terms   of 
rej'.  ntai 

BELIEVES    IV    PROVIDENCE. 

"1  Incoljj'a   belief  in   the  overruling  provl- 

:  ■ -here  evident "  well 

■»  n  I       istani  us.     t  ■ 

He    said    in    thi     dark    .lays    Of    lNla       I    |lav« 

1'."' .,","■,  Bn'8 ■  '  '    "">•   result    that 

shall  fatally  impair  our  military  and  naval 

'      rajiiK-ht.  and   He  will 

"'"  ll  "'  Ui  I  >od  Dm.       ii,    will  take 

■•'■  noi  push  us  too  far      i 

V  times 

n>    the  overwhelming  conviction  that  I   had 

M         Gurney    In    ISO*1 

•  <■«  his  own  « fit  he  wrote 

1mm   'win-''  Medltutlona  of  the 

I   which  he  used  three 
nd   Inaug 
.  "         '■        i  ■   th<    way   it   b'ealns 

I     In  the  present 

:  ''  "  '«  '"';i     P  sslblc  thai  God's  nur- 

'  different    from   the  pur- 

nd    yot    the   human 

Instrumentalities,  working  just  a*  thej 

■""   ":    U>e    best    adaptation    to   effect   His 

m   almost    ready    to   say   that 

I  hlj    true;   thai   God   wills  this 

•'"'  —    ••"•<  wills  that  it  shan  no,  ,  „,,    ™! 

Hd      brace     tin 
many  a  mlnlst.  r  p 

HI. I  vsEs      llli;    ,  M,  ,u  Hl  s 

repr,  lentatlves   I 
«»  «ho  churches  at  different  Umes.  In  monk. 

•ed   by  iTyfng 

;,:  h        Bless 

d  blessed  be  God    Who 

<*     "ur     great     trial,     giv.    ,,      u.        / 

'h'r  I     ■'   was  M        u     l*M 

I     Inaugural     In     Its 
" ■''■   "     r'  n  Inded     the     editors    ,  r 
'    '  Ice  of   ir,« 

marvelou. 

the  divine  will.  rw'°"» 


J     WKlGrHT 


ADMITS    HE    IS    A    CHRISTIAN. 


LINCOLN    AM)   THE   MINISTERS. 


tained. 


Tells  a  Clergyman  of  His  Faith  in  the 
Orthcdcx    Beliefs— How  It  Was  Ob- 

1 zy,  ir°j 

Du:  IngLli  wingap]  eared 

in   a  newspaper:  It  u^  publicly  .-tat.      i 
lor.-  r   the   president 

a?kcd  Iiini  If  he  loved  Jesus      He  bur- 
face  it.  .'. .  |         11, 

'"  W'hrn   1  It- ft   home   t.>  tuK 
of  state  I  was  not  a— Christian      When  mj 
died— tl  i-  severest  trial  of  mj  life— I  was 
not  a  Christian.    But  v.].-      ;  ttys- 

bur§   and    looked    i  ,-ravts  uf  thuse 

who  had  fallen  In  the  defense  of  their  coun- 
try I  then  and  thei  rated  mys 
-:      I  do  love  J< 

of  our  ministers  visl  •  •    un- 

der I  .        :  j;reat 

■  n .      A   visit 
letter  a  f<  •• 
vlsil     -  oldlnfi  meetings  with 

.i    : .  ■ 

Ugh  .  Washington 

•  cU\   <>ur  friend  writes:     "  Now  I  ftit 

•ted  duty  and  offer  a 
j  visil 

|  it  w  •    granted,  and  a  quarter 

past  0   that   evening  was  fix 
Undei  Ini     [went;  mj     hi  ivenly 

.  ■    and    prepared  the  way. 
Tl  e  president  gave  n>  .. 

nstrui  i.\  • 
during    which    he   said,   In  refi 
freedn  ei     '  If  I  have  been  i  li  <tru- 

ment>-  li  down 

trod  •    I  thank  God 

spread    ...  .    man 

up   r.    his  hand,  and   under 
the  precious  influence  I  kn«ri-  pray- 

er,     lie   knelt    close    beiside.  and  I  fel 
his  heart  went  with  every  word  as  utti 
v.  i.-  given      I  afterwards  addressed  nltn,  and 
»  :  .  .     reroMtOBO  he  shook  my  land  heartily 
%n£  th«u.k.-d  me  for  the  t  lilt  " 


Niolay  and  Hay's  "Lite  of  Lin- 
coln." A  delegation  of  minister: 
from  Chicaj  ed  Washington  Lo 

h     |  ••    -  !ei  [    to   do 

h      avory.     Mr.  Lino  In  I  i    l- 
.  t..l  Lo  '  hcii   ]'.-  .■- 
that  for 
had  been  I  his 

. 

>U      ;_■.      il. 
."    1  .,  ■     .        ,  .  .     ' 

i.  i    I    am   powerless  to  en  '<  r<  e   the 

itutioi    in  the  sb 
iioti.     Allow  me  to  ask  you  if   i 
think    I    can    enforce   a    j.. 
ipal  ion  any  1    ttt 

I  .  aid,"    replk  I 

:,  "compels  me  to  .  r  that 
it  i  .i  message  from  your  divine  mas- 
ter, through  me,  comniandii  •■•  you, 
sir,  lo  open  the  doors  and  let  the  op- 

i  J  go  fn  ."  ■  Well  thai  may 
be,"  said  the  president,  with  tv 
ling  eyes,  "but  if  it  is,  as  you  say,  a 
message  from  your  divine  master,  is 
it  not  a  little  odd  that  the  only  ch  li- 
ne! of  communication  to  me  must  be 
bj  the  roundabout  way  ol  that  awful- 
ly wicked  city  of  Chicago?"  In  his 
formal  reply  to  the  delegation  he  ' 
said:  "Whatever  appears  to  be  the 
will  of  God  I  will  do."— Sioux  Citj 
Journal.  I  )   '  • 


Lincoln  and  the  Preachers. 
I  talked  once  with  an  old  man  who 
heard  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  debate 
at  Blooniington,  ill.,  who  said,  ,-l  re- 
member Lincoln  quoted  Scripture  like 
n  preacher."  Browne,  one  of  his  biog- 
raphers, wrote:  "lie  made  frequent 
use  of  Bible  language  and  of  illustra- 
tions drawn  l :  i  in  lloly  Writ.  It  is  said 
thai  when  h^  whs  preparing  his  Rpriug- 
ticld  speech  of  l.s.'.s  he  spent  hours  try- 
in-  to  tind  lang  lage.  to  express  the  cen- 
tral it  lea  Finally  a  Bible  passage 
flashed  through  his  mind,  and  he  ex- 
claimed,  'A  house  divided  against  iiself 
cannot  stand!'"  'Mark  iii.  2o.)  In  his 
second  inaugural  he  quoted  twice  from 
Madliew  and  once  from  the  Psalms. 
1;  \  mid  seem  llial  in  e\  ery  crisis  of 
Ins  lij'o  he  sou^hi  Bible  inspiration  and 
diviin-    giiidanee.     While    he    was    run 

i  for    rnnyivss    he    declared     hl^    IV- 

li  an  ii  ude   w  hen,   pulling  a  small 

Bible  from  lii.s  |  oi-Uet,  he  said  to  a  min- 
isterial iii'  n  I.  "if  I  read  this  book 
arte!. I  e\ .  r.\  preai  her  oug!  i  to  he  with 
nio  in  this  contest. "■   Christian  Herald. 

/r'*~^ 


Lincoln  s  Mimicry  of  Pulpiteer 


At  he  be|  -i    the 

'•  pr.  roundabout,    but    principally 

at  the  PI  Creeb       .  .    -,\ 

,  .-    i  be  ludicrous  In  the 
tier  a  air  ur  matte:  <■ 

subject  of  mm  •   col- 

■  (  idle   bo; 
blm.    a    ,  .    .  .   that 

w.iy   on   ..   -  was  Invited  t<< 

.,  li  for  th     . 
:.e  b.int'i-d   the   board;   cf     ■  <.  ;  Ul]   t 


in  it  Abi    could  ;  nJrth. 

This  memoi  abb 

I 
i ;  m  i 

■ 
0  f  N  a  t  G 
Nat  was  able 
him. 
thing  bu:  dull)  .. 

I 
tlu  original. 
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Lincoln's  Dependence  on  God. 

''Whatever  appears  to  be  (Sod's  will  I  will  do  it." 
— lie  ply  to  Religious  Deputation,  Sept.  13,  lsG^. 

"I  am  conscious  every  moment  that  all  I  am  and 
all  I  have  is  subject  to  the  control  of  a  Higher 
Power,  and  that  Power  can  use  me  ot  not  use  me  in 
any  manner,  and  at  any  time,  as  in  His  wisdom  and 
might  may  be  pleasing  to  Him.  — To  llcv.  Byron 
Sundt  rland,  clnsi   uf  '68. 

"I  am  nothing  but  truth  i-  everything  -I  know  I 
am  right  because  1  know  that  liberty  is  right,  for 
(  liri^t  teaches  it,  and  Christ  is  God." — Springfield, 
111.,  quiet  talk.  1800. 

"If  it  were  not  for  my  firm  belief  in  an  ever-ruling 
Providence,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me,  in  the  midst 
of  Buch  complications  of  affairs,  to  keep  my  reas  m 
on  it-  seat,  But  1  am  confident  that  the  Almighty 
has  His  plaus  and  will  work  them  nut;  and.  whether 
we  Bee  it  or  not,  they  will  be  lor  the  wisest  and  best 
for  me.  1  have  always  taken  counsel  of  Him,  and 
refer  to  Him  my  plan-  and  have  never  adopted  n 
course  of  proceeding  withoul  being  assured,  as  far 
as  I  could  be,  of  His  approbation."  fnlt  rvit  w  with 
Ri  ,  .  ./.  S.  I >  I    \         \'urk: 

"As  a  pilot,  J  have  used  my  best  i  sertions  to  keep 
afloat  our  Ship  of  State,  and  -hall  be  glad  to 
resign  my  trust  at  the  appointed  time  t  •  another 
pilot  nion-  skilful  and  successful  than  1  may  |.r..\.-. 
In  overs  case  and  at  nil  hazards  the  government 
mus1  l"-  perpetuated.  Relying,  as  I  do,  upon  the 
Almighty  Power,  and  encouraged  as  I  am  by  these 
lutions  which  you  have  jusl  read,  with  the  -  ip- 
port  which  I  receive  from  Christian  men,  1  shall 
not  hesitate  to  use  all  the  means  at  my  control  to 
re  ili<>  termination  of  this  rebellion,  and  will 
hope  for  -  -  ' — /.*«  /'/</  to  me  mi  -  1'  il  iterian 
(,,  „,  rai  Aast  mbly,  M  ij/  SO,  18i 

"Bless  all  the  churches,  and  blessed  be  God,  who, 
in  this  our  trial,  giveth  us  the  churches."-  Reply  to 
)[.  Ihodist  D(  '■  gati  •     May  11,,  1864. 

"I  had  no  fears  of  Gettysburg,  and  it"  you  really 
waul  to  know  I  will  tell  you  why. 

"In  the  Btress  and  pinch  of  the  campaign  thou,  I 
went  to  my  room,  and  got  down  on  my  knees  and 
prayed  Almighty  God  for  victory  at  Gettysburg. 

"I  told  Him  that  this  was  His  country  and  the 
war  was  His  war.  but  that  we  really  couldn't  Btand 
another  Fredericksburg'  or  (  hanccllorsville. 

"And  then  and  there  I  mad<  a  solemn  vow  with 
my  Maker  that  it"  He  would  -land  by  the  boys  at 
Q  ttysburg  I  would  stand  by  Him.     And   He  did, 

and  I  will. 

"After  this  I  don't  know  how  it  was,  and  it  is  not 
for  me  to  explain,  but  somehow  or  other,  a  sweet 
comfort  crept  into  my  soul  that  Ood  Almighty  had 
taken  the  whole  thing  into  His  own  hands  and  we 
wen  bound  to  win  at  Gettysburg." — Tulle  with 
Gem  ral  Sit  .  h  s. 

"When     I    left    Springfield,    I    asked    the    people 


MESSENGER 

to  pray  for  me;  I  was  not  a  Christian.  When  I 
buried  my  son,  the  severest  trial  of  my  life,  I  was 
not  a  Christian.  But  when  1  went  to  Gettysburg, 
and  saw  the  grave-  of  thousands  of  our  soldiers, 
1  then  and  there  con-eeraied  niy-elf  to  Christ.  T  do 
love  Jesus.'" — Reply  to  Illinois  Clergymen,  who 
asked  him  if  In-  was  </  Christian. 

"1  sincerely  h  >pe  father  may  yet  recover  his 
health;  but,  in  all  events,  tell  him  to  remember 
to  call  upon  and  confide  in  our  great  and  good  and 
merciful  Maker,  who  will  not  turn  away  from  him 
in  any  extremity,     tie  notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow, 

and  numbers  the  hair-  of  our  heads;  and  He  will 
not  forget  the  dying  man  who  puts  his  trust  in  Him. 
Say  to  him,  if  we  could  meet  now  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  would  not  be  m  ire  painful  than  pleasanl  ; 
but  that,  if  it  be  his  l"t  to  go  now.  he  will  soon  have 
a  joyous  meeting  with  loved  ones  gone  before,  and 
when-  the  rest  of  us,  through  the  help  of  God,  hope 
ere   lou;:    to  join   iheni."  -  Letter  to  his  si e p-l> rothcr, 

■  I  nil  II     ■/  nil  IISOII  . 

"li  i-  said  iii  one  of  the  admonitions  of  our  Lord, 
'As  your  father  in  heaven  is  perfect  he  ye  also 
pi  rfect.'  The  Saviour,  I  supp  >se,  did  not  expect 
that  any  human  creature  could  be  perfect  as  the 
Father  in  heaven;  but  he  said,  'As  your  Father 
in  heavi  n  i-  p'  rfect,  be  ye  also  perfect."  He  set  that 
up  as  a  standard,  and  he  who  did  most  towards 
reaching  that  standard,  attained  the  highest  degree 
of  moral  perfection.  So  I  say  in  relation  to  the 
principle  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  let  it  be 
as  nearly  reached  as  we  canS'^Speech,  Chicago, 
July  10.  1858.  / 
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THE  very  phase  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  that  was  greatest, 
that  determined  all  the  rest, 
Is  the  phase  concerning  which 
little  is  said.  Even  tho»e  nearest  him 
tailed  to  see  his  mighty  soul,  his  su- 
preme splrltuul  quality.  By  glimpses 
some  of  Lis  particular  Mends  Lebeld 
this  great  luminous  aide  of  Lis  nature, 
but  for  the  most  part  those  who  look- 
ed on  him  had  eyes  and  saw  not.  They 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  royal 
race  of  great  souls,  hence  did  not 
know  the  earmarks.  They  were  look- 
lug  for  form,  not  substance.  They 
sought  a  sign,  aud  no  sign  was  given 
them.  Outwardly  Lincoln  was  en  un- 
believer in  certain  forma  a. id  shells  of 
rellgiou,  and.  If  those  who  knew  him 
most  Intimately  are  to  be  •  rented,  ho 
remained  so  to  the  end  of  hie  life.  Eut 
it  was  only  tL>-  seemlnga,  the  man- 
made  Interpretations,  the  empty  letter, 
that  did  not  appeal  to  birn  No  man 
had  more  of  the  substance;  Done  felt 
a  j^-eater  faith  ja  divine  rl  fbti  j^ness. 
Justice,  truth,  mercy  and  guidance. 

There  were  timed  whoa  all  who  saw 
Lincoln  felt  that  he  was  like  i 
the  old  prophets— that  he  was  tilled  by 
6uddeu  and  overwhelming  InspIratlOO 
Hls  face  ut  such  moments  seemed 
transfigured  until  its  homely  features 
grew  beoutifui.  being  suffused  with  a 
great  Inward  light.  The  testimony  of 
these  witnesses  is  ample  aLd  authen- 
ticated, but  we  do  not  need  it.  We  can 
find  the  same  spiritual  quality  of 
wmen  tney  speak  shining  thn  j^'h  his 
words  aud  deeds.  Who  can  read  the 
second  Inaugural  adcr>",  and  doubt  as 
to  the  manner  of  man  that  uttered  it? 
Who  can  observe  Lincoln's  faith  lu 
God  and  the  common  people,  his  fealty 
to  truth  and  justice.  Lis  unselfishness. 
his  charity,  his  rectkude  in  the  uu 
tried  ways  through  which  he  had  to 
walk  and  not  feel  his  nearness  to  the 
Eternal?  If  the  formal  In  religion  did 
not  appeal  to  him.  neither  did  the 
formal  in  law  nor  In  politics.  lie  was 
utterly  merciless  in  exposing  shams. 
He  was  impatient  with  technicalities 
and  went  straight  to  the  heart  of  a 
Question.  He  was  intellectually  hon- 
est, which,  after  all.  is  necessary  to 
sny  real  spiritual  advancement. 

Most  authors  who  write  of  Lincoln 
6eem  to  think  it  npcessnry  to  apolo- 
gise for  hl£  religious  afitude.  How 
Lilnd!  Can  they  not  sec  that  the  mar- 
tyr president  was  not  ol«  who  In- 
dulged In  ilp  service,  who  cried,  "Lord, 
Lord?"  Kather  was  he  one  who  obeyr-d 
the  comTianrtrneats  of  loving  hl_j  God 


and  LTs  neighbor.  He  was  frank  and 
candid  enough  not  to  pretend  to  be- 
lieve what  he  did  not  understand,  but 
as  to  the  reallLy.  of  .his,  faith  in  divine 


fall  to  understand  nrm.  "TbVlnstinct 
of  the  common  people  found  him  out 
and  knew  him  in  his  own  day.  His 
assassination  seemed  suddenly  to  lift 
a  veil  from  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and 
for  a  few  days  men  caught  a  vision  of 
the  mighty  soul  that  bad  sojourned  in 
their  midst  and  led  them  through  a 
great  crisis.  With  a  few  that  vision 
remained.     With  all  some  bin:  of  it 

has  been  present  until  this  hour.  What 
is  needed  is  that  the  eyes  of  men  shall 
be  focused  on  this  aspect  of  the  eman- 
cipator rather_than  on.  the  mask  of.  his 


1  Substances  rather  than  forms  his  whole  |  personality.    The  mask  was  ephemeral 
I  life  bore  witness. 

The  world  will  never  truly  eee  Abra- 
|  ham  Lincoln  until  it  biholds  this  soul 
!  side  of  him.  So  Ion?  as  it  looks  only 
.  at  Lhfl  busk  of  the  man  so_Lpns_lt  _wlll 


and  has  passed.  The  innermost  truth 
1  of  him,  the  white  soul,  tho  thing  that 

made  him  Lincoln,  that  made  us  love 
I  him,  abides  and  will  abide,  pleading 
1  for  men  to  Jinow  and  Inte^pretiS- 


Wliliun  H.  Herndon,  Mr.  Lincoln's 
law  partner  and  biographer,  said  there 
were  times  when  the  future  president's 
soul  "seemed  fresh  from  God."     Can 
you  picture  those  times,  the  forgetfui- 
ness  of  self,  the  Are  of  a  great  princi- 
ple, the  love  of  humanity,  the  deterini- 
|  nation  to  make  the  world  better  which 
,  was  Lincoln's  life  passion,  all  these  ei- 
i  pressed  in  his  face  with  an  Ineffable 
something  greater  than  all  of  them?   I 
want  the  world  to  see  this  man's  soul. 
It    is    for    this    I   am    writing    these 
sketches.    I  know  I  cannot  do  him  jus- 
tice, but  if  I  can  give  some  glimpse  of  I 
that  tall,  white,  loving,   mighty  being  i 
that  was  the  real  Lincoln  I  shall  have 
rendered  a  service  not  so  much  to  bim 
as  to  mankind. 

One  of  Lincoln's  chief  characteristics 
was  tenacity  of  principle.  When  he 
saw  a  thing  was  right  he  never  gave 
It  up.  He  would  sacrifice  his  own 
prospects  to  make  the  people  see  that 
truth.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  his  life- 
long antagonist,  was  of  a  different 
make.  Douglas  was  one  of  the  ablest 
politicians  in  American  history,  but 
he  was  shifty:  he  was  not  always  re- 
gardful of  the  truth,  and  he  would 
sacrifice  principle  for  self.  The  moral 
aspect  did  not  appeal  to  Douglas  as  it 
did  to  Lincoln. 

At   the   beginning   of   the  great   de- 
bate in  1858  Lincoln  feelingly  referred 
to  the  fact  that  his  own  life  had  been 
a  failure  while  that  of  Douglas   had  ! 
been  a  conspicuous  success.     In  other  j 
words,  up  to  this  time  the  man   who 
loved    self    more    than    principle    had 
won,  while  the   man  who  loved  prin- 1 
eiple  more  than  self  had  lost. 

How  was  it  in  the  end?  Lincoln 
was  the  universally  acknowledged  suc- 
cess, while  Douglas  was  the  failure. 
Where  In  all  biography  is  there  aught 
more  inspiring?  In  the  Short  run  the 
self  seeker  wins  over  the  truth  seeker, 
but  in  the  long  run  the  truth  seeker 
is  loved  of  all  men,  while  the  self 
seeker  becomes  an  object  of  universal 
contempt. 

These  things  do  not  happen  by  acci- 
dent.   As  a  man  is  so  will  he  manifest 
himself  to  be.     Fifty  years   of  hard- 
ship, poverty,  sorrow,  failure  and  neg- 
lect   could    not    shake   Abraham    Lin- 
coln from  his  principles.    There  was  a 
crisis  coming  that  needed  a  man  who 
had  stood  the  test,  who  had  followed 
the  highest  he  saw  and  had  not  falter- 
ed.     He   did   not    know   that    such    a 
crisis  was  coming,  or  if  he  dimly  felt 
it  Impending   did    not  know   that   he 
would  be  asked  to  lead.    He  was  work- 
ing for  no  reward  of  that  or  any  other 
I  sort.     The  great   soul   of   him    would 
not  let  him  go  wrong.     And  when  th« 
[hour  came  the  in.-;tlnct  of  the  people 
I  unerringly  found  him  who  had  faced 
the  hidden  trial.     It  was  but  one  more 
lease   of   bim   that   seeth  In  secret   re- 
garding openly. 
[    It  IfljJaid  that  Lincoln  did  not  ba.  j 


he  divinity  of  Christ  This 
J  authenticated  and  la  doubt- 
V.     Even  so,  I  know  of  no 

.   time  or  in  any  time,  for 
•fetor  of  that,  who  patterned  his 
.up  more  fully  on  that  of  the  Man  of 
Sorrows.     Both   were   born  poor,   one 
la  a  stable  end  the  other  in  a  cabin 
not  so  good  as  most  stables.    One  was 
the  Saviour  of  mankind  uud  the  otht  r 
the  savior  of  his  country.    Both  taught 
love  and  mercy,  both  clung  to  truth, 
both  regarded  the  substance  more  than 
I  the  form,  and  both  were  heard  gladly 
I  by  the  common  people.    Both  were  de- 
'nounced  by  those  in  place  and  power, 
I  both    were    reformers,    both    came    to 
|  bring  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  both 
at  last  gava  their  lives  for  mankind. 
Both  were  meek,  both  were  sad,  both 
taught  In  parables,  and  both  set  their 
faces    against    the    worship    of    Mam- 
mon.   Other  similarities  can  be  shown, 
but  enough  have  been  stated  to  reveal 
the  fact  that,  whatever  Lincoln  said  of 
theoloj, v,  he  was  a  true  follower  of  the 
Nazarc    e  in  life  and  deed.    Those  who 
count  '    e  life  and  the  deed  more  than 
the  word  will  rate  him  accordingly. 

All    of    Mr.     Lincoln's     biographers 
speak  of  certain  mystical  tendencies  in 
his  character.     These  have  doubtless 
been     magnified     beyond     their     true 
worth.   For  example,  there  is  the  state- 
ment  that   he   dreamed   of  a    rapidly 
moving  ship  just  before  great  events 
in  his  life.     There  is  also  the  story  of 
his  having  seen   two  Images   of  him- 
self In  a   mirror,  one  paler  than  the 
other,  from  which  occurrence  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln is  said  to  have  predicted  that  he 
would   be  elected  twice   to  the  presi- 
dency   and    the    last    term    would    be 
short.    He  is  also  said  himself  to  have 
had  premonitions  that  he  would  be  ar 
sassinated.     People  have  even  gone  to 
the  length  of  alleging  that  President 
Lincoln  believed  in  spiritism  and  some- 
times consulted  a  medium.     So  far  as 
I  know,  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove 
the   truth   of  this.     As  for  the  other 
phenomena  mentioned,  they  are  scarce- 
|  ly  of  the   highest  character,   whether 
true  or  false.    The  order  of  mind  that 
looks  for  a  sign  might  be  impressed 
by  them,  but  the  evidence  of  the  no- 
blest   and    finest    spirituality    In    Lin- 
coln's   whole    life    so    infinitely    tran- 
scends these  psychic  signs  and  won- 
ders, even  If  they  are  worthy  of  cred- 
ence ai  all,  that  they  may  as  well  be 
discarded.    They  are  more  of  the  non- 
essential  and   trivial   that   have  gath- 
ered about  this  great  name. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  biographers  also  ac- 
cuse bim  of  having  been  a  fatalist.  Is 
this  the  whole  truth?  There  is  no  evi- 
dence in  his  resistless  energy  in  trying 
to  move  public  opinion,  no  Indication 
in  his  tenacious  will  and  masterful 
character,  no  hint  In  his  clear  reason- 
ing power  or  common  sense  philoso- 
phy, that  ho  was  a  fatalist  in  the  ac- 
cepted JeM9_  o£  the  terrn^    He  was  a 


—S&fbe.  ^^  ao$  effect, 

but  that  does  bc  ustitute  a  fatalist. 
It  still  leaves  rooji  for  Individual  Ini- 
tiative In  setting  up  causes. 

He    was   also   profoundly  convinced 
of  an  overruling  Providence  In  human 
affairs.     If  it  is  meant  that  he  was  a 
fatalist  in   the  sense  that  he  believed 
God  and  God's  law  governs  the  world 
the  charge  may  stand,  but  that  does 
not    imply    fatalism    since    it    leaves 
wide  latitude  for  the  choice  of  the  in- 
dividual.    In  a  large  way,  like  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  Mr.  Lincoln  may  have 
felt   that    a    man    brings    his   destiny 
with  him.    Most  great  souls  born  into 
the  world  with  a  work  have  felt  the 
same.    But  that  by  no  means  reduces 
a  man  to  a  machine,  a  blind  puppet  of 
forces  over  which  he  has  no  control. 
The  true  man   is  master  of  his  own 
world,    and    few   men    have    revealed 
more  of  this   mastery   over  all  given 
Into  their  hands  than   Abraham   Lin- 
coln.    Whatever  his  words  may  have 
•aid,   his  life  and  deeds  said  beyond 
any    question    of  doubt   that    he   was 
anything  but   a   fatalist.     Those  who 
call  him  so  have  surely  failed  to  go  be- 
neath   the    mask    of    his    personality. 
They  belong  to  the  same  school  that 
called   him  a   materialist   because   be 
was  cautious  and  careful  and  reasoned 
his  way  slowly  and  surely.    Yet  there 
has  been  no  man  in  modern  times  that 
dwelt  more  In  the  moral  world  than 
Lincoln.    There  has  been  no  man  that 
had  a  piofounder  faith  in  God  and  his 
intervention    for    righteousness    than 
Lincoln.    No  man  had  a  firmer  belief 
In  the  final  triumph  of  the  Invisible 
forces  of  justice  and  truth.    Do  these 
things   belong  to  the   materialist   and 
fatalist?    The  man  that  says  so  does 
not  know  the  meaning  of  words. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  such  a  many  sided 
man  that  It  womd  take  several  char- 
acters rolled  into  one  to  furnish  his 
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counterpart.  He  was  a  combinatio, 
between  a  Je-r'-b  prop'  ■  Qd  a  F^n 
*cky  front'  ^   ^ 

togiaph  Or  fc  v.       ...«,,«„,     ^  law- 
giver and  an  Illinois  horse  tri  .<>r. 

Lincoln's  tenderness  for  animals  and 
many  other  points  in  his  character  sug- 
gest the  most  Christlike  monk  of  the 
middle    ages,    St.    Francis    of    Assist. 
Francis  was  the  preacher  and  exemplar 
of  poverty,   the   friend  and   helper  of, 
the  unfortunate,  was  noted  for  meek-! 
I  ness  and  patience  and  gained  undying 
j  fame  by  his  kindness  to  animals.    Yet 
'  he  was  by  nature  a  merry  hearted  boy, 
I  who   loved    sports    and   games.      The 
|  reader  will  readily,  recognize  the  like- 
|  ness  to  Lincoln's  character.    Lincoln's 
severe  logic  also  suggests  one  of  the 
mediaeval  schoolmen. 

Schuyler  Colfax  stated  that  Llacolj 
had  two  ruling  ideas— hatred  of  slav> 
try  and  sympathy  with  the  lowly  and 
•humble,  whom  he  desired  to  lift  op. 

Theodore  Tilton  tersely  said  ©f  tht 
war  president.  "He  bound  the  nation 
and  unbound  the  slave" 

Lincoln  was  a  nineteenth  cental* 
prophet.  He  was  probably  the  moa? 
spiritual  man  in  our  time.  The  trut 
vision  of  the  future  will  see  him  so* 
for  it  will  look  past  the  shams  that 
live  by  the  letter  and  behold  those 
God  filled  souls  that  are  too  fraat  to 
pretend. 


Though  He  Accepted  No  Creed, 

Professed  No  Religion,   He 

Resembled  Savior  More 

Than  Any  Man. 


"The   Unsaved   Lincoln"    was    the. sub- 
ject   of    the    Brrmon    delivered    by     Ri 
\\      D      Buchanan    at     ihe     Universalis! 

chuich.     Division     avcnilf     and     K     till 

yesterday  minnins.     Rev.   Buchanan  said 
in    part: 

"It'  it  were  nay  purpose  to  eulogize 
dn  I  would  call  yoni  attention  to 
i  .  eulogy  of  Attorney  WV111  If.  Thomp- 
^ •  ii  and  slop  No  *: r>-.i i •  r  Find  no  truer 
.•■'ur.  of  Lincoln  haa  ever  linen  given 
to  the  American  people.  It  In  worthy 
of  a  place,  and  will  doubtless  ttnd  a 
jiIhcp.  in  the  permanent  literature  of  the 
ii. 'lion.  But  it  is  not  my  purpoa  to 
fiae. 

"I  am  a  sermonir.rr,  .'ind  ennnot  gi  i 
away  from  mj  chosen  vocation,  if  1 
would.  The  hour  has  come,  however, 
i >>r  a  sermon  that  strikes  !>k.  Iron  and 
!•■  i>  trates  lik-'  steel,  and  tho  Lii>> 
anniversary  affords  an  oportunfty  to  de- 
liver   it 

"In  Lincoln's  lifetime.  Hid  for  some 
time  after  IiIm  death,  Ms  law  partnei 
i  no  opportunity  i"  declare  him  an 
i  ifidel.  Th<-r.  are  shallow  thinkers  lo- 
-  rt  that  he  was.  It  is  not 
t  r  ii  is  reasi  n,  howevi  r,  (hat  1  have 
<  iios.  ii  for  my  subject  'Th<  Unsaved 
Lincoln.'  1  havi  no  fear  -it  his  ful  . 
ii    .  a . .    I    tlmi    i"    a  i   '•     in    1 1  yinn 

i    Im  a  Christian       H<     was  a   soll- 

•  .  graud  as  Mouui   Tacoma  aud 
lofty  hs  Its  his  ik.    Tli.    i»  si  thing 
i    .. i    i  .i ii    he      tld  of  him  t  In    de- 
no  ai n   and  :    wis  no  p 

The    Fulptt    sad    Lincoln. 
v.  i   for  half  a.  century  men  "f 
F.-h'ioi  havi    i.-.n  trying  lo  claim  Lincoln 
ns   ihur  o « n.      And    not    thi     leas)    nra 

■  1  •■  of  iii  .  ■  ■ .  1 1 1 1  \  is  the  an- 
nual attempt  of  the  ptllpil  !■•  prOVi  1.1  ni 
a    true    disciple    of    lh<     I  "hrlsi       Bj     tin 

.1  ..f  «'lii  ist   I  beltevi 
by  in.    standard  of  ihe  Christian  church, 
In    almost    ev<  iv    oni     of  i  h<  s, 

Lincoln    la    unsaved,    and    no    protest     ur 
apology    will    sorvi     to    bring    him    Into 

the    fold   of   ii i 

'That    he   had    .<    faltl     in    i.  .i    which 
w  i  ould   slink,    is   abundantly 

j.rov.-n    by   his   own    «.>i.is.      In   his   tlist 
Inaugural    address   we    find    him 
•if   the   almighty    rulci    "f   mitlont 

'    ni. 1 1   1 1  nth  a.   i  m  j  "in 

.n...  Hi.    in  ,,f    the 

Hi,  thai   truth  ami  jii-ii.       '.ni   surely 

II  '      Kui    w  hi  n    has    i.i  II  .i    in    God 

made    in.  u    Christians    according    to    the 

of   the   church  '.'      i ■'■•r    < ■  \  •  i    a 

century   the   Universalis!  church   hai    as- 

s   rted    an    unlimited    faith    in    God.    yet 

-it.,-  laed  and  by  many  clasi 
i.   <   irlstlan. 

"Lincoln  prayed.  In  his  second  In- 
augural add  1 1  'Fondly  do 
wo  hope,  fervently  do  wo  pray,  that  this 
mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily 
j  .tway.'  v.  t  prayer,  unless  it  be 
made  to  .i  <;..ii  recognized  by  the  church, 
and     In    languagu      sanction!  d       by 

irch,  has  n.\.-i   been  allowed  to  prove 
a    man  a   Christian. 


BeUsvsd   la   Juatloe. 

"Lincoln  believed  in  tho  justice  of 
God.  Jn  that  last  Inaugural  address  he 
said:  'Yet  If  God  wills  that  the  war 
continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  up  by 
the  bondman's  200  years  of  unrequited 
toll  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop 
of  blood  drawn   by   the   lash  shall   he   paid 

by    another   drawn    with    the    sword,    as 

was     said      3u00      years     ago       SO      Still      it 

must  be  said,  that  the  judgments  of  the 
Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether.' 
Vt  t  for  a  century  or  more  we  have  .ls- 
serted  the  Justice  of  God  and  Lincoln's 
sentiment  Is  written  in  our  creed  in  the 
following  language:  *We  believe  in  the 
certainty  of  jt.st  retribution  of  sins'  Has 
the  minister  "f  any  i  hurch  outs 
cur  own  us.  .i  this  language  to  prove 
that   n  ••  .ii  e   i    iristians  ! 

"1   mi  ntlon   tin  sc   i  blngs  not   to   , 
the    Universalis!    church    but    to  II 

i  it    is    iii    Lincoln'* 

..  tii  that  inak.  s  the  pulpit  of  tin  land 
s>  anxious  to  prove  him  a  Chrlstlon.  it 
must  be  something  more  than  his  pro- 
i  belief  in  God.  Was  it  .  onformity 
to  the  traditions  and  ceremonies  of  the 
church .' 

Sad    No   Creed. 

"It  could  not  be;  for  he  was  no;  a 
conformist  He  was  a  member  <•!  no 
church.  He  attended  no  mass,  ho  . 
ed  ii"  reed  He  iad  no  Christian  ..«ak 
hangi  ni'  heart, 
was  ii,  vi  r  horn  again.  11.  bi  lie  \.  d  in 
I  nil.  If  anyl  I  „  Lo 
say  about  Christ  lie  never  publicly,  nor 
so     far    as     I     know,    privately     a 

Did  hi 
I    ■     Uon  no  ni v     We  don't  know.     There 
hat   he  did  not     lud 
ih.    Blbli    as   the   . 
Word  of  G  ..in  there  Is  sili 

"What    was    It    that    marked    or 
him 

"Hi     would    I  ..,•    to   do    with 

;  Hi    ....i    say    that   if  some 

caurch  would  write  over  in  door  tho 
golden  rui.     ai  i  ma 

"f  '"•  n  ii      |M  tio- 

1  '    •  mphal  Ii  all] 

unlmpo 
"Why,   then,    this    periodic   attempt    to 
i  Lincoln  a  ■  II  r.-i  ..n,  ■    i :    .;..    ,-,      ,j3 

snd    beliefs   of   the   churches 
sarj    to    talval  ■    I 

inch  to  in,, I   ih. 
in    on    which   thi 

oval  '      l '...  s    ii    „... 
leai  lv    thai    the    chun  h    rt  .-- 

•     'hat     Is  thing    «  i„. 

more     lino.. i  lain     than     it-     whll  ii      • 

■'  bleb    It   ha  d    ar., 

false  bars,  and  ol    no  real   merit? 

"II     la    foi     i  i     i    have 

ihi  m        I    would  bn  as   don  ,, 

'  ,i     tile 

Immoi  lal  Lincoln  wl  eal  w  ork  ol 

the   church    la. 

Lincoln    Chriathke. 

"Lincoln      «.o      Hi Hi      .-j. 

man.    the    man    since   i  lime 

■list   standard      Oth- 
ers   havt     approached    it:     but     I     I 

■    i'l     '■■      difficult     to    .-  how     A  !,.  re 
1  n  came  shorl  ol   II     E\  ■ 

cal  person  h.  fulfilled  the  ancient 
prophecy:  'He  shall  grow  up  before 
him  as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  rool 
""l   "'    ;'    -;  I-    he    hath    no   form 

and  when  we  shall  see 
hi  in  there  is  no  beauty  that  w,  should 
oeslrc;    him.' 


In  intellectual  perception,  in  purity 
Of  thought  and  Its  consequent  purity  and 
simplicity  of  diction.  Lincoln  and  I,  sun 
"re  said  to  be  more  alike  than  any  other 
"i  the  worlds  great  on.s.  Lincoln 
strove    for    hours    lo    tin, I     words,    to    ex- 

:  press  ins  thought  when  he  accepted  Ihe 
nomination  to  tin  United  States  senate, 
and  the  only  words  that  satisfied  him 
were  ihe  words  «(  Jesus:  'A  house  dl- 
vided  against  itself  cannot  stand.'  He 
did  not  use  them  because  Jesus  did,  but 
because  he  perceived  in  them  an  eternal 
truth.  Indeed  it  would  be  better  to  saj 
ihat  he  perceived  the  truth  and  used  the  j 
words   to  expi  ess   ii 

Kii  it  is  when  we  come  to  study 
Lincoln  as  a  man  thai  we  find  him 
I'liristllke.       Hi      was     a     man    of    sorrows 

and  acquainted  with  grief.'  'He  hath 
borni  our  grot's  and  carled  our  sorrows: 
■wl  u.  .ikI  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten 
Of  God  and  afflicted.'  Ih  was  a  lover 
of  his  Ii  Mow  men.  He  .sought  not  his 
own  salvation,  but  the  salvation  of  a 
race  and  the  perpetuity  of  u  nation. 
Well  might  it  have  been  said  of  him. 
a.s      it      was     said     Of     JeSUS:        'He     saved 

others:  himself  ho  cannot  save.'  Ho  did 
i. ni    care    in   save    himself       He    scarcely 

slopped     to    think    of    himself.       When    he 

prayed   he   prayed    foi    others,   and    when 

hi  dl.d  he  died  for  others  as  truly  as 
did   .i.  sus  on   the  cross. 

"Th.se  words  are  not  spoken  to  praise 
Lincoln,  bui  lo  show  what  u  is  Hon  has 
compelled  Ihe  church  to  call  him  Chrls- 
I'.iii.  in  spite  of  Ihe  fllCI  that  he  had 
few,  If  any.  of  the  distinguishing  marks 
of  orthodoxy,  lie  truckled  to  no  man; 
imitated  no  num.  not  even  Christ;  ac- 
.-.  pi.  ,i    no    n  idy-mndn  .creed   exrepi    the 

golden    rule.    an. I    he    Mould     havi      ie.1«>eted 

id  deemed  II  poor  philosophy. 
IP-   was  a   fn      man      physical!}    free,  In- 

i  ami  i eligiously  frei  i Ii 
did  hla  dul  .  and  hia  full  duty,  io>i  as 
Ho-  church   or  any  man   illetstcd  or  out- 

I,     hill    as    God    ga\  e    him    10    sap    It  . 

ii.    wan  lionesl   in  business,  clean  In  poll- 

nd     In     private     life,     and     he    lived 

Ihe     gulden     rule.        He     «.m     B     Christian 
i,        p    is    a     man.    not     heeausu    he 

accepted  in1  thing  lhat  men  said  he 
should.  He  wss  the  savior y>f  the  na- 
tion, but  by  the  theology  of  nineteen 
centuries   he    Is   'unsaved.' 

"What  la  the  bsson  of  ihe  hour? 
What  are  w.  to  learn  from  Ihe  unl- 
,.i  ai  praisi  of  this  unchristian  Chris- 
i  an?  When  ministers  polnl  to  him  us 
Hie  Ideal  American  und  exhoi'l  their 
I  young  men  to  become  like  him,  do  Ihe} 
noi  Lacltly  Impl}  and  actual!}  acknowl- 
edgi      thai     ilolr    forms    and    ceremonies 

i    no  avail?     Have   no  actual    value 

.  xci  in    as    a    prop    for    the    w  ■  ak? 

"Hall  io  the  unsaved  Lincoln'  Behold 
in   him    the   hai  vvsi    thai    la    wanted." 


The   Religion   of  Lincoln 

Sunday  Morning  Sermon,  Feb.  8,     1914,  at  the  Liberal 
Christian  Church,  by  Joseph  Fort  Newton. 


Prayer 

Almighty  God.  our  merciful  Father, 
who  in  love  hearest  every  cry  oi  tl»e 
human  heart,  and  dost  satisfy  all  de- 
Sires  which  Thou  Thyself  ha*t  im- 
planted, hdp  us,  we  humbly  pray,  truly 
to  draw  near  to  Thee,  and  to  our  wait- 
ing  heans  may  Thy  truth  be  revealed. 
Lift  our  minds  above  things  trivial  and 
fleeting,  yea,  above  all  that  is  dark  and 
forbidding,  that  we  may  meditate  upon 
the  wonder  of  Thy  goodness,  which  is 
ever  and  forever  our  portion  in  life 
and  the  hope  of  our  souls  in  death. 

Grant  us,  O  Lord,  so  to  have  our 
hearts  stayed  upon  Thy  faithfulness. 
that,  whatever  may  befall  u>,  with  quiet 
trust  we  may  rest  in  Thy  reality,  walk- 
ing in  lowiness  of  mind  and  lovingness 
of  spirit.  Let  us  not  be  as  weeds  shaken 
by  the  winds,  but  as  high  towers  abiding 
all  storms  and  troubles  of  ibis  mortal 
life,  a  refuge  to  our  fellows  in  the  dark 
right  of  the  soul.  More  and  more  may 
W«  have  the  joy  and  strength,  the 
Sulatio.i  and  power  of  conquest  which 
come  to  those  who  love  and  trust  Thee. 

Mercifully  forgive  us  that  we  so  often 
tarry  with  the  gifts  and  forget  the  Giver. 
that  we  use  Thy  benefits  with  so  httlr 
thought  of  Thee,  that  we  make  Tin 
\ery  blessings  barriers  hetween  our 
hearts  and  Thee.  Ileal  us  of  our  sins 
oi  mind  anJ  heart,  ami  help  us  t 
our  affections  un  Thyself,  lest  Thy  good- 
ness, in  its  prodigal  wealth,  make  us  to 
forge)  When  we  rightly  underhand 
the  cravings  of  our  own  hearts,  then  we 
know  that  it  is  not  Thy  gifts  but  Thy- 
lell   alone  that  can  ~ j 1 1 - 1  \    us 

For  all  our  waywardness,  our  short- 
comings, our  pettiness,  we  beseech  Thy 
mercy.  Make  us  true  followers  of  Him 
V  hi  m  Thy  loving  kindness  permit-;  u> 
to  call  our  elder  Brother— that  our 
hearts  may  turn  to  Him  anew  with  I  t  al 
1  -  with  faithful  obedience  and  con- 
secrated service.  May  Mi  be  ei  ii 
cur  thought:,  a  pattern  of  trust  in  Tliee. 
oi  fidelity  to  Thy  will,  of  assuranci  iliat 
in  all  our»afFlictiona  and  teraptatioi  we 
«  triumph  b)  Thy  grace;  and  ma>  we 
in  His  footsteps  all  the  way  In 
1 lis  name.  Amen. 

In  welcoming  new  members  inti  the 
I         al    Christian    Church    last    Sunday 

morning,  Rev.  Joseph  Newton  said,  just 
1       ire  his  scrmuii   on   Lincoln: 
The  LiBtRM.  Christian  Chu»ch. 

What  is  a  Church?  It  is  a  company 
oi  people  drawn  together  by  common 
and  aspirations  for  the  worship 
■  I  and  the  sen  ice  of  Mai  rom- 
rades  in  the  life  of  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Love.  What  is  a  Christian  Church:  It 
is  such  a  company  united  in  the  Name 
and  >i)ir; •.  of  Christ,  accepting  Him  as 
their  Redeemer  and  Leader  -the  Way. 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life 

What,  then,  is  a  Liberal  Chi 
Church?  It  differ-  from  the  others.not 
in  its  .--pint  and  aim — still  less  in  the 
Leader  whom  it  foil  -  bul  in  it! 
of  fellowship  and  the  method  it  em- 
ploys to  reach  the  same  nrccil  aoal  It 
doc-  not  a-k  a  man  to  say  /  believe,  but. 
instead,  a  bold  /  will,  following  Him 
v.  ho  said,  //  at:v  man  will  to  d^  His 
will,  l.e  shall  know  the  truth.  It  re<ts 
upon  a  unity  of  the  spirit,  not  upon  a 
U  rmity  of  opinion,  and  invites  men 
to  unite  in  the  search  fur  what  is  True 
and  the  service  of  what  is  Right. 

There    arc    two    conceptions    of    the 


of  those  who  ha\e  had  a  certain  experi- 
ence and  have  made  up  their  minds 
ab.-ut  certain  doctrines  of  faith.  These 
doctrines  may  be  stated  in  a  formal 
creed,  or  may  be  only  implied;  but  they 
are  conceived  of  as  propositions  to  be 
accepted  as  the  condition  of  full  fellow- 
ship. That  experience  may  he  deep  and 
revealing,  and  those  doctrines  may  be 
true;  hut  what  of  the  man  who  has  not 
enjoyed  that  experience  and  cannot 
bring  himself  to  accept  those  doctrines? 
Is  he  to  be  kept  out  of  the  Church  of 
Christ— shut  away  from  the  organized 
religious  life  of  the  community' 
No!     There  is  another  conception   oi 

,  the  church  as  a  fellowship,  not  of  those 

who  have  found  the  truth,  hut   who  arc 

-ecking    it  :   not   of   those   who 

ii  a.c  fixed  conclusioi  -.  hut  of  those  who 

[arc  making  brave  beginnings.  It  holds 
t  the  time  to  enter  the  church  1-  not 
when  all  question,  are  solved,  but  when 

!  tlie  uncertainties  and  hazards  are  most 
keenly  felt,  seeking  the  comradeship  of 
tl  who    are    struggling    together    ill 

quest     f  Truth  and  Righteousness. 

Such  is  the  spirit  and  basis  of  this 
(  h      Therefore    it    makes    no  creed 

©;•  rite  a  test  of  fellowship,  but  iinites 
rnen  and  women  of  all  creeds— and  such 
t  ave  been  unable  to  attain  t  an) 
firm  assurance  -to  unite  in  mutual  re- 
spect ami  goodwill,  for  the  worship  of 
f,  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus.  It  is  a 
Ch  ol    In  Free  Spirit,  founded  upon 

Freedom,  Friendship,  am!  Fraternity  in 
T  on— a  union  of  those  who  seek  thi 
Truth  which  makes  men  free,  the  1  aith 
|  ■  lakes    men    faithful     and   th(     I    >\  ■ 

t  life 

attained    this    Ideal. 
but  our  fa  set  toward  it,  ami  it  is 

tl      Motif  oi  nur  work  and  worship  to- 
gether     This  i-   no!   a   socictj    or 
i  ly.  human  be 

irgs  who  a-<-  a  little  weak  and  .t  little 
•  i  .oi, I  .<  little  bad  : 
folk  who  trv  hard  and  fail  much,  and 
who  .ra\e  that  Chanty  without  which 
tl  most  perfect  faith  is  nothing,  even 
i.    iie     invoke  the  mcro   of  Gj«. 

Vny  one  to  whom  tins  suiri:  appeal- 
i  -home  among  us.  whatever  his 
opinions  may  be  If  you  ha\r  more 
truth  than  we  ha\e  found,  we  need  your 
faith :  if  yon  have  found  '  >u  "c"<\ 

our    fellowship.     !f    you    arc    weary    of 
fruitless  quest  aim  baffled  h     i  ndli 
i  it    coine   and   walk    with   us   in   the 

V    ,  !'    ■      ■'  which   leadeth   evermore 

tn  Him  who  is  ihc  Truth,  and  whose 
I,  .  r  i-  nur  hulu  in  life  and  our  hone  in 
death.  For  those  who  hn\e  failed  there 
I  ,>.  for  those  who  have  linne.d  .here 
is  healing-  truth  for  all  to  find,  work 
f.-.r  all  to  do,  and  love  for  all  i     .. 


Sermon 
"I  h,.ii  - h n 1 1  lo\e  the  Lord  thy  I  .  d 
with  all  thy  heart,  with  alt  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  and 
rhv  neighbor  .1-  thyself."  Mark. 
I2:3U,  31. 

There  *as  never  a  truer  saying  than 
that  of  Thomas  Carlyle  when  he  said 
that  the  religion  of  a  man  is  the  chief 
fact  concerning  him.  By  religion  he 
meant,  as  he  went  on  to  explain,  not 
the      rce.J  which    a    man    will    sub- 

i   .     •    or  otherwise  give  his  assent:  not 
that  necessarih  :  often  not  that  at  all 
for    \e  see  men  of  all  degrees  of  worth 
and    wortidessness    signing    all    manner 


01     u  ecus.       1 111s    is    doi    wnax     11c    c<uv; 

religion,  this  assertion — which  mav 
come  from  the  outworks  of  the  man,  it- 
even  so  deep  as  that. 

No;  by  religion  he  meant  that  which 
a  man  practically  belives — often  enough 
without  asserting  it  to  himself,  much 
less  to  others — that  which  he  lays  to 
heart,  acts  upon,  and  therefore  knows  to 
be  true  concerning  this  mysterious  uni- 
verse and  his  duty  and  destiny  in  it. 
That  is  in  all  cases  the  primary  thing 
in  him.  arid  creatively  determines  all 
the  rest:  that  is  his  religion.  If  you 
know  that  about  a  man  you  know  what 
kind  of  a  man  he  is.and  what  he  will 
do.  It  is  as  a  man  thinks  in  his  heart 
and  acts  in  his  life  that  tells  wjiat  his 
real    religion    is. 

So,  then  it  is  for  this  primary  thing 
in  Lincoln  that  we  are  sex-king — the 
faith  and  principle  on  which  he  acted, 
and  which  gave  form  and  color  to  his 
character.  It  is  to  be  found,  not  in 
his  use  of  Bible  imagery — though  he 
knew  the  Bible  and  its  music  echoes 
in  his  eloquence —nor  yet  in  his  word^ 
of  goods  will  to  the  men  of  this  or  thai 
sect  :  but  in  the  hher  of  his  soul,  thJ 
qualities  of  his  mind,  and  most  of  all 
in  die  open  book  of  his  life.  He  be-; 
longed  to  no  church,  he  signed  no  creed.', 
Yet  he  was  deeply  religious,  and  hist 
faith  was  so  much  a  part  of  his  very- 
being  that  one  must  analyze  him  in1 
order  to  find  it.  His  mind  was  so  moral, 
and  his  morality  so  intelligent,  that  they 
cannot  be  set  the  one  over  against  the 
other  Had  he  been  a  complex  man  it 
would  be  easy  to  solve  the  riddle,  In- 
stead, he  was  a  great  and  simple  man, 
and  like  all  simple  men  there  was  a 
certain  mystery  about  him — a  mystery 
1  >o  simple,  perhaps,  to  he  found  out. 

Even  the  most  casual  student  of  Lin- 
cob:  mij<t  see  that  he  was  by  nature 
profoundly  religious,  If  am-  one  would 
know  the  basis  01  his  character  and 
the  secret  of  his  life,  11  is  found  in  bis 
faith  The  ruling  principle  of  his  be- 
ing was  not  intellectual,  social  or 
political,  but  religious.  His  practical 
life,  said  flerndon,  Was  spiritual.  Faith 
111  Cod,  in  the  might  of  right,  yi  the 
efficacy  of  truth,  in  his  own  life  as  some- 
how set  apart  bj  destiny  to  a  peculiar 
work,  ginded  him  Such  a  character 
inspire;  a  kind  of  awe.  Men  bow  to  it. 
feel  themselves  in  the  presence  of  some- 
thing fine  and  true  and  inspiring,  and 
ire  ti  uched  with  a  sense  of  wonder  and 
regret  -thinking  of  the  investment  of 
their  own  power  of  light  and  leading 
among  men. 

Was  Lincoln  a  Christian?1  Yes,  and 
fii-  question  is  never  to  be  settled. 
.  e  both  answers  are  right.  If  by 
a  Christian  we  mean  one  who  holds  to 
certain  dogmas  about  Christ — the  man- 
111  1  of  His  birth,  the  nature  of  His  per- 
-  >ii  lli<  relationship  to  the  denial  and 
the  works  He  wrought  -then  Lincoln  was 
not  a  Christian.  He  rejected  the  dog- 
mas of  an  infallible  revelation,  of 
vicarious  atonement — one  bearing,  liter- 
ally, ihe  guilt  of  many—of  miracles,  of 
eternal  torment  of  the  wicked.  In  his 
t  ait  h  there  were  no  accidents,  no 
miracles.  He  was  a  theist,  if  not  a 
fatalist  -though,  as  we  shall  see,  in  his 
latter  life  the  Unseen  Power  became 
for  him  more  personal,  more  responsive 
to  appeal.  But  he  did  not  attain  to 
faith  in  the  theology  of  the  church,  and 
if  we  judge  him  by  that  test  he  was  not 
a  (  hristian.  Such  is  the  simple  fact, 
and  it  is  untrue  to  him  to  try  to  make 
it  appear  other  than   it    really  was. 

But  if  by  a  Christian  we  mean  one 
who  honors  Christ  and  follows  Him  a* 
a  teacher  of  truth  and  a  way-shower  of 
life;  one  who  is  honest,  just,  true,  merci- 
ful, tender  and  pitful  of  heart;  a  man 
who  loves  his  fellow  man — then  Lincoln 
was  a  Christian.  The  word  which  St. 
LauHmlo^^^r^Y^rvyiUifaith^inJhop^ 
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n  .  -lie 
S]  it  01  th<  ermon  on  the  Mount,  If 
is  a  part  of  the.  surprise  and  grandeur 
of  his  life  that  lie.  with  his  early  scept- 
icism and  his  growing  cosmic  piety, 
should  be  looked  upon  as  the  most 
Christ-like  man  of  his  age. 

Let  us  be  frank  with  Lincoln  and  with 
I  our  own  hearts.  If  your  doubt  is  deeper 
■  and  nobler  than  my  faith,  it  is  more  re- 
ligious than  my  faith — for  to  doubt 
I  divinely  is  a  greater  thing  than  to  be- 
'  lieve  meanly.  If  you  deny  my  dogma 
as  being  unworthy  of  the  truth— deny 
it,  tliat  is.  in  behalf  of  a  larger  and  truer 
vision — your  denial  is  truer  than  my 
faith.  The  theology  taught  when.  Lin- 
coln was  a  lad  was  primitive  and  crude, 
offending  alike  his  reason  and  his  heart. 
Its  emphasis  was  not  so  much  upon  the 
duties  of  this  life  as  upon  the  need  of 
escaping  the  wrath  to  come  after  death. 
Lincoln  revolted  against  it,  and  was  for 
a  time  a  reader  of  Volney,  Voltaire, 
and  Paine — books  crude  enough,  but  not 
more  crude  than  the  dogmas  they  at- 
tacked. He  even  wrote  an  essay  against 
the  creed  of  the  church,  denouncing  it 
as  untrue — but  one  of  his  friends  put 
it  in  the  stove.  All  of  which  shows  that 
he  was  a  man  who  thought  much  of 
these  things,  and  that  he  was  not  afraid 
to  think. 

Of  course  he  was  called  a  skeptic,  an 
infidel — and  in  those  days  such  epithets 
branded  a  man  with  odium.  Many  men 
of  his  day  voted  against  Lincoln  on  the 
I  plea  that  he  was  an  infidel.  Peter  Cart- 
'  wright  used  it  against  him  in  their  race 
for  Congress.  No  matter;  not  for 
office,  not  for  any  kind  of  honor  offered 
by  men,  would  Lincoln  so  much  as  let 
it  «Se  implied  that  he  believed  what  he 
could  not  honestly  believe  to  be  true. 
Nothing  could  bribe  or  frighten  him  to 
betray  the  integrity  of  his  own  soul. 
All  honor  to  the  man  who  dares  to  be 
true  to  himself  even  if  he  must  stand 
against  the  world,  and  suffer  for  it! 
Such  a  spirit  is  of  the  very  staff  of 
which  religion  ought  to  be  made ! 

But  Lincoln  was  not  a  man  to  stop 
with  a  mere  denial  of  the  faith  of  other 
men.  No  great  and  deep  soul  can  live 
on  protest  alone.  Still  less  did  he  give 
way  to  an  easy  atheism,  as  the  manner 
of  s'ome  is.  Early,  while  it  was  yet 
morning,  sorrow  cast  over  him  a  long 
shadow  which  clung  to  his  spirit,  like 
a  dark  robe,  to  the  very  end.  His 
sweetheart  died,  and  ever  after  her 
image  lived  in  his  dreamg — wrapped  in 
the  sweet  and  awful  mystery  of  death. 
Let  no  one  speak  lightly  of  the  love  of 
a  boy.  It  has  in  it  the  sanctity  of  a 
sacrament.  Then  followed  disappoint- 
ment, defeat,  baffled  ambition,  and  hard 
struggle  with  the  hard  facts  of  life. 
Despite  it  all,  or,  rather,  because  of  It, 
Lincoln  grew  in  strength  of  mind  and 
depth  of  heart.  It  takes  a  long  time  to 
make  such  a  man,  and  Lincoln  was  still 
growing  when  he  died.  As  life  deep- 
ened the  deeper  elements  of  his  nature 
began  to  emerage,  slowly,  imperceptibly, 
until  at  last  they  won  the  day. 

After  years  of  meditation  and  sorrow 
he  came  to  a  faith  of  his  own— a  kind  of 
sublime  Fatalism,  in  which  right  and 
truth  will  win  a^  surely  as  suns  rise 
and  set.  This  faith  fed  his  soul  and 
was  the  hidden  spring  of  his  strength, 
Ms  valor,,  and  his  unbending  firmness. 
If  was  the  secret  of  his  character,  of 
his  patience,  of  his  prophetic  insight. 
Holding  to  the  moral  order  of  the  world, 
he  knew  that:  truth  will  prevail  whatever 
he  the  posture  of 'the  hour.  Men  may 
delay  it,  but  they  can  in  nowise  stay 
its  slow  and  inevitable  advance.  Upon 
,this  faith  he  built  his  life,  and  though 
wind  and  flood  beat  upon  it  with  fury, 
he  could  not  be  moved.  In  his  moods 
jyf    mp]?nrhr>]v.    wbirh    w^rr    manv    and 


fidence.  not  so  mu  mal  p         r — 

though,  later,  that  ccame  !  rst  a 
necessity,  then  a  habit — as  a  deep,  inner 
trust  in  God.  And  in  this  faith,  forced 
upon  him  by  the  facts  of  life  and  the 
needs  of  his  own  soul,  he  found  peace 
and  power 

No  doiibt  to  man}',  as  to  myself,  such 
a  faith  seems  far  below  what  we  have 
a  right  to  hold.  But  if  you  would 
understand  why  Lincoln  found  no  other 
— until,  perhaps,  in  the  last  years  of  his 
life — you  must  know  the  quality  of  his 
mind.  He  had  a  profound  and  penetrat- 
ing intellect.  The  very  lucid  sagacity 
of  his  mind  was  itself  genius.  But  it 
was  a  practical  mind,  more  contem- 
plative than  speculative,  and  it  took 
nothing  for  granted.  Of  the  skyey 
genius  of  Plato  and  Emerson  he  had 
none.     Emerson    he    could    not    under- 


Pancer.        or    n  Mimu         lAii  .. 

where  Emerson  walked  was  an  un- 
known world.  No,  Lincoln  Jived  in  a 
dim  world,  under  a  sky  as  grey  as  a 
tired  face.  He  was  a  logician,  albeit 
subdued,  at  >  times,  by  a  wondering, 
meditative,  pensivencss  of  soul.  Such 
a  mind  has  all  the  handicaps  that  go  to 
make  up  good, sense.  It  is  never  radi- 
cal; it  does  not  outrun  facts  to  see  what 
the  end  will  bej  it  is  slow,  cautious, 
conservative — and,  in  fact,  sees  life  for 
less  than  it  is.  Still,  it  deals  with  facts 
as  they  are,  not  theories,  and  is  con- 
tent to  take  one  step  at  a  time. 

Naturally,  to  such  a  man  faith  is 
difficult,  and  many  things  which  seem 
clear  to  others  are  dim  to  him.  One 
finds  this  type  of  mind  most  often 
among  men  of  action.  A  thinker  may 
have  wings,  but  a  man  who  does  things 
must  walk  on  earth,  sometimes  in  the 
midst  of  thorns.  Lincoln  thought  from 
the  ground  up  —  thought  as  if  no  one 
had  ever  thought  before.  Often  his 
thinking  carried  him  to  the  border  of 
that  awful  darkness,  that  obscurity  be- 
yond knowledge  which  encompasses  on 
all  sides  our  little  glimmering  field  of 
knowledge.  Then  it  might  be  seen  how 
he  held  aloof,  how  certain  he  was  not 
to  abandon  the  ground  of  facts,  how 
little  he  was  tempted  to  invade  the  Un- 
known. Always  he  fell  back,  trusting 
to  the  reality  of  the  moral  law  and  the 
power  of  the  One  greater  than  himself, 
whose  will  and  way  he  sought  to  learn. 
Perhaps  the  humor  of  Lincoln  has 
been  exaggerated  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  rest  of  his  powers — because  of 
its  exceeding  aptness.  Nevertheless,  it 
was  a  part  of  hw  religion,  as  It  mU6t  be 
of  all  religion  that  is  sane.  Even  in  the 
life  of  Jesus  there  trickles  a  rivulet  of 
sweet  delicate,  rippling  humor.  It  was 
a  part  of  His  divine  sanity,  and  some 
of  His  words  cannot  be*  interpreted 
without  seeing  between  the  lines  a 
smile.  Humor  is  a  sense  of  distance,  of 
proportions,  of  limits,  of  values,  and 
properly  to  recognize  values  is  not  to 
be  fooled  or  frightened  in*  this  valley 
of  illusion*.  Some  seels  would  vanish 
from  the  earth  if  their  adherents  had  a 
saving  sense  of  humor.  Some  dogmas 
are  too  funny  to  be  true.  As  Cicero 
said  of  atheism,  it  is  as  If  the  Iliad  of 
Homer  just  happened  as  the  results  of 
tossmg  the  Greek  alphabet  Into  the  air. 
So  also  pantheism.  It  tells  us  that  all 
things  are  divine — which  Is,  to  say  the 
least,  a  large  remark.  It  flatters  our 
vanity  to  know  that  we  are  divine,  but  ' 
when  we  hear  of  divine  oysters,  crabs, 
and  toads,  it  begins  to  be  absurd. 
Humor  pricks  the  bubWe,  and  it  ex- 
plodes— for  humor  at  its  best  is  of  the 
finest  essence  of  reason. 

But  that  Is  not  alL  For  all  his  fine 
poise  of  reason  and  his  wise  humor, 
Lincoln  was,  at  bottom,  a  mystic— 4hat 
is,  one  who  felt  that  the  Unseen  has 
secrets  which  are  known  only  to  minds 
fine  enough  to  see  and  hear  them.  His 
humor  kept  everything  In  its  place — 
including  himself.  It  taught  him  hum- 
ility, and  kept  him  from  being  too  im- 
placably wise  concerning  things  where- 
of no  man  knoweth.  None  the  less, 
there  was  a  window  in  his  mind  open- 
ing out  into  the  Unseen,  and  through 
that  window  came  influences,  intima- 
tions, of  which  no  one  may  speak — 
softening  his  relentless  logic,  teaching 
him  things  by  sight  and  sense  unknown, 
and  giving  his  spirit  a  nameless  grace. 
One  has  only  to  study  his  dreams  to 
see  something  of  this  mystery.  He  set 
no  great  store  by  these  premonitions  j  he 
even  distrusted  them — yet,  as  a  fact,  at 
times  of  danger  and  of  public  crisis 
he  was  warned.  Recall  that  dream  of 
a  ship  in  distress  at  sea,  which  came  on 
the  eve  of  disaster.     Some  daw  »--*—». 


~fc«  died  he  saw  himself  stxetcnea  on  nis  i 
bier,     and     heard     the     sobs     of     the 
mourners.    Such   a   man,   had   he   lived 
in    earlier    ages,    might    have   been    the , 
founder  of  a  faith.  I 

And  it  was  this  seer-like  quality  of 
soul,  hinted  to  us  in  his  dreams  and 
forefeelingj.  that  more  and  more  swayed 
Lincoln  towards  the  end.  For  the 
spiritual  drama  of  his  life  was  the 
struggle  to  free  his  soul  from  the  clutch 
of  fatalism.  At  last,  after  a  bitter 
fight,  he  won  his  liberty— and  he  won  it 
through  prayer.  In  early  life  he  felt 
that  he  was  in  the  grasp  of  iron  law — 
hence  his  denial  of  miracles — and  the 
the  awful  Supreme  Power  was  deaf  to 
the  pleadings  of  men.  But  in  the 
terrible  days  of  civil  war,  when  foes 
were  victorious  and  friends  seemed  to 
forsake  him— then  he  was  driven  to  his 
knees  and  learned,  not  in  thcoiv  but 
as  a  fact,  that  God  is  not  deaf,  but  that 
he  hears  and  helps  those  who  cry'  to 
Him  with  honest  hearts 

Two  years  ago  a  gray-haired  old  army 
chaplain — now    gone    to    his    reward — 
took   me  aside   and   told  me   this   story 
Having  an  errand  at  the  White  House. 
lie    found   the    cabinet    in    meeting,    and. 
thinking  he  was  intruding,  he  tin  nod  to 
go   out.     Lincoln    called    his    name,    and 
beckoned   him   to   remain   as    he   wanted 
to  6ee  him.     When  the  cabinet  had  gone. 
the    President    led    him    into    a    nearb)  j 
room    and    said,    with    uuutteru 
ness: 

"I    want   you   to   pray    for   me." 

Down  they  knelt  together,  the  sorrow-  i 
tul  President  and  the  humble  preacher. 
and  prayed —uttering  the  simple  words 
m  hirh  brave  men  speak  to  Almighty 
Kxl  in  the  desperate  hours  of  hie  The 
President  slowly  arose  Tears  stood  in  i 
his  eyes,  and  as  they  passed  oui  ol  tin- 
room  he  said,  in  a  tender  voice  "  Thank 
you."  Words  of  faith  in  God,  of  be-: 
lief  in  the  worth  of  prayer,  more  and 
more  found  their  way  into  his  letters, 
speeches,  and  state  paper-  1  rw  men 
have  ever  felt  more  deeply  the  help- 
lessness  of  man  both  as  to  strength  and 
wisdom,  and  the  helpfulness  of  God  in 
U,th.  Often  his  words  moved  with  the 
rhythm    and    cadence    of    Bible  c 

and  it  is  thus  thai  they  sti!l  walk  up  and 
down  in  the  In-.iri-  of  men 

What  is  tlu-  religion  of  Lincoln? 
Some  one  asked  his  wife  th.it  question 
he  replied  with  true  insight:  "It 
is  a  kind  of  poetrt  The  religion  "i 
Lincoln  was  none  other  than  a  simple. 
homespun  morality,  touched,  glorified 
and  made  luminous  b)  ili«-  poetry  of 
faith  and  the  power  of  prayer  the  light 
that  never  was  on  land  or  <ea  tailing 
upon  it.  That  light,  a  flickering  ray  at 
first,  became,  toward  the  end.  a  calm 
and  steady  glow.  It  got  into  his  word*, 
and  they  seem  to  this  day  full  of  ever 
new  prophetic  meanings.  No  man  of 
state  in  this  land  ever  made  so  pro- 
found a  religious  impression  and  appeal 
as  Lincoln  did  in  his  last  years  He 
spoke,  at  times,  like  a  prophet  of  old. 
i  Amidst  the  wild  hell  of  war  he  pleaded 
|  for  mercy  and  the  love  that  forgives. 
The  very  soul  of  the  man  shone  forth 
in  his  words  and  in  his  works  of  mercy : 

"  \  power  beyond  the  reach  ef  art, 
A  pure  and  mighty  heart." 

•  Carpenter,  the  artist   who   painted   his 

Eicture.  asked  him  as  to  his  religion,  and 
e   replied:     "I    have   never    joined    any 
church,   but   when  any   church   will  in- 


scribe over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  quahnca- 

tion   for  membership,  the  words  of  the 

Savior.   'Thou   shalt    love   the    Lord   thy 

God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  i 

.soul,  and  thy  neighbor  as   thyself;  that 

church  will  I  join  with  all  my  heart  aiul 

j  with    my    soul. "     All    churches    inscribe 

those  words  over  their  altars,  but  they 

|  inscribe    so  many  other   things   that   the 

,  gem  is  lost  in  the  setting— and,  alas,  too 

!  often  they  make  the  other  things  equally 

I  essential.        Lincoln    asked    that    all    he 

I  erased   save   love  of    God   and    love   ol 

!  man — and  some  day  the  church   will  do 

!  it.     When  she  does  so  she  will  be  fol- 

!  lowing  her  Master,  and  men  like  Lincoln 

1  and  Hay  will  not  be  kept  c>iu  by  dog-mas 

j  and  rites  which  they  cannot  honestly  ac- 

I  ccpt. 

.Nothing  more  noble  than  the  character 
of  Lincoln  has  ever  been  seen  in  this 
land.  The  nearer  one  comes  to  the  real 
I  man,  the  more  one  knows  about  him, 
the  more  stainless  and  jus-t  he  seernes 
I  to  be.  All  men  now  know  that  the 
saving  of  t'ne  L'niuii  was  the  one  over- 
mastering passion  of  his  life,  and  that 
whoever  else  might  lose  heart,  let  go 
of  faith,  or  sink  into  self-seeking,  that 
Lincoln  would  never  do  Here,  m  the 
elemental  qualities  of  the  man — his 
courage,  his  honor,  his  loyalty  to  the 
ideal,  his  melting  pit)  and  Ins  delicate 
justice,  Ins  scorn  ol  dishonor,  his  con- 
tempt for  cowardice,  his  instinctive 
championship  of  the  weaker  partv  ;  here 
the  faith  on  which  he  acted  is  unveiled 
as  it  could  never  be  shown  us  in  an) 
list  oi  log  ,.  His  hi'.,  like  the-  life 
of  the  Master  was  founded  upon  love 
— and  the  ju-ticc  that  is  born  of  love 
That  love  made  him  suffer,  as  love 
alw.es  does,  and  in  the  fien  furance  of 
that  suffering  he  was  purified,  exalted, 
ami  taught  the  truth  "♦'  ^l  UqUm  cLz- 
greatest—  tl.. it    God   is    Love. 

In  one  ol  his  earl)  speeches  he  speaks 
of  "the  political  reliM  n"  oi  this  re- 
public. Xo  ma:,  ever  had  a  loftier  con- 
ception of  the  sanctit)  "t  law,  of  the 
sjcramental  meaning  of  the  state,  than 
Lincoln  had  His  oath  of  office  v\a-  .1 
msecrati  m  I  le  s^, ,.  ■  !  in  the 
White  lloiisr  a  high  priest  of  Humai  i 
an  awe-struck  ministrant  in  the  temple 
of  God  performing  the  rites  of  libert 
jiistiee.  and  pit) — presiding  over  an 
offering  of  Mood  and  tire  and  tears 
God  of  mercy!  what  a  bloody  sacrifice! 
Hi-  was  a  man  of  God—  tall  01  oul, 
gentle,  j  I   wise,  and  of   his   fame 

iht-re  will  be  no  end ! 
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I  bearing,   literally,   the  guilt   of   many—    last  they  won  the  day. 

J  of  miracles,   of  eternal   torment   of   the        After   years   of   meditation   and    sor- 


wicked.  Tn  his  faith  there  were  no  ac- 
cidents, no  miracles.  He  was  a  thelst, 
if  not  a  fatalist  —  though,  as  ire  shall 
see.  in  his  hitter  life  the  LTnaeen  Power 
became   for   him   more   personal,    more 


f'1*'  he  came  to  a  faith  of  his  own— a 
kind    of  sublime   Katalism,     in     whiijh 
right  and   truth  will    win  ns   surely   as 
suns) rise   and    set.      This    fahh   fed   his; 
K"ul  and  was  the  hidden  spring  of  his  I 


"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  ail 
thy  soul,  and  will  all  thy  mind,  and 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  Mark. 
12:30,    31. 


responsive  to  appeal.  Hut  he  did  nol  strength,  his  valor,  and  his  unbending 
attain  to  faith  in  the  theology  of  the  firmness.  It  was  the  secret  of  hlsch  i 
'church,  and  if  we  judge  him  by  that  ''  '.' r;  °'  his  Patience,  of  his  prophetic 
■  test  he  wa.s  nor  a  Christian.  Such  Is  I  'ns*srht.  Holding  to  the  moral  order  of 
j  the  simple  fact,  and  it  is  untrue  to  him  i lhe  world,  he  knew  that  truth  will 
ito  try  to  make  it  appear  other  than  it  {'"  vail  whatever  he  the  posture  of  the 
.    iij    was  hour.     Men  may  delay  it.  but  they  can 

But  if  by  a  Christian  we  mean  one"1  ,lowise  "«>'  »ls  slow  and  Inevitable 
.who  honor*  Christ  and  follows  Him  us  ;■"""■  P°n  this  faith  he  built  hrs 
a  teacher  of  truth  and  a  wav- shower  "  'iml  ll,ough  wind  and  flood  beat 
o  life;  ,ne  who  is  honest  lust  true  upon  ."  "!lh  furv-  he  could  not  be 
merciful,  tender  and  pitiful  of  heart'1'1','"',  ln  hls  :"'""ls  of  melancholy.; 
a  man  who  loves  his  fellow  man— then '  wnich  were  manj  and  black,  he  threw 
Lincoln    was   a   Christian       The     word    mmscl|    uJ>on   tr"s   confidence,     not    sol 

n    formal   prayer -though,    later, 
first   a    necessh  > ,   t  hen  a 


which    St.    Paul      linked    forever    with  i , 

faith  and  hope,  and  which  he  declared    ,     ''      ' 

n  a  1 1  it 


the  creed  tQ  which  a vill  subscribe     o  ha   e  tin    spirli  of  Chrlai   is  to  he    n 

or  otherwise  asseiil  to:   not  that  neces-  |Chrislian,   surelj    Lincoln  was  a  Chris 
.sarlly;   often  not   that  at  all — since  we  man,    If  ever  ■   one      He 

•6ee  men  of  all  degrees  of  worth  and  j  came  nearer  than  most  men  to  livinc 
worthlessnessj  signing  all  kinds  of  his  life  in  accord  with  the  truth  and 
creeds.     This  is  not   what   he  calls   re-  [spirit   of  the  Sermon  on   the  Mount.  It 

i    pari    of    the    surprise    and    gran- 


a  faith  seems  far  below  what  we  have 
a  right  to  hold.  Rut  if  you  would  un- 
derstand why  Lincoln  found  no  other*— 
until,  perhaps,  In  the  last  years  of  his 
lifi  you  must  know  the  quality  of  his 
mind,     lie  had  a   profound     and  pene- 

liglon,  this  assertion— which  may  come  I        '    i'ir!    of    the   surprise    and    grnr      "•'""*''    intellect.     The    va/v.  lucid   sa- 

only    from    the    outworks    of    the    man     "' ■"«"  of  his   life   that  he,   with   his  early    K;"  llv   "f  his    mind     was   its.  .f  genius. 

If  even  so  deep  as  thai  ptlclsm  and  his  growing  cosmic  Rul  ''  was  a  practical  mind,  more  con- 
Car  from   »t      Uv   religion   he  mpnni     Piel>''    should    be    li i    upon    as    the    templative  than  speculative,  and  it  took 

ha     velum,,    „r,'  ,  V,        ,fum.^2l    most  Christ -like  man  of  his  age.  nothing  for     granted.     Of     the.    skyey 

.Men  enough  w  SSiiS  n  Le«   "s  be  frank  wl,h   Mnco,n     an''    *!"""1!i  '"'  P,at0  Rnd     EmerBon  he  had 

i.him««if    J,  '  erting  It  even     W|th  our  own  hearts.     If  your  doubt  Emerson    he  could     nol    bndei     - 

a hi       he  i.  ■:'",     i        '  eeper  •'""  nobl"  lhan  •">■  'alth    l    '  Ll *"   he   loved   banning   and  ! 

then.r     L  "    « .      i      .  r  ""  upon  than    my    faith     for    ...  Parker.      Tor   him    the     sunlit    uplands 

i    i    greatc.    lhin«   than  where    Emerson    walked      was   an    un-  I 

I-    belli         i.  •  inly,      if  mv  known   world.     \\>.   Lincoln   lived    In   a 

dogma  g  unwori  truth  dim    world,    under  a   sky  as   grey  as  a 

denj    :      thai   Is,  In  behalf  of  a  larger  tired    face      He   was  a   logician,   albeil 

od   tru  ■    in-    your  denial   Is  truer  subdued,   at    tunes,     by     a    wondering, 

than    my    faith      The    iheologj    tauglu  meditative,    penslveness  of  soul      Such 

tells    when  Lincoln  was  t  is  primitive  |  a   mind   has  all   the  handicaps   Hint  go 

ading  •   his   reason  to    make    up   g...>,i    sens-      k    \s   n, 


this   mysterious   universe  and   hie 

and  di  ,t.     That   Is  I 

t!  ••  prlmarj   thing  .  .  him,  and  i  i  • 

ly   determines  all    thi    real  tl    is   his 

religion,     it   |i    t(  a  •   an   . 

heart    and    acts    iii    his    life    that 

what   his  i.  ai   religion   Is. 

B<     thei  .  II  is  fi  r  tin.-  prin  •■'    ,:l?<    heart,     lis  i  n  n  ,|,  p"fl  n0(  outrun  facts  to  see  I 

In    Lincoln    that    we    ure    seeking   -the     '  'P°n    '"'•  dunes   of   this    lift  |  what  the  end   will  be;    It   Is  slow,  cau- 

faith  and  principle  on  which  ■      ,c  "  ,h'    need  of  escaping  the  wrath    tli   .-      oi    ervatlve— and,    In    fact,    sees 

and  which  ga\.-  form   and  color   to  his    '"   '"'"  '  •'•'  '  ''"   '"'■  revoli    d    life   for  less   Hum     n    la      Still,  il   deal.. 

•  icter     It  i>  i..  he  found,  not  In  his    a-*''1!'-""  "•  ;"  idei     „lth   facts  a.s   they     are    not    theories, 

use  of  Itihie  Imagery— though  he  knev     '  f    v '  :! ■'  v      V'ollalrt    and    Palm  mil    Is    content    to    take   one   step  at   a 

llble  and   its    music  ... 

■'        attacked        Hi     e\vn         Naturally,    to    such      a    man    faith    Is 
■  '  '  ■'    "'•     Teed    ■  i    dlffii  ult,  and   many  things  whl  i.  seem 

in-h     lenounclne    II    as    null   h  .    ,  ,«,,.„     are  dim   to  hlln,     I 

"    I"    ''■'     finds    this    type   of     mind    most    often 

...  I  ...       \   thinker  may 

hut      a       man    n  ho    does 

creed.      Vi  ....  ne  was  nut  afraid  to    ,     „,  .st  walk  the  earth,  sometimes 

and    lus    faith    was   8 


eloquence— nor    yei    In    his    words    ..f 
*  will    t ..    I    .  ,,,-    t|.1(l 

but   In   the   flbei    ■ 
qualities  of  his  mind,    mcl   mosi   of  all 

>'       'I pen      bOOk     Of     his     life  li,-      I,,.. 


'  ery    being   that    one 

him  in  order  to  find  it.     in-,  mil    . 
so   moral,   and    in-    morality    so   Intelll- 
that    they    ,  .,  tinoi    I"-   >■  t    1 1  ■ 


,-    aWnd°thatUS' 
think 

■    « as  called    .  i  •  pi  Ic,  an 
-  ind    In    those    daj  ■    so.  h    epl- 
.  man  w  .ih  odium    Ms 
1  Lincoln  i  j  fir,",!,,  "of  \\w      awful 

.    .:'  .^:S  .IdS'STiiS!  g..ml: 

.ledge.      Then    il 

and  simple  man.  and  like  all  aim-    hJi...r  .'r'.  ."'.mYVi,.  ■ '    '     '    I  Lincoln  so    :",LM"   bf  seen  how  he  held  aloof,  how 

Pie    men    there    nrai    ..    cei    tin  Bti  mu    f     is     el    II    be  Implied    tl  il  '    '"'     '"'    wtiB     "nt    ln      ftbandon    lhp 


in      the      mldsl      of      thorns        Lin i 

i    1 1  "i.i    i  he  ground    up— thought 
no  one   had     e\  er  though)    before 
i  iften   his   1 1  in!  ing  carried   him   to   I  lie 

la  I  kin- 


'    —Hex    man    „    m Ih    e  "n  \he.r  race    fr,  matter"  h,m/mM"  V"  a"   B,des' 

the    riddle.      Inst.  ,,.,    Z      n  ,t    ["->  "'*   '"  |"     ",f 


i  .|     of     fat- 


he  m\        little    he       was  , 


him— a  mysterv    too  simple,  per-     lleved   whai    he  could   mu    honeatlj    he- 

to  be  found  i  /  lrue.     Nothing  could  brlb.  Pted  to  invade  the  Unknown.      vi 

>aJ      atmlent    nf T oi    frighten  him  to  betraj    the  lntegrii       "  "      ''    f'      ''     '     Ousting  to  the  real- 


All   honor  to  t  he  m  .  n 


■I      casual      student    r 

•In    most    see    thai     he    was    I 

ture  profoundly    religious      U 

would   know   th<-   basis  or  his  character 
and  the  -ecret  of  his  1 1 r-     u   is   found 

-    faith        The    ruling    prim  ,, 
his  i.eing-  was  noi  Intellectual    social  or 

al.    but    rellgl  Hi*    practl    ■  ..  Lincoln    ua-    not    a    man    to   st..,. 

nd  llerndon    was  spiritual    Kaitl     "'"'     '    ll"'1''    denial    of    the     faith    of 


Iij 


f   the   moral    law   and   the    power  of 
tru  iter   than    himself,    whose   will 


God.    in    the    might    of   right.    In    the 

Ley     Of    truth,     in     his     own     life    as 
somehow  set  apart   by  destiny   t..  a   pe- 
culiar work    guided  him.     Such  a  char 
■'■  '•  '   Inspiri  -  a  kind  ol  .  .  •       Men  bow 
to    it     feel    themselves    In    tin    pr< 
of  something  fine  and  true  and   .    -, 

and  are   toui  hed    w  it  i,   ..    ,,    ae  ,  ■ 

r   and    i  pgn  1       ll. inking  of  the   in- 

restment   ..f   their  own   p..*..-.-  ,,r  hgnt 
ami  leading  among  i  ten 

Was  Lincoln  .■   Christian?      ..Vs.  and 
The   qui  stlon  is  1  .-\  er   to   i  . 

'•«   hoi  i.  ■  9  are   right. 

a    Christian     u  .•    mean    one    who 
holds  to  certain  dogmas  about  Christ- 
ine manner  of  His  birth,   th 
His    person.     His 


of  Iii-   ..u  a    soul. 

be    irue    to   himself   <■    ■ 
n     si    stand    against    the    world     a"'l  way  he  sought  to  learn. 
-  .rr.-r   for   ii '      Such  a    spl   li    Is    >l         Perhaps    the    humor   of    Lincoln    has 
m-   yerj    stuff  ,,i    wl  .    ought  i  '  ■''         '  ""l  "f  •'ll   proportion 

t,.    he    IH...1.  j  tn    the    rest    of    his    powers — because    of 

n-  exceeding  antness.  S'evertheless,  II 
was  a  pai  i  of  his  religion,  as  li  musl 
In  if  all  religi. hi  ihai  j^  tane.  Rven 
In  the  life  ..f  Jesus  there  trickles  . 
nlet  of  sweet,  delicate,  rippling  humor. 
It    was  a    pari    of   Ills  divine  sanity,  and 


mi  a    No  great  and  .1.  ■ 
h\  •    on  pm     si        mi      Still  If  ss  did  hi 
xn<    waj    to   an    •  atheism,   as    the 

manner    ..f    si  me    is       i:.n  Ij      « hile    ii 

was  >et  morning,  sorrow  cast  over  him  some  of  llis  words  cannot  be  Inter- 
a  long  shadow  which  clung  to  his  P'eted  without  seeing  between  Hie 
spirit,  like  a  dark  robe,  to  the  \  -i  .  Une>  ■  nili  Humor  Is  a  sense  of 
end  His  sweetheart  died,  and  ever  distance,  nf  proportions,  f  limits,  of 
..f;er  her  Image  lived  in  his  dreams  '.alios,  an.)  properly  lo  recognize  val- 
w rapped    In   the  sweel    and  awful   m\s-  I  ues  is  not   lo  be  fooled  or  frightened  In 

1-1  y  ol    death.      Let   me  speak   li>;h;-     this    valley    of    illusions.       Some      seets 

ly    of    the    love    of  a  boy.      li    has    In  would    vanish    from    Die    earth    If   their 

the  sanctity  of  a  sacrament.     Then  fol-    adherents    had    a    saving   sense    of    hu 
lowed    disappointment,    defeat,    baffled  !  mor.     Some   dogmas   are   loo   funn;     to 
ambition    and   hard  struggle   wiih     ih.     hi    trui       An   Cicero   <aid  of  atheism,  II 
hard    facts   •      ! < r—      Despite   it   all,   oi.  :  is  as   if  the   Iliad  of  Home/    jusl    hap- 


ratber,   because  of   It,    Lincoln   grew    In  pened   as      the    result      ,,f     tossing   the 

oirm.  the  natun    of    strength  of  mind   and    depth    of   heart.  Greek    alphabet    Into   the  air.     So   also 

relationship     i„     the    n    lakea   a    |,,nw,    ,iin,.    ,,,    makl.   su,  ,,   .,  pantheism,     li    tells   us   that  nil    things 

,;  '  "'    '"  ''    ,'"'    wo«"ks    He    wrougnt—    man.    and    Lincoln    was    still      grow,,,-  are   divlnt      which   is.  to  say    the  leasl 

■"   '•!'""'-!-  t  a  (  hristlan.     lie    when    he   di-. I.      As  lif.    deepened      tin  alargi    remark.     It  flatters  our  vanitv 

rejeciea    tne    dogmas    of    an    Infallible   deeper  elemi   its  of  his  nai  ..-  began  to  lo  know-  thai   we  are  divine    but  when 

on,  of  v lean       »  atonement— one  I  emerge,  slowly.   imDcrceptiuly,   until  at!  we   hear   o£    divine    oysters,    crabs.   a*4 


toaoU.    tt  be&ins   io.be  absui  .  ..tor 

pricks  the  bubble,  and  it  explodes — 
for  humor  at  its  b«st  is  of  the  finest 
essence  of  reason. 

But  that  is  not  "all."  For  all  his  fine 
poise  of  reason  ami:;  his  wise  humor, 
Lincoln  was,  at  bottom,  a  mystic — that 
rs.  one  who  felt  that  the  trnseen  has 
secrets    which      are      known      only    to 


|  the  ma.  ne  forth  ia  bis  worms  <*n^ 

I  in  his  works  of  mercy: 

"A  power  beyond  the  reach  of  art, 
A  pure  and  mighty  heart." 
Carpenter,  the  artist  who  painted  his 
picture,-  usked  him  as  to  his-  religion, 
and  ire  replied:  "I  have  never  joined 
any  church,  but  when  any  church  will 
inscribe  on   its   altar,   as   its  sole  quali- 


minds   fine    enough      to      see    and    hear  i  tication    for    membership    the    words    of 
them.      His    humor    kept    everything    in    t !ie   Savior,    'Thou    Shalt    love    the   Lord 

and  with 
all  they  soul,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self,' that  church  will  1  join  with  all 
my  heart  and  with  all  my  soul."  All 
churches  inscribe  those  words  over 
their  altars,  but  they  inscribe  so  many 


its        place — including  himself.        it    tny    God    with   all    thy    heart 

taught  him  humility,  and  kept  him 
from  being  too  implacably  wise  con- 
cerning things  whereof  no  man  know- 
eth.  None  the  less,  there  was  a  win- 
dow in   his  mind  opening  out   into  the 

Unseen,  and  through  that  window  j  other  things  that  the  gem  is  lost,  in 
came  influences,  intimations,  of  which  j  the  setting — and,  alas,  too  often  they 
no  one  may  speak — sottening  his  re-  ,  make  the  other  things  equally  essen- 
lentless  logic,  teaching  him  things  by  j  tial.  Lincoln  asked  that  all  be  erased 
sight  and  sense  unknown,  and  giving  I  save  love  of  God  and  love  of  man — 
his   spirit   a   nameless  grace.      One  has  I  and    some    day    the    church    will    do    it. 


only  to  study  his  dreams  to   see   sonit 
thing  of  this  mystery.     lie  set  no  great 


When   she  does  so   she   will   be  follow- 
ing her  Master,   and   men    like   Lincoln 


store  by   these    premonitions;    he   even i and  Hay   will  not  be  kept  out  by  dog- 

distructed      them — yet.      as    a    fact,    at  ,  mas  and  rites  which  they  cannot  hon- 

times  of  danger  and  of  public  crisis  he  I  estly  accept. 

was    warned.      Recall   that    dream    of   a 

ship  in  distress  at  sea,  which  came  on 

the  eve  of  disaster.     Some  days  before 

he    died    he   saw    himself    stretched    on 

his   bier,    and    heard      the    sobs    of   the 

mourners.     Such   a   man.   had   he   lived 


Nothing  more  noble  than  the  charac- 
ter of  Lincoln  has  ever  been  seen  In 
this  land.  The  nearer  one  comes  to  the 
real  man,  the  more  one  knows  about 
him.  the  more  stainless  and  just  he 
seems  to  be.  All  men  now  know  that 
in  earlier  ages,  might  have  been  the  j  the  saving  of  the  union  was  the  one 
founder  of  a  faith.  '  overmastering  passion   of   his   life,  and 

And  it  was  this  seer-like  quality  of  that  whoever  else  might  lo*. ■■■';  tffrjr*,  let 
soul,  'hinted  to  us  in  his  dreams  and  go  of  faith,  or  sink  into  sti.  ,  '  King, 
foreleelings,  that  more  and  more  that  Lincoln  would  never  do.  litre,  in 
swaj  ?d  Lincoln  towards  the  end.  For  ;  the  elemental  qualities  of  the  man — his 
the  spiritual  drama  of  his  life  was  the  j  courage,  his  honor,  his  loyalty  to  the 
struggle  to  free  his  soul  from  the  [ideal,  his  melting  pity  and  his  delicate 
clutch  of  fatalism.  At  last,  after  a  j  justice,  his  scorn  of  dishonor,  his  con- 
bitter  fight,  he  won  his  liberty — and  he  j  tempt  for  cowardice,  his  instinctive 
won  it  through  prayer.  In  early  life  j  championship  of  the  weaker  party; 
he  felt  that  he  was  in  the  grasp  of  i  here  the  faith  on  which  he  acted  is  un- 
iron  law — hence  his  denial  of  miracles  j  veiled  as  it  could  never  be  shown  us 
— that  the  awful  Supreme  Power  was  j  m  any  list  of  dogmas.  His  life,  like 
deaf  to  the  pleadings  of  men.  But  inithe  life  of  the  Master,  was  founded 
the  terrible  days  of  civil  war,  when  |  upon  love — and  the  justice  that  is  born 
foes  wfre  victorious  and  friends  :  0f  ]oVe.  That  love  made  him  suffer,  as 
seemed  to  forsake  him — then  he  was  ,  iove  always  does,  and  in  the  fiery  fur- 
driven  to  hla  knees  and  learned,  not  j  nat.(,  0f  that  suffering  he  was  purified, 
in  tehory  but  as  a  fact,  that  God  is  not|exyiteu  an(\  taught  the  truth  of  all 
deaf,  but  that  he  hears  and  helps  those  i  truths  the  greatest — that  God  is  Love. 
who  cry  to  Him  with  honest  hearts.  I  in  one  0{  hiss  early  speeches  he 
Two  years  ago  a  gray-haired  old  j  speaks  or  --the  political  religion''  of 
army  chaplain — now  gone  to  his  re- 
ward— toolc  me  aside  and  told  me  this  [ 
story.  Having  an  errand  at  the  White1 
House,  he  found  the  cabinet  in  meet- 
ing.,  thinking  he      was      intruding,      he 


this  republic.     No     man     ever     lead     a 

loftier    conception    of    the    sanctity    of 

law,  of  the  sacramental  meaning  of  the 

state,    than    Lincoln    had.      His    oath    of 

,  office   was   a    vow   of   consecration.     He 

I  turned    to   go   out.      Lincoln    called    his  1  stood  in  the  white  House  a  high  priest 

name,  and   beckoned   him  to  remain   as  j    f     Humanity,     an     awe-struck     minis- 


}  he  wanted  to  see  him.     When  the  cabi 
'  net  has  gone,  the  president  led  him  in-  j 

to    a    nearby   room    and   said,    with    tin- 
i  utterable    sadness: 

"I  want  you  to  pray  for  me." 
Down  they  knelt  together,  the  sor-  j 
rowful  president  and  the  humble  I 
preacher,  and  prayed— uttering  the  sim-  j 
pie  words  which  brave  men  speak  to 
Almighty  God  in  the  desperate  hours  | 
of  life.  The  president  slowly  arose.  ' 
Tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  and  as  they 
passed  out  of  the  room  he  said,  in  a 
tender  voice:  "Thank  you."  Words  of 
faith  in  God,  of  belief  in  the  worth  of 
prayer,  more  and  more  found  their 
way  into  his  letterB,  speeches,  and 
state  papers.  Few  men  have  ever  felt 
more  deeply  the  helplessness  of  man 
both  as  to  strength  and  wisdom,  and 
the  helpfulness  of  God  in  both.  Often 
his  words  moved  with  the  rhythm  and 
cadence  of  Bible  music,  and  it  is  thus 
that  they  still  walk  up  and  dowh  In 
•the    hearts   of  men. 

What   Is   the     religion      of     Lincoln?! 
Some  one  asked  his  wife   that  question  i 
and   she  replied  with  true   Insight:    "It  t 
is   a  kind   of   poetry."     The   religion   of  ; 
;  Lincoln -wa»  none  other   than   a   simple.  J 
homespun    morality,    touched,   glorified 
land   made  luminous  by    the   poetry     of 
faith  and     the    power    of    prayer — the 
1  light    that   never  was    on    land   or    sea 
■  falling  upon  it.     That  light,   a    flicker- 
i  lng   ray    at    first,    became,    toward    the  j 
•  f-nd     a   calm   and    steady   glow      It    got  ■ 
•Into  his  words,  and  thev  seem   to  this, 
^day  full  of  ever  new  prophetic  >  mean-  | 
ings.     No  man  of  state     in     this     iand 
ever  made  so  profound  a  ffeligJ  n iH  im- 
pression  and  appeal  as  Line         did  in, 
his  last  year*     He  spike,  at   I        s,  like; 
.a  prophet  of  old.     Arrjgsi  the   wild  hell, 
fef  war  he  pleaded '  fwjjfiercy  and    the  I 
bv<   tH&t   torsive*      Tlfip   very  soul   of  i 


trant  in  the  temple  of  God  performing 
the  rites  of  liberty,  justice,  and  pity— 7- 
presidlng  over  an  offering  of  blood  and 
tire  and  tears.  God  of  mercy!  what  a  ! 
bloody  sacrifice!  He  was  a  man  of 
God — tall  of  soul,  gentle,  just  and  wise,  ] 
and  of  his  fame  there  will   be  no  end!  j 


The  Religion  of  A,  Lincoln 


The  religion  of  a  man  is  the 
chief  fact  about  him  and  crea- 
tively determines  all  the  rest  '■' 
is  not  always  the  creed  to    . 

-  or  denies;  often  it  is  not 
that  at  all.  Some  men  formulate 
no  creed. 

Men  of  all  degrees  ol  worth 
and  worthlessness  profess,  or 
deny,  all  kinds  of  creeds.  That 
may  only  be  tradition  or  habit, 
and  docs  not  ro  to  the  centre. 
The  lift  ol  a  man.  his  spirit  and 
characti  n  ligion. 

What  he  lays  to  heart,  acts 
upon,  and  thercb;  about 

that    is    Ins    real    reli 
Lincoln  did  not  belong   to  any 
church,  and^hree  <  I  times 

•.ve  the  same  reason  why 
when  asked  about  the  ;ub 

"I     have     never    joined     any 

h.    but    when    ;>r.;.    church 

i  ibe   n\er   its  altar,  as 

the 

bership,     the     words     of     the 


Saviour,  'Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  v.  ah  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself '  that  church 
will  I  join  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul." 

It  not  a  church  member,  he 
went  to  church  more  regular!} 
than  many  church  foil:.  He  even 
attended  the  mid-week  prayer 
service,  going  into  the  study  of 
ihe  i-.  I  the  New  York  Avi 

ruie  Presb\  Lerian  Church,  v.  hi  re 
iuld  hear,  and  not  be  seen. 
He     believed,     profoundly,     in 
prayer. 

As  a  young  man  he  had  bei  n 
alist,  but  it  was  always  a 
!     fatalism     in     which     he 
trusted,    I  the  strain 

and  pressure  of  great  burdens, 
i  me  more  per  onal.more 

Intimate,  mnie  real. 

In    :  •    t  he  believed  in  a  I 
religion,  and  not  In  a  man- 
made  theology.    The  dogmas  of 


By  Joseph  Fort  Newton 

the  various  churches,  he  said, 
were  too  complicated,  if  not  con- 
tradictory. The  great  command- 
on  nts  of  Jesus  w<  re  enough. 

If  by  a  Christian  we  mean  one 
who  loves  Jesus  and  tries  to  fol- 
low Him  as  teacher  and  way- 
shower,  one  who  is  honest,  just, 
merciful,  and  magnanimous,  one 
who  dealt  with  his  fellows  with 
patient,  pitiful,  practical  love, 
in  private  life  and  public  office, 
then  Lincoln  was  a  Christian 
man. 

"A  Christ  in  miniature,"  Tol- 
stoi called  htm,  looking  across 
la. m  Russia  wlum  he  died.  He 
paid  "the  last  full  measure  of 
ion"  to  what  he  believed 
was  thi  .  and  will  of  God  for 
himsell  and  for  his  country. 

What  a  life  to  honor  and  re- 
member. Nothing  more  noble 
than  the  character  of  Lincoln 
has  been  seen  among  us  in  this 
new  world. 


More   on  Lincoln's  Religion. 

Editor  Buftalo  Express: — In  reply  to 
E.  O.  Rathbone's  courteous  inquiry  as 
to  the  source  of  my  information  con- 
cerning Abraham  Lincoln's  religious 
belief.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I 
copied  it  from  a  clipping  in  the  scrap- 
book  of  the  late  Dr.  William  II.  Gail, 
who  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  116th 
New  York  Voluuteers  In  the  Civil  war 
and  who  was  an  admiring  collector  of 
Lincolniana.  I  also  have  the  same  sen- 
timent framed  in  my  office,  published 
witli  Lincoln's  portrait  by  T.  Sheahan. 
Boston.  Mass.,  marked  "Famous  Say- 
ings of  Abraham  Lincoln"'  and  headed, 
'"Lincoln's  Idea  of  Christianity." 

Mr.  Rathboue  will  find  an  illuminat- 
ing interview  on  The  Religious  Belief 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  m  the  Dresdeu 
edition  of  Robert  <J  Ingersoll's  works, 
Vol.    xli  ,    f<>llo   L'47    to   2i>L.     The    most 


ohaustive  and  authentic  researches  oQ 
the  Question  o,  Abraham  Lincoln's  re- 
Ugioua  beliel  ,a,.  i„.  ,■„„„,,  JM       ,     . 
auUiled  Six  Histori,  Americana: Patoe 
/efferson.   Washington,  Pranklm    Un' 
;'"■„ £»  ■.""•■•i'ii.r.,  and  Savior-  of 
""Republic,  Free  Thinker     bj  John 
K.  Remsburg.     Th.s  book  devotes  33fl 
Pages  to  the  question    Abraham    Lin 
coin.    Was  he  .,  Christian?    Every  el£ 
care  searcher  for  truth  should  read  it 
n  'm  ,      JWSTAV  A.  POHL,  Mn 
Buffalo,  March  19th.     /<+// 


\ 
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Lincoln,  the  Christian. 


Among  all  the  leaders  flung  across  our 
national  history,  like  a  loft>  range  of 
mountains,  then  towers  one  peak  above 
all  the  rest,  bearing  about  its  shoulders 
the  i  ternal  robe  of  pui  itj  and  • 
with  the  light  of  undying  fame  — the 
greatest  and  best  of  all  <>,ir  statesmen 
Abraham  Lincoln.  It  is  natural  thai  aboul 
sucb  a  character  as  Lincoln,  coming  to  his 

at  -  it  b  .i  > ■  r i > i s  in  our  national  af- 
fairs, shouldering  a  burden  which  was. 
as  he  himself  said  at  Springfield  on  that 
dull  February    morn   m  started  tor 

Washington,    'Greater    than    the    burden 
laid  upon  the  Bhoulders  of  Gi  Wash- 

ington,   himself,1    holding     In 
hands  the  destiny  of  the  Nation  and 
in.-  the  course  of  it-  future  history,  there 
ild    cluster    man;,     and     various    In- 
quiries     What  was  ins  rank  as  a  states- 
man, as    in  orator,  as  a  military  ; 
.i-  .i  raoldi  r  .iini  maker  of  public  opinion? 
To   thest    questions    thi  U    consent 

generation  has  n  i  urned  f;iirly  uni- 
form answera    As  .i  .->  he  Is  con 

I   in  be  the  peer  ol  anj   of  bis 
if  not  of  ai  .i-  an  orato 

tysbu  a  is    ranked    as   the    rim  bi 

the  English  tone  •  is  a  mill- 
tar)  lea  ler  he  conducted  tin  greatest 
Nation  <>f  the  earth  through  one  of  the 
severest    trials   bj  world    has 

known;  as  a  molder  ami  maker  of  public 
opinion  h<-  was  an  Incomparable  genius, 
with  whom  none  can  bi  likened  who  went 
before  or  who  have  come  after  him  His 
position  among  the  first  half  di 
of  the  world's  history  Is    •      n 


Bv  Eu.mi'.nu  J.  Kru\  D.D. 


l'.ut  one  question  keeps  recurring,  Was 
Abraham  Lincoln  a  Christian?  That  it 
should  be  asked  so  frequently  shows  an 
obscurity  in  the  conception  of  what  con- 
stitutes a  Christian  it  is  attempted  to 
answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative 
bj  gleaning  from  the  speed  -  -  and  writ- 
<if  the  gnat  war-time  President,  the 
intimations  ol  his  belief  In  the  doctrines 
of  Christian.!)  But  Christianity  is  not 
a  doctrine  to  which  a  man  assents  It  is 
a  life  which  a  man  lives.  It  Abraham 
Lincoln  did  not  exhibit  the  qualitii 
a  Christian  life,  then  the\  never  have 
I  in  all  the  ages  of  the  Christian 
era  The  real  question  at  issue  is  not, 
Did  he  join  a  Church  or  did  he  sa.\  he 
was  a  Christian?  but,  Was   he  a  Christian 

in  the  essential  spirit  of  his  lifi 

can  i>-   onlj  on<   answer  to  a  question  like 

that 

I.I  \uil  N      Waij     A     Moi;  M      i  .1   \  1 1   ^ 

Mi-  character  had  a  moral  inundation 
the    broad  ad    di  epi  st    t  tial    our    age 

ami  land  have  seen     He  had  a  genius  for 
moi  al>      He  question   by   Its 

!  quality     He  ranks  with  and  perhaps 
he    outranks    the    old    Hebi  prophets 

He    flamed    with    a    seii- 

a.s  Intense  as  that  which  fired  vnioa  He 
incompromlslng  In  matters  of 
principle  as  an  Elijah,  it  was  ibis  moral 
vision  which  lined  his  career  out  ol  the 
shifting  sands  of  men  •  pediences  and 
to  ii  a  far-seeing  statesmanship,  a 
prophetic  insight   Into  the  final 


a   policy    that    seems   like   a  supernatural 
inspiration 

This  moral  quality  permeated  every 
part  of  his  nature.  It  controlled  his  pri- 
vate life  as  well  as  his  public  policy.  Ills 
neighbors  called  him  "Honest  Abe."  It 
dictated  his  habits  of  speech  lie  never 
misrepresented  a  fact  for  purposes  of 
political  gain.  This  was  the  real  secret 
of  his  victory  over  Douglas  in  the  famous 
cries  of  debates,  it  was  this  quality, 
ripening  as  his  life  matured,  that  finally 
gave  sucb  distinction  to  his  Style  and 
stamped  him  as  the  greatest  orator  of  his 
da] 

This  moral  quality  was  enfolded  in  a 
spirit  of  tolerance,  of  charity,  of  forgiving 
ncss.  thai  loiihe.i  n  ui  us  austerity  and 
made  the  man  with  the  conscience  of  a 
prophet  and  a  Puritan  the  kindliest  and 
most  lovable  human  of  his  day.  Malice 
and  resentment  had  no  place  in  his 
spacious  nature  In  the  midst  of  the  bit- 
terest controversj  that  has  ever  shaken 
this  land,  where  the  hottest  passions  were 
developed,  be  never  spoke  a  word  of  bate 
or  malice  He  was  incapable  of  feeling 
hati i  d  or  malice.  Those  who  differed 
from  him  were  never  Objects  of  retalia- 
those  who  fought  against  him  were 
always  his  brethren,  though  In  arms. 
The  world  has  never  een  the  like,  a 
in  the  most  virulent  of  all  strug- 
a  struggle  between  brothers,  who 
!..  .•!  lost  ibe  equipoise  of  serene  mag- 
nanimity, who  directed  his  course  "with 
malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all, 
with  firmness  In  the  right  as  God  gave 
him  to  see  the  right 


WRI  GftT 


\UNCOLN  JOINED 

1    no    DENOMINATION 

\YctHe  Was  a  Praying  Man, 
Believing    the    Bible   and 
Christianity. 


"w't-y  man  have  n^tthe^ 

of   ChrUt.    he    is    none    of    lit* 

"Sanam    Uncoln    was  alway.  £ 
ceed.ngU     r. itlcent    In    rega d     O  hie 

re,iBlous  view-  b»  /  :slrlKlnB 

elves    irreatt-r    force    w 

l„s  proclamation.  «nn  P«bl,t  *?' 
dressJ  a""  that  hi.  life  »«  «J«- 
JSTS  t^  blgbeat   r*"*10™   V'"' 

1    Hi.   parents   were    paptlats  in 

Illinois,    the    Uncoln.    una 

lht.    peopta    then    aommonty    known 

B8     .-ClunpbeHlUa."     from     Al.xa.u1 

Campbell,   their   rirst   leadei 

The  charge  brought  against  AbM 

ham   Uncoln   that  he   was  an  "M^ 

tic    arose    from    the    fact    that    when 
a   youns   man    In   Sglem.    In      »»< 
prepared    a    review    Of    Pain    B      Age 

of  Rum,"  r"r  a  ,u'rars  '        ' 
n  ..  neighborhood.   »    bad.   to  aom- 
est.nt.  mdoraed  th«  view,  of   Paine. 
„,,    fl,..nd.    sam    Hill,    burned    th. 
.nanu^np.    and    later     In     lite    be 
thanked   Hill  for  deatroj  ,ng ,   it.  be 
cau,e   it  turned   hi,   thought!   1     • 
,„,„,.   direction.   Uncoln   wa.   Inter 
I   in   .Plrltuallin.  but  he  often 
exnresi  ed    nis    m  ku-  ... 

S3    did    it   com.    about  that   . 
"     who    waa    »    profound    a    b. 

™e"er7n  th.  Chrlstl. .Ion  never 

o,ned   a   church?    In    bl.    lay    mln- 
££     fell     out     with     one 
touchl„B    th,    meaning   o     tho  BIWe 
Precloua    tune    that      Lincoln      aaa 
Wa«ted,   and  the  intellectual  antag- 
onl-ns  begotten  and  the  u.ele..  d« 
SSJ ^  controverted i  point. In  the- 
olOBy     caused    him    to    reject 
maTconeidereu  e9.entl.l  by  the  «e- 

nom.nations     of     UU     *»>       When I    a 
t.now    member   ot   oon«re'fJ ^ 

-  UncT'\  nlTZ  ST2S 

asked  why  In  did  >  I  )°»n 
church,  he  Mid  -Becaua.  1  "" 
difficulty  without  mental  re-erva 
?lon  in  giving  mj  aae. «*t°^J  , 
long  and  complicated  '*^*™ 
any  church  In-crlbe.  on  lU  altar aa 
a  qualification  tor  member.blp.  the 
Bav^our-satatementoftbeaubBtance 

Tt    the    law    and    the   Qo.pel.    **ou 


,   „  ,    ,.IV    God    with 
Shalt    love    tne    Lo>d         .  ^ 

all   thy   heart.   W  th  »UJ *^J    neigh. 

with  an  thy  *«*  jf  c KJoh    will 

bor    as    thyself.      WW ■  , » 

'  »?  ^  j£X  hwhoapdrobably 

j0h"Ger  UN;     atnted  with   Uncoln 
waa  better  acq  d    U)    h„„ 

and    more    closeiy   » 

than   anyone   outs  de J i       -  ^    ^ 

">••  lel18  "*„  I  know  that  to  ue  a 
P"yla»d  I  have  heart  him  requeat 
fact.  And  l  have  »«  n    he 

people    to    Pray    tor    h"   •  nul  be- 

i^  n.»t  have  done  had   ne 
would  not  nav  answered. 

2"*     iS.Tffi.   heard   Mr .    Ll- 
Many   a   time    I  »  Christian 

-'"    ^o  prS  for  hS  and  he  did 
women    to   piay    l  ,,e    was    no 

not   do    this    for  ««ecu;    reVerenc« 
hypocrite,    and    had   .uch   r  not 

(or  .acred  thlnga  lh^  J  ^a  ,ltTn 
trifle  will)  l",,P:,.a  ful  thin  or  that. 
anarem.moeroneocoa.'onftinthing 
be  remarWed  that  (ulll,  ln 

d,d  not  oc<  ur  b«  w  py  h, 

prayer,   It  >^  a  matter  n  ,    ^ 

"Id  the  «fW*j£  Emancipa- 
hll  Maker  to  taaui  tw  *  ^  bq| 
Hon    Proclamation,    and    h 

an  idle  remark ." 

in  the  agitation  ol  th     ■  /      , 

/1A.i>*r«     u  t  It     iill^t*w,J 

tlon.  the  ''"-,:ir;k,.r  Blflbop  Simp 
lent.  Th<    idor     l.uK.r. 

Rabbi.    Babat  H-nry   Ward 

Ktnltorn.  and  a"u  •  con. 

Seecber,    con.tl  uted    the   Urn ' 

.P" »'  rQmtP  .  ron.       -    »1""'- 

si,=     r-rmK:s 

,,  majoriu  of  tM  ";;;'..--••' 
«dlng  cfiurche.  ^Xntlal  caro- 
agalnet  blm  In  bitp        ti  h„  „„,  ,.. 


icn  b«  drew  lorm  >  ■■  •  -  j  ■  b„nil. 

.  if?;  "-v1",",  -.u  '•  1u^« 

foils  r.  ad  ih<  •" "'.,,„, u  Tlteee  ii"  Q 
\ o  understand  ti..>  ' •  k  lri;l.,1„„.  In 
well  knoa   "...i  i  »'  everywhere 

the  territories.  ^donJlon  and  • 

are     for     "^V^tluV     '-ok     In     thell 

band/fn  gj^-  mo^.The 

a??dSofnrjo  Ute    aga.n.t   m^ 

k„ow  thai  liberty  un»j  qq^    ,  ,h 

i,  a.  be.  "  and  '  " '     ,_'...,,.    men    win 
»*    indicated    »"dth««    ,,,,    Ul.lr 

linj    that    inej    na 

Bible  ari  Lincoln'*   <  harac- 

Bver>    ."W^fcal   mu-tratl. 

<•  r    waf^it,    rui.      Honestj     «« 
lh«     Golden    »>u        '    u,.   was  j  -   '    '" 
distinguishing  trait.  «       reiiownien 
hla   dealing  ?Ub     J   lhat   Uncoln. 

n„  re  wa.  noi  »       *    1q  k,,„„.    BOoc 


-   "■•' ,av  'I;':,   to  -om«    B«od 
fife    was   not   devoted   to  a 

'  ,,rk        some      ai  l  I  .,,        ,,i  alls 

"",;■.  f  comfort  and  »  •    «  ,.who 

followed     hla    *rea_.00d."   Though   o 

w uLd„ever>lned  a  church 

Christian.  h^yrlghl.   „n. 


1 


Classmate,  Fet>.   7,  1920 


Ost:  day  Lincoln  said  to  him,  "Gilbert, 
there  's  a  woman  dangerously  sick,  living 
fifteen  milea  oul  in  the  country,  who  has 
sent   for  me  to  come  and  write  her  will. 
1  should  like  to  have  you  go  »lon6  wi,h 
me;  1  would  enjoy  your  company  and  the 
trip  would  !><•  a  little  renal  ion  lor  you. 
Mr.    Greene    cheerfully    accepted    the    in- 
vitation.     They   found   the   woman   worse 
than    ili.  n    expected      She   evidently    had 
only  a  few    hours  to  live.     When   Lincoln 
luul  written  ili>-  will  and  it  had  been  signed 
und    witnessed,    the    woman   said    to   him: 
■  N,,w    I    have   my   affairs   for   this   world 
arranged    satisfactorily.      1    am    thankful 
i,,  saj   that  long  before  this  I  have  made 
preiNualiou  i"i  1 1 *» -  other  life  I  am  so  soon 
,,,  ,  m,  r      I  Bought   and  found  Christ  as 
in>    Saviour,   »l>"  l>aa  been  my  stay  and 
comfort    through    the   years,    and    who   is 
dow    uear  to  carry   me  over  the  river  ol 
death.     1  do  uot  fear  death." 

Lincoln  said  to  her:  "^  our  faith  in  i Christ 
it,  wise  and  strong,  your  li"|«-  ol  a  future 
life  is  |.|,  sscd  Vou  arc  to  !»•  congratulated 
on  passing  through  this  life  so  useful!} 
.,,,,1  into  the  future  so  happily." 

-  .  !isked  liiiu  ii  he  wuujd  read  :i  low 
verses  -"it  ol  the  Uiblc  to  her.   The)  offered 

il„.  I k   to  him;  he  did  not   lake  it,  I"" 

.  ,,,  i, ,  itc  from  inenuirj  the  twentj  - 
third  I'v.lin  Then,  without  the  book,  he 
,,„,k  up  the  Hi  i  |Mirl  i  i  the  fourteenth  ol 
John  Mi.  i  he  hud  given  these  and  oth<  i 
quotations  from  the  Seriptures  he  recited 
Kcverul  hymns,  closing  with  "Rock  of  Ages, 
cleft  i"i  me." 

Mr  tlreene  suys  about  the  incident:  I 
thought  ;.i  the  lime  1  never  heard  :inj  elo- 
cutionwl  s|K-ak  with  such  ease  and  |X>wer 
a,  |„  did.  I  am  :"'  old  man  now,  but  my 
l„-.,rt  melts  as  it  did  then  in  thai  death 
.  number  when  I  remember  how,  with  al- 
most divine  |>athos,  he  >\»>^<-  il"-  last 
stanza  \  little  while  after,  the  woman 
liassed  to  hci  n  «  ml  Vs  we  rode  homo  in 
the  buggy  I  •  icpresscd  surprise  that  he 
should  have  acted  the  pastor  :is  well  as  the 
,ii. hi.,  j  so  iwrfeetly,  ami  Lincoln  replied 
-God  and  etcrnit)    were  vcrj    near  me  to- 


■ 


.Ll 


LINCOLN'S    SIMPLE    FAITH 

A  Study  of  the  Emancipator's  Religious  Life 
By  One   Who  Knows  Kentucky  and   Illinois 
"The    Koul     of    Abraham     Lincoln"  i  world  is  communicated  to  us  through 
en>oran">.  by  William  E,  Barlon,  is  the    '*'*   book. 

product  of  a  man  who  knows  unu-  The  religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
eually  well  the  source  of  bis  material.  Rl-cordirig  to  Dr.  Barton,  is  not  .t  sep- 
Dr.  Kan.,.!  has  .-(.cm  the  greatei   part  arate    tneo,,1i.'ical    set    of    ideas,    but 

<•<   h«   life    in    111. „      Horn    in    .ha,    .n^wa*^  K^  ^  '"*  ,lft 

Klal„  ,  r,d  aiwa>*  retained  the  unity  0f  char- 

State  In  th.    opening  year  of  th.    Civil  actor,     m  harmony  with  this  Idea  he 
\\ar.   ami   with   his  earliest    memories  1,as     compiled     from     Lincoln's     own 
holding  thai   «  ir  a:   their  background    words-    spoken   at    different    tin 
h«  "Pent  his  boyl i  among  m^n  who  ^S°»    £*manded-  *ta«    h*   «uh    " 

"-*■""    L — >       Were-    .STl  ^"^^^1?  Ji*: 

members  standing  as  ;.  lad  of  four  at  "cly  uttered,  was  to  change  nasi  tense 
while   his   father  to  present,  to  add  connectives  and   to 
tacked  up  toe  mourning  emblems  tor  *»«1n  some  paragraphs  with  the  words 
toe   death   of   Lincoln   and    the   .'.tone-  "1   believe." 
told  about    th..    Kte.it    emancipator    by  LINCOLN'S  CREED 

wno  h '"  his  iieighlHU's  en-        (Compiled  from  his  own  words  l 

tare*  deeplj    Mt0  tl.  ,,..,..        /  believe  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler 

When  he  ma  20   years  of  we,    Di    of  Nation,,  our  prrat   and    good   and 
Barton  wem  ...  the  mountain*  of  Ken-  merciful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven 

nT.;::^"":;'1,"  - ; "   Heiaushi  «*•  «°*«  the  m  a  a ,, 


in  a   log  school   house   with   .in   open  number*  the  hair*  of  our  head.', 

lire     in     prim. live  .  ngSi     ;<1|,,        r    lr>  ...-    ...     ,,  . 

learned    th      ..   I      .    conditions    amid  jutt ice 


nil 


whi.li     Abraham     Lim    In    spenl  /   ,/-.„„.,,-,-   n.- 

ebUdhood   and    youth.      1.    la  this   In-  ^cogn^the   subUm, 

Umate  drat   hand  iuTowledge  thai  en-  ""^ "'   '"    '1  "°'»    S 

able,  him  U>  speak  with  authority  on    ',  " '     '    f*  ""  "" 

many  matters  In   which  ...her  blogra-  Iora     "'"  °re  "M<  "  *""'  0od  "  "' 

phers    of    Lincoln    have    K'-ne    astrav        /,'  , 

Dr.  Burton  Uvea  tor  months  »t    ,  2     , 

far  beyond  the  «  

live,   in    hon 

which    Lincoln    lived,    but    he    I  .s    no 
feeling  of  depression  In  m-  i„*  7- 

orfea     He  shed  no  lean  over  the  fact  '    ,         ','  '  '  '""' 

that    Na.         Hai     -  -    I  sermon  '    ****    "u"    Vf-uine 

v.aa  nor  preached  for  several  months.  ,ej*ntanct   """'-a./  to  n  par- 

tar   he    has    attended    many    such    de-     °?  > 

ferred    runerals.      He    ;,n,    ,,    m    Br8,      '   f"  '  •'   ' el   a,,,, 

hand  fcn  g  ,,„,  '»  ' }['coon,se  ,■• 

coin,  neither  Idealizing  nor  bcin*  nor-  '"''""'/,J  '"■"'  "'  "     •        ' 

utled  by  them.  '  '   ore  a  puniahmt  ut 

for  son  a  years  afterws       I  '    '""'"'  "'"'"  lw  ",r  °"r  Preiumptlou* 

ton  preached  in  I  '  ''*. '°  th°  needful  end  of  our  refor- 
amid  Lincoln's  kin.    He  attended  lonelj       ,  *  ,' 

meetings    in    fara  ■  ..  ,.  J-SS?  '*?'  ""'   "'''''    "   thc   ^  ' 

extern porlzedv services  In  private  bomoa.  *i,  X hich  ^  oiven  to  men. 

olg   revival,   and    "baptlalnga"    In    the  g00d  ;'  ''    v<J'.o./,   0/  ,,.. 

open  stream  where  the  converts   wenl        ,  . 

intfrKiy    into    Ine     water    hot     .  -im**    ,.,.. 

h'loutinB-  „»h   =,.,      ,  irn/.ou/    //.,,.    a//    I, in    .,     reliance    is 

SrSTJSr  ■»  ; ;-"; '" 

In  th«  i,,.,.,^  ^r   i  niiiwWe   in*m*m*nl    i.i    f.'ie 

.^liBion  i tu  !,r     I  f'al-ci 

nTth  !„,';  ■ ,s       ■  '■•»«* '"•'•' »'«" 

of  a   alabirev,,  g''  7'ni"'1:lt—     ■  JI;  <m,;/  thai   ,7 

^        n     tr  °?  '  ■'"    •».  '  """"'  '"  "-   "- 

oo   rar   as   Dr.    Barton    knows    hi  ,     ,,        •, 

read    everv   nrim    i    ^„„  "V  His  ant. 

on  thai  c,i).,     .  .  '    ' ■'■"  '"  "    itilrmn   <"i'A   registered   ot 

>n  mat  auDject,  examining  even-  Lin-    v  , 

coin  book  In  the   Library  ol   Coi   rre*  "    '    "  "J      "    '  ""  "'"  "'    '" 

ih«     Illinois    and     Chicago     htatSSS  i'/"  *  '   ";fc""'/   '°    ".T 

tocietics  and  manv  others  c;   v-ith 

innumerable  manuscripts  '  charitu   'or  all:    with   firmness   in   <Ue 

The    question    why     i.  .  ''  at  '■""  t0  *cr  ""        h 

Joined  a  church  Is  one  which  has  been  ('0"1 '•""''"'"  ''"vr  "ho  '"'•'  mr  "'  Uii 

debated  v.-r>    rrequenUy.     The    i  ''"J""  "'  ,"'/ '"  ]'"""'  '" ,"'?' 

cites   this   Incident'  "         couiwr.ul   tnr.   J   look   Ihiuwjh    thr 

•To    his    Washing^,.    ,,.,,,„      Rev     help  of  Ood  i  i     us  meeting  with 

Thlneas    D.    Gurley.    he    sal  tt    he     """'"  '"' '"'  °"'" '   V°"r 

•  ould  no:  accept,  perhaps,  all  the  doc- 
trines of  his  Confession  of  Faith  -but  ' 
said  he.  -if  all  that  I  am  asked  to  re- 
spond to  is  what  our  Lord  said  were 
the  two  great  commandments  to  love 
tbe  Lord  thy  God  will,  all  ti,.  heart 
and  mind  and  soul  and  str.  i.^tb  and 
thy  neighbor  as  myself,  why,  I  aim 
'o  do  that.'  " 


!  Lincoln 

I    S  7-1     . 

Much  has  been  written  about  his  religious 
convictions.  Nothing  can  give  greater  mean- 
ing than  his  own  utterances  February  11 
1861,  upon  leaving  home  for  Washington:    ' 

"My  Friends:  No  one,  not  in  my  situation 
can  appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this 
parting.  To  this  place,  and  the  kindness  of 
these  people.  I  owe  everything.  Here  I  baVe 
lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have  passed 
from  a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  chil- 
dren have  been  barn,  and  one  is  buried.  I  now 
leave,  not  knowing  u  ben  oi  «  hi  ther  ever  l  may 
return,  with  a  ta>k  before  me  greater  thai  tl  at 
wbicn  rested  upon  Washington.  Without  the 
assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  who  ever  at- 
tended him,  I  cannot  succeed-.  With  thai  as- 
sistance i  cannot  rail.  Trusting  in  linn  who 
can  ko  with  me,  and  remain  with  \ou  and  he 
-wo  where  for  good,  let  us  confident!)  hope 
that  all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His  care  com- 
n.enamg  you.  as  1  hope  in ->our  prayers  jtu 
fareweT"  ""'    *    b'd    V°U    a"    affeLt.onate 

His   statement    to   Professor   Brooks   who 

EKL  V,kVl1  ,hi,,\  "ll,tl"'  he  gave  much 
UiougBt  to  his  obligations  to  <;od  la  a.  [ol- 
n>u  b  : 

M    l!    r','h1,m0,re    «me.J°   my   "^ligations  to  my 

j?2j-  £■        V"  0,1,er  QueMions  combined." 

Again  he  said  to  a  group  of  well  wishers: 

cut  for  those  prayers  i  should  have  faltered 

I  wiiHlon  youf,know  1o  keep  on. praying  and 

onwGodk;v;(1r' ushune- for  l  auj  ^  **  «• 

On  another  occasion  be  Bald: 

"J  have  been  driven  many  limes  to  nn  kncea 

;S.,Jreee1sr,Whe"nm5COmU"""  ,h*<  'K 
waere  else  to  go.     Mj   wisdom  and  thai  of  all 

wt  t    "Sf^.jMufflclenl   for  thai  day." 
Next  to  bis  taith  In  God  as  a  ruling  pas- 
sion came  his  faith  In  mankind.    This  was 
welleipreaeed  in  bis  first  Inaugural: 

,„„ VVhy  should  there  not  bi  a  patient  confi- 
dence ln  the  ultimate  JffcrJce  of  the  people'  Is 
there  any  better  or  equal   hope  ,n   the  world?" 

No  better  picture  ol  his  breadth  ol  synv 
»?t  h  nno theTJ*P  dominant  Lincoln  char- 
a  ten. stir,  can  be  found  than  in  his  letter  to 

1864  Ul  •Mussa,hu"  tl-  November  :'i, 

files  oMhAVV81"!.      T    haVC    b,°"    Bh0Wn    ln    ,he 

*rim°,„.  •s^*r,*«Pa't«nen1  a  statement  of  the 
are  ht  nwhnt'ru  of  M*"achuaetts  thai  you 
are  the  mother  of  five  sons  who  have  died  glo- 
riously on  the  held  of  battle,  i  fee  how  weak 
and  fruitless  must  be  am  word,  of  mtoj which 
.should  attempt  to  beguile  >ou  from  the  grie 
h,m  ?ronf,0V0,rwhtlm,ne-     b,lt  «  cannot  r" 

hat  m»vu  ,/enderinff    to    you     the    consolation 

.7.  ih  \  !.,0UI,d  '"  the  t,Klnk-  OI  ""•  r<l'"0- 
1 1  thes  died  to  save,  i  pray  thai  your  heav- 
enly rather  may  aasuage  the  anguish  of  your 
bereavement,  and  leave  yog  only  the  cherished 
memory  of  the  loved  and  lost,  and  the  s   le, 

Tit,    I*'  mUSt  be  yOUn  to  ha™  laid  so  .0, 
a  sacrifice   upon   Ihe   altar   of   tree, loin       Yours 
very    sincerely   and    respectfully." 

ills  rectitude  of  character  is  an  inspira- 
tion for  those  who  serve  the  public,  and  it 
was  well  expressed  in  the  following  lan- 
guage:  b 

h''1,*"1.  n.ot  bound   to  win.  but  I  am  bound   to 

;?'  J*?1  not  bound  to  succeed,  hut  I  am 

stand    r°h,     £?,  '   "*&   M"0'1    W""   "»OBe   '"ho 

«and  tnBrl\  b^  1  mugt'}^^  them  when   they 
stand  for  what  is  wrong." 

Few  characters  have  left  so  many  basic 
PnnciPles  ol  proper  public  conduct.  I  quote 
a  tew  taken  from  his  addresses  and  letters- 
lhanNo,!!r  l,vl,,,s  arfmore  worthy  to  be  trusted 
han  those  who  toil  up  from  poverty— none 
ess  Inclined  to  take,  or  to  touch" aught  which 
tbej    have  not   honestly  earned  "  '       - 

"My    greatest    ambition    is    to    be    truly    es- 

wor?hv  or  ?h    'tll0U   """  by  rendo'«>8  Myself 
worthy    of    then-    esteem."  5 

...     ,'1,    " ■' ■•  "    >   may,   I  want  it  said  of  ni<    by 
who  know  me  best,  Ibut  I  always  plucked 
a   thistle   and    planted   a   flower  when   1   thought 
a   flower   would   grow."  h 


M"It«rfata   me   a,ter   a    hard    day'*    work    if    I 
;■;;■  had  some  good  cause   for  saving  a  man's 

•It    has    been    said    that    might    make,    richt 

anfshow3!^  rrJ'imeV°  r*vei        "    ««?£ 
ai.,i  snow   that  right  in  ,k,  s   mighl  " 

Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down 
the  house  of  another,  but  let  him  work  d  i- 
genUy  and  build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  ex. 
ample  assuring  that  his  own  shall  be  safe  from 
violence  when   huiit." 

When  criticized  because  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  he  replied:  i 

wiser dt0dlv  tfhh.iDkv  murh  of  a  man  wh°  1«  not      tj        WK    I    Gr  H  T 
Wlsei   toda>   than  he  was  yesterday." 


RELIGION  OF 


Armenian  Pastor  Speaks 
Of  Life    of    Martyred 
President 


vBirthday     of     Savior     of 
Nation  Furnishes 
a     Sermon  Theme.  . 

'{VM*ui     lOdi     _A_=.\V     H 

11  tin  Armenian  Presbyterian 
fburch  yesterday  morning  the  pas- 
tor, i..  .  Q  .\r.  MlPtlrlan,  .- 
i  i  ia  topic  on  the  blrthdaj  of  the 
mart:  red  President,  '  Th.  R<  II  ;ion  -i 
Abraham  Lincoln."  Portions  of  bis 
>ursc  w<  re  as  foil 

"The  greatest  man  In  the  world  ia 
the   man    who   accumulates    the 
I    money  or  the  most   i 
i     not   the  man  who  takes  th< 
'  i- 1  r.t  life.    It  Is  1  g! 

the  most  to  Ufa,    It  id  with  thla 
uro  of  a  man  that  we  look   upon   the 
great    American.    Abraham     LI 
who    Journeyed     t 

1  ,  home,  along  the  road  of  hit  to 
•/n  everlasting  abiding  \,u  \-  In  the 
rt  of  humanity.  Among  the  chil- 
dren of  nun  none  1x.lo  spoken  In 
louder,  clearer  and  forceful  tone*  ih.m 
he,  who  having  been  out  of  this  life 
r  oi     nearly    fifty    seven      •  its,    it  ill 

•    r..-,   not  only   to   his   own    , 
1     :     to     all     freedom     loving     nun 
ughout  the  world      II  li 
lliar      and    need 
3  ct  it  Is  never  wearl 
]   .  phase  of  hu  lift-  from   i    aim 
i       ..-.  martyrdom,  Lui  b  . 

i     n  and  Inspiration. 
PRACTICAL.    CONSISTENT. 

"Abraham    Lincoln's    i  ,.oth 

in  his  private  and  puhlio  life  was  a 
practical  and  consistent  ChribtLan- 
Ity.  1  *hls  roltgloud  faith  did  not  come 
to  him  by  tradition  or  reasoning,  but 
igh  the  stress  and  strain  of  life. 
H^  laid  hold  on  certain  great  truthb 
with  the  grip  of  a  hungering  .md 
i  rsty  nature,  whuh  i  believe  is  th< 
only  way  to  attain  a  strong  faith  and 
effective  rellgli ■" 
SIMPLICITY   OF   FAITH. 

'  Lincoln's  Christianity  vam  bo  well 
blended  with-JiU  character,  thai  »c 

<  annot  consider  his  religion  apart 
from  his  personality,  which,  r.y  the 
Stray,  ia  a  strong  evidence  (or  lite  sln- 
< '  my  and  the  slmpllcltyof  his  faith. 
The  three  elements,  which  were  pre- 
dominantly expressive  In  the  relig- 
ion of  Abraham  Lincoln,  wero  his 
truth  and  faith  In  God:  his  strong 
end  uncomprlslng  sense  of  Justice, 
iind  bis  tender,  sympathetic  and 
ever  helpful  disposKion. 

"In  his  bojhood  days  lie  became 
a^tualnted  with  the  Bible  and  the 
old  principle  of  justice.  In  his  .Val- 
ines with  men  In  social,  professional 
end  political  life  he  adhered  strictly 
to  the  Christian  rule  of  doing  right. 
In  his  first  trip  to  New  Orleans,  he 
.--aw  the  shame  and  injustice  of  slav- 
ery. Then  it  was  he  said,  'If  I  ever 
jret  a  chance  to  strike  at  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  1  will  strike  it  hard." 

"Again  in  a  political  speech  he 
siid:  'Douglas  does  not  care  Whether 
.-kivery  is  voted  up  or  down,  but  <;o.l 

<  arcH,  and  humanity  cares,  and  I 
care." 


ADVOCATED  TEMPERANCE. 

PI,,  advocated  temporance  and 
proclaimed  the  gospel  of  health.  He 
paid.  'Do  not  worry,  eat  three  sq.ua re 
r.K-als  a  day.  say  your  prayers,  be 
. -c.urteous  to  your  creditors,  keep 
your  digestion  good,  exercise,  so 
:  low  and  ea«y.  Maybe  there  an: 
other  things  that  your  special  case 
requires  to  make  you  happy,  out,  my 
friend,  these  I  reckon  will  give  you 
a  nood  lift.' 

"Abrahom    Lincoln    always    spoke 
and  acted  like  one  who  b*s  heard  the 
voice  of  an  all  wise  God.     Ustei.  to 
some  of  his  sublime  and  solemn  dec- 
larations:     1    know    there    is   a    God 
;.nd  that  He  hates  injustice  and  Blav- 
•  ry;'     I  bee  the  6torni  coming  and  I 
,  now  His  hand  la  In  it     If  He  has  a 
place  and  a  work  for  me.  and  I  think 
L,    baa,  I  believe  I  am  ready,     l  am 
nothing.    but    truth    Is    everything; 
■When  I  left  Springfield,  I  asked  the 
people  to  pray  for  me;     1   was  not   a 
,  |  nstlan       When    1    burlod    my 
iho  severest   trial  of    my   lift-.   I   was 
i    Chrutlan.      But    when    I    i 
,   •  i      .   irg  and     •  ■•   Ibc  srav<  -  •  I 
.  hi. da  of  o.ir  soldiers.  I  then  and 
B<    rated  myself  to  Christ.' 
DIRECT    PERSONALITY. 
"Men  of  all  cr.  •  i-    all  ra     s  and  all 
iices    of    bi  rltag      •■■   '■■<  ov  ledge 
co  npi  lling    pow<  r    ot    Lin  oln  . 
and    direct    personality,      He 
-    .     tbu  American  par  execlli  nr«»,  be  - 
he    repreaonted    the    splrll    In 
which  this  nation  was  born,  the  ld<  ils 
■•     .  •  .i  odled    and    Iho    goal    '■ 
which  it  moved.    Ten  , 
.■:iis  wera  Bup>»rflui 

.  ■..  :■  ol  liftlns       ' 

of  -    •      "'■ 

of  the 
olltlclsns   who   will 
oil  the  future  to  "'"  ■»"■'    advantage 
Ul«  |  asslng   hour.     Content    to  d< 
bis    duly.    Lincoln    was    willing    that 
time  should  vindl  '"-    mo- 

tives and   Li*  poll    les      Til  IS   Imp. 
MAN   OF  MANY  SORROWS. 

But   ho   lived   aa  a   ip'in   of   man 
sorrows.      The   sham*,    U»«    suffer!'' 

,  i     ...     .  •    pie.    by   mo   v^  i 

rat 

.       Uan  ■  haracter. 


The  Religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln        9 
By  EDWARD  A.  DINGLE) 

I|T  H.\^  come  into  the  conscious- 
ness of  s<  rious  ami  thoughtful 
men  ami  women  who  love  theii 
country  and  their  Fi  ih>w  pilgrims 
in  the  journey  of  life,  that  what- 
ever progn  --  has  been  made  in 
.' 1  -— \  civilization;  or  what  we  call  civil- 
Lvvi^J  ization,  has  been  under  the  mys- 
terious but  manift  >i  guidance  of 
n  hands.  Science  and  evolution  no 
....  i  om  !>.  inc  Providence;  they 
harmonize  with  Providence,  for  science  ami 
evolution  preclude  chai  ;..  I  a  divine 
Providence  is  noi  chance.  \\  th  chance  elimi- 
nated, there  must  be  soi  ,.  Masti  r  Hand  or 
Power  we  call  < ;■>  i   ...   Pro> idi  nee 

'i'h.  greal  men  and  women  in  history,  thai 
i.-  tin    indh  idual    u  ho  ha  i      above  the 

common  level  like  great  oaks  i:i  the  . 
have  been  inspired  and  driven  on  and  up  by 
some  hidden  and  mysterious  influence.  It 
tan  never  be  explained  why  a  few  great 
souls  have  illuminated  and  uplifted  th< 
world,  save  on  the  thcorj  that  all  such 
li" man  beings  arc   a  h  hat   w  ■    call 

Providence  t<>  point  the  way.  This  «;i-  the 
key  to  Abraham  Lincoln':  religious  philo- 
sophy. *  ;  j.7 ■  '  r-i  3 

Abraham  Lincoln  wo  ol   tin       sxcat 

soul-;  yet,  ever  since  his  tragic  translation, 
there  have  come  out  ol  tin  I    thoughts 

of  many  the  sugg  tion  thai  Mr  Lincoln  had 
no  religion  or  religious  beliefs;  in  fact,  was 
devoid  of  any  orthodox  opinions  which  the 
leaders  of  the  church  in  his  time  required 
as  a  passport  to  the  chamber  ol  ecclesi- 
BSth  al   inn.  ortals. 

PRAYERS   OF   PARSON    ELKINS 

Yi  t     Mr.     Lincoln     w ;.  lit    lip    I 

surroundings  noi   coi  thu 
pious  thought.    The  itinerant   preacher  and 
camp-meeting  in  ti  icked  ol  re 

ligious  bigotry  not  free  from  a  curious 
spiritualism   I  o  n    o  it  is  told 

that   the   Brst    prayci      Pa  Elkins   sai  1 

above  the  mound  ol  Nancy  i  1  :i : .  K  -  w  r<  thi 
lirst  public  prayers  to  wli  I    sham  Lin- 

coln ever  listened;  but  this  must  be  untrue, 
for  undoubtedly  he  listi    ed  !■>  public  pra 
ers  often,  but   not   with   u    lerrtanding   or 
vigil  le   Impri  ssion.     Vol    -  ■    enough 

the  Bible  wa^  one  ol  the  five  books  const! 
tuting  young  Lincoln's  Hrst  library;  and  he 
proved  In  later  yearj    thai  he  was  a  i    istei 
of  its  characters  and  style.     Even  in  thos 
rough,    un<  o  ith    and  •      oundings, 

Abraham  Lincoln  modeled  his  lyle  «•'.  talk 
ing  ami  writing  upon   the   Bible. 

It  i>  not  nnir  isonable  to  supposi    1 1 
1  i /.' i <> 1 1 -  bigotry  and  rivalry  among  preachers, 
and    the    lurid    pictures    ol    eternal    punish 
ment    for  those   out.- id-    a    pa  rolci 

jarn-d  on  the  budding  inti  Hi  ■  e  and  com- 
mon Bensc  of  Mr  Lincoln,  and  turned  him 
away  from  what  wu-  called  the  religion  ol 
the  day.  Lie  .••  nied  t<>  doubt  the  wisdom 
of  fighting  over  religious  b<  lit  fs,  yet  ad 
mitted  the  need  oi  righteous  conduct  as  a 

pre-requlsite  for  real  manh I,   for  at    tin 

age  of  fourteen  h<    wrote  on  the  fly-leal 
his   school  hook: 

"Abraham    Lincoln 

Hi.*  hand  and  pen; 
IJ|.  w  ill  be  good, 
God  know  -  w  Ik  n  " 

If  young  Lincoln  did  not  manift  -t  that 
sinc.re  and  ardent  love  for  the  religions 
of  his  time,  it  must  have  been  due  to  their 
harsh,  uncompromising  and  dogmatic  char- 
actcrLsth  a 

QUARRELS  OVER  CREED 

Mr.  Lincoln  spent  seven  years  (1830-1 837 1 
in  Illinois,  linally  residing  in  Springfield. 
Daring  that  period  he  continued  to  listen  to 
quarrels  among  ministers  over  religion  and 
ereed.  to  the  awtui  and  eternal  torment  oi 
the  wit  Iced,  and  the  narrow  political  discus- 
sions in  the  nn      n^  houses.    So  great  be 


came  the  prejudice  against  such  ministers 
ami  Mich  preaching  that  Illinois  barely  es- 
caped having  in  her  state  constitution,  a 
provision  disqualifying  all  ministers  to  hold 
office  in  the  state. 

When  it  is  recalled  that  in  Lincoln's  early 
days,  it  was  sufficient  in  some  localities  to 
stamp  om  a.-  an  infidel,  to  believe  that  tie 
earth  i.>  round  and  to  deny  that  the  world 
was  created  in  seven  days  of  21  hours  each! 
Perhaps  Mr.  Lincoln  was  called  an  infidel  in 
those  days,  hecausu  he  would  not  believe  the 
earth  i>  Hat.  Up  to  his  entrance  into 
Springfield,  at  the  age  of  28,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  "unsettled  in  love  and  unsettled  in  re- 
ligion." Is  it  any  wonder?  His  t  sp<  rienees 
had  driven  him  to  the  most  lonely  period  ol 
bis  ]ife. 

It  is  not  djsputed  that  Lincoln's  earl 
association  with  ministerial  and  doctrinal 
disputants,  gave  rise  to  an  aversion  to  the 
religion  of  the  day.  Ho  did  not  even  at  ten,! 
a  church  at  Springfu  Id,  until  i  arlj  in  Febru 
ary,  1850.  Truly  "a  little  child  shall  had 
them."  February  1.  ol  that  year,  the  second 
son  ol  Mary  (Todd  Lincoln  died,  lie  was 
between  three  and  four  years  old.  The 
mother  was  an  Episcopalian,  but  the  rectoi 
of  that  church  was  absent  from  the  city,  and 
Ri  v.  James  Smith.  l>  l>..  a  Pr<  sbj  terian, 
conducted  the  funeral  servict  i  rum  that 
hour  !  coin  :  .  ..  t  a  -,...  Itual  cnange. 
He  I  .  .     attendant   at   chun  h. 

ili--  heart  na-  it. in  led.  his  soul  was  uplift- 
to  the  hills         ' 

•TREASURES  IN  HEAVEN" 

\      inciili     t    tt.|l,.w  ing   soon    after,    is    re- 
lated by  t'aptain  Gilh     t  J.  G       tie,  a  young 
u|   Springfield.     The  -lory  Is  handed 
.  not  for  it  -  at  i  in  u<  \   but  a>  e\  idence 
thai    Lincoln   was   familiar  with   the   Bible, 
I  up  "trea  in  heaven." 

I)    the    l/t  aw  itlow 

m  ho  v.  ishi  d  i.  u  v.  ill.    After  the  do  :u 

e  bt  ing  m> 

i       uln  found  himself 

l  I  .  ■       The  tl\  ing 

I        >ln  to   read   to   her 

from  the  r     .       iVil  liout  a  moment's  hesita 

tion,    and    without    i.  .     it,    the    Bible 

m  ar,  Li.  ■  oln  repented  tin    !     il   Psalm,  the 

I  Ith  elia.pt  John,  and 

u  the  t  ud  oi  the  joumej 

back  to  Sprini  uln  said  to  his  i  om 

paiiiii       Hod  a       I  ..I  Heaven  were 

w  i  \   :.,  ar  to  me  tod 

In  March,  IStil,  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  teai 
dimmed  eye.-  and  a  voice  choked  with  emo- 
tion, .-it, oil  upon  tie  platform  ol  a  railroad 
Is  to  leave  Sp  ugli  Id,  111.,  for  tin 
las)  time.  He  -aid  to  his  frit  uds  and  n<  igh 
bors;   "I    iiom    lea  knowing   win  n   oi 

whether  ever  I  may  return,  \\  i 1 1 1  the  ta-k 
before  me  greater  than  that  \\  hicli  rested 
upon  Washington,  Without  the  assistance 
of  thai  Divine  Being  who  i  .er  attended  him, 
coed.  With  t  hat  assistance,  I 
cannot  fail.  Trusting  in  Him,  who  can  go 
with  i  remain  with  you  and  be  every- 

where for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that 
il       ill  \  i  :  be  well.    To  His  care  commend- 
ing .i-l  ln«|M    in  your  praj .  .     you  u  ill 
mend  me,  I  hid  sou  an  affectionate  fare- 

u.  II 

When  Mr  Lincoln  hail  finished  preparing 
his  iii-i  inaugural  address,  and  had  read  it 
to  his  family,  and  intimates,  it  i-  said  that 
he  w  i.»hed  tu  In  i  t  alom  ror  a  dioi  i  time. 
in  an  adjoining  room,  the  voice  ol  prayer 
:  couhl  bo  distinctly  heard.     H<  u  ruled 

his  country's  cause  and  all  deaf  i<>  him,  to 
t  Jod  -  pro\  idential  care. 

ON  GODS  SIDE 

During  bis  residence  in  Washington,  Mr. 
Lincoln  habitually  attended  thu  New  ">  ork 
l-  ,  byt(  i  Km  Church,  of  which  Kcv.  Phineas 
I)    (iurley.    I>    l>.   was.    pastor.     Dr.  Gurley 

i  |ia  r,  porti  il  this  statement  of  Mr   Lincoln's; 

j",\ly  hope  ol  success  in  this  druggie  rests 
on  that  immutable  foundation  t!  e  justness 
ami  the  goodnes  ol  God;  and  nhen  i  rents 
are    \.-rv    tlii-t  aJeniiiL-    I    still    hope    that    in 


ne  way  all  will  be  well  in   the   ...a,  be- 1 
cause  our  cause  is  just  and  God  will  be  on  | 
our  side."    Later  Mr.   Lincoln  was  reported 
to   have  said  many  times:   "1    want   to  be  ! 
sure  that  I  aiii  on  God's-  side." 

Every  proclamation  issued  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
tor  fasting  and  prayer  arid,  days  of  thanks- 
giving, bore  the  sincere  expression  of  his 
faith.  In  reply  to  a  delegation  of  Friends 
asking  that  he  stop  the  war,  Mr.  Lincoln 
said:  "If  I  had  had  my  way,  this  war  would 
never  have  been  commenced.  We  lind  if 
•till  continues,  and  we  must  believe  that 
lie  permits  it  for  some  wise  purpose  of  His 
!  own,  mysterious  and  unknown  to  us.  We 
cannot  hut  believe-  that  lie  who  made  the 
world  still  governs  it." 

Mr.  Lincoln's  intimates  assert  that  his 
views  and  beliefs  on  religion  never  changed 
from  the  day  lie  left  Springfield  until  he 
died,  probably  largely  because  he  never  told 
any  one  what  his  views  and  beliefs  were. 
He  just  lived  religion  and  Christianity,  that 
is  all.  To  him,  views  and  beliefs  were  non- 
essential. Joshua  Speed  writes:  "Mr.  Lin- 
coln often  said  that  the  most  ambitious  men 
might  live  to  see  every  hope  fail,  but  no 
Christian  could  live  and  see  his  hope  fail, 
because  fullillment  could  only  come  when 
life  ended." 

Perhaps  the  nearest  expression  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's religion  and  his  church-leaning,  is  his 
reputed  answer  to  an  inquiry  why  he  had 
never  joined  a  church.  "When  any  church," 
he  said,  "will  inscribe  over  its  altar  as  its 
sole  qualification  for  membership,  the 
Saviour's  condensed  statement  of  the  sub- 
stance of  both  the  law  and  the  gospel:  'Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself— that  church  will  I  join  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul." 

"IN  GOD  WE  TRUST" 

Mr.  Lincoln  believed  In  the  efficacy  or 
prayer,  and  that  he  was  an  instrument  of 
God,  and  that  as  God  willed,  so  would  tho 
contest  be.  It  is  related  by  Schuyler  Colfax, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  the  last  act  of  Congress  signed  by  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  one  requiring  that  the  motto 
in  which  he  sincerely  believed,  "In  God  we, 
trust,"  should  thereafter  be  inscribed  upon 
all  of  our  national  coins. 

Again  it  was  made  manifest  that  "a  littlo 
child  shall  lead  them."  Mr.  Lincoln's  son 
William  died  in  the  White  House;  and  again 
his  thoughts  turned  more  to  religion.  Who 
can  tell  how  much  these  bereavements 
touched  his  soul,  and  inspired  his  public 
acts?  His  own  sorrows  softened  his  heart 
toward  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  land; 
and  again  and  again  brought  him  to  hi.s 
knees  in  prayer. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  while  Mr. 
Lincoln's  religion  was  real  and  genuine,  it 
grew  more  so  as  he  facet!  his  terrible  re- 
sponsibilities and  the  moral  and  spiritual 
aspect  of  the  work  he  was  divinely  called 
to  perform.  Nor  is  it  impossible  to  believe 
that  his  sort  of  religion,  his  faith  in  an  over- 
ruling Providence,  and  his  frequent  resort 
to  prayer  for  guidance,  had  a  profound  in- 
lluence  on  the  minds  of  the  members  of  his 
cabinet  and  other  national  leaders.  It  is 
recalled  that  Secretary  of  War  Stanton,  not 
a  very  religious  man  himself,  on  the  day 
General  Lee  surrendered,  surrounded  the 
dome  of  the  Capitol  with  a  transparency 
reading:  "This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it 
is  marvelous  in  our"  eyes." 

Here  are  some  of  the  most  striking  pas- 
sages from  many  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  speeches, 
all  testifying  to  hi.s  belief  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  in  the  hands 
of  Providence:  "A  reliance  on  the  God  who 
has  never  forsaken  this  people";  "I  have  said 
nothing  but  what  I  am  willing  to  live  by, 
and  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Almighty  God, 
to  die  by";  "Intelligence,  patriotism,  Chris- 
tianity, and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him  who  has 
never  yet  forsaken  this  favored  land,  are 
still  competent  to  adjust  in  the  best  way,  al* 
our  present  difficulty." 


In  designating  a  ua>  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
Mr.  Lincoln  used  these  Avoids:  "Those  na- 
tions only  are  blessed  whose  God  is  the 
Lord.  ::'  •  ;:"  We  have  been  the  recipients 
of  the  choicest  bounties  of  heaven.  We  have 
grown  in  numbers,  wealth  and  power  as 
no  other  nation  has  ever  grown;  hut  Ave 
have  forgotten  God.  We  have  forgotten  the 
gracious  hand  that  preserved  us  in  peace 
and  multiplied  and  enriched  and  strength- 
ened us;  and  we  have  vainly  imagined,  in  the 
dcceitfnlness  of  our  heart,  that  all  these 
blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  own.  Intoxicated 
with  unbroken  success,  we  have  become  too 
self-sufficient  l«>  feel  the  necessity  of  re- 
deeming and  preserving  graces,  too  proutl 
to  pray  to  the  God  that  made  us." 

How  far  do  these  words  apply  to  the 
United  Stales  of  1923? 

In  reply  to  a  committee  that  presented 
him  with  a  beautiful  copy  of  the  Bible,  Mr. 
Lincoln  said:  "In  regard  to  this  great  Book, 
I  have  hut  to  say  that  it  is  the  best  gift 
God  has  given  to  man.  *  *  ::"  All  things  most 
desirable  for  man's  welfare,  here  and  here- 
after, are  to  be  found  portrayed  in  it." 

"Mr.  Lincoln,"  said  his  old  pastor.  Dr.  Gur- 
ley,  "remembered  that  God  is  in  history; 
and  that  His  guidance  and  mercy  were  the 
best  hope  lie  had  for  himself  and  for  his 
country." 

The  firm  yet  kindly  inspired  words  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  second  inaugural  address,  Avill  live 
forever,  as  a  key  to  hi.s  character  and  hi.s 
faith  in  the  promises  of  God— that  the  right 
shall  prevail:  "Fondly  do  Ave  hope,  fervently 
do  we  pray,  that  this  mighty  scourge  of 
Avar  may  speedily  pass  away.  Yet,  if  God 
wills  that  it  continue  until  all  the  Avealth 
piled  by  the  bondsman's  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk, 
and  until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  the 
lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drawn  with  the 
sword,  as  was  said  three  thousand  years 
ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said.  The  judgments 
of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  alto- 
gether.' Writh  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all.  with  firmness  in  the  right, 
as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive 
on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in." 

THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

Mr.  Lincoln's  immortal  Gettysburg  ad- 
dress, is  the  climax  of  the  divine  spirit  that 
moved  his  soul.  In  few  words  he.  paid  trib- 
ute to  the  honored  dead,  and  devoutly  closed 
tints:  "That  Ave  here  highly  resolve  that 
those  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain— that 
this  Nation,  under  God.  shall  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom— and  that  government  of 
the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people, 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 

When  the  last  chapter  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
lite  was  finished  and  the  book  A\as  closed, 
the  storm  arose  over  the  question:  "Was 
Abraham  Lincoln  a  Christian?"  Volumes 
have  been  Avritten  on  both  sides;  and  scores 
of  small  men  with  smaller  minds  have  en- 
deavored to  cast  a  doubt  upon  this  query. 
He  may  not  have  been  a  Christian  in  the 
technical  sense  of  the  word,  but  he  was 
deeply  religious  and  practically  a  Christian. 
Whatever  Abraham  Lincoln  Avas,  he  was  not 
an  atheist,  for  he  believed  most  sincerely  in 
God.  Some  have  called  him  an  agnostic, 
meaning  that  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  lind  him- 
self in  a  position  to  affirm  dogmatically, 
some  of  the  tenets  of  the  church. 

The  late  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott  wrote:  "The 
life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  appears  to  me  to 
furnish  a  very  striking  illustration  both  of 
the  difference  between  theology  and  re- 
ligion, and  of  the  way  in  which  religious  ex- 
perience is  often  developed  in  the  life  of  a 
true  man,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  real 
though  generally  unconscious  change  in 
theological  opinion.  *  *  "  These  had  been 
in  Mr.  Lincoln's  faith  in  a  supreme  righteous 
Power."  In  other  words,  .Mr.  Lincoln,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Abbott,  was  a  true  Christian, 
although  he  may  not  have  known  it. 


Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  a  theologian,  but  lie 
was  a  true  Christian.  The  world  needs  tew 
theologians,  but  many  Christians;  it  needs 
[ewer  creeds  and  more  deeds,  like  the  deeds 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

A  BENEDICTION  TO  MANKIND 

Abraham  Lincoln's  life  has  been  a  bene- 
diction to  all  mankind  since  his  translation: 
i  pecially  to  those  whom  he  served  and  for 
whom  he  died.  His  whole  official  ln<'  was 
a  demonstration  of  the  intimate  relation 
between  what  we  call  human  government 
ind  divine  plan  between  wise  human  legis- 
lation and  spiritual  righteousness.  Th< 
are  time  in  the  affairs  of  nun,  whin  human 
Hjjcmy  «iciii>  inadequate  to  meet  the  situa- 
tion Mr.  Lincoln  mei  and  triumphed  over 
me  of  those  times.  Be  knew  he  could  not 
succeed  with  man-made  machinery  or  with 
the  ordinary  instruments  of  government;  he 
must  depend  upon  some  Power  outside  the 
calm  ot  ordinary  legislative  and  executive 
experience  found  in  Divine  faith  alone. 

Mr.    Lincoln's   metbod   of   meeting   situa- 
tions, his  appeal  to  prayi  r.  his  supreme  eon- 
Idence  En  the  wisdom  <»f  Divine  Provid<  nee, 
v   particularly   appealing   to   the   world    in 
Its  present  troubled  state.    The  problems  ol 
America  and  of  the   world  are  sufficiently 
ippalling  to  suggest  that  possibly  something 
k  sides  human  a^<  my  musl  i»  employed,  to 
ave  humanity  and  ci\  ilization. 
The  world  is  not  very  much  troubled  about 
vhether*  Abraham    Lincoln   was   u    certain 
kind  of, a  Christian,  or  why  he  was  not  a 
m  mber  of  a  certain  sort  of  church.    With 
hie   reverence    it   may  be  .-aid.  that,  next 
to  the  Man  of  Galilei .  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
he  {.'i'  atesl  friend  ol  humanity  and  tin 
o.e  the  nearest  to  the  Almighty,  of  all  the 
ons  and  daughter!;  ol   dod.     His   life  and 
ample  furnish  us   with   lessons  we  need 
o  follow  In  tin  se  anxious  t  It 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  great,  not  so  much 
>ecause  oi  Pi-  int.  He.  u, ai  powi  .'.  as  b<  cause 
>t  his  moral  and  spiritual  power.   He  i 
o  America  thai   real  religion  is  a  mat 
xpericneo    touched    and    adorned    by    the 
nysterious  spiritual  force  we  call  fiod    .1    1 
hat   nations   and   peoples   as   well   a-   indi- 
iduals.  must  come  in  contact  with  b 
[cssed  by,  the  moral  and  spiritual   :■ 
>(  the  world;   and  employ   those   forces,  if 
\ thin^   woi tli  w hiie  itj  to  .  ndure. 
The  problems  ol  Ami  rlca  and  .  .1  tie  worhL 
ust  be  solved,  If  solved  al  all   bj  an  appli- 

,111,11  01   the   11  llglon  and  taith  ol  Abraham 

incoln. 

The  soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln   is  march 

in"   on. 
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CHURCHES  PROCLAIM 
LINCOLN  CHRISTIAN 

Additional  Attribute  Given  Mar- 
tyred President  in  Celebra- 
tion of  His  Natal  Day. 

Tod  .      a  si   nificant  anniversary   in 

msclousness  ,.i  Am.  ......  v 

red  in  St    Paul  and  the  sta 
many   cxi     ises   In   tribute   to   A     a- 
hain   Lincoln. 
Xiv  1  president  h  i 

i   I  •  i  as  •'  M-1' ■ 

..•  ol  in-  liming  -- 
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■ 
nivi  .    i   .     ..u    Monday      tl 
brougl  ■'  • 

the     '  v" 

.   ,  md  church  RP<  ak«  ra 
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tian  and  man  disposed  always  i" 
place  his  i.  u.  i  hi  God." 

Tin 
Lincoln  in  man  .    . 

,111    two.      At    II..     ■ 

..    it,  i     William  J. 
j, ,i,i.  .  ..i.l  author  aud  !■  ctun  r, 


FATHER  GIVEN  CREDIT 

(B»    <  ■   I 

Chicago,  Feb.  n  -That  Ab.  i 
Lincoln's  character  was  duo  "net 
only  to  the  worth  of  nil  mother, 
but  also  that  of  his  father,  wat 
asserted  tonight  by  Dr.  B.  J.  Cifl- 
rand  of  B.tavii.  III.,  -resident  of 
the  American  Flag  Day  associa- 
tion. 

'There  has  been  a  world  of  in- 
justice clone  to  Thomaj  Lincoln 
father  rf  the  great  President, "  he 
said.  "He  has  been  pictured  as  a 
worthless.  moneyless,  hopeless 
wandering     nobody. 

••But  instead,  atCOXdJAO  to  i££ti- 
from  Lincoln  letters  and 
many  reecntly  discovered  memo- 
rmH.i.  Thomas  Lincoln  wai  ■  good 
Christian  gentleman,  who  had 
more  inclination  to  be  good  to 
love  his  noigrnjors  as  himself  - 
thin   to   worshio   the   golden   calf. 

"Lincoln's  biotrer  tells  how 
Thom.-s  Lincoln  in  middle  life 
learned  to  read  and  not  a  Hay 
p?s»ed  that  he  did  not  read  hi o 
Bible  and  he  never  used  profane 
language." 


•   utlon  i"  mui 

Lin.  ..in'..  Unpli 
ol    Christianity.      "Lineoln, 
Christian,"    was     conceived    by    Rev. 
j.  Iinson    to    be    in    i  >me    respei 
pi  i  Bonulity      iuoi  e      noti  ..  urllt 
A  in,,  lean    ii       em  o     than     "L 
Ok    iv    .  i.  i.i. ' 

Three    Pasters    Refer   to    Him. 

At  the  Trinity  M  'opal 

cliurch  three  speakers,  Bishop  Edgar 
i         .    l  »r.    s.    !•'.    K'.-i  foot   and    R<  v. 
\\.  SaiiLsbury,  pastor,  spoke  on  i 
suggested   by   i  miivi  rsai ...    In 

the  afternoon,    J  •  ■•  ti  l<  Ii    l.angi  ,    prin- 
ci|ial   of    Mechanic   Arm  liool, 

addressed   lh<!  muni  Ipal  open   forum. 

and      the 
Aim  riean    I..  sioii    v.  ill    make   t  hu   daj 
an  oppiirtiinil)    i"  inuu.-i.it.-  the  prin- 
ciples ..i    .'■  Hi-  .   proclaimed  i>y 
Llni  ..In.  and  now  foatei  ed  I-  •    I 
ganizaliona.     <  '•■    V.    Barron,    1.- 
mi.  hi    comma  ii-i'i',      v.  ill 
..i  Hlaytun,  Minn.,  and  Stafford 
King,   stale  adjutant, 'will  appear  al 


.1    meeting    at    Brainerd.      Other    I> 
k.  ii  speakers  have  boon  sent  out  by 
.1.  partim  ut  headquarters. 
Spanish    War    veterans    will    make 
•,i  triple  observance  at  ii   meet- 
ing   of    St.    J'.uil,      Minneapolis     and 
Fort    duelling  (.-amps   and    auxiliaries 
held   hi  t :..■  evening  at   the  I  lid 
Capitol,      'i'iie    twenty-nfth    annivir- 

uf    Hie    sinking    of    tlic      M 
l-'.  1..    l".   and   tlu:  anniversary  ..i    the 
birth    uf    Form   i     National    Comman- 
ili  r  Carl   C.    Van    1  >j  k-  .    r,  in  a  iry   18. 
will  I  .  ed  as  well  as  i  lie  more 

Former    Mayor   to   Speak. 

L>.  C.    Hodgson,   former  inayur,  will 

on    Li:n  ..in.    Krai  i  in    1\    i  ■  Is- 

worth    v.  ill    ic-b  II    Hie    story    <.i    Hi" 

.   .    o  I    i . .      Maim     and    H  u  go    \  . 

i        .  \\  ill  spi  ak  of  the  life  aiui 

Ice  of  C  Van   1  >j  kc.   Tin  r< 

also  will  In.   music. 

llamllm     i  -  \  n 

ii,   \\  ill   oLsi  r\ .     iln    day   \\  iiii   a 

I ; 1 1 1 > 1 1 ■  .  1    I        4:.Hii  a<(   llainllll.     Masonic 

Temple,    Capitol    avenue,    mar   Sn.  II- 

\ .  mi.  .      A  i     li..     l-'.i  -(     K\  llllgi  II- 
i    i    .  hureli,    Earl  and   Euclid   si 
ihei  ■■    w  ill   bo  a    n  on    l.ni.  ..'u 

by  Prof.  .\l.  )..  \\  ii.  i.i  "i  ih.  .1.  pai  l- 
iiii  rii  ..f  public  Bpi  akin-:,  llamliilu 
liln\  •  ; 

ii    S.   Chi  ■    103, 

Ann  i  nan  i    dance 

,.t    i he     N"..i  i Ii     i  I     Cmiiiii         .1 

.1  lb    h  ill     t.  liiL-lit.     .»     i  mi.  Lion    V\  inch 
will    !••    attend*  I    by   many   niei 
ol   iiio  nm       '   ;      i   .[  uiu  oiganiza- 
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TALKS  ON  LINCOLN'S 
RELIGIOUS  NATURE 


"In  the  museum  In  Washington 
there  is  a  little  volume.  It  is  a  much- 
thumbed  little  book  and  has  Been 
wear.  Open  It  and  >ou  will  find  it 
to  be  a  Bible  and  on  its  fly-leaf  the 
words:  "A.  Lincoln,  his  book."  said 
the  Rev.  J.  Lane  Miller  to  the  large 
congregation  at  the  Hanson  Place 
M.  K.  Church  Ian  night,  speaking 
on  "The  Religion  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln." 

According  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller, 
Lincoln's  attitude  toward  the  Bible 
was:  "Take  ail  you  can  on  reason 
and  the  rest  on  faith,  and  vou'll  die 
a  better  nun."  Lincoln,  the  speak- 
er  said,  was  not  a  man  to  implore 
God  to  be  on  his  Ride.  H.  was  a 
man  who  always  strove  to  be  on 
God  s  side,  do  ills'  bidding,  and  in- 
terpret His  wish  s  tor  the  nood  of 
humanity.  He  prayed:  "Show  me 
Thy  ways,  Oh  Lord,  teach  me  Thy 
paths." 

This  is  borno  Oi.t  in  one  of  the 
Lincoln  anecdotes.  A  commute, 
had  called  on  him  during  the  wax 
to  discuss  soma  matters  of  grave 
Importance.  Beiore  leaving,  one  of 
the  men  Bald:  "I  hope  God  Is  on 
our  hid.,  Mr.  Lincoln."  Abraham 
Lincoln  replied:  "I  am  more  con- 
o»  rned  whether  we  are  on  God's 
side." 

The  Rev.  Mr  Mill,  r  bpoke  of  Lin- 
coln's deep  and  sincere  trust  111 -God. 
"Many  times  I  have  gone  down  on 
my  knees  in  prayer,  because  there 
seemed  to  be  nowhere  •  lae  to  go,"  is 
a  beautiful  thought  expressed  by  the 
President  whose  "Chrlstllke  gentle- 
ness" and  "nobility  of  soul"  have 
made  him  the  most  outstanding 
figure  in  Am«ri  an  history,  he  said. 

All  of  this,  til-  speaker  claim..!, 
should  answer  efl  ctl  ely  those  who 
claimed  that  Lincoln  was  a  skeptic. 
"Every  man  in  his  younger  days  Is 
beset  by  doubt.  Lincoln  conquered 
all  doubts  and  achieved  perfect 
faith." 

When  message  ■  came,  ostensibly 
from  the  Indians,  advising  him  on 
how  to  run  the  war.  tlu  government, 
and  everything  else  Lincoln  quickly 
and  shrewdly  surmised  foul  play,  he 
said.  "Among  nil  th<  delegations 
that  came  to  visit  me,  the  Indian 
d<  legation  w  is  the  only  one  that 
didn't  gi\.-  m»  advice,  for  which  I 
was  thankful."  Llnculii  said.  'These 
messages  souud  strangely  like  what 
I  hear  from  niv  cabinet  all  day  long." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Miller  was  fervent 
in  his  enthusiasm.  "He  was  a  man 
whros.  enduring  qualities  of  soul  will 
always  survive,"  h>  exclaimed. 
"Religion  had  been  Implanted  in  him 
by  his  mother,  to  whom  he  said  he 
owed  everything  He  now  belongs 
to  the  ages.  We  do  homage  to  the 
:  flrat  American." 


Lincoln  and 
Interracial  Goodwill 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST  URGENT,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult,  tasks  of  American  Christianity  is  to  wipe 
out  the  stain  of  racial  hatred  in  this  country.    American  lynch- 
have  put  a  foul  blot  upon  our  flag.     The  scorner  in 
distant  parts  of  the  world  points  to  that  blot,  and  jeers  at 
our  democracy.     It  is  well  known  that  since  the  war  there 
has  been  such  a  revival  of  racial  consciousness  as  this  coun- 
try has  not  seen  for  a  generation.     Negro  troops  came  back 
from  the  war  conscious  of   having  done  a  citizen's  part. 
Whites  conceived  it  as  their  bounden  duty  "to  take  these 
nun  down."    The  lynchings  up  to  lasl  year  are  hardly  out- 
matched by  the  pogroms  of  czarist  Russia  in  their  ferocity. 
The  Federal  Council  has  a  white  man  and  a  Xe^ro  as  joint 
secretaries  of  a  commission  on  interracial  cooperation.    This 
maj  yet  prove  to  be  the  best  single  investment  the  council 
has  ever  made.    Southern  denominations  have  worked  with 
an  efficiency  and  courage  that  commands  admiration  on  both 
sides  of  the  .Mason  and  Dixon  line.     Of  anniversaries  the 
church  has  enough  these  days,  but  the  use  of   Lincoln's 
birthda)  as  a  time  for  speaking  a  hold  word  in  behalf  of 
(  hristian   brotherhood   is   most    timely.     Were   the  great 
Emancipator  alive,  he  could  suggest  no  cause  that  would 
better  link   up  with  his   name  and  memory.      Some  towns 
have  no  Negroes.    Others  have  but  a  few.    Great  cities  are 
likely  to  have  a  great   many.      But.  however  that   may  be. 
upon  every  church  there  rests  the  duty  of  creating  the  mind 
and  conscience  of  its  constituency.     The  churches  are  nol 
set   for  racial  amalgamation      But  there  are  certain  inalien- 
able civil  rights  and  certain   unmistakable  Christian   rights 
that  belong  to  any  man,  whether  he  be  white  or  black.  Many 
of  these  right:,  have  been   taken  away   from   black   men  m 
America   and    sometimes    from   Japanese   and    from    lews 
Christian  work  in   foreign  lands  is  impeded  by  the  wide- 
spread  belief   that   in   so-called   Christian   lands   there   does 
not  exist    a    grade    of    Christianit)     that    deserves   to   be 
exported.     The  greater  mission  problem  is  at  our  doors 
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Lincoln's  Spiritual  Leadership 

By  Ida  M.  Tarbell 

Author  of  "The  hift  of    lliruliaiil  Lincoln,     "Tin   l.iji  uj  Supolfou,     etc. 


IN*  Till',  great  unfinished 
cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Divine,  in  New  York  City, 
there  is  an  imposing  parapet — 
,t  procession  of  nineteen  sculp- 
turi  (1  figun  s  rei  > resent  m^;  the 
supreme  spiritual  leaders  in 
each  of  the  nineteen  centuries  <>t  the  Christian  era.  The 
last  of  these  figures,  the  leader  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
is  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Why  Bhould  a  great  church  select  a-,  the  spiritual  rep- 
resentative of  his  century  a  man  who  was  not  of  an\ 
church.'  What  basic  tiling  or  things  in  Christianity  did 
he  typify,  above  all  other  men  of  his  time,  in  the  minds 
of  the  distinguished  council  which  named  him?  Could  it 
have  been  other  than  thai  tin  \  ^av\  him  a>  the  chi<  f  apos 
tie  in  this  period  of  the  brotherhood  of  man,  thai  concep- 
tion which  with  the  Fatherhood  of  God  are  the  heart  of 
the  Christian  system  the  conceptions  by  which  the  church 
mu>t  ultimately  rise  or  fall? 

The  greatest  achievement  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  life 
was  carrying  into  the  ti>  Id  when  h>  operated  this  idea  of 
human  brotherhood.  He  saw  in  democracy  through  union- 
ism the  political  realizal ion  of  this  c<  ntral  notion  of  Chris- 
tianity. A  practice  in  our  country,  like  slavery,  which 
denied  the  brotherhood  of  man  was  to  him  a  denial  of 
Christianity,  and  its  support  either  a  failure  to  under- 
stand that  brotherhood  which  Christianity  sought  to  de- 
velop or  its  plain  denial  because  ol  sell  interest. 

Rarely  in  hi>  political  experience 
was  he  more  troubled  than  when  he  dis- 
covered in  the  campaign  of  I860  thai 
in  his  own  town  of  Springfield,  Illinois, 
where  he  certainly  was  known,  there 
w<  re  « >n I  \  two  or  three  ministers  out  of 
twenty  or  more  who  supported  hiin  in 
ln>  struggle  against  the  extension  of 
slavery.  '*I  do  not  understand  it,"  he 
told  a  friend  as  he  fingered  the  leaves 
o'  a  Bible,  reading  passage  after  pas- 
sage,  ft'jich  seemed  to  lum  to  he  direct 
commands  that  no  man  should  enslave 
another  maL  whatever  his  race  and 
color. 

His  In5;ght  Into  Essential 
Christianity- 
He  >nw  the  church  frequently  join- 
ing in  the  effort  to  perpetuate  rather 

than  destroy  human  bondage.  ''All 
the  powers  of  the  earth  seem  rapidly 
combining  against  him"   (the   Negro), 

he  said  in  hitter  sorrow.     "Mammon  is 


after  lum,  ambit  ion  follow  -, 
follows,   and    the    theology 
is  fast  joining  th<    crowd. 
lum   in   Ins   prison   bouse. 
searched  his  person  and  lef 
instrument   with  him." 
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Statlli    of  Abraham   Lincoln   in  the  tjrou j)  of 

spiritual  leaders  of  tin   nineteen  centuries 
of  the   Christian  era   in  the  ('dihedral  of 
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from  Lincoln's  words  and  actio. .s,  that  he  believed  that, 
it  was  only  the  kind  of  man  that  he  saw  portrayed  in  the 
Bible  who  could  ever  be  of  any  lasting  and  powerful  in- 
fluence in  building  up  democracy. 

His  Unique  Tolerance 

It  is  not  difficult  to  disocver  what  he  thought  a  man 
should  be.     In  the  first  place,  he  must  be  tolerant.     I  do 
not  know  in  history  a  truer  tolerance  than  he  showed, 
particularly  in  his  political  relations,  where  it  seems  some- 
times that  it  is  harder  to  be  tolerant  than  in  any  other 
field  of  life.     Take  his  attitude  toward  those  who  upheld 
slavery.    He  realized  that  they  thought— many  of  them— 
that  slavery  was  right ;  and,  inexplicable  as  that  thinking 
was  to  him,' he  refused  to  hate  them  because  of  it.    "Think- 
it  right,  as  they  do,"  he  said,  "they  are  not  to  blame  for 
desiring  its  full  recognition  as  being  right ;  but  thinking 
it  wrong,  as  we  do,  can  we  yield  to  them?     Can  we  cast 
our  votes  with   their  view  and  against  our  own?"     He 
could  not  and  would  not  do  that ;  but  he  could  not  and 
would  not  despise  and  abuse  them,  because  they  did  not 
yield  to  him.     When  finally  war  came  and  the  people  of 
the  South   were  his  out-and-out  enemies,  there  is  proof 
after  proof  that  he  practically  never  had  harsh  or  bitter 
feelings  toward  them.     And  this  is  the  supreme  test  of  a 
man's  tolerance. 

This  man,  that  he  conceived  to  be  the  Bible's  ideal, 
must  also  be  a  frank  man.  First  of  all,  lie  must  not  de- 
ceive himself,  he  must  be  willing  to  work  in  order  to  form 
sound  conclusions.  To  jump  at  a  conclusion,  take  it  be- 
cause those  about  him  hold  it— this  was  not  i.:      ty,  to 

his  notion.  You  must  know  what  you  think  and  why  you 
think  it,  and  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  then,  you  must 
shape  your  conduct  according  to  it.  That  is,  you  must 
give  your  intellectual  idea  your  moral  support.  You 
must  not  keep  this  conclusion  so  laboriously  formed  to 
yourself.  The  Bible  told  you  that  a  man's  communica- 
tion should  not  hide  your  thought  on  a  matter  where  it 
Mas  necessarv  that  men  should  know  your  opinion.  Nor 
must  you  hide  your  intention,  though  hiding  might  seem 
to  give  you  a  temporary  advantage. 


God  or  Mammon? 

Ml  of  this  seemed  quixotic,  impractical  to  many  of  his 
political  associate,.     And  it  certainly  lost  him  the  election 


to  the  Senate  in  1858.     In  1864,  when  he  was  running 
for  re-election  to  the  Presidency,  there  were  many  wise 
politicians  that  believed  he  had  utterly  ruined  his  chances 
by  his  insistence  on  making  another  draft.     Grant  needed 
the  men.     "But,"  said  his  counsellors,  "if  you  make  the 
draft,  vou  will  be  defeated."    "What  good  would  it  do  me 
to  be  elected  if  I  have  no  country?"  he  replied.     "We  need 
the  men  to  save  the  country."     And  so,  in  the  face  of  a 
possible  destruction  of  his  hopes  and  ambitions,  he  asked 
for  five  hundred  thousand  more  soldiers.   To  him  that  was 
the  only  right  thing  to  do.     It  was  his  interpretation  of 
the   Biblical   injunction   that   man   must   prefer   God   to 
mammon— mammon  being,  in  his  case,  office.     That  is,  he 
preferred  to  jeopardize  his  chances  for  an  office  to  sacrifice 
his  conception  of  what  God  would  have  a  Christian  man  do. 
He  saw  this  man  of  the  Bible  as  one  who  was  able  to 
co-operate  with  his  fellow  men.     The  great  rule,  "What- 
soever ye  would  that  men  do  to  you,  do  you  even  so  to 
them,"  was  to  his  mind  a  rule  of  co-operation.    He  did  not 
see  the  brotherhood  of  man  achieved  except  by  men  being 
willing  to'work  together.     The  country  was  made  up  of 
all  kinds  01  ,    ox   e,  they  were  all  called  upon  to  act  under 
the  Democratic  scheme,  to  act  as  brothers;  and  probably 
no  man  in  a  position  of  power  was  willing  to  include  as 
partners  in  the  enterprise  more  men  or  more  kinds   of 
men  than  Abraham  Lincoln.     That  was  the  way  he  in- 
terpreted brotherliness. 

No  Biblical  command  to  men  was  more  naturally 
-  d  willingly  accepted  by  Lincoln  than  that  to  be  merciful. 
*.  ^u1  if  there  was  ever  a  better  paraphrase  of  the  Bible's 
rule  o  Jiarity,  "Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse 
than  his  "with  malice  toward  none,  with-  charity  for 
ail,''  coupled  with  the  literal  interpretation  that  he  strove 
to  give  to  his  words.  Of  malice  he  would  have  none,  of 
revenge  he  would  have  none;  and  the  last  month  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  a  determined,  conscious  effort  to  soften 
the  bitterness  of  those  witli  whom  he  dealt. 

Do  we  not  have  here  an  impregnable  base  for  this 
selection,  bv  one  of  the  greatest  of  American  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the  spiritual  leader  of  his 
t^tury.  It  is  a  wise  and  noble  choice,  for  he  is  the  man 
wlo,  above  all  others  of  our  times,  has  understood  and 
Mruggled  to  realize  the  significance  of  the  Christian  doc- 
trine of  the  Brother  of  man,  and  who  has,  too,  understood 
*he  kind  of  character  ami  manhood  that  are  essential  it 
one  is  to  contribute  to  the  realization  of  that  brotherhood. 


LECTURER  SAYS  FEAR 
PERSECUTED  LINCOLN 

Falbe  Idea  ut  God  Abo  Beset 

Mark    Twain,     He 
Claims. 

By  International  N«wi  Sarvlcc  \    ■  ■ 

Chicago,  Feb.  14.— Abraham  i-iu- 
coin  and  Mark  Twain  were  oba  I 
by  fear  all  t in  ir  lives,  ai  conllug  t" 
Charles  Milton  Newcouib,  antbor, 
lecturer  and  newspaper  columnist, 
who,  by  the  way  wasn't  one  on 
Beared  wfien  be  addn  ssed  300  mem- 
bers  of  the  Chicago  Executive  club. 

"They  bad  t>>  watch  Abraham  Llu- 
coin,  when  be  waa  a  child  to  keep 
liiin  from  committing  sulcldi  '  New- 
comb  said.  "Lincoln  was  afrnld.  lie 
wasn't  afraid  oi  war  or  failure  or 
sudden  death.  He  was  afraid  of 
God. 

••.Mark  Twain  was  ahio  afraid  ol 
God.  Both  were  afraid  of  an  angry 
ami  avi  aging  <• 

"Twain    absorbed    this    fear    i 
slon  at   bis  mothei  s  kuo       I  'i"":" 
bad  it  preai  bed  into  bun  during  bis 

backwoods    boyji I    Lv    a    'bell-fire' 

evaugelisL     Neither    was    evei 
from  Its  shadow  as  long  as  ii«-  Uved. 


- 


The  Banner 

Feb.   1927. 
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THE  RELKUON  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

true  greatness    ol    Lincoln,    perhaps,    I  □    more    in    Its 

auty  in  hi:,  i.iith  and  religious  principles  than  In  any  other 
trail  ithful  i  barai  ter. 

lie  was  a  diligent  Btudent  of  the  Bihle,  knowing  it  better  than  he 
knew  any  other  book.  He  clung  to  no  individual  faith,  but  he  be- 
lli.^  religion  was  tou  broad  for  sectarianism,  ile 
stated  that  be  ivas  using  Christ  as  his  pattern  and  how  near  be  ap- 
proached to  ii.  i  example  all  men  <an  judge. 

In  all  his  Bpeeches  one  can  find  a  gem  rous  portion  of  love  Bow- 
ing forth;  love  of  God,  love  of  country,  and  a  Christian  love  and  fel- 
lowship for  his  countrymen.  In  his  addresses  you  will  find  not  one 
word  of  malice,  and  this  in  a  time  when  the  whole  country  was  torn 
With  hate  and   terror. 

He  can  d  little  tor  praise  but  he  loved  and  lived  to  stand  for  right 
and  feared  no  man.  He  spoke  the  great  eternal  truths,  that  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  all  honest  men  must  finally  u<  knowledge. 

He  is  quoted  as  having  Bald:  "I  am  nothing,  but  truth  is  every- 
thing; I  know  1  am  right,  because  I  know  that  liberty  is  right,  for 
Chri  i  teaches  liberty  and  Christ  is  God." 

It  BeemB  that  he  died  before  his  work  was  wholly  complete,  for 
In  his  death  both  the  North  and  the  South  lost  their  best  and  truest 
fri  nd;  one  who  perhaps,  by  the  great  outflowing  love  of  his  heart, 
could  have  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  draw  them  together 
again,  and  heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  Civil  War. 

Mason  City,  Iowa.  ASA  Lfc  ROY  BRIAR, 


The  Evangel lcat-Ues ganger 
February  12  ,   1S?7. 


(RELIGION) 


"Abraham  Lincoln  was  brought  up  in  a  Christian 
home.  No  boy  ever  received  more  definite  Christian 
training  than  that  given  to  him  by  Nancy  Hanks  and 
Sally  Johnston.  He  knell  al  the  family  altar.  He  went 
in  church.  He  was  swept  by  the  emotions  kindled  at 
camp-meetings.  He  beard  great  revivalists  like  Cart- 
wright  and  Akers.  There  oever  was  a  time  when  lie  was 
not  interested  mind  and  heart  in  Christian  preaching 
and  in  Christian  experience.  His  old  friend,  Billy 
Hrnu  n.  said  in  \>'.W,  ; 

'1  never  knew  anybody  who  seemed  to  me  more 
interested  in  God,  inure  curious  aboul  him,  more  anxious 
to  find  ou!  what  In-  ua.s  dri\m'  at  in  the  world  than 
.Mr.  Lincoln.  1  reckon  he  was  alius  that  u.n.  The 
Bible  was  the  whole  thing,  ami  there  ain't  any  doubt  he 
knew  it  prettj  near  by  heart,  knew  it  well  before  he 
could  ever  read.'  " — Ex. 


iaegywas 


The   Christian  Conservator,   Ft'cruary  8,   19°8, 
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Recollections  of  Mr.  Lincoln 

One  of  the  most  pathetic  incidents  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Lincoln  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge,  occurred  in  Washington  near  the. 
close  of  his  first   administration. 

Some  forty  or  fifty  women,  members  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission,  had  met  in  Wash- 
ington for  a  conference,  and  a  large  number 
of  them  decided,  at  the  conclusion  of  their 
conference,  to  call  upon  the  President.  It 
was  a  wonderful  interview,  and  shows  how 
completely  Mi.  Lincoln  trusted  in  the  wis- 
dom and  power  of  an  overruling  Providence, 

Long,  lank,  haggard,  ami  embarrassed, 
the  President  certainly  looked  as  though  he 
were  silently  wishing  that  this  additional 
burden  might  not  have  been  laid  upon  him. 
His  sorrowful  dark  eyes  were  far  sunken 
under  cavernous  eyebrow.-.  His  thick,  dark 
hair  lay  wildly  at  cross  purposes  over  his 
head.  His  lai  ge  noae  loomed  above  a  mouth 
Bet  in  a  heavy  muscular  framing,  which 
looked  as  if  it  had  never  smiled. 

Each  one  of  the  women,  as  she  shook 
hands  with  him,  had  tried  to  say  some  pleas- 
ant thing,  and  he  had  gravely  and  perfunc- 
torily replied  with  an  exprc.-sionless  "Thank 
you."    The  moments  were  getting   fearfully 


long. 

"Could  we  not  get  out?"  a  lad>  asked  in 
a  whisper.  But  just  at  that  moment  a  dear 
little  Quaker  woman  took  the  long-suffer- 
ing giant's  down-stretched  hand.  She  had 
to   rise   on   tiptoe,   and   as  she   did   so,   her 

Sweet  voice  Uttered  some  words  difficult  to 
catch.  But  their  effect  was  easy  to  see.  As 
when  the  lights  suddenly  blaze  behind  a 
cathedra]  window,  so  the  radiance  lighted 
up  those  rugged  features,  and  poured  from 
those  wonderful  eyes.  The  gaunt  form 
straightened;   the  mouth   became   beautiful 

in  its  sweetness.  It  I-  not  possible  to  c.i\e 
the  words  of  either  exactly,  but  this  was 
their  import: 

"Yes,  friend  Abraham,  thou  need  not 
think  thee  stand-  alone.  We  are  all  pray-  i 
ing  for  thee.  The  hearts  of  all  the  people 
are  behind  thee,  and  thee  can  not  fail.  The  . 
Lord  has  appointed  thee;  the  Lord  will  sus- 
tain thee,  and  the  people  love  thee.  We  are 
only  a  few  weak  women,  but  we  represent 
many.  Take  comfort,  friend  Abraham,  God 
is  with  thee — the  people  are  behind   thee."  i 

"I  know  it."  The  ureal,  soft  voice  rolled 
solemnly  and  sweetly  forth  from  the  trem- 
bling lips  of  the  President.  "If  I  did  not 
have  the  knowledge  that  God  is  sustaining 
me,  and  will  sustain  me,  until  my  appointed 
work  is  accomplished,  I  could  not  live.  If  1 
diil  not  believe  the  hearts  of  all  the  loyal 
people  were  with  me,  I  could  not  endure  it. 
My  heart  would  have  broken  lon^  ago. 

"Vnii  have  given  a  cup  of  cold  water  to 
a  thirsty  and  grateful  man.  Ladies,  you 
have  done  me  a  great  kindness  today.  I 
knew  it  before.  I  knew  that  good  men  and 
women  were  praying  for  me,  but  I  was  so 
tiled  and  hedged  about  with  care  that  I  had 
forgotten.     God    bless   you   all." — Exchange. 


The  Christian  Advocate 
February  9  ,  19'--8. 


Lincoln's  Religion 


n 


K.  NEWTON  BATKMAN,  an  Illinois  contem- 
porary of  Linoo]  \'>.  had  this  to  say  of  the  greati 
mill"-  faith : 

•  Abraham  Lincoln  believed  in  the  God  of  the  Bible,  in  flic  Chris-| 
■    -  'I.    .  il  ■  ■  i.  \    ..i   prayer,    iml  in  the  necessity    of  thai 


moral  and  religious  training  of  tlir  young  fur  which  I  plead.  I  know 
it  because  I  heard  it  from  his  own  lips,  in  man}  forms  of  expression, 
ig  i in    mil    i.'. mi. 

"I  -.hall  never  forget  an  interview  with  him,  one  calm  October  eve- 
ning,  ^ 1 1 •  •  r 1 1  v    before  1 1 i  ^  first  election.     Referring  to  the  momentous  ! 
issues  of  the  contest,  just  closing,  he  suid  !■>  me  with  great  solemnity 
ni   manner:  'I  know    there  Ls    .  God,  and  thai    He  hates  injustice  and 
slavery.     I  see  the  storm  cuming,  and  I  know    that   His  hand  is  in  it.  j 
li  Hi  has  a  place  and  work  for  tne,  and  I  Hunk  11-   has.  I  believe  1  am 
>i  iil\.     I   am  nothing,  but   truth  is  everything.     I    know   that    I    am 
rij_dit.  because   I   know    that   li t •«■  r t \    is  right,  for  Christ  teaches  it.     I 
have  told  them  thai    i  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand,  and 
liod  and   reason  sa)    the  same,  and  the)    will   tlnd   it   so.     I   mnj    not  ' 
see  tin-  end;  hut  it  will  come,  and  I  shall  be  vindicated;  and  these  nun  | 
will  1 1 1 1 < I  that  they  have  not  read  their  Bibles  aright.1 

"■|)mis  it  nol  iippear  -ti  ung»  .'  ~m!  he,  'thai  men  can  ignore  tin 
moral  aspects  of  tin-  contest?  \  revelation  could  not  make  it  plainer 
to  tne  that  cither  slaverj  or  Ihe  government  must  be  destroyed.  The 
future  would  be  something  awful,  as  I  look  at  it.  hut  for  the  rock 
mi  which  I  stand  [meaning  the  Bible  which  be  held  in  his  hand]. 

"'li    s,,  nis.'   lie  continued,     >s    if  God   had   borne    with  this  thing 
(slavery  )   until   the  verj    teachers  of  rrlipion  have  come   t.i  defend  il 
irmn  the  Bible,  and  t.i  claim  for  it  a  divine  character  and  sanction;  , 
and  now  the  cup  of  iniquity    is  full,  and  the  vials  of  wi  ith  will  he 
poured  nut.'  " 

Dr.    Bateman   adds:   "No  words  of   mine  can   describe   the  tender 
religious  tone  with  which  he  uttered  these  words.     The  conversation 
was  continued  for  nearl)   an  hour,  in  the  course  of  which  he  repeat- 
edly spoke  of  faith  in  the  Christian's  God  as  an  element  of  successful 
smanship,  and  the  only  assurance  of  ultimate-  success." 

This  testimony  "as  [ml   in  print   sixty  years  ngo,  and 
lias,  never  been  overthrown.     At  the  turn-  Doctor  Butt-limn 
was  Superintendent  of  Education  for  the  State-  of  niinois.  ' 
I  .ate  r  In  was  pre  side  lit  of  Knox  Collegi .     His  t<  stimony  is 
1 1.  \  ond  refutation. 


Says  Lincoln 
Did  Not  Flinch 


Rector.    Likening   Emanci* 

pator  to  Hezekiab,  Tells 

of  Hi>  Sufferings 

Looked    to    God    for    Help 


Tribute  to  the  memory  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  paid  by  Rev.  Harry  L.  Had- 
ley, rector  of  St  Stephen's  Episcopal 
Church.  In  preaching  ye.sterday  morn- 
ing on  "The  Captain  of  My   People  " 

The  sermon  was  based  on  the 
text.  '"Turn  again,  and  tell  Hezeklah 
the  captain  of  my  people.  Thus  said  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  David  thy  father.  "I 
have  seen  thy  tears:  behold,  I  will  heal 
thee:  on  the  third  day  thou  shall  go 
up  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord.'  "  from 
2  Kings,  20  5 

Mr  H&dley  likened  Lincoln  to 
Hrzekiah.  v. ho  lived  abou-.  "00  years 
before  Christ.  "Like  Hezeklah.  he 
said.  "Abraham  Lincoln  knew  the  emo- 
tions which  were  smoldering  In  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  like  Hezeklah 
he  looked  unto  Jehovah  for  strength 
and    for   guidance. 

"On  the  day  of  his  departure  from 
his  old  home  in  Springfield  he  made 
R  short  and  pathetic  address  from  the 
platform  of  the  train  A  thousand  old 
friends  and  neighbors  were  there  to 
bid  him  Oodspeed.  and  to  these  he 
•aid: 

"  'I  leave  you  not  knowing  when  or 
u nether  I  will  return,  with  a  task  i 
greater  than  that  which  reeled  upon  j 
Washington  Without  the  assistance 
of  the  Divine  Being  Who  ever  attended 
him  I  can  never  succeed.  With  that 
assistance  I  can  not  fall  ' 

Drank  Hitter  Cup. 
"Previous  to  this  he  had  written  to 
a  friend.  'I  have  read  on  my  knees  the 
ttory  of  Gethsemane.  where  the  Son 
of  God  prayed  in  vain  that  the  cup  ot 
bitterness  might  pa.«s  from  Him.  1  am 
In  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  now.  and 
my  cup  of  bitterness  is  full  and  over- 
flowing." 

"But  he  drank  that  cup,"  continued 
Mr.  Hadley.  "without  complaint;  he 
drained  the  very  dregs  which  the  cup 
contained.  The  insults  of  the  South- 
ern states  were  followed  by  open  rebel- 
lion and  this  was  followed  by  civil  war. 
We  cannot  appreciate  the  horrors  of 
that  period. 

"During  this  time  Abraham  Lincoln 
had  not  faltered,  but  he  had  suffered. 
Week  after  week  and  month  after 
month  he  had  faced  the  future,  never 
betraying  a  fear  that  the  Union  would 
not  triumph  in  the  end.  but  grieving 
sorely  at  the  long  delay.  He  was  at- 
tacked by  the  press:  he  was  criticized 
even  In  his  own  Cabinet,  he  was  handl- 
capped  by  the  weakness  and  Ineffi- 
ciency of  certain  of  his  generals.  Added 
to  all  this  was  the  burden  of  grief 
occasioned  by  the  loss  of  William,  his 
second   son,   a  child   of   ten. 


Recalling  that  Lincoln  was  not  a 
church  member,  but  that  he  was  nev- 
ertheless a  profoundly  religious  man 
and  spoke  frequently  of  the  will  of 
God.  Mr.   Hadley  continued:' 

"He  tells  of  praying  mightily  for  vic- 
tory at  Gettysburg,  his  addresses  and 
writings  indicate  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible.  Probably."  added  the  rector, 
"the  reason  why  he  did  not  become  a 
church  member  was  because  of  the 
narrowness  of  tome  of  the  sects  and 
because  of  their  undue  emphasis  on 
theology.  He  enjoyed  entertainment, 
fcometlmes  he  attended  the  theater,  and 
lor  this  he  may  have  been  criticized 
by  certain  of  the  narrow-minded 
Pharisees  in  the  churches:  perhaps  the 
influence  of  tne  Pharisees  In  the 
caurchee  was  one  factor  that  kept  him 
en    the  outside. 

"It  so  happened  that  he  was  In  the 
i  heater  when  the  shot  rang  out  which 
►  .locked  and  bereaved  a  nation  It  was 
l.i  the  theater  thai  the  captain  of  the 
people  fell,  an  Innocent  victim  to  the 
wrath    of   his   enemies. 

"The  years  have  passed,  and  on  this 
tne  birthday  of  one  who  seemed  to 
have  been  appointed  by  God  Himself 
to  lead  tile  people  through  a  period  of 
i.atlonal  crisis,  we  give  thank*  for  his 
(,ood  example  and  we  reverence  his 
memory"  ^        ,      ,  r 


..^_ 


kjiob  The  Soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Man  of  Faith;  But  Not  "A  Technical  Christian" 
By  Edgar  DeWitt  Jones 


/~\SK  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago  Fib 
V^  ruarv  li'th,  in  the  backwoods  of  Ken- 
tucky, Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  The 
year  of  his  birth  was  singularly  prolific  in 
the  number  of  great  men  it  gave  to  the 
world.  That  year  gave  to  science  Charles 
Darwin  and  Louis  Agaasiz;  it  gave  to  music 
Chopin  and  Mendelssohn;  it   g  poetrj 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Edgar  Allen  PoJ, 
and  Alfred  Tennyson;  it  gave  to  statesman- 
ship the  Hon.  William  E.  Qladstoue.  Of 
this  galaxy  of  geniuses,  none  was  b  irn  so 
lowly  as  Lincoln,  and  none  was  bo  highly 
exalted  as  he  whose  birth,  amidst  the  neces- 
sary hardships  of  pioneer  life,  was  obscure 
and  unheralded. 

Thomas  Carlyle  was  right  in  his  belief 
that  the  most  important  aspect  of  any 
man's  life  is  the  religions.  The  character 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  apprais  1 
from  almi  at  every  viewpoint  possible.  B  toks, 
articles,  lectures,  on— Lincoln  the  L 
Lincoln  the  Orator,  Lincoln  the  Statesman, 
Lincidn  the  Mystic,  Lincoln  the  Dreamer, 
Lincoln    the    Poel    -these   are  •    the 

in    the    immense    literature   that    has 
grown   up   about    him.      It    i.s    Lincoln,    the 
man  of  Faith,  that  mosl  inten 
raething     i  xceedingly     I 
wholesome   in   his   spiritual   growth   i 
traces   il    from   boyhood   !•>  the  hour  of  hi.- 
martyrdom.     By  the  soul  of  Lincoln  I  moan 
his    feeling   af1  his   d. .  , 

nee  upon  the  High     P   ..     .  the  com- 
fort and  consolation  that  came  to  liin 
communion  with  the  Unseen,  and  tin    ly  the 

.  'es  ol    faith, 
love  in  his  hi  ait. 

His  Religious   Ancestiy 

THE    in     ■■■  .      •    Lincoln  was  deeply  i el i 
-     I  le,  that  of  his  pnti 

grandfather,  tin }    were  Friends  •   • 

a    Bible  rending   people  ..rural 

infen  the    names   tin  y 

children,  tow  l  ,.,.:ij 

and  Abraham.     II.-   _         •-   u<r 
Baptists,  and   it   i>   probable   that   tl. 
p.  reon  of  distinction  that  the  lad  evi 
was  good  Parson   Elkins,   an   able    itin 
pastor  of  the  Bnptist  faith.     The  first  let)   r 
that  Abraham  wrote  was  to  this  friend,  his 
mother's   pastor,  asking   him   to 
deliver  a  sermon   over  her  grave.     He  was 
a  lad  of  ten  at  that  tin..',  and   the   ; 
of  his  young  mother   left   an    ineffaceable 
impression  upon  him. 

From  the  beginning,  the  Bible  had  a 
large  place  in  the  humble  home  of  Lincoln. 
There  has  come  down  to  us  a  Baying  of  his 
mother  that  is  well  authenticate,!.  -I  would 
rather  my  son  would  be  able  to  read  the 
Bible  than  to  own  a  farm,  if  he  can  have 
but  one."  The  influence  of  the  Bible  upon 
Lincoln's  life  and  writings  i-  easy  t  i  trace. 
If  any  one  will  take  the  pains  to  go  through 
his  published  works,  his  speeches  and  letters 
and  mark  every  reference  to  God,  to  Prov 
idence,  and  every  Scriptural  quotation,  he 
will  be  astonished  at  the  number  of  the 
markings  that    result. 

Perhaps  the  most  celebrated  of  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  his  historic  debates  with  Doug- 
las, was  entitled  "A  House  Divided  Against 
Itself  Cannot  Stand."  These  are  the  words 
of  Je^us  as  quoted  by  Mark  in  the  third 
chapter  of  his  Gospel.  When  reminded  that 
Douglas  was  a  very  great  man  and  the 
ablest  of  his  opponents  very  small,  Lincoln 
answered  with  a  verse  from  the  fourth  verse 
of  the  ninth  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes.  -'Let 
this  be  granted  that  a  living  dog  is  better 


than  a  dead  lion.''  In  his  impressive  second 
Inaugural  Address,  he  mentions  the  name 
of  Diety  seven  tunes,  and  makes  three  lull 
quotations  from  the  Scriptures. 

"Judge   not   that  ye  be  not  judged." 
"Woo  unto  the  world  because  of  ..ileuses, 
for    it    mu.-t    needs   be   that    offenses 
but    woe    to    that    man    by    whom    offenses 
come. " 

"The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  right 
eous  altogether." 

Visitors  to  the  old  homestead  at  Spring 
field  are  permitted  to  see  Mr.  Lincoln's  copy 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  bears  the  marks 
of  constant  usage.  Indeed  he  was  so 
familiar  with  the  contents  of  the  Bible  as 
to  l,e  able  t  ■  turn  :■■  a  passage  he  desired 

without  the  loss  Of  a  moment  '.-  time.    Speak 

I    the   Bible,  he  once  said,  •  'Take  all 

■  •I    tin-    Book    that    voii    can    on    reason    an. I 

the  balance  by  faith,  and  you  will  live  and 


Abraham   Lincoln 

die  a  better  man.  "    In  res] 
of  colored   men   who   presented   him   with   a 
copj   of  tic  II. .ly  Scriptures,  he  -aid:   "In 
regard  to   this   great    Book,   I    have  but  to 
Bay   it   i>   the   best   gift   God   has   given   to 

man.      All    tie-    g I    Savior    gave    to    the 

world  is  communicated  through  this  Book. 
But  for  it  we  could  not  know  righl  from 
wrong.  All  things  most  desirable  foi  man's 
welfare  here  and  hereafter  are  to  be  found 
portrayed    in   this  Book." 

The  Praying  Lincoln 

HE  WAS  a  prayerful  man.  The  prob- 
abilitiea  are  that  he  was  a  praying  man 
long  before  his  presidency,  bit  the  ordeal 
of  fire  through  which  he  passed  revealed 
that  fa.-t.  We  need  a  new  definition  of 
prayer.  Our  conception  of  prayer  i-  faulty 
for  the  most  part.  We  think  of  prayer 
mostly  as  petition,  and  it  is  partly  that  of 
course.  lie  who  realizes  the  presence  of 
God  i-  prayerful,  for  in  such  realization  he 
is  in  communion  with  God,  and  that  is 
prayer.  Lincoln's  idea  of  prayer  is  indi- 
cate.]   in   the  sensible  answer  which   he  made 

to  n  ministerial  visitor  who  expressed  the 
that  the  Lord  was  on  the  aide  of  the 
Union — "I  know  the  Lord  is  always  on  the 
side  of  right,  but  God  is  ray  witness  that 
it  is  my  constant  anxiety  and  prayer  that 
both  myself  and  this  Nation  should  be  on 
the  Lord  's  side. ' ' 


Lincoln  expressed  the  hope  in  his  farewell 
-pcech  at  Springfield  that  the  people  would 
pray  for  him.  To  numerous  delegations  of 
clergymen  who  visited  him  at  Washington 
ami  it:  much  of  the  correspondence  during 
those  years,  he  expressed  the  same  fervent 
wish.  Man\  ><(  his  state  papers  are  per 
meated  with  the  atmosphere  of  prayer.  His 
proclamation  uf  a  National  Fast  Day,  Au- 
gust il'.  1861,  recommending  a  day  of  pub- 
lie  prayer,  is  characterized  by  a  religious 
.  at  onee  so  tender  and  solemn  that  it 
resembles  the  passages  from  the  Hebrew 
prophets.  No  one  but  a  devout  believer  and 
a  man  of  prayer  could  have  penned  that 
paper.  Lincoln's  habits  of  prayer  are  too 
well  known,  too  well  established,  to  need 
much  ,  ,. nun.  hi.  Thai  many  apocryphal 
stories  bearing  on  his  prayerfulness  have 
beei  widely  circulated  is  true.  The  oft-re- 
peated and  dramatic  story  of  his  visit  in 
disguise  to  Beecher's  home  in  Brooklyn 
where  witli  that  great  preacher  he  spent  the 
entire    night    ill    prayer   cannot    be    verified. 

Not  a   "Technical  Christian" 

LINCOLN    was    not    a   "Technical    Chris 
tian."     The  phrase  is  that   of  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln who  used  it   in  answer  to  n  question  as 
to  whethei  In  i  husband  was  a  Believer.    Mr. 
Lincoln    attended   chinch   services    and   sup 
i  the  Church   financially.     Yet  he  never 

■  I   with   '!n    i 'liiiich.     He  gave  his  rea- 
sons, and  they  worth   remembering.     To 

one  who  asked  liim  about  his  religion,  he 
replied : 

I  ■     never    joined    any    church,    but 

when  any  chinch  will   inscribe  over  its  altar 
-nle  qualification   lor  membership  the 
of   the  Sa\  ior,  '  Thou   shall    love   the 
i  thy  God  w  itli  all  thy  heart,  and   n  itli 

all  thy  soul,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,' 
that  Church  will  1  join  with  all  my  heart 
and    with    all    my   soul." 

T.i  be  sure,  all  churches  inscribe  these 
words  over  their  altars,  bul  they  inscribe 
-o  many  other  things  that  this  great  teach- 
ing is  often  obscured  or  made  to  appear 
secondary. 

There  has  been  almost  endless  discussion 
Lincoln's  attitude  toward  the  divinity 
of  Christ.  Like  the  brook,  that  discussion 
will  go  on  forever.  There  is  a  conversa 
tion,  controverted  it  is  true,  which  Mr.  Lin- 
coln had  with  Newton  Bateman,  State  Su- 
perintendent of  Instruction  in  Illinois,  in 
which  Mr.  Lincoln  declared  his  belief  in  the 
unique  nature  of  Jesus.  Moreover  his  ref 
in  the  writings  of  his  later  life  and 
in  public  speech  is  that  of  one  who  looked 
upon  Jesus  as  more  than  a  man.  He  espe- 
cially liked  the  word  "Savior,"  and  used 
it  frequently.  I  would  not  affirm  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  held  any  particular  theory  as  to  the 
divinity  of  Jesus,  for  one  may  believe  in 
the  divine  Christ  without  accepting  any  one 
or  all  of  the  theories  of  His  divine  nature. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  mind  was  direct,  and  he  was 
out  and  out  an  honest  thinker.  The  specu- 
lative theology  of  his  day  bewildered  and 
perplexed  him.  It  kept  him  out  of  the 
Church  just  as  it  has  kept  tens  of  thousands 
of  others  out.  Mr.  Lincoln  's  mind  leaped 
at  once  past  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
religion  to  tin;  practical  graces  and  vir- 
tues thereof.  It  is  well  to  remember  that 
Jesus  found  himself  at  variance  with  the 
religious  teachers  of  his  day,  because  they 
stressed  the  form  or  the  ceremony  and  mini- 
mized the  spirit  and  character. 
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The   Gentlest  of  Men 

IT  WAS  love  that  transfigured  Abraham 
Lincoln's  life.  His  life  was  an  expo- 
sition of  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  First 
Corinthians.  Tolstoy  called  him  "A  Christ 
in  Miniature. 'I  Lincoln  found  no  joy  in 
hunting.  He  could  not  bear  to  inflict  pain. 
With  two  other  attorneys  he  was  once  rid- 
ing along  an  Illinois  highway  when  his  at- 
tention was  attracted  to  three  fledglings 
that  had  been  blown  out  of  a  nest  in  a 
windstorm  during  the  night.  The  birds  were 
too  small  to  fly  and  were  chirping  pitifully. 
Lincoln  dismounted  from  his  horse,  picked 
up  the  fledglings,  searched  about  until  he 
found  the  nest  from  which  they  had  been 
blown  and  restored  them  to  their  home.  One 
of  his  companions  twitted  him  about  taking 
time  to  do  such  a  thing  and  he  replied  that 
his  sleep  would  have  been  troubled  that 
night  if  he  had  not  done  it. 

Of  tender-hearted  men  we  cannot  have  tou 
many.  A  Hindu  visiting  in  tills  country 
created  a  sensation  when  he  said  in  the 
midst   of  a  public  address: 

"You  Christians  are  cruel  to  animals; 
you  have  not  learned  the  gentleness  of  your 
Master;  you  cause  so  much  needless  pain." 

The  love  of  Lincoln  manifested  itself  in 
manj'  ways ;  sometimes  in  the  pardoning  of 
a  soldier  who  was  sentenced  to  be  shot  for 
sleeping  at  the  post  of  duty;  frequently  in 
an  act  of  kindness  to  a  little  child ;  often 
in  a  word  of  comfort  to  a  bereaved  mother, 
as  for  example  his  famous  letter  of  sym- 
pathy to  Mrs.  Bixby  condoning  her  on  the 
loss  of  four  sons  fallen  in  battle. 

The  Love  of  Lincoln 

riE  unselfishness  of  this  man  can  only 
be  explained  by  the  greatness  of  his 
love.  He  was  cruelly  criticized,  brutally  slan- 
dered, but  when  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled 
not  again.  A  Chicago  newspaper  expressed 
the  wish  editorially  that  Lincoln  were  dead, 
and  intimated  that  a  great  many  would  find 
joy  at   helping   to   bury  him.     One   of   the 


commanding  generals  suppressed  the  paper 
from  circulating  at  army  headquarters,  and 
when  Mr.  Lincoln  heard  of  it,  he  counter- 
manded the  order.  When  members  of  his 
cabinet  were  criticizing  him  behind  his  back 
and  consorting  with  politicians  who  were 
opposed  to  him,  Mr.  Lincoln  took  no  con- 
cern of  the  matter  except  to  affirm  his  be- 
lief in  the  ability  of  these  same  oificials  and 
that  their  services  were  needed  by  their 
country  in  the  capacities  to  which  he  had 
appointed  them.  Someone  twitted  him  for 
appointing  Secretary  Chase  to  his  cabinet, 
and  when  pressed  for  a  reason  for  sueli  a 
statement,  replied :  ' '  He  thinks  he  is  a 
bigger  man  than  you  arc."  "Is  that  all?" 
said  Lincoln.  ' '  I  wish  every  member  of  my 
cabinet  was  a  bigger  man  than  I  am;  that's 
the  kind  of  men  I  am  looking  for."  He 
patiently  endured  the  taunts  and  sneers  of 
a  multitude  because  his  was  a  nature  to  find 
excuses  even  for  his  enemies. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  never  a  sectionalist 
or  a  partisan.  To  save  the  Union  at  all 
hazards  and  to  bring  about  reconciliation 
between  the  North  and  South  was  the  pas- 
sion of  his  presidency.  He  never  used  the 
word  ' '  rebel ' '  with  reference  to  the  South. 
Once  when  that  word  was  used  in  his  pres- 
ence he  administered  a  mild  rebuke,  saying  ; 
• '  Do  not  call  them  '  rebels, '  call  them 
•confederates.'"  Of  all  the  noble  senti- 
ments Mr.  Lincoln  expressed,  none  is  nobler 
than  the  words:  "I  have  not  only  suffered 
for  the  South;  I  have  suffered  with  the 
South."  His  spirit  of  conciliation  was 
shared  by  few  of  the  party  leaders.  When 
Mr.  Lincoln  proposed  to  pay  the  South  for 
the  slaves  he  had  freed,  there  was  not  a 
member  of  his  cabinet  who  favored  the 
proposition.  The  expression,  "With  malice 
toward  none,  with  charity  toward  all, ' '  re- 
veals the  love  of  his  great  heart  shining  in 
every  letter. 

Shortly  before  he  died  General  Fitzhugh 
Lee,  nephew  of  the  famous  Southern  Com- 
mander, and  himself  an  officer  in  the  Con- 


federate army,  paid  a  visit  to  Springfield, 
Illinois,  in  order  to  visit  the  Lincoln  shrines. 
He  went  out  to  the  Lincoln  homestead,  and 
.  the  wife  of  the  custodian,  a  Mrs.  Edwards, 
showed  General  Leo  through  the  house  that 
day.  General  Lee  came  unattended,  and 
when  he  introduced  himself  to  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, a  distant  relative  of  Mrs.  Lincoln 
by  the  way,  every  possible  courtesy  was  ex- 
tended to  the  distinguished  visitor.  He  was 
taken  into  every  room  and  some  mementos 
were  shown  him  that  are  not  exhibited  to 
the  ordinary  visitor.  Thus  from  room  to 
room  they  went,  and  when  they  returned 
to  the  downstairs  sitting  room  with  its  plain 
furnishings,  General  Lee  sat  down  on  the 
famous  old  haircloth  settee,  buried  his  face 
in  his  hands  and  wept.  Recovering  himself 
with  difficulty  he  apologized  to  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, saying,  ' '  Madam,  pardon  my  emo- 
tion, but  I  have  lived  over  in  agony  the 
days  of  the  Civil  War  and  memory  of  the 
dreadful  day  that  brought  the  news  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  been  shot.  Oh,  the  love  of 
the  man,  the  pathos  and  the  tragedy  of  it 
all.    The  South  never  had  a  better  friend." 

"And  so  he  came, 

From  prairie  cabin  up  to  Capitol, 
One   fair   ideal   led   our  chieftain   on. 
Porevermore   he   burned   to  do  his   deed 
With   the  fine  stroke  and   gesture  of  a  kind. 
He   built  the   rail   pile  as  he   built   the  state. 
Pouring  his  splendid  strength  through  every 

blow, 
The  conscience   of  him   testing   every  stroke, 
To   make   his   deed   the   measure  of  a   man. 

So  came  the  Captain  with  the  mighty  heart; 
And  when  the  step  of  earthquake  shook  the 

house, 
Wresting  the  rafters  from  their  ancient  hold, 
He  held  the  ridge-pole  up  and  spiked  again 
The  rafters  of  the  Home,  he  held  his  place — 
Held  the  long  purpose  like  a  growing  tree — 
Held   on    thru'     blame   and   faltered     not   at 

praise, 
And  when  he  fell  in  whirlwind,  he  went  down 
As  when   a  kingly  cedar  green  with  boughs 
Goes    down     with    a    great   shout  upon     the 

hills, 
And    leaves    a    lonesome    place    against     the 
sky." 


f  THE  RELIGION  OF  LINCOL*. 

As  the  year.,  go  by  there  ismai.ifcrf  an  increas- 
ingjlendency  towards  an  HlSiSlBW  of  Aj>ra£m 


,    Yearly  he  grows  in  public  estecrnjyfck**- 
which  seems  to  be  accumulating 011 


fee  din,  which  seems  to  be  accumulating*™ 
in  tjikiliil t  M  U  tender  reverence.  And  this  senti- 
menfis  not  limited  to  America.  Indeed,  it  is  world- 
wide. Almost  universally  he  is  coming  to  be  re- 
g*  -ded  as  the  personification  of  popular  rights  and 
£  mlar  liberties,  the  patron  saint,  so  to  --peak,  of 
?  nocracy  everywhere.  His  name,  his  character, 
his  word,,  are  familiar  in  .every  land,  and  it  is  a 
sii-gular  cwdei.ee  of  the  reverent  respect  in  which 
he  is  held  that  in  all  the  Hood  of  biographical  liter- 
ature  designed  to  debase  or  to  "debunk"  the  world's 
heroes,  Lincoln  has  not  been  touched. 

Rooks  continue  to  be  written  about  I  manj 

of  them,  and  it  would  seem  that  do  detail   oi  I 
ile,  however  insignificant,  ha     I  .atioil 

uid  record,  yet  in  none  that   we  know  ol   is  th<    > 
l.scernible   any   intent   to   disparage   him.     On   thfl 
-jntrary,  every  one  manifests  moie  or  less  of  that 
t-ling  of  veneration  to  which  we  hav«  n  ferred,  and 
attributes  more  or  less  to  it     growth.      Vnd  most 
uncus  it  is  that  this  veneration,  which  is  almost 
eligious   in   its   character,    and    which    perha] 
trongest  among  people  of  religious  sentiments  and 
endencies,  should  apply  to  one  who  in  his  life  was 
.ften  charged  with  infidelity,  whose  intimate  friends, 
>ome  of  them,  such  as  Herndon,  his  law  partner  and  | 
jiographo*,  regarded  him  as  "a  sort  of  infidel."  and 
who  himself   believed   that   his  defeat  in    1841    was 
due  to  reports  that  he  was  not  a  Christian. 

All  of  these  impressions,  however,  gr<  w  out  of 
his  questioning  attitude  toward  some  aspects  of 
theology.  Just  as  Benjamin  Frankjin  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  were  called  athei  tfi  because  they  declined 
to  accept  certain  artid<  of  orthodox  belief,  though 
both  were  profoundly  religious  nun,  so  Lincoln  was 
termed  an  infidel  while  he  all  the  time  had  an  un- 
wavering faith  in  the  fundamentals  of  religion  and 
embodied  its  best  principle-  and  precepts  in  his  own 
life.  He  never  joined  a  church  but  there  is  abundant 
evidence  that  he  was  none  the  less  a  devout  Chris- 
tian. 

"I  doubt  the  possibility,  or  propriety,  ti  settling 
the  religion  of  Jesus   Christ   in   the   models  of   man- 
made  cre.eds  and  dogma.-,"  he  once  said.     "It   was 
a  spirit  in  the  life  that  he  laid  Stress  on  and  taught, 
if  I  read  aright.     I  know  I  see  it  to  be  so  with  me. 
The  fundamental  truths  reported  in  the  four  gospels 
as  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  Christ,  and   thai    I   first 
heard  from  the  lips  of  my  mother,  are  settled  and 
fixed  moral  precepts  with  me.     If  the  church  would 
a  k  simply  for  assent  to  the  Saviour's  statement  of 
the  substance  of  the  law,  'Thou  shalt  love  the  Lori 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and   with   all   thy   soul 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  a-,  thyself,' 
;  that  church  would  I  gladly  unite  with." 


:         That  "statement  of   the   substance   of   the   law" 
,  embodied   Lincoln's  religion,  the  religion   which   he 
I  believed  and  which  he  lived.    For  his  profound  faith 
in  and  deep  love  for  God   are  shown  in   numerous 
I  utterances  and  expressed  in   many  acts.     And  the 
principle,  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  he  so  ap- 
I  plied  in  his  private  and  public  relations  as  to  make 
him  one  of  its  outstanding  exponents  in  human  his- 
tory.    Few  men  have  ever  applied  it  so  broadly,  so 
universally,  and  with  such  effect  upon  the  welfare 
and  moral  uplifting  of  mankind  as  did  he.     He  be- 
lieved not  only  in  God  but  that  he  himself  was  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  God.  ,  "God  seLects  his 
own    instruments    and    sometimes    they    arc    queer 
ones,"  he  once  said.     "For  instance  he  chose  me  to 
steer  the  ship  through  a  great  crisis."     Nowhere  is 
the  depth  of  his  faith  more  impressively  shown  than 
in  that  masterpiece  of  expression,  the  second  inaug- 
ural address. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Lincoln  was  sincere- 
ly and  profoundly  religious,  nor  that  his  religion  in- 
fluenced all  his  acts.  And  perhaps  in  the  conse- 
quences of  that  religion,  expressed  in  his  public  and 
private  conduct,  operating  for  the  hea-iit  of  hu- 
manity, is  to  be  disci  rned  the  basis  of  the  universal 
veneration  in  which  his  memory  is  held. 

r,  x^na  MO,    itOM  0  . 
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COLNS   RELIGION. 


le  Believed  in  God.  Duty  and  Im- 
mortality. 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  deep  re- 
ligious  nature  and  a  genuine  Cliristian 
faith.  I  have  summarized  his  creed 
in  his  own  words  as  follows:  "I  be- 
lieve in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of 
nations,  our  great  and  good  and  merci- 
ful Maker,  our  Father  in  heaven,  who 
notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow  and  num- 
bers the  hairs  of  our  heads.  I  recog- 
nize the  sublime  truth  announced  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by  all 
history  that  those  nations  only  are 
blest  whose  God  is  the  Lord.  I  be- 
lieve the  will  of  God  prevail-.  With- 
out Him  all  human  reliance  is  vain. 
Without   the  that    Divine 

Keing  I  cannot  succeed.  With  that 
assistance  I  cannot  fail.  I  have  a  solemn 
oath  registered  in  heaven  t  i  finish  the 
work  I  am  in,  in  full  view  of  my  re- 
sponsibility to  God,  with  malice  to- 
wards none;  with  charity  to  all;  with 
firmness  in  the  right  as  G  me 

see  the  right.     Commending   th 
who  K.ve  me  to  hi-  care,  a-   I   h  ipe  in 
their   praycr<    they    will    commend    me, 
I   look   through  the   help  of  God   I 
joyous   meeting   with   many   loved 
gone  before." 

Yet  Abraham   Lincoln   never   united 
with   any    church       The    reason,    1    be- 
lieve,   is   that    Lincoln   never  came   into 
intimate    personal   touch    with   religion, 
and  in  any  oi  its  modern  it:    - 
pression    that    might    have    defined    bis 
iwn    religious   convictions       His    faith 
was    fundamentally    right;    but    he    was 
kept  out  of  church   member-hip  I 
dogmatism  of  a  narrow  and  unreason- 
able  creed.    It   is    probable    that   during 
his    nr-t    twenty-one    years    he     never 
beard    a    minister   preach    who   be! 
the  earth   was  round. 

1  b<re    i-    go  "I     reas  hi    to    belie\  e, 
though   tin-   story    has 
and    distorted,    that    while    he    lived    in 
\'ew    Salem    Lincoln    was    skeptical.   It 
ik    him    some    time    to    emerge    from 
that     mental     condition.       Two     hooks, 
both  read  after  he  went  to  Springfield, 
made  a  profound  impression  upon  him. 
One    was   "The    Christian's    Defense," 
by   the   Rev.    lame<   Smith.      It   was   the 
report  of  an  extended  di  bate  somewhat 
like  that   which    Lincoln   later  himself 
bad   with    Douglas,   but    insl    td   of  be- 
ing on  politics  it  was  on  the  evidences 
of    Christianity.      For     the     first     time 
Lincoln    learned    the    reasonable    evi- 
.  deuces    in    favor   of    the    Christian    re- 
ligion.     The    Rev.    James    Smith    was 
the    Presbyterian    minister    in    Spring- 
Held      Mrs.   Lincoln   was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  church,  but  Mr.  Lincoln 
md    the    family    rented    a    pew    in    Dr. 
Smith's    church    and    retained    it    from 
l^:l>   to    1861.      Dr.    Smith    became    his 
intimate   friend  and   Lincoln   himself  is 
"iir    authority    for    the    statement    that 


The  other  book  he  read  which  made 
.,    deep    impression    upon    him    was    by 
Robert   Chambers,  of  the  famous   Brit- 
ish publishing  firm  by  that   name,  and 
was  entitled  "Vestiges  of  the  Natural 
History   of    Creation."      It    was   a   pre- 
Darwinian    exposition    of    the    doctrine 
of  evolution.     Lincoln  was  moved  and 
convinced  by   it.     The  third  edition   of 
the    book    had    a    supplement    showing 
more  clearly   that  the  doctrine  of  evo- 
lution   as    therein    set    forth    was    con- 
si-tent    with    the    Christian    faith.    Lin- 
coln   procured    that    edition    and    again 
read  the  book.     It  became  his  treatise 
on  the  harmony  of  science  and  religion 
and  many  a  man  might  read  the  same 
old  bo.k  even  now  with  genuine  profit. 
As  ..   matter  oi  fact,  an   inexpensive 
new    edition    of    it    was    published    not 
long    ago.       Whoever    wants    to    know 
what   Abraham  thought   of  the  contro- 
versies   that    have    had    their   recrudes- 
cence   <|uite    recently    might    well    buy 
that  little  book  and  Study  it  from   Lin- 
coln's  point   of  view. 

He  came  to  be  a  believer  in  what 
he  called  miracles  under  law.  He 
his  f  lith  on  an  interrup- 
tion of  the  natural  processes  in  which 
he  found  the  laws  of  God  operative 
but  bad  to  find  his  faith  in  an  ordered 
universe.        He     found     it         He     believed 

in  a   progrcs  ive    God,    a    progressive 

creation  and  a  progressive  revelation. 
He  always  believed  in  God.  He  be- 
lieved in  prayer.  Mrs.  Lincoln  said 
truly  of  him.  "He  hnical 

Christian;  he  was  religious,  but  re- 
ligion  was  a  kind  of  poetry  to  him." 
That  is  to  sa)  .-1  und<  rstand  it.  he 
bad  a  deeper  religion  than  he  could 
e\;.r«-s  in  logical  terminology.  His 
religion  wa-  not  merely  rationalistic. 
as  it  certainly  was.  but  was  also 
.,-  it  should  have  been. 
It  would  have  been  worth  much  to 
Lincoln  if  he  had  had  a  minister  as 
learned  ami  logical  as  go  1  Dr  Smith 
but   with  a  more  progressive  tl" 

Lincoln  did  not  know  the  Universal 
i-t  denomination  and  denominati 
was  not  a  Universalist.     Hut  the  severe 
doctrine  be  heard  preached  in  hi-  boy- 
.1   drove  him  to  believe  in  the  final 
salvation   of  all   men.     He   believed   in 
future      punishment      and      sometimes 
thought  the  doctrine  was  not  preached 
enough.     Law  to  him  was  stern,  and  a 
righteous    God,    he    said,    must    punish 
sin.    as    a    righteous    government    must 
punish    violation   of   its   laws.      Rut    he 
de<  lared   that   he  could  not   believe   in 
an  all-powerful   God   who  would   make 
any    human    soul    and    condemn    it    to 
ultimate     and     everlasting     damnation. 
Hi-    conservatism    drove    him    to    that 
conclusion. 

Some  church  members  called  him  an 
infidel  while  he  lived  and  others  in- 
vented stories  of  his  conversion  to 
their  faith  after  he  was  dead.  He  was 
infidel  and  he  was  not  a  convert 


Certain  unfounded  stories  have  crept 
into  the  various  lives  of  Lincoln.  One 
recent  author  of  a  life  of  Lincoln  repre- 
sents his  mother  as  singing  to  young 
Abe  the  well-known  missionary  hymn. 
"From  Greenland's  Icy  Mountains  and 
India's  Coral  Strand."  There  was  at 
least  one  good  reason  why  she  did  not 
do  so.  That  hymn  was  not  written  un- 
til after  she  was  dead. 

Lincoln's  belief  was  stated  to  Henry 
Champion  Deming  shortly  before  his 
death  and  put  on  record  by  Mr.  Dem- 
ing in  a  memorial  service  before  the 
two  houses  of  the  Connecticut  legisla- 
ture. Lincoln  was  showing  Deming 
a  fme  new  Bible  which  the  colored 
people  bad  given  him,  and  the  conver- 
sation turned  to  Lincoln's  own  faith. 
H,.  said  that  formal  creeds  as  he  bad 
known  them  were  not  for  him  but  if 
any  church  would  establish  as  its  sole 
condition  of  membership  the  two-fold 
requirement  of  love  to  God  and  love 
to  man,  that  church  be  would  gladly 
join. 

lu-t     alter     the     battle     of     Antietam, 
Lincoln  told   Ins  cabinet   he   had   prom- 
ised   God   lb.it    if   lien.    Lee   were   driven 
back  from   Antietam.  be  would  free  the 
slaves.      This    fact    is    testified    to    by 
Salmon   1'.  Chase  and  Gideon  Welles, 
both   members  of  the  cabinet,   who  re- 
cord-d  it  in  their  diaries,  and  by  Frank 
B.  Carpenter,  who  painted  a  picture  of 
the    cabinet    and    published    the    state- 
ment while  all  the  members  of  the  cab- 
nut    were  still  living,  and   it  was  never 
denied.     Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  man 
.  f    faith    and    prayer,    a    man    who    be- 
lieved   in    God,    duty,   and    immortality. 
William  E.  Barton. 
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LINCOLN  AND  HIS  RELIGION 

By  JOHN  CARLYLE 

»aa  NOt  i°Dgua?0  °ne  °f  the  forem09t  Preachers  of  the  Eastern  States 
addressed  a  body  of  his  associates. 

"The  United  States  is  growing  more  irreligious  continually"  eald 
he.     'A  'pentecost'  is  due."  y'    8am 

rhri^TiT  8S°8t  CQUalIy  pron»lneDt  d'^e  called  for  a  revival  of 

ex  «t  thfth-  0U^}lChUrch',   he    8ald-   "»«   cloing   almost    ever "thing 
except  the   thing  she   was  set  up   to   do."  fining 

Are  these  things  wholly  true? 

Is  it   not  possible  that  what  these  leader*  tik>  fn-  .   #  .. 

o.  ...... orac„,  £S?LSi^2Sr,=*£ ""* "•"•«" 

or  ceremonials.     But  with  all   hi.  £  wnaleler  for  differences  in  creed 
said  .hat:  '  ^  h<?art  he  belleved  *  God.    Nlcolay 

ftJtaJL?    ,a,,h    ,D    lhC    Cternil    JuStlC0    «-    ^undless    mercy   of 

No  more  than  that    Derhan?      m»„k     .v 
-t    formulated    his    bellS -further       Bu     *    ™T  ""  l°djy  has 
To  believe  in  God  and  eternal    us L       ,  k  fttt    trUe    re«*Jon! 

°7  the  Golden   Rul"  '      '"  and  bou»««««B  mercy?    To  |Iva 

True    rel,gi0n    has    no    relaUo„    I0   outward    torn, 

cowrim  lW  b7  The  Aii0cUle(1  Kew3l.4per0 
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Lincoln  in  Religion,  Politics, 

as  Revealed  by  Old  Friends 


SEEKING  OFFICE 


VIEWS  OF  FAITH 


BY    KATHLEEN    McLAUGHLIN. 
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labor,  and  even  against  bis  effort, 
why.  he  is  the  lirst  man  on  hand  for 
the  best  oilier  our  state  lays  anj 
to.  Shall  this  thing  be?  i  Kir 
will  throw  down  their  arms 
and  light  •  if  tl"-  fruit  of  their 
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I  have  not  heard  of  him — what  in- 
ftuence  opt  rates  [sic]  for  him  I  can- 
i.oi  conceive-  your  position  makes  it  a 
matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  you,  ?hat 
Im  lustration  shall  be  successful; 
and  be  assured,  nothing  can  more  en- 
danger it  than  making  appointment* 
through  old  hawker  foreign  influences 
which  offend,  rather  than  gratify,  the 
people  immediately  interested  in  the 
ollici  s. 

"Can    you    not    imd    time    to    write 
ii. .     even  half  so  loim  a  letter  as  this? 
I    shall   be  much  gratified   if  you   will. 
U.  servt.     A.  Lincoln." 


A    few    weeks    latei    Lincoln   penned 

a   shorter   letter   lo   J>r.   J.    B.    Merrick 

of    Chicago,    asking    his    indorsement 

ie  appoinlnienl .     Through  t  lie  in 

i.  i     Webster,     who 

"wuii    in   the    front"   for   Butterfielci, 

the    latter    secured    the    appointment 

and      1. inc. .In's      efforts      were      thui 

I     To  Dr.  Hcrrick  he  wrote  from 

Springileld  on  .1  une  ;:.  1849. 

"I'.ar    sir:      It     is    now    certain    thai 

either  Mr.  Butterfleld  or  1  will  be  coni- 

ol    1 1"    | al   land   ohice— 
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.it    Washington,   whithei     I    am     ,oii 

There    i:     not    a    n lent    to    be    lost. 

it  no,.      A.     Lincoln." 
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LINCOLN'S  RELIGION 

"^riS    ilndiaii,  whom  he  heard 

23?  2? urS  .iVfTK.  and  who 
SP  i  -w hen  I  do  good,  1  feel  k-ood;  when 
Hu  bZu  fe3  bad;  and  that's  my  re- 

ligion."  ,    .  -  if  has  eaid  that  Mr. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  herseU  has  mi         ^  ^ 

Lincoln   had   no    laitl       •  ,s      ..He 

never   joined   a     '■      ',  liy  na- 

believe,  he  «   ■■"-  k   about 

ture.     He    fir,     :'^\        WUta   died, 

the  5u»»j,  t  v.i,  ,    .      y      the  tiroe 

Kr^^chSc^hran, 


Palmer 


L 


INCOLN 
A  MAN  OF  GOD 


Abraham  Lincoln  and.  religion 
u'owgggjiBMt^  discicsded  in  a 
tribute  to  km  ft  the  Rev.  Janus 
ruInier.mtHuter  of  the  Pre»by- 
terian  Church  in  Xew  York  City. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  said  in 
part: 

Abraham      Lincoln      wa»      not      a 
member    of    any    church.      He    was 
not   the   product  of  a  church  or  of 
a    Sunday    »chooj.       Vet    he    was    a 
Chrtstian.      To  few  men  ha*  it  U*n 
given    to     render    such    conspicuoo.  ' 
serv.ce    to    hi*   country   as   Abraham 
Lincoln.      Yet  we  are  reminded  that 
he      wai     not     a     member     of     an) 
church,     and     the     question     arises, 
*'^  he,  then  a  Christian?     For  the 


sake  of  the  youth  of  our  country 
for  the  sake  of  all  who  r*v#ra«u£ 
Jesus  Christ,  this  question  should 
be   answered   fairly. 

Lincoln  as  the  embodiment  of  the 
spine  of  America   had   the   kind   of 
rehg.on    that    colored    not    ordy    hu 
*r.ous     thinking     but     hit     humor, 
which   was   colored   by  refer«noa«  to 
the  Bible  showing  how  weU  he  knew 
that    book.      To    think    of    «    b^ 
speaking    and    writing    as    Lincoln 
did    without   a    deeply    religious    na. 
nare    would    be    to    brand    him    with 
base    insincerity.      Alway,    he    men 
Boned  God  with  reverenc*  and  witt 
serene  confidence. 

Now     consider     Lincoln     in     th« 
<*""•    of    ,hi,    measurement.      H* 
there  ever  been  a   heart  more  com 
passionate?      Je,u.   was   moved   wu| 
compasajon   when   He   saw   the   mul 
ftude.       Lincoln     was    moved     wul 
companion  when  h.  saw  the  .Uvea 
Jesus    nev.r    condemned    slavery    ot 
commanded    emancipation.    But    H, 
•nnounced    principle    ,n    the    Lgru 
of     which     slavery     i,     unthinkable 
I-.ncoJn    breathed    the    air    of    fr,r 
America   and   appl.ed    the   Christian 
doctrines 

lt    '»    Ur    from    my    intention    to 
parallel   the    martyrdom    of   Lincoln 
•»d   the   death   of  JfWJ,  Christ.  Tha 
two  were   not   the  ***   but   *,   can 
observe  the  ,plrit  of  .aerify  wtudj 
Lincoln   shared   with   hi*   Lord,   th. 
patient    enduranca     which     «nahl*d 
h'tn   to  endur*   the   iruuJta  and   the 
opposition  of  his  own  Cabinet      He 
could    overlook    th.ir    patty    vanity 
because   ha   had   learned   to   marshal 
his   thought*   undar  tha   star*. 

Wui  would  Lincoln',  meaaage  be 
'o   th-   youth   of  today?      We    have 
the  answer  to  that  quaation  u,  what 
we  have  just  bean  saying.  Tha  man 
who   embodied    the    ,pint   of   a^,. 
km   would  say  "Be  loyal   to  that  for 
Much  the  Nauon  it  f oundad  "     He 
wouid  say  "Highly  resoiv.  that  these 
-J    shall    not   hav,   died    in   vain 
•hat    th.s  Nation,    under   God,    shall 
have  a  new  binh  of  freedom." 

The  man  of  compaaaion  and  self. 

aenhee    would    point    the    youth    of 

ode,    to    tha    Son    of    God.    Jmu 

Uirut,  whose  sp.rit  made  rum  grMr 

I  or _«,  many  aa  are  lad  by  tha  Spine 

>'   God  they  are  tha  aoru  of  God^ 


LINCOLN. 

The  fact  tasAnssiiany  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  contemporaries  did  not  ac- 
cord the  respect  which  he  merited  is 
often  emphasized  by  Iconoclasts.  The 
popular  opinion,  however,  is  that  this 
lack  of  respect  probably  is  the  tru- 
est index  to  the  qualities  that  made 
the  man  great  Short-sightedness 
was  not  confined  to  the  period  In 
which  Lincoln  was  in  the  public  eye; 
inability  or  unwillingness  to  give 
credit  when  It  Is  due  is  noticeable 
»t  this  time  as  lt  was  then. 

It  Is  only  too  true  that  the  spec- 
tacular act  or  gesture  is  best  to  at- 
tract   attention.      And    as    everyone 
knows  Lincoln  was  not  addicted  to 
the  spectacular.    He  was  always  him-  ' 
self.     To  be  spectacular  would  have; 
called  for  Insincerity  on  his  part.    It  I 
credit  was  given  him  by  his  contemp-  I 
oraries   he   was   not   displeased;    but 
if  It  was  not  forthcoming  he  did  not 
attempt  to  center  public  attention  on 
his  merits.     He  was  a  simple  man 
who  loved  the  plain  people  and  had 
confidence   In  their  ability   to  make 
the  proper  final  decision. 

Tliis  simple,  human,  sincere,  astute, 
humorous,  sympathetic  figure  can  not 
be  knocked  down  by  iconoclasts  of 
this  or  future  generations.  His 
qualities  are  too  clear;  they  can  be 
understood  by  everyone;  and  the 
understanding  explains  the  people's 
affection.  Honesty,  candor  and  fi- 
delity to  Ideals  and  great  first  prin- 
ciples are  not  combined  In  politicians 
and  lawmakers  as  often  as  they 
should  be.  Small  wonder,  then,  that 
the  American  people  look  back  over 
the  decades  and  pay  tributes  to  Ab- 
raham Lincoln. 
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yrscoivs  life  ma>  religion. 


r:  OlW^lrrlrWaT     Oeed»     shonnfd     by 
11 1  in  .    Dr.    -  ,i  in  ii .  1    ll.irkn.-M    bay*. 

"Tlie  discovery  of  any  man's  re- 
igioL;^^^Dr.  Samuel  Harkness 
yesterday  morning  at  the  Itnmanuel 
Presbyterian  church,  "must  be  at- 
tempted In  the  twin  realizations  that 
religious  experience  is  a  gradual  de- 
velopment and  that  a  man';  nature 
determines  his  religion"  Dr.  Hark- 
ness  spoke  on  "The  Religion  of  Un- 
co)" " 

"Lincoln  w-3s  sensitive,  usuig  humor 
as  a  shield  to  cover  his  shyness;  he 
was  given  to  melancholy,  and  fought 
the  implications  of  a  dark  fatalism; 
he  was  timid  and  uncertain,  yielding 
to  aggressive  men  of  superior  cul- 
tural and  financial  background,  until 
he  found  that  their  advice  was  not 
winning  the  war;  and  he  lived  in  a 
terrible  loneliness  which  was  not  ab- 
sorbed by  understanding  and  sym- 
pathetic comradeship. 

"The  proclamation  issued  af-er  the  | 
Union  victory  at  Antietam  f  re  3d  the  , 
slaves,  but  It  marked  the  spiritual 
.emancipation  of  Lincoln.  FTom  that 
moment  he  ran  the  war.  The  Ge:t  s- 
burg  address  was  further  proof  of  the 
late  blossoming  of  his  artistic  genius, 
Interpreting  the  meaning  of  the  war 
end  the  purpose  of  the  republic. 

"His  life  was  la*  religion.  As  Jesus 
refused  to  be  bound  by  the  limits  of 
Old  Testament  law.  Lincoln  refused  to 
accept  the  patterns  of  conventional 
creeds  and  sects.  Sentimental  at- 
tempts to  deify  him,  removing  crudi- 
ties he  never  outgrew,  obscure  the 
real  Lincoln.  His  religion  was  a  pas- 
sion for  freedom  under  law.  Chase 
said  contemptuously  of  him,  "He  has  a 
mania  for  mercy.'  And  in  the  pursuit 
of  this  passion  for  lreedom  under 
law  and  'mania  for  mercy.'  he  became 
so  forgetful  of  sell  that  he  is  hailed 
as  the  chief  figure  of  the  New 
World." 

rpn      K«nsa3  CHy.  Mo.  Tim" 
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[Calls  Lincoln's 
Religious  Views 
Universalist's 


Dr.  Frank  O.  Hall  Applauds 
Tolerant  and  Kind  J  y  Creed 
Expressed  in  Hi*  Actions 

Abraham  Lincoln  might  have  been 
coifoMte£4fLrf>a>aflm*tt^Ji  his  time,  but 
according  to  modern  concepts  he  was 
a  religious  man.  said  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Frank  Oliver  Hall,  pr.stor  emeritus  of 
the  Churcli  of  the  Divine  Paternity, 
Central  Park  West  and  Seventy-sixth 
Street,  at  an  A-j.--7.^ia  Lincoln  service 
yesterday.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  H  Em- 
mett.  pastor  of  the  Manhattan  Congre- 

;  gationai  Church,  participated  In  the 
service. 

'Lincoln  was  called  nn  Infidel  be- 
cause he  did  not  accept  the  religious 
Mews   of    his    vicinity."    Dr    H..U    said. 

I  "He  rebelled  against  the  stones  of  the 
miracles  and   rejected   them  as  folklore. 

;  He   had   retd   The  Age   of   Reason'    by 

i  Thomas  Paine  and  had  accepted  some 
of    Palne's    beliefs.    This    made    him    an 

i  infidel,  although  all  oi  Palne's  con- 
clusions are  now  bein  ;  taught  in  mod- 
ern   theological    seminaries. 

"We    Onlversallsts   like    to   remember 
that  Lincoln  believed  In  the  Ideals  that  I 
our  Church  stands  for.    He   w.i.n  a   pre- 
deatin  I  I  his  C  ilvlnlstlc  faith 

made     him     practically    a    Unlversallst. 
He  believed  in  the  t)   of  God — 

not  in  the  God  of  the  miracles,  but  in 
the  God  of  order  and  lo. 
ii.   prayer   not  as  a  means  of   gel 
something  from  God,   but   si    u   way  of 
finding   out    what    God    wished    him    to  ' 
do.     He   believed   In   hell,   but   found    it 

,  impossible  lo  believe  In  eternal  damns- 

1  tlon." 

Dr.  Hall  described  living  conditions 
among  the  "poor  whites"  In  the  Appa- 
lachian regions  Of  the  South  as  approx- 
imating the  circumstances  under  which 
Lincoln  was  born.  "We  must  not  find 
fault  with  the  father  of  Lincoln  merely 
because  he  could  not  write."  Dr.  Hall 
..aid.  "Although  not  a  learned  man.  he 
made  a  living  for  his  family  under  cir- 
cumstances that  would  cause  most  of 
us  to  starve  to  death  in  a  week. 

"We  think  too  much  of  reading  and 
■anting  as  a  mark  of  intelligence."  Dr. 
Hall  asserted  "Mere  Intellectual  abil- 
ity la  not  enough.  Some  of  the  biggest 
s'cindrel*  it  America  today  are  th> 
mnn  intellectually  learned.  Thinki 
nitft  be  Insrired  by  the  love  of  G 
and  man.  A  Xlndly  heart  must  aero 
pair,  intelligence,  and  it  was  such  /a 
combination  that  made  Lincoln  Je 
vercd." 
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Lincoln  s  Religion 

Is  Theme  of  Address 


* 


te  Col  Z 


Kadio  Talk  by  Earl  T.  Chamber- 
lin  Reproduced  Herewith  at 
I'rgent  Request  of  Man) 
Readers 

MANY     EXAMPLES      CITED 

Lwmyv.'.'WA       •  A  *  t-l  ■*)  0 

The   Herald  and   'ihe   Genius 
had  many  requests  this   r.eek  for  ihe 
publication   of  the   radio  address  <l> 
llvi  n-d   l)j    I0a.il  T    t  lull  of  illi- 

cit) over  station  WMMN  on  "Lincoln 
Religion  "  This   address   is  one   of  a 
series  of  addresses   which   are  being 
given  by  Mr   Chamberlln  \ia  radio  uu 
ihe  lift-  ol  tin-  Great  Emancipator. 

These    newspapers    are    i>i»-.t-.«i    to 
present  the  address  on  "Lincoln's  lie- 
He    would    i        ,         I    t •  II    ti 

thing  of  anyone  ..-     pally  his  enemy. 
He  ministered   to  (he  doubled  and 
distressed  to  the  limit  ot  his  abllit] 
Somebody   has   Bald   that   no  one   sx 
cept   God  hlniFt'lf  i    •     •  \>        •  d   the 
power  of   pardon  tuslj    and 

constant^   as  old   Lincoln. 

ills   attitude    toward  uthern 

people  and  tinii'  leaders  was  -  : 

almost     <  hrlstlike     to:  >  I  i  en<  His 

only  anxlet)  w as  l  hal  to  thi 
they    might  bo  broug  I      ba  I    '■> 
fold  of  the  I  i. u- 1 1    ll-    enti  i 
thought    of    punli  hing    any    of   them 
he  looked  upon  ihe 
prodigal  .-on--  who  bad  wandered  away 

I..  ..iii-     III      •  ■:  •     <  •  -  Ii  e    w  a  •    10  get 

them  back  into  the  lanilly  ot  the   I  i. 
ion.  Hence,  in  referring  to  1 1  • 
tulionul   difficulty    ol    restoring   them 
•  ■   propi  r  pi  act  Iral    i '  la;  Ion  «  lib 
■  in-  Union,  he  said      i  L><  llei  ■ 
is  not  only  posslbh    i  it  In  fa  i  i 
(i.  do  this  without    deciding  or  even 

deling  w  hi  i hei  i bene  s'ui e 
.-i  bi  been  out  of  i be  i  nlon,  i bau  w Ith 
,t       Finding     themsi  Ives     sarei 
bomi     it  would  be  uiii  i  ly  immati 
m hether  they   I  I  •  en  uuio.nl 

Let  us  all  join  In  doing  the  acts  . 
bar)   io  restoring  thi    propei 
relations  between  ttes  and  the 

i  nlon  ..iid  i  ach  i>  ■  •  rei  ai  ter  Inno- 
cently indulge  bib  own  opinion 
whether  In  doing  thi  acts  he  brought 
tin  Btates  iioiu  without  into  the  I  u 
ion.  or  only  gave  them  proper  a 
ance,  they  never  having  been  out  ot 
It." 

Like  the  forgiving  father  in  the 
Savior's  parable  oi  n.<-  Prodigal  Son 
Lincoln  > earned  roi  the  rebellious 
Bta  es   to  come   back  into  the   Union 

.'.    the  first  signs  of  their  di 
to   return   when    the)    were   still    fai 
away   from   Its  sheltering   proie    ion 
and    he    hastened    to    welcome    iheui 
and  their  people  back  home. 

lie  frequently  expri  ised  boi h  pub 
llcl)  and  privately,  bis  feeling  of 
obligation  *j  Hod,  his  abiding  confi- 
dence in  the  goodness  and  Justice  ol 
God  and  his  recognition  ot  His  guid- 
ing hand  in  bl  life  and  in  the 
aftairs  of   the  nation.   He  was   a  man 


ligion"    through    ihe    courtes)    of   'he 
author,  Mr.  Chamberlln    it  follows,  iu 

full 


By    EARL   T.   CHAMBERLIN 

t  Broadcasting    and    Publishing    Rights 
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In  discussing  Lincoln's  honesty 
last  week,  l  expressed  the  belief  ihat 
his  rigid  mental  honest)  which 
ke.pl  l.nii  from  joining  a  churcli.  In 
support  ol  thai  belief,  let  me  ipioi »■ 
I  be  *  ot  ds  b<  u  ed  in  i  •  ply  io  .•  quea 
Hon  from  Congressman  Denting,  of 
•  lie  in  as  to  « by,  w  ith  his 
mai  ked    i  ellgio  is   •     i  aci  he     did 

noi   unite  vnI'Ii  some  church  organiza- 
tion     This  is  what   Lincoln  is  report 
ed   to  have  Bald 

"I   have  nevei   united  no  sell   to  any/   - 
^^  £-V=>  V-  p  Xe.++   <\>v^ 

prayer,  and   urged  others  to  pra)    ' 
for  him  and  foi  Lheii  i  onntrj    He  was 
g  a  .  fui  foi  lb.  •  are  and  wisdom  that 
,  ,    ,„  |j(  ., ,.  .  ami    from  the  AJmlghty, 

of  na 

thanksgiving    on    «  i  salons   wh<  n    be 

t.-li  thai   the  hand  of  God   had  i  ■  i  n 

uplifted   iu   a   Bpei  lal   way   to  protect 

and  care  foi   the  nation    He  believed 

be   wub   .hi   Ii  ni    "'    '"  ,l 

ly    to    do    a    part 

work,   and    lha.1    he    would    live   until 

ork  was  done.  In  that  b<  use,  he 

was  a  faiaiibt   He  was  Influenced  to  a 

rim   of  pre- 
destination  so   earnestl)    tau 
adh<  red  to  in  I  le  earl)  BaptlBt  i  I 

vk-Hh  which  io   I  ad  had 

,  i, ,,.   .  out*  i  in  We  earl)  yea 

In  those     pioneer     days     the     n<  ■•■ 

rj    was   rank    wiih   superstition. 

I  incom  earl)   became  Balurated  with 

„     ..„,,   much     of     it     dung     to   him 

I  .rougboul    his    life     He   belli  *ed    In 

I  diiams   and    omens,   and   referred    io 

•  ih,  in  on  vai  lous  oi  i  aslons. 

lu-i  aftei  bis  election  io  lb<  pn  I 
dency  In  I860.  K  peculisr  Incident 
i... i-i--- n.-i.  uu  account  of  which  he  af 
,1..  related  to  .-•  me  friends.  He 
said  that  he  went  bomi  one  day  very 
'_,,,  ,.,„.  threw  himsll  down  on  o 
lounge   in  his  bed   room;   thai 

uer(  he  looked  into  a  mirror 
,,.;,  ,,..  ,  ,  ,  bed,  and  there  b.,v.  him- 
self reflected,  neaily  at  full  length 
but  that  his  fa.  e  had  two  heparan    and 

n  ,  [mageg  the  top  of  th«-  nose  qi 
o,  o.  Ing  about  three  inches  from  tin 
t0p  oi  the  other  Somewhat  startled 
be  got  up  and  looked  in  ihe  i 
but  the  secon.l  Image  had  vanished 
again  it  appeared  more 
,ia.nl>    than    befon     ■  ■    "•' 

[acea  was  about  fivi  P"l<  '  "'au 

A  f.  a   days  latei    be  tried 
the     experiment      again,     wli«-n     the 
ami     shadow)    appearance    could    be 
.,.,  „     But    that    was  the   last   tune  lie 
Lble    to    bung    the    gho.-i     back 
w  bi  a   In    told    ni.-    wife  oi    ii    she  -■-, 
pressed    the    thought    that     It 
•«8ign"   i hat   he   would   be  elected   to  a 
second    teiui   of   office,    but    that    the 
B8   of   one   of   ihe   faces    was   an 
omen  n,,.,  he  should  not  live  through 

COl    i    I  CI  Til. 


church,  because  1  found  difficulty  in 
giving  my  assent,  without  mental 
reservation,  to  the  long  and  compli- 
cated statements  of  Christian  doc 
trine  which  characterize  their  ar- 
ticles of  belief  and  confessions  of 
faith.  When  any  church  will  Inscribe 
over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  qualifica- 
tion for  membership,  the  Savior's 
condensed  statement  of  the  substance 
of  both  law  and  Gospel  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  lh)  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  with  all  ihy  soul  and  with  all 
ihy  mind,  and  ihj  neighbor  as  thy- 
'  self,'  that  church  will  1  Join  with  all 
m\    hear!    and    soul." 

In  a  recent  radio  sermon  Doctor 
Harry  Eruersou  Posdick,  speaking 
from  New  York,  referred  to  thai  class 
ol  people  who  do  not  Join  any  church 
because  they  cannot  conscientiously 
;,  .  .  the  creed  which  the  church  pre- 
scribes h.s  a  requirement  of  member- 
ship. Abraham  Lincoln  seemed  to  be- 
long to  Uiai  class.  There  Is  another 
group,  those  who  are  Btrlci  church- 
men, who  probabl)  would  sa)  that  be- 
cause Lincoln  was  not  a  member  of 
,?\ihe  church  he  was  therefore  not  a 
Christian.      Bui  ''membership    \n     a 


church,  while  greatl)  to  be  desired  on 

the    pan    of    every    believer   In    Hod.   is 

noi    the    final    lest    of  one's   religion. 

Thai  must  be  deli  i  mined  by  his  life, 
by  his  deeds,  and  not  b)  his  words  or 
by  his  ii,-. -ii-.  Tesi  l.iiuoln'b  religion 
b)  the  definition  given  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  at  the  UTih  verse  ol  the 
first  chapter  of  the  Hook  of  .lames: 
"Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
God  and  the  Father  is  this,  io  visit 
tathei  less  and  w  Idows  in  their 
affliction  and  to  keep  thyself  unspot- 
ted from  the  w  orld ." 

Ol  measure  his  religion  b\  inY  nvo 
great  ommandments  of  our  Lord, 
•  hn  ii  Lincoln  himself  once  referred 
to  as  the  Savior's  condensed  state 
mi  ni  of  the  BUbBtani  i  of  both  law  and 
'  el:  "Thou  shah  love  the  Lord 
lh)  God  with  all  th)  In  art,  and  with 
all  lh)  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind, 
and  wiiii  all  th)  strength,  and  thy 
neighbor  aa  Ihy  self."  If  these  scrip- 
l  in  ..i  quotations  di  fine  religion  ac- 
y.  then  ii  must  be  agreed  that 
Lincoln   was  a  deepl)    religious  man 

His  love  for  God   v  as  evidi  m  i  d  bj 

•  im  faith  in   Him,  his  rei  i  i  em  e 

foi   His  i  ni  ami  purpose  In  the  v  oi  Id, 

an  i   his  earnest  desire  and  endeavor 

10  Ob  161  ve  and  obe\    II:s  law  8. 

HIS  love  for  his  fellow  men  was 
evidenced  In  a  multitude  of  ways.  He 
manifested  good  will  toward  his  ene- 
mies. When  others  clamored  for  the 
execution  of  the  Rebel  leaders  he  de- 
clared ihat  no  one  need  expect  him  to 
tuke  any  part  In  hanging  these  men, 
even  Ihe  worst  of  them.  Ralher,  he 
Baid,  "Enough  lives  have  been  sacri- 
ficed; we  must  extinguish  our  resent- 
ments, ll  we  expect  harmony  and 
union.' 

I. ii  c In  Veiled  ihe  abandoned  Con 
Federate  Capital  at  Richmond  lmmed 
latel)  after  its  capture  on  April  3rd 
J865.  On  returning-  to  Hie  White 
llo;i-e,  vln  Lincoln  was  jlding  wltii 
him  In  Hie  carriage  which  conveyed 
them  and  others  from  the  Poiomai 
Wharf;  hs  they  appioachod  Wuuhlng 
ton  she  said:  "That  city  io  filled  will' 
our  enemies."  Whereupon  the  Preal 
tienl    n  loried:    "Enemies  1    We   snuai 

in  ver  speali    ol    l  hal." 


To  ilie  members  of  his  cabinet,  as 
ambled  in  their  regular  meeting  on 
the  last  day  of  hw  |ifeW5W  *aloi 
thai  something  very  extraordinary 
was  going  to  Happen,  and  thai  very 
foon.  Some  thought  he  had  received 
important  information  which  he  had 
not  imparted  to  them,  and  they  press- 
id  him  for  his  reason  for  making  the 
statement.  He  told  them  of  a  dream  of 
the  preceding  night,  which  he  felt 
promised  some  notable  event,  for  he 
had  experienced  the  same  dream  just 
hefore  some  of  the  most  important  oc- 
currences of  the  war.  He  belieAed  It 
related  to  the  closing  incidents  of  the 
war,  that  it  meant  final  victory  for 
cne  Union  leaders  in  their  campaign 
against  the  last  remnants  of  the  Con- 
federate army.  Little  did  he  suspect 
the  impending  tragedy  of  his  own 
death. 

In  harmony  with  his  deeds.  Lincoln 
gave  utterance  on  many  occasions  to 
the  deepest  religious  feeling.  His  bo 
lief  in  the  overshadowing  presence  of 
Cod,  and  his  contulence  in  His  care, 
were  clearly  expressed  in  his  short 
farewell  address  to  the  people  of 
Springfield  when  as  the  President 
led  he  departed  for  Washington.  It. 
thai  address  he  used  these  words: 

"I  now  leave,  not  knowing  whei: 
or  whether  ever  1  may  return,  with  ;i 
tasK  before  me  greater  than  thai 
\wiich  rested  upon  Washington.  With 
out  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  He 
ing  who  ever  attended  him,  1  canno 
succeed.  With  that  assistance,  I  can 
not  fall.  Trusting  in  Him,  who  can 
go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you,  and 
be  everywhere  for  good,  let  us  con 
fidently  hope  that  all  will  be  well 
To  His  care  commending  you,  as  1 
hope  in  your  prayers  you  will  coin 
mend  me,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate 
farewell." 

His  confidence  in  the  power  of 
Christian  principles  to  heal  the  breach 
between  the  north  and  the  south, 
found  expression  in  his  first  Inaugural. 
Speaking  on  March  4th,  1861  directly 
to  the  Southern  people,  he  said: 
"Such  of  you  as  are  dissatisfied,  still 
have  the  old  Constitution  unimpaired, 
and  on  the  sensitive  point,  the  laws 
of  your  own  framing  under  it.  The 
new  administration  will  have  no  im- 
mediate power,  if  it  would,  to  change 
either.  If  it  were  admitted  that  you 
who  are  dissatisfied  hold  the  right 
side  in  the  dispute,  there  still  is  no 
single  good  reason  for  precipitate  ac- 
Liou,  Intelligence,  patriotism,  Chris- 
tianity, and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him, 
who  has  never  yet  forsaken  this  fav- 
ored land,  are  still  competent  to  ad- 
Just,  in  the  best  way,  all  our  present 
difficulties." 

Lincoln's  honest  soul  must  have 
been  tortured  and  his  faith  sorely 
tried  as  he  saw  a  nation,  calling  itself 
Christian,  split  asunder  by  that  un- 
christian thing  called  Slavery,  and 
preparing  to  engage  in  that  pagan 
purbuit  of  war.  But  he  discerned  in 
the  Impending  conflict  God's  way  of 
purging  the  nation  of  fts  terrible  sin, 
ho  believed  that  God's  way  was  the 
best  way,  and  that  in  the  end  right 
would  be  triumphant.  Such  a  faith 
carried  him  through  the  darkest  days 
of  the  war  and  helped  him  to  see  the 
sunshine  far  beyond  the  low-hanging 
clouds. 

In  closing  the  first  Inaugural,  how 
earnestly  he  entreated  hla  fellow 
countrymen  of  the  south  to  avoid  an 
open  conflict.  Pleading  tones  of  sym- 
pathy  and   friendship     are     in   these 


in  your  hands,  ffiy  aiBsatisnea  lei- 1 
low  countrymen,  and  not  In  mine,  are 
the  momentoua  issues  of  civil  war. 
The  government  will  not  assail  you. 
You  can  have  no  conflict  without  be- 
ing yourselves  the  aggressors.  You 
have  no  oath  registered  in  heaven  to 
destroy  the  government,  while  I  have 
the  most  solemn  one  to  'preserve,  pro- 
tect and  defend  it.' 

The    last    paragraph    of    that    docu 
ment  reads  thus. 

"And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  be- 
lieved  to  be   an   act   of   justice,   war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution  upon  mili- 
tary necessity,  1  invoke  the  eonsider- 
,ate  judgment     of     mankind     and  the 
Igraclous  favor  of  almighty  Cod." 
i'     •'Incidentally,     you    might    like     to 
J  hear  the  story  of  the   signing  of  the 
1  Emancipation  Proclamation  as  It  has    j 
been  given  to  us.    The  President,  on 
the   first   of   January,    186S,    held    ihe 
usual     New     Year's     reception.     He    ] 
stood    shaking    hands    with    countless 
numbers    of    visitors    throughout    the 
morning.    At  noon   the    Proclamation 
was  brought,  to  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  State    William  11.  Seward,  and  his 
1  son    Frederick.     Lincoln    dipped    his* 
1  pen  in  the  ink  and  was  about,  to  sign 
his    name    to    the    document,    several 
times,    but    each    time    he    hesitated 
and  laid  the  pen  down.    A1   length  he, 
said   to  Seward:    "I  have  been   shak- 
ing  hands    since    nine    o'clock    tiiis 
morning,  and  my  right  arm  is  almost  | 
paralyzed.    If  my  name  ever  goes  Into 
history   it  will    be    for   this    act,   and 
my  whole  soul  is  in  it.    If  my   haad : 
trembles  when    I    sign    the    Proclama- 
tion,  all  who   examine   the    document 
here  after  will  say.  'He  hesitated'." 

Then   he   paused,    turned    slowly    to ; 

the   table    again,   picked   up    the    pen 

deliberately  dipped  it  in  the  ink,  and 

wrote    firmly   and   slowly,   that   name 

which  had  within  it  the  magic  power 

of   freeing,  at   a  stroke,  four  million 

|  slaves.     As    he    gazed   at   the   freshly 

I  written    signature,    a    soft,    contented 

'  smile  stole  across  his  drawn,  ead  face, 

as  he  said  simply:   "Thar,  will  do." 

Many  other  references  might  be 
made  to  the  words  of  Lincoln  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition  that  he  was 
a  deeply  religious  man.  But  there  is 
only  one  other  document  which  will 
be  mentioned  at  this  time,  and  that 
in  his  second  Inaugural*  address.  In 
speaking  of  the  parties  to  the  Civil 
War,  the  North  and  the  South,  he 
said: 

"Both  read  the  same  Bible,  and 
pray  to  the  same  God,  and  each  in 
vokea  His  aid  against  the  other.  It 
may  seem  strange  that  any  men 
should  dare  to  ask  a  just  God'.i  assist 
"  ance  in  wringing  their  bread  from  the 
sweat  of  other  men's  faces  But  let  us 
judge  not,  that  we  he  not  judged.  The 
prayer  of  both  couid  not  be  answer 
ed.  That  of  neither  has  been  answer 
ed  fully.  The  Almighty  has  His  own 
purposes.  'Woe  unto  the  world  bo 
cause  of  offenses,  for  It  must  needs 
be  that  offenses  come,  but  woe  to 
that  man  by  whom  the  offense 
cometh.'  If  we  shall  suppose  thai 
American  slavery  is  one  of  these 
offenses,  which  in  the  providence  of 
God  must  needs  come,  but.  which,  hav- 
ing continued  through  His  appointed 
time,  He  now  wills  to  remove,  and 
that  He  gives  to  both  North  and 
South  this  terrible  war  as  the  woe 
due  to  those  by  whom  the  offense 
i  came,  shall  we  discern  there  any  dc 
j  parture  from  those  dh  ine  attributes 
j  which  the  believers  in  a  living  God 
always  ascribe  to  him?  Fondly  do  we 
hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this 
mighty   scourge   of   war   may   speedily 


pass  away.  Yet  if  God  wills  that  it 
continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by 
the  bondsman's  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  of  unrequited  toll  shall  be 
sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood 
drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  by 
another  drawn  by  the  sword,  as  was 
6aid  three  thousands  years  ago,  so 
still  it  must  be  said,  that  'the  judg- 
ments of  the  Lord  are  true  and 
righteous  altogether'." 

Who  but  a  deeply  religious  man 
could  express  the  sublime  sentiments 
contained  in  these  words  of  confident 
belief  in  the  righteousness  of  God? 

And  it  seems  to  listening  posterity 
almost  as  if  the  spirit  of  Christ  him- 
self were  speaking  through  the  lips 
of  Lincoln,  as  we  hear  him  utter  these 
words  in  closing  that  inspired  add- 
ress :  «, 

"With  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right, 
let  us  finish  the  work  we  are  in,  to 
bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care 
for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  bat- 
tle, and  for  his  widow  and  his  or- 
phans, to  do  all  w  bich  may  achieve 
and  cherish  juslu  and  lasting  peace 
among  ourselves  and  with  all  natlqns." 
As  Edwin  M.  Stanton  turned  from 
the  lifeless  form  of  his  great  chief, 
on  the  morning  of  the  day  before  East- 
er, 186G,  and  breathed  the  immortal 
words,  "Now  he  belongs  to  the  ages, 
the  nation  hardly  realized  how  well 
Lincoln  had  finished  the  work  he  was 
in.  But.  the  same  God  who  two 
thousand  years  ago  looked  down  upon 
a  rough  cross  and  heard  his  Divine 
Son  whisper  "It  is  finished,"  rejoiced 
to  see,  once  again,  another  divinely 
commissioned  workman  finish  the 
task  alloted  to  him,  even  though.  In 
its  accomplishment,  he  also  laid  down 
his  life. 

"i  am  loath  to  close.  We  are  not 
enemies,  but  friends.  We  must  not  be 
enemies;  though  passion  may  have 
strained,  it  must  not  break  our  bonds 
of  affection. 

"The  mystic  chords  of  memory, 
stretching  from  every  battle  field  and 
patriot  grave  to  every  living  heart 
and  hearthstone  all  over  this  broad 
land,  will  yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the 
Union,  when  again  touched,  as  surely 
they  will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of 
our  nature." 

After  the  Union  rout  at  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  Lincoln  expressed 
again  his  confidence  in  the  final 
triumph  of  right  in  a  conversation 
with  a  White  House  visitor: 

"I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  any 
result  which  shall  fatally  impair  our 
military  and  naval  strength.  This  is 
God's  fight,  and  He  will  win  it  in  His 
own  good  time.  He  will  take  care  our 
enemies  do  not  push  us  too  far." 

Lincoln  gave  much  thought  and 
study  and  prayer  to  the  question  of 
emancipating  the  slaves.  On  Septem 
ber  22,  1862,  he  assembled  his  cabinet 
to  hear  the  completed  draft  of  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation.  At  that 
time  he  told  them: 

"When  the  Rebel  army  was  at  Fred- 
erick I  determined  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  driven  out  of  Maryland  to  issue  a 
proclamation  of  emancipation  such  as 
I  thought  most  likely  to  be  useful.  1 
said  nothing  to  anyone,  hut  I  made 
the  promise  to  myself— and  to  my 
Maker.  The  rebel  army  is  now  driven 
out,  and  I  am  going  to  fulfill  that 
promise."  Jan.  1,  1863,  6aw  the  sign- 
ing and  issuing  of  the  proclamation, 
in  fulfillment  of  hip  solemn  vow  to 
Ood. 
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war  than  Lincoln  Instance  alter  m 
stance  might  be  given  to  piuve  this 
point  If  time  permuted  And  the  only 
thing  that  held  his  poise  and  purpose 
when  others  all  about  mm  were  los- 
ing  theirs  was  his  faith   In  God. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  man  ol 
profound  faith  It  was  his  faltu  lhal 
made  him  great  There  ma)  have 
been  a  period  in  his  earl)  experience 
when  he  thought  himself  an  infidel  bui 
let  us  remember  that  ai  thai  time  and 

place  an)  one  who  believed  lhal  I  he 
earth  was  round  was  i  ailed  an  Infidel 
Lincoln  shortly  aitei  Ihe  deatb  .>r  his 
four  year  old     Kddie     was     browsing 


Uninotowu,   Pennsylvania 

the  time  is  short    1  am  going  to  tim-l 
piiCy  the  process    b>     repeating    Lm 
Kb  creed  whfcn  waa    com P^      M 
thro*,  sentences  and  phrases    of    un 
,>  us  0,11  words  by  Dr.  li.uum    ion) 
Spd   the  greatest    Lincoln  authority. 
Sd  which  Is  to  b«  found  in  in*  book 
u.ni,.    aoul    ol    Abraham    Lincoln,     In 
Wblch  all  the  religious  "ll''1"",',,»;'u 
B.afn..n,5  of  ihe  martyred   Pres.den 
hnve  been   recorded      Kb  .   have  Jus. 
indicated,  excepting  the  words     I  be- 
all  the  words     an-     Lincoln's,  it 
i.  ids  .1-   follows 

"|  believe  In  (Jod,  ih>    AiUlithl)    Kul 


hundred  aJid  slxt>    pages,  the  title  ol 
which   attracted   bis  eye,     The   Chrla 
Han's    Defence,"    but    the    name    or    ihe 
author    |io\ed    more      lni.-resi  ing      be  -j 
Cause    he    was    Dl      James    Smith     ihe 
mtnlsier  who  had  conducted  the  fun.i 
al  of  his  little  boy      ...■  icad  the  I'<h.^ 
••agerly    and   on   his    return    to   Sp   Ing 
held    he    ..ought    Olil     l>r        Smith      an. I 

rented  s   p«-w    In  the  Flrsi    Presbytei 
Ian  '  bur<  h  wh|cb  be     kepi     until     be 
weal   to  Washington  where  be  rented 
a  |.r»   in  the  Mew    York   Avenue  Pres 
in  tei  Ian  <  burcfa 

Vbraham  Lincoln's  ralth     was    sub- 
lime.     "Pslth  In  Cod."  he  said,     la  Id 

risible   to   sui  ■  • .-  i  .1     statt 

Bhip     Like  Abraham  ihe  rather  ..t  ihe 

faithful  ihis  great  American  went  out, 

i  not  knowing  whither  he  went,  bul   he 

ttrnil)  believed  In  a  <'.<>d  of  Justice  and 

truth  and   11    was  COUOtl  '1   unto  him   fOI 
righteousness  '       whal       b< 

Lhoughl   during  the  G<  it)  ■'■ 
:  dgn  and  « bother  he     was     * 
about   It  he  replied,  "No  1     was     noi 
Some   w«  re   (eaM.il.     h>.t     I     bad 

Cm  i"us.  General  Sickle  a  si 
ed  'V^  tun  do  you  n  •  an  '."  Mi  Lin 
coin  hesitated    bui   ni..  II)   aalt        W  •  ; 

I    will    tell    >oi|    how        II     was        III 

pin,  i.   ,.t    .  .>ur     <  ainpalgn     up     llu    • 
when  everybod)   seemed   panic   Btiick- 
and  oobody  ■ 

gOlng     IO     happen.     Ol  .  b  Hie 

gra\li>  ot  our  affair*  l  •■•  •  '■'  ■• 
room  one  da)  and  lot  I  ed  the 
and  goi  dov  a  upon  m)  I  i  •  •  -  bi  [ore 
Almighty  God  and  prayed  io  him 
mightily  for  victor)  ai  Gettysburg  I 
told  Him  that  this  was  His  wai  ami 
oui  cause  His  cause  bui  thai  we 
couldn't  stand  another  Fredericksburg 
or  Chancellorsville,  ami  I  ihi  a  and 
thore  made  a  Bolemn  \ow  to  Alniight) 
God  that  If  lln  would  siand  b>  OUI 
boyn  ai  Gettysburg  I  would  stand  b) 
Him,  And  lie  did  and  1  will  And 
after  thai  I  don  t  know  how  it  was  I 
can1!  explain  It,  but  soon  u  aweei  >..n. 

(Oil     crept     inlO    1 1 1  >     soul       llial        llilliK" 

would  K'i  all  right  at  Gettysburg  and 
thai  is  why  1  had  no  fears  about  you." 


5     ei   ot   Nations,  our  gi«ai  and  good  and 
aimlessly    In    the      odd    I  brary      when  ;     ^  ^^   m  1,(.^,.1 

he  cams  upon  a  .hick  volume  ol  ihiee,      (oiea  nt.  ta„  0,  |ne  H.i|,,(W  and 

aumbei  a  ihe  hairs  of  oui   heads. 
i    rei  ...  uize   the   sublime   nun.   an 
n    ihe    Hoi)    Scriptures   and 
all   history    thai    ihosi 
....    an    blessed    whose   Cod   is 
be  i  •>.d 
"I    believe   ihe   will   ol   God   pn 

VYIihoui   Him  all  human  r< e  is  In 

v  aio      V\  li  e  of  lhal 

\n\  In.-  Being    I  i  annoi    aucceed      With 
fall 

••I  i,. i   ■■  .i  bo1<  mn  o.iih  reglstei 
;         n  io  finish  the  woi  k  i  am  In,  In 
full  vlev.   ol   m>    responeibilit)    to     m) 
<,<*j     with    malice    toward    none,   with 
chart i)   for  all,  with  hi  ■  In     the 

.   $  me     lo      • .-    the 

I  onimi  riding     ihos<    w  ho     lo>  e 
H  -  I     hopi      in     iheli 

.  j    u  ill  i  ..mn..  nd  i.       1  look 
.    •      God  to  a  j 
man)    h.\.-v:    ones   gum 
• 

■    >.-i    ttlgar  1-  ■ 
thai   Lincoln 

lau        and      lhal       three 
blllt)    aid 

i  ship  ha> .   bimpl)   united  In  gl\ 
.    .,  :,,..   h      I  pi  ■  fei  to  stand  « lilt 
Lbe    ih ret     tht  usand    ral  h«  i    •  ban 
Mr.  Masters  iu  what   an  edaoi   ol  Sal 
arda)  s    Pill  -i.  .  -.  • 

bit?      loneliness       and      who 
ares  "Abraham  Lin 
coin  belongs  io  the  .  .  •  -       i-  Igar  L*-* 
-   in   :  ni-     Instant  •      is     uui     a 
.   and  oast)    m. .i.i 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  .-•  nee  of  his 
•li   and    he   gave    his    lif--    to   per- 
lui in  it.     Ai    the  final  anniversary,  ol 
•  hristian  commission  held  In  the 
e  ol    Repi  esentai  i\  es   shortly   be- 
loie  his  deatii   he   beard    Mr    Phillips 
sine  ihat   old  hymn  "Your     Mission." 
He  was  -     •    I)  affected  and  laklng  up 
I1I9  program     a     far  simile     copy     of 
v  bioh  i  have,  be    «  role:       Near    the 
close   let  us  have  "Your     Mission'   re 
pealed   b)    Mr    Phillips      Don't   .say     I 
called   for  ll       A    Lincoln,"  and  hand 
ed   n    to  Mr.  John   \.   Harwell  of.   Chi- 
cago   who   presented    me   request     to 


Of  lagging  war  he  kept     hiB     courage 

true. 
Shall  doubt  befog  your  eyes?     A  dark- 
er haze 
But  proved  uie  faith  ol  him  who  ever 

kuv  w , 
Thai  right   must     conquer.     May     we 

cherish    hate 
For  our     r<*>''     griefs,     when     never 

word    nor  deed 
Of  rancor,  malice,  spite     of     how     or 

groat. 
In    his    large      soul      one      poison-drop 

could  breed? 
He   leads  us  still:   O'er     cliaaoiB     yet 

unspanned 
Our  pathwa)  lies;  the  work  Is  bui  be 

gun, 
But    we    snail    do   our    purl      and      have 

our   land 
The  mightier  for  noble  battles  won. 
Here  truth   musi    triumph,  honor  must 

Jilevall,  _-«j 

7he  nation  Lincoln  died     for     cannot 
fall" 


ai  ,.  wh>   1  had  no  rear    aoou    ,u„.      -  -  of    s,a|e    SeWard    wno    pro. 

|  wlbh  thai  time  permitted  to  go    *°  - 


further  Into  ihe  man)   and  interesting 

declarauons  of   faith     made     by     this 


sided      A;  e.   he   ha*   a    mission   to  pre- 
serve  the   Union,  to     enia-nctpate     bIx 


dectarai.ons  of  faith    maoe    oy    .  and  ho|u  |))p            of 

greal   leader,   who  in   .he  da,  he.     hour  t^    ^^    n^    b      her 

(Jf  our  nation  a  history     cairied     on  ,.Hokj   bU(,,  |n   ,, .puIatl0U.  • 

because  he  fell   ibal   .he   task ^he .had  Through  all   the 

been  chlle.t  to  perform  was  bod  given  and  dava 

and  God  ordained      However,  because  »'Kh,»  una  °">fl 


LINCOLN'S  NAME  DEFENDED 
AGAINST  INFIDEL  CHARGE 

------  w3  / 

Pastor   Asserts   Emancipator   Had 

More    Christian    Faith    Than 

Some  Church  Members 

Defending  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  against  those  who 
charge  the  Great  Emancipator  was  an  mndel,  Dr.  Herbert  Booth. 
Smich,  in  his  sermon  at  Immanue]  Presbyterian  Church  yesterday, 
mid  that  "Lincoln  was  a  much  kinder-hearted  man  and  much  more 
of  a  Christian  than  some  of  ns  who  have,  made  the  formal  pro- 
fession of  faith  which  lie  never  took." 

"The  question  of  the  religion  ot+changing  climate.  Creeds  In  old 
Lincoln  has  been  much  disputed."  I  skina  do  not  make  usable  religious 
Said    Dr.    Smith      "I    think    Lyman    dah"    In  ihe  mooem  dUfflma     I 

moii     ventilated    religion    is   in    de- 


Abbott  put  it  correctly  when  be  said 
that  the  martyred  President's  lite 
showed  clearly  the  difference  be- 
tween theology  and  religion,  and 
t  ■>  the  difference  between  me  Im- 
mature opinions  oi  early  lift 
the  beliefs  to  which  we  ate  driven 
in   later  years. 

CARTWR!GH1\S    ATTAl  K 

"The  charge  uf  mfidelry  aro^e.  't- 
is said,  from  the  attacks  of  Peter 
Cartwrlght,  a  famous'  pioneer 
preacher  of  those  days,  who  ran 
against  Lincoln  for  Congress  Lin- 
coln declined  to  answer  the  charge 
because  he  said  he  would  not  dtf- 
cusi  religion  on  the  stump  and 
Cartwrlght  himself  acknowledged  :n 
iter  years  that  he  hud  been  mu- 
tagen. 

"Some  years  ago,  Rev.  Wiliiam  J 
Johnson  was  horrified  at  hearing 
an  Infidel  bdast  of  Lincoln  as  an 
exemplar  of  h]s  own  atheism.  Such 
a  use  of  the  revered  name  shocked 
Johnson  and  he  determined  to  rind 
out  for  himself  whether  such  an 
estimate  of  Llpcoln  was  justined. 
Studies  and  inquiries  were  prose- 
cuted through  several  years  and  a 
book;  written  by  Dr.  Johnson  shows 
that  tlie  President  was  all  his  lite 
4  mgrj  of  reverent  religious  feel- 
ing, which,  urider  the  burdens  of  his 
high  position,  became  a  clear-cut 
Christian  faith  and  led  him  to  ex- 
press, shortly  before  bis  assassins  - 
ion,  his  purpose  to  make  a  public 
confession  of  Christ. 

T&tXt    ABSTAINER 

"When  you  seek  for  fact  it  is 
perfectly  easy  to  prove  that  Lin- 
coln..  Waj  <  total  abstainer.  At  17 
year*  of  age,  he  made  perhaps,  his 
first  speech  sgalnst  the  use  of  m- 
tx^dqatlng  liQyors.  When  he  was 
93,  pa  said  this  before  a  Temper- 

ince  Society  at  Springfield:  'Wheth- 
f  or  POt  th>  world  would  be  vast- 
ly benefited  by  a  total  and  final 
btnisftment  from  it  of  all  intoxicat- 
ing drinks  seems  to  me  not  now  an 
open  question.  Three-fourths  of 
mankind  confess  the  artlrmative 
with  their  tongues  and  I  believe  all 
the  rest  acknowledge  it  m  their 
hearts  ' 

"Abraham  Lincoln     great  passion 
was  to  save  the   Union.     Studi 
Of  history  tell  us  that  Lincoln  lookeu 
around    the    horizon      to     discover 
anud  the  muddle  of  conflicting  opin- 


mand.  All  Christ's  thought  move- 
ments were  accented  in  terms  of 
fertile  and  vigorous  Hie.  If  we  do 
not  bring  the  ozone  of  God's  out- 
of-doors,  and  its  spirit  into  the 
churches,  the  young  lolk  will  gel 
ai  the  beaches  and  m  the 
clubs." 


ions  if  there  was  any  unifying  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  people  could  be 
ipjited.  He  found  that  the  loyalty 
of  the  North  to  the  Union  was 
such  a  principle  and 'he  made  that 
the  basis  of  his  statesmanship.  The 
national  union  '  ■  which  Lincoln 
pleaded  may  rerr.  d  us  of  the  ec- 
clesiastical union  for  which  some 
of   us   hope   and      raj:' 


» 


■  • 


Lincoln   the  Christian 


By  George 

Excerpts  from  an  Address  delivered  at  the  Lincoln  Day 

Scientist, 

THE  true  estimate  of  a  great  life  may  not  be 
formed  by  consideration  of  the  merely  his- 
torical aspect  of  that  life.  It  is,  however,  helpful 
to  study  the  biographies  of  great  men  and  women 
sufficiently  to  grasp  the  higher  meaning  which  their 
Life  records  hold  for  us.  From  the  words,  the  deeds, 
the  example  of  the  great  and  good,  we  learn  useful 
lessons  which,  if  applied  to  our  daily  experience, 
make  us  better  men  and  women,  kinder  friends  and 
neighbors,  more  useful  and  patriotic  citizens. 

From  Lincoln's  biographers  we  learn  that  he  was 
humble,  honest,  faithful,  just,  strong,  tender,  loving, 
patient  and  meek.  Truly  Christlike  attributes,  these! 
And  that  is  why.  as  the  receding  years  show  his 
character  more  in  its  true  perspective,  and  as  the 
dissolving  mists  of  personal  bias,  or  prejudice,  en- 
able us  better  to  locus  our  mental  vision,  Abraham 
Lincoln  will  tower  above  the  other  men  of  his  time 
as  one  of  the  greatest  figures  in  history. 

Lincoln  was  not  commonly  regarded  by  the  people 
of  his  day  as  a  Christian,  and,  in  the  sense  that  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  popular  theological  dogma 
of  his  time,  it  is  probably  true  that  he  was  not  a 
professed  Christian.  However,  today,  be  la  seen  to 
have  possessed  and  exercised,  to  a  remarkable  deu. 
most  of  the  Christian  virtues;  and  the  Master 
Christian  said,  "By  their  fruits  ye  snail  know  them." 
>       >       * 

It  is  truly  said  that  great  moral  courage  and, 
sometimes,  great  physical  courage,  are  found  m 
those  who  have  what  is  known  as  tender  hearts." 
The  English  poet  sang: 

The  bravest  are  the  tenderest; 

The  loving  are  the  daring. 

We  know  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  brave.  Let 
us  see  whether  he  was  also  tender.  It  is  related 
when  he  was  "riding  the  circuit"  as  a  country  lawyer, 
he.  with  a  party  of  other  men,  was  passing  along  a 
country  road  on  horseback.  A  fast -approaching 
rainstorm  was  preceded  by  a  high  wind 

Noticing  by  the  roadside  a  meadow  lark  appar- 
ently in  great  distress,  Lincoln  dismounted  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  her  trouble.  He  was  warned 
by  his  traveling  companions  that  if  he  stopped  he 
would  be  caught  by  the  rainstorm  b<  i  hed 

town.  Not  heeding  their  warning  nor  their  ridicule 
of  his  "sofl-heartedness,"  he  began  an  investigation 
which  resulted  in  the  discovery  that  a  gust  of  wind 
had  dislodged  the  meadow  lark's  nest  and  "spilled" 
the  brood  of  baby  larks.  He  earefullj  righted  the 
nest  and  gently  repViced  the  little  birds,  to  the 
evident  joy  of  their  mother.  He  then  went  on  his  way, 
alone,  reaching  his  destination  in  a  drenched  con- 
dition. 

The  other  men.  who  had  gone  on  ahead,  met  him 
with  gibes  and  jests,  but  he  replied  that  he  could  not 
have  been  happy  unless  he  had  tried  to  help  the 
mother  bird  and  her  little  ones.  This  was  but 
prophetic  of  the  tenderness  and  mercy  with  which 
he  handled  the  case  of  a  certain  human  mother  and 
son  during  the  dark  hours  of  the  Civil  War.  * 

To  assure  ourselves  that  Lincoln  was  meek  and 
humble,  we  have  only  to  recall  that  his  favorite 
poem  was  said  to  have  been  the  one  by  William 
Knox,  which  begins.  "Oh,  why  should  the  spirit  of 
mortal  be  proud."  We  may  also  recall  his  own  poor 
opinion  of  the  address  made  by  him  at  the  dedica- 


Shaw  Cook 

Sen  ice.  February  12,  1910,  in  Third  Church  of  Christ, 
Chteag*  V-  H"    M 

lion  of  the  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg;  an 
address  which  afterward  came  to  be  regarded  as  a 
masterpiece. 

Of  Lincoln's  firmness,  faithfulness  and  courage 
during  the  uncertain  periods  of  the  rebellion,  of 
his  patience  and  wisdom  in  dealing  with  warring 
politicians  and  wrangling  military  officers,  we  have 
undoubted   evidence. 

Lincoln  possessed  the  saving  grace  of  humor,  but 
the  more  dominant  tone  of  his  nature  was  pathos. 
What  could  be  more  pathetic  than  his  effort  to 
prevent  the  Civil  War  and  hold  the  North  and  South 
together  winn  uttering  in  his  first  inaugural  this 
wonderful  appeal  to  his  countrymen's  sense  of  re- 
sponsibiluj  : 

My  countrymen,  one  and  all,  think  calmly  and  well  upon 
tins  whole  subject.  Nothing  valuable  can  be  lo.si  by  taking 
time,  if  there  be  an  object  to  hairy  anj  of  you  in  hot  haste 
to  a  step  which  you  would  never  take  deliberately,  that  ob- 
ject will  be  frustrated  by  taking  time;  but  no  good  object 
can  be  frustrated  by  it.  .  .  .  Intelligence,  patriotism,  Chris- 
tianity, and  a  firm  reliance  on  Hun  who  has  never  yet  for- 
saken this  favored  knui.  are  still  competent  to  adjust  in  the 
best  way  all  our  present  difficulty. 

h.  your  hands,  mj  di  atisned  fellow  countrymen,  and 
not  in  mine,  i>  the  momentous  issue  ol  «  ivil  war.  The  Gov- 
ernment will  not  assail  you  You  can  have  no  conflict  with- 
out being  yourselves  the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath  reg- 
istered In  heaven  to  destroy  the  Government,  while  I  shall 
50l  mn  one  to  "preserve,  protect,  and  de- 
fend' it. 

I    un  loath  to  clo>  no      I  i  mil      but  friends.  We 

mn  t  not  be  enemfes.  Though  pa    Ion  may  have  strained, 

it  must  not  break  ou  ol  affection.  The  mystic  cords 

mory,  stretching   from   everj    battlefield  and  patriot 

.iry  living  heart  and  hearthstone  all  over  this 

.and    will  yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union  when 

touched,  a.s  surely  they  will  be.  by  the  better  angels 

of  our  nature. 

Perhaps  no  more  pathetic  words  than  these  evei 
fell  trom  the  lips  of  man  unless  it  be  those  of  Jesus. 
v.  lien,  looking  down  on  Jerusalem,  he  cried,  "Oh, 
Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killeth  the  prophets 
and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not." 

>  >  > 
On  leaving  Springfield  for  Washington  to  take 
up  the  reins  of  government,  standing,  as  it  were, 
on  the  brink  of  eternity,  looking  into  the  dim, 
unknown  future,  he  bade  his  friends  good-by  and 
assured  them  of  his  trust  in  a  supreme,  governing 
power,  to  whom  he  referred  as  "the  God  who  can 
go  with  me  and  remain  with  you."  thus  voicing  his 
belief  in  the  omnipotence  and  omnipresence  of  God. 
Among  the  strongest  characteristics  of  Lincoln 
were  justice  and  equity.  In  one  epigrammatic  sen- 
tence, he  laid  down  a  valuable  precept  for  just  and 
equitable  relations  between  individuals,  churches, 
communities  and  states  when  he  said,  "In  essentials 
unity,  in  nonessentials  liberty,  and  in  all  tilings 
charity." 

Mere  politicians,  with  their  selfish  schemes,  may 
come  and  go  "like  bubbles  on  a  river."  but  the 
-memory  of  a  genuine  statesman  and  his  unselfish 
life  work  will  endure.  The  superficially  brilliant 
person  appears  for  a  brief  space  above  the  horizon 
of  his  day,  and  then,  like  a  rushing  comet,  plunges 
swiftly  into  the  darkness  of  obscurity.  The  man  of 
sterling  character  remains  a  perpetual  inspiration 
to  posterity. 


MARCH,   1932 
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Some   Further   Facts 

on    Lincoln's    Religion 
Mr.  Paul  Fox. 
Editor  Liiicolniaua, 

i  hi    I- '.  om  'ii, >  Sjji  i  latoi , 

i|   ,,   I  llini  i  . 
U<  ar  Mr.  I 

In  tn.    January    issiu  I        K>  on 

oniy    Spectator,  ili<    following  question 
I :    "W  ^  Abraham  I  in<  oln  ai 
filiate  .1    w  1 1  Ii   any    denominational 
.  Inir  h  ?"     I  his  -.nn.    qui  - 1 1 ■  •  1 1  i  .urn-  up 
during  \l  i .  Lim  ■  l«  utial  Ciin 

didature  uid  was  ans\s i  red  l>j   I 

•    h  h<     aid  :   "l  am  in  i  . 1 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 - <  1 
with  an>   denomination  institution  !•< 

■  a  is<    I  1 1 . i .  iut  I  <  i  n    iMi   to  lind  ' "  id 

hi  aii\   •>!  lli<    L'huu  III     "     Mr.   I  il 
reply     an  ms«  •!    uiiiavoi  able    i  uinim  nt 
and  !•■  -ii.  h  .hi  extent  that  in  S|irinK- 
field  not  one  minister  voted  for    \ii.i 
ham  Lincoln  and  whi  Ii   ...<-  tin    casi 
Ml    evi  r..l  ■   l 

•.  ithstaildillg    .\i  r     I  Hi-  oil  fa    dis 
■  ion  t,.  '  j.  in  ;i  church,"  he  was 

■  l<    pi)     i  elij  ii  ins.      I  lis     religion     was 
genuim  'in,    liuinan    and    uni 
vei  sal. 

I  in.  iut   ni)   -..j  . .  i.il  «c<  ks 

ai    .ii'     hi  ....  >ti  ad    log    rabin    built    by 

.a  I  in.  ..In  and  bis  taihcr  1  li.nl 

,  |>  irtunily     ot     \ .  iting     I  > is 

I  I  jiik-..     i    iiv.ir    n  lati ..     i'l      Aiir.il 

in-    .  .ii  l\      ■  -ii 1 1 ..i i . "  .i    .iinl  X.r 
several  >..ir-  a  member  ■  i  ilu    I  n/ln 
household.    In  one  "i   the  >u     /  i 
ti  r\  icw  •>  and  in  i  Lo  ni)  Aiik  3 

lion  i  .hi.  erning  Mr.  I  .incolu's  I  I ! 
►;ious  views,"  Mr  li.nikj  repliedin  his 
usual  quaint  speech.  "Sartin,"  he  said, 
"Abe  ivao  awful  religious.  Winn  li<- 
kvas  a  littli-  sha\cr  he'd  k»i  ihe  hoys 
i.^iiii.r  and  prca  Ii  a  sarmiu,  telling 
i  in  i....i  didn't  love  boys  who  killed 
'i!:l<-  Inr'l-  .ii H I  inn.'  ml  am  lials.  Alt.  r 
In-  iu:  a  man  J  asked  him  why  he 
didn't  j;.j  (•>  church,  lit-  said  hi  could 
not  find  •  Jod  in  any  rhurch.  So  J  conn 
back  at  Wx  in  I  said,  "Wall  you're  al- 
lers  talking  about  God  .i-  ii  you  wu2 
acquainted  with  Him,  whare  did  \< 
find  Him?'  Wall,  I  vow  <t  Abe  didn'l 
almost  wliis|K-r,  'In  the  In  art  it  a  fluw- 
<r ;  in  the  song  <>f  a  l.ird ;  in  the  smile 
ui  a  bub...'  I  wanted  t<)  laff,  t >nt  \l> 
looked  b<j  scrious-like  1  jesi  walked 
away  and  said  nawthin." 

[loping    this    may    interest   you   and 
your  r.  aders,  I  am, 

Vours  very  truly, 
ELEANOR  GR1DLEV. 
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PICTURES  LINCOLN 
AS  TRUE  CHRISTIAN 


Dr.     Newton    Says    No     Other 

President  Left  So  Profound 

Religious  Impression 


PRAISES 


PRESIDENTS 


Springfield,  111..  Feb.  13—  <AP)  — 
Christianity  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  a 
question  that  has  been  argued  pro 
and  con  ever  since  the  days  the 
Emancipator  was  living,  was  the 
theme  of  the  addres.,  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Joseph  Fort  Newton,  of  St. 
James'  P.  E.  Church,  Philadelphia. 

He  spoke  today  at  the  annual 
Lincoln  Day  observance  of  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Association. 

"No  sceptic  ever  sat  in  the  White 
House,"  Dr.  Newton  said.  "The  men 
who  have  led  our  Republic  thus 
far  down  the  ways  of  time  have 
been  men  of  faith  in  God,  faith  in 
humanity,  and  faith  in  the  Divine 
ordering  and  destiny  of  the  na- 
tion. 

"It  is  a  part  of  the  surprise  and 
grandeur  of  the  life  of  Lincoln  that, 
with  his  early  fatalism  and  his  grow- 
ing- cosmic  piety,  he  should  be  ac- 
counted one  of  the  most  Christlike 
men  of  his  age. 

"For  Lincoln  is  not  simply  a  fig- 
ure In  our  history;  he  is  an  artli  1< 
of  our  faith.  Hi-  great  and  simple 
words,  especially  in  those  vision- 
moments  when  his  prose  became 
poetry,  have  in  their  rythm  an  echo 
of  the  age  when  the  prayer  book 
was  written;  and  they  are  a  part  of 
our  sacred  writings  forever.  Of  nil 
those  who  have  sat  in  the  White 
House  no  one  has  left  such  a  leg- 
acy of  spiritual  eminence,  or  a  more 
profound  religious  impression  and 
appeal. 

"It  Is  almost  impertinent  to  ask 
the  old  question,  so  much  debated: 
Was  Lincoln  Christian?  The  answer 
depends  on  what  we  mean  by  being 
a  Christian. 

"To  Caipenter,  the  arti.st  who 
painted  his  portrait  in  the  White 
House  he  said:  'I  have  never  joined 
any  church;  but  when  any  church 
will  inscribe  over  its  altar,  as  its 
sole,  qualification  for  membership) 
the  words  of  the  Saviour,  "thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thy  self;"  that 
church  will  I  join  with  all  my  heait 
and  with  all  my  soul.' 

"If  by  a  Christian  we  mean  one 
who  loves  Jesus  and  tries  to  follow 
Him  as  a  teacher  of  truth  and  a 
way-shower  of  life;  one  who  is  hon- 
est, just,  merciful  and  magnani- 
mous, then  Lincoln  was  a  Chrls.- 
tinn." 
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LINCOLN'S  RELIANCE  ON  GOD 


The  atmosphere  of  the  Thanksgiving  season  invites  one 
to  consider  some  phase  of  Lincoln's  reaction  towards  a 
supreme  being.  There  has  been  much  said  about  the  Presi- 
dent's scepticism  and  his  reluctance  to  accept  the  tenets 
of  organized  religion. 

No  fact  stands  out  more  clearly,  during  the  period  in 
which  he  had  the  welfare  of  the  nation  at  heart  and  was 
guiding  its  destinies,  than  his  unqualified  reliance  on  God. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  bulletin  to  present  a  few  ex- 
hibits which  illustrate  Lincoln's  firm  belief  that  a  just 
God  was  guiding  the  destiny  of  the  nation,  and  that  he  re- 
lied upon  Providence  to  direct  him  in  the  conduct  of  the 
nation's  affairs. 

Farewell  Address  at  Springfield,  Illinois 
February  12,  1861 

"Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  who  ever 

attended  him  (Washington),  I  cannot  succeed.   With  that 

lance  I  cannot  fail.    Trusting  in  Him  who  can  go 

with  me,  and  remain  with  you  and  be  everywhere  for 

good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all  will  yet  be  well." 

Vint  Inaugural,  March  4,  1861 

"If  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations  with  his  eternal 
truth  and  justice,  be  on  your  side  of  the  North  or  on  yuurs 
of  the  South,  that  truth  and  that  justice  will  surely  pre- 
vail by  the  judgment  of  this  great  tribunal  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  .  .  .  Intelligence,  patriot  : u t y ,  and 
a  firm  reliance  on  Him  who  has  never  yet  forsaken 
favored  land  are  still  competent  to  adjust  in  the  I 
our  present  difficulty." 

sage  to  Congress,  July  4,  1861 

"And  having  thus  chosen  our  course,  without  guile  and 
with  pure  purpose,  let  us  renew  our  trust  in  God,  and  go 
forward  without  fear  and  with  manly  hearts." 

Annual  Message  to  Congress,  December  3,  1861 

"With  a  reliance  on  Providence  all  the  more  firm  and 
earnest,  let  us  proceed  in  the  great  task  which  events  have 
devolved  upon  us." 

Ri  ply  to  Resolutions  of  the  East  Baltimore  Methodist 
Covj  May  15,  1862 

"By  the  help  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  do  my  duty,  and  I  shall  expect  the  continuance  of  your 
prayers  for  a  right  solution  of  our  national  difficulties 
and  the  restoration  of  our  country  to  peace  and  pros- 
perity." 

Reply  to  Committee  from  Religious  Denominations  of 
Chicago,  ScjiU  mbi  r  IS,  1 

"It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  know  the  will  of  Providence 
in  this  matter  and  if  I  can  learn  what  it  is  I  will  do  it." 

Emancipation  Proclamation,  January  1,  1863 

"And  unon  this  act,  sincerely  believe  to  be  an  act  of 
justice,  warranted  by  the  Constitution  upon  military 
necessity,  I  evoke  the  considerate  judgment  of  mankind 
and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God." 

Letter  to  Alexander  Reed,  February  22,  1863 

"Whatever  shall  be  sincerely,  and  in  God's  name,  de- 
vised for  the  good  of  the  soldier  and  seaman  in  their  hard 
spheres  of  duty,  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  blest.   And  what- 


ever shall  tend  to  turn  our  thoughts  from  the  unreasoning 
and  uncharitable  passions,  prejudices,  and  jealousies  in- 
cident to  a  great  national  trouble  such  as  ours,  and  to  fix 
them  upon  the  vast  and  long-enduring  consequences,  for 
weal  or  for  woe,  which  are  to  result  from  the  struggle,  and 
especially  to  strengthen  our  reliance  on  the  Supreme 
Being  for  the  final  triumph  of  the  right,  cannot  but  be 
well  for  us  alL" 


Reply  to  Members  of  the  Presbyterian  General 
Assembly,  May  SO,  1863 

"Relying,  as  I  do,  upon  the  Almighty  Power,  and  en- 
couraged as  I  am  by  these  resolutions  which  you  have 
just  read,  with  the  support  which  I  receive  from  Chris- 
tian men,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  all  the  means  at  my 
control  to  secure  the  termination  of  the  rebellion,  and 
will  hope  for  success." 

Letter  to  J.  C.  Conkling,  August  26,  1863 

"Let  us  diligently  apply  the  means,  never  doubting  that 
a  just  God,  in  his  own  good  time,  will  give  us  the  right- 
ful result." 

Gettysburg  Address,  Nov<  mb«r  10,  1S68 

"That  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of 
freedom." 

r 

Letter  to  A.  G.  Hodges,  April  4,  1861* 

"If  God  now  wills  the  removal  of  a  great  wrong  and 
wills  also  that  we  of  the  North  as  well  as  you  of  the  South 
shall  pay  fairly  for  our  complicity  in  that  wrong,  impar- 
tial history  will  find  therein  new  cause  to  attest  and  re- 
vere the  justice  and  goodness  of  God." 

Letter  to  General  Grant,  April  30,  186k 

'And  now  with  a  brave  army  and  a  just  cause,  may  God 
sustain  you." 

Letter  to  Eliza  P.  Gurney,  September  4,  1864 

"I  have  not  forgotten — probably  never  shall  forget — 
the  very  impressive  occasion  when  yourself  and  friends 
visited  me  on  a  Sabbath  forenoon  two  year  ago.  Nor  has 
your  kind  letter,  written  nearly  a  year  later,  ever  been 
forgotten.  In  all  it  has  been  your  purpose  to  strengthen 
my  reliance  on  God." 

Annual  Message  to  Congress,  December  6, 1864. 

"I  regard  our  immigrants  as  one  of  the  principal  re- 
plenishing streams  which  are  appointed  by  Providence 
to  repair  the  ravages  of  internal  war." 

Second  Inaugural  Address,  March  4, 1865 

"With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with 
firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right  let 
us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in." 

Letter  to  Thurlow  Weed,  March  15,  1865 

"Men  are  not  flattered  by  being  shown  that  there  has 
been  a  difference  of  purpose  between  the  Almighty  and 
them.  To  deny  it,  however,  in  this  case,  is  to  deny  that 
there  is  a  God  governing  the  world." 


; 


i 


